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N Australia Day, we celebrate the Australian achievement
5| and recommit ourselves to preserving this nation's pre-
i cious gifts ofliberty, opportunity, fairness and mateship. As
“many new citizens pledge their loyalty to Australia and its people,
‘wearealsoreminded of our distinctive blend of diversityand unity.
" Wherever Australians gather -- in parks, at the beach, orjust at
-} thome in the back year -- this is a day to reflect on what being an
ofl Australianmeans o pachofus. It is a day tosecognise extraordinary
1 individual achievements that inspire hope and optimism inour
national story, And a day to reaffirm our mutual obligations to each
other, notleast to those of our fellow countrymen faced with adver-
sityanddisadvantage. -
“The drive, resilience and adaptability of the Australian people
are wellsprings of our nation's progress. When not overdone, our
i capacity for self-criticism, too, is a source of strength and renewed
idealism.

Australia today is one of the world's most successful societies
because of these characteristics. They allow us to approach the
future with confidence in the knowledge that we can shape our own

.|/ destiny.
. Australia Day, aboveall, is atime to take pride in the many things
wegetright.

USTRALIA, the sixth largest nation in land mass,
is one of the world's most successful multicul-
turdl societies. Its relatively small population
originates from more than 140 different nations
encompassing all the major religions, culture and
traditions of the world. It has a population of 20 million
and it is one of the world's most urbanized countries,
with about 70 per cent of the population living inits ten
largest citics. Australia is the only nation to govern an
entire continent and its outlying islands. The mainland
isth ﬁ largestisland and the smallest, flattest continenton
Earth.
" Australia's national day, Australia Day, on 26 January,
marks the date in 1788 when Captain Arthur Phillip, of the
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Australia's origin and people

British Royal Navy, commanding a fleet of 11 ships, sailed
into Port Jackson (Sydney Cove). Phillip formally took
possession of the eastern part of the continent for
England and established a settiement, now Australia's
largest city, Sydney.

Melboumne, Sydney, Perth, Adelaide and Brisbane
appeared in the top ten of a recent survey conducted by
the Economist Intelligence Unit, which rated cities
against factors such as health and safety, infrastructure,
culture and environment. Today Australia's lifestyle
reflects its mainlyWestern origins, but Australia is amulti-
cultural society, which has been enriched by six million
settlers (almost 30% the total population) including
600,000 refugees.

A competitive business location

VER the past 15 years Australia has undergone an

economic revolution and is today one of the

world's most open, stable and reliable econo-
mies, with higher growth and low inflation. Trade with the
rest of the world is Australia's economic lifeblood. Australia
ranks about 19th in the world in value of its international
trade. The government's multi-faceted trade policy has asits
main goal the creation of new and more open markets for
exports. This goal is pursued at every level multilaterally
through the World Trade Organization; regionally through
APECand the Closer Economic Partnership with ASEAN and
bilaterally through the free trade negotiations, such as with
Singapore, Thailand and the United States and efforts to
expand markets and address market barriers in a range of
countries.

Australia's export structures have changed considerably
over the past ten years. Although trade in commodities
remains strong, newservices and sophisticated mamufactur-
rt markets have emerged. These diverse range of

ing expo:
exports have made Australia the fourth largest economy in

‘the Asla Pacificregion. Australiaisnolongera resource based

economyand has notbeen so forthe past ten years. The shift
towards a knowledge based economy can be seen through
Australia’s rapid expansion of service industries and IT
industries.

Australia offers an exciting range of advantages as a
bmmcmandmlﬁtmeutlmnon.mdudmg

0 Open, robust economyforecast forcontinued growth

[ Lowinflation and lowinterest rates

0 Well managed fiscal and monetary policies

O Committed and stable workforce and a low rate of
industrial disputes

O Multilingual, highly educated and skilled, computer-
literatelabourforce

[0 Cost-competitive location with competitive wages,
high labour productivity, low property and constniction
costs

0 An open and efficient regulatory environment ?
Sizeable domestic markets and ' strong links to the Asia-

Did youknow?
hecording o) the KEMG suvey 2004 Cotpetitive |
Alternatives, Australia ranks second behind Canada
for business cost competitiveness. The cost of setting
up a business in Australia is also about eight or nine
percentcheaperthantheUS.

Sl itrade and investrment contiections with Arstralia, dnd

Pacificregion

0 Low research and development (R&D) cost structures
and low-costbusiness infrastructure

OWorld class information technology and telecommu-
nications infrastructure

0O Politically stable environment where foreign direct
investment is welcome and government is committed to
highqualityinvestmentservices

Australiahas one of the largest information and commu-
nications technology (ICT) markets in the world. The ICT
market is expected to maintain average growth rates 0f8.5%
peryearin the next fewyears, Australiahas an opentelecom-
munications environment. The market has been one of the
fastest growing sectors in the Australian economy since its
deregulation in 1997. Corporations operating in Australia
have access to some of the most sophisticated and cost
competitive telecommunications infrastructure available

ere, There are more than 45 licensed carriers in

Australia, including some of the world's largest telecommu-
nications companies such asVodafone Network, Telstra etc.

One of the most imponant factors behind greater effi-
ciencyinAustralia's economy hasbeen the sharpreductionin
Australia's average tariff rates on imports. Australia's average
applied tariffratehashalvedin thelast decade, contributingto
lower business input costs and mising the efficency of local
producers. From July 1 2003, Australia introduced duty free
and quota free entry for all products from least developed
countries. Bangladesh can benefit from this access, especially
withitsgarments and textile exports. '

Australia'sstrength asa centre forinvestment rests onthe
quality ofits 10 million strong workforce. Around 42
of Australia’'s working age population has a university
degree, diploma or trade qualification. It is home to one of
the most multilingual and cost-effective workforces in the
worldwith more than 854,000 peoplefluent inamajor Asian
languageand 1,3 million fluentinamajor European tongue,

Austrade--the Australian Trade Commission--is the
Australian Government's international trade and
investment facilitation agency. Austrade assists
international buyers of goods and services to develop

assists Australian businesses to increase their exports.
Austrade helps companies to reduce the time, cost
and risk involved in doing business overseas. For
furtherinformation please visitwww.austrade.gov.au

Offering educational excellence for
international students

Australian education institutions

USTRALITA is an
internationally recognised
ource of high quality

education and research excellence.
The international standard

QOur warmest felicitations
to the Government and
People of Australia

on the occasion
of

Australia Day

universities, colleges, schools and
vocational training institutes make
Australia one ofthe top three English
speaking destinations for
international students. Over a period
of ten years from 1994 to 2003, nearly
1.7 million international students
from 200 countries cnrolled in
Australian institutions to piursue
goals of higher education.

Bangladeshthe 12th ranked source
of international students for Australia.
in 2004, there'was a record 6500
student eénrolments from Bangladesh
at Australia's education institutions -
marking a 30 percent increase in the
number of enrolments in 2003, Of
these, 3,400 were higher education
enrolments at 40 Australian universi-
ties. The rest took advantage of
Australia's iinternationally. reputed
vocational education institutions and
English language colleges. This indi-
cates that the people to people link-
ages between Australia and
Bangladesh are certain to strengthen
in the future and' also reflects the
strongbilateral relationship that exists
between the two countries.

The students from Bangladesh
were also joined by another 320,000
international students at the 1,200

offering courses for international
students. The students chose
Australiatobe theirstudy destination
as they recognised the wide variety of
opportunities which the first class
facilities for teaching, training and
rescarch facilities' provide. These
facilities include sophisticated
laboratories, classtrooms, computer
centres and libraries and the world-
wide reputation’ of an Australian
education qualification.

Australia provides the added
advantage in that it enjoys one of the
highest standards ofliving in the world
at a relatively lower cost. Australian
education is also highly competitive
when the costs of other popular stu-
dent destinations are compared.
Australian Government offers interma-
tional students unique protections
through its Education Services for
Overseas Students Act. That legislation
requires the registration of each and
every course and ' institution open to
intemnational students applying for a
studentvisaand protects the tuition fees
paid by those students. Students are
guaranteed of acquiring a mcogmsed
Australian qualification froma fully acc
redited Australian educaion lnstilulion.

SUPPLEMENT

in 2005 cele-
brates the pride and freedom
of the Australian people. A
survey of Australians this week identi-
fied "our freedom”, "ourwillingnessto
help others”, and "our cultural diver-
sity™ as the three key points on which
Australia’s nationalidentity rests. This
year two in three Australians will
celebrate Australia Day as a coming
together to reflecton ournation's past,
presentand future.

On this special day for Australia, 1
extend my best wishes to fellow
Australians residing in Bangladesh. 1
would also like to express good wishes
to the Government and the people of
Bangladesh as they move forward to
meet the challenges of 2005.

Duiring the past year we have wit-
nessed an enhancement of the Australia
Bangladesh relationship particularly in
the economic In Jan NE SIW
e i
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(ABOCI) which is already playing an
important role in faclitating markets in
each' country. The successful
Bangladesh Festival in Sydney in April
was opened by Hon. Commerce
Minister Altaf Chowdhury and
Australia's Trade Minister Mark Vaile. A
range of senior official visits were facili-
tated during the year. Minister
Chowdhury was accompanied by a
delegation of around 70 Bangladeshi
businesspeaple.

The strong people-to-people links
between Australia and Bangladesh
find history in the Commonwealth
and in cricket, in the Bangladesh
communityliving in Australia, and the
Australian community living in
Bangladesh. Australia and
Bangladesh have similar education,
legal and commercial systems, and are
working together to strengthen these
links. Australia’s Bangladesh-bom
community about 15,000 contributes
to the economic and social life of
Australia.

Australia's cricket excellence
continues to assist Bangladesh
through coach and umpire education
and a strategic skills training program.
Bangladesh'swinin the2004 Under 19
CricketWorld Cup, and at the national
team level in the recent one day and
test series against Zimbabwe is testa-
mentto thesuccess of this program.

Bangladesh's improving economic
fundamentals and an increasingly
__Hbcmhz.ud economy has, ensured
“continued for many years.
Australia as a development partner
with Bangladesh since its
Independence, 33 years ago - contin-
ues to support Bangladesh's efforts to
reduce poverty and promote good
governance through targeted inter-
ventions. Ouir development partner-
ship particularly focuses on support-
ing Bangladesh to reduce nutritional
vulnerability (through food aid);
improve the quality of primary educa-
tion (as a partner in Primary
Education Development Program
PEDP-1I, a govemment-led, multi-
donor initiative); increase access to
safe drinking water (through arsenic
mitigation); inform public health

policy. (through health research on
HIV/AIDS and other health issues);
develop human resources (through
Australian Development
Scholarships); and raise awareness
abouthumanrights.

In this highly globalized and
increasingly integrated world,
Australia and Bangladesh are cooper-
ating on encouraging good gover-
nance, promoting democracy,
respecting the individual and working
to ensure equality before the law.
Together with other countries in the
region, we continue to face the trans-
national challenges of people smug-
gling, money laundering, drug Siug:
gling, and access to clean water, envi
ronmental degradation, security nf
reliable energy sources and preven-
tion of diseases such as HIV/AIDS that
all pose new threats to sovereignty and
security. These values are strongly
demonstrated through national
contributions to peace, stability and
dmc?lomécy in Ct!:..::l; region sugg:at}?;
each and every nation is glo
and regionally a full participantin the
war against temrorism.  Australia is
pleased to work with Bangladesh in
thiscontext.

There is no doubt that the many
Bangladeshis who have chosen to
settle in Australia have contribited
greatly to the development of strong
relations between Australia and
Bangladesh. The number of
Bangladeshi students choosing
Australia to further their education is
increasing.  Our lifestyle and favour-
able climate, and'a combination of
factors such as lower living costs and
student fees (compared to other
English-speaking destinations) and
consistently high quality education,
have made Australia a favourite desti-
nation among Bangladeshi students.
The number of applications from
Bangladeshi students to study in
Australia increased by 54% during the
2003-04 year, while total student visa
grants across all countries increased
by only 5.5%. The Australian
Governmenl operates an overseas
student program that is universal and
open to all genuine students. All
applicants must satisfy a set of strict

objective criteria assessing their -

English language proficiency, educa-
tional achievement and financial
capacity, as well as other legislative
mqulrcmcnta

Australih Governiment -is “also
making it lessier for skilled 'overseas
students to remain in Australia after
completing their courses. There are new
migration options to encourage skilled
graduates to settle and work in regional
Australia, outsidethe majorcapital cities.
While many Bangladeshis are taking up
these new options, here in Bangladesh
we are also seeing large commmumities of
graduates retuming home with a special
understanding, high regard and often a
strongaffectionforAustralia.

Australian merchandise exports to
Bangladesh food and manufacturers -
continue to increase. However,

° Australias award' of duty free and

quota frec access for Bangladeshi
products in 2003 has not led to

} ;:un"

increased exports to Australia. With
the phasing out of the Multi Fibre
Agreement, and the need for Bangla- *
deshtodiversify markets and procducts
Australia remains a good potential
market forBangladeshi products. i

Australian omnpanir:-.s continue to
be engaged in Bangladesh. Wes-
farmersKleenheat Gasimport, storage
and bottling facility distributes LP Gas
throughout the country. Austra-lian
services exports to Bangladesh have
increased over the past year, and are
set to improve further, ially the
increasing Bangladeshi student
numbers in Australia.  Australia’s
SMEC Intemational Pty Ltd has pro-
vided high qualityengineering consul-
tancy services in Bangladesh for 27
years, and joins other Australian
mining related contractors and
Bangladeshi companies in providing
support to the Asia Energy Corpo-
ration (Bangladesh) Pty Ltd in it coal |
mining and exploration activities in
Phulbari. A range of othercompanies |
arealso engaginginBangladesh. ’

On the world stage Australia and |
Bangladesh continueto work together
1o encourage greater trade flowsand to
remove market distortions, through
the Doha round of trade negotiations
in the Word Trade Organization.
Australia and Bangladesh are also
committed to encouraging regional
trade liberalization and are working
together to achieve a greater degree of
trade cooperation between the coun-
tries of the Indian Ocean through the
Indian Ocean Rim Association for
Regional Cooperation (IOR-ARC),

Australia's relations with
Bangladesh are built on strong foun-
dations. As members of the interna-
tional community, both countries co-
operate closely on matters of mutual |
interest in organizations such as the
United Nations, the Commonmwealth
andinothermultilateral fora.

I would like to reiterate my good .
mclwslumc(immmmlmdl!wmﬂc
of Bangiadesh for the coming year, a year |
in which I am' confident our bilateral
relationswillreachnewheights.

“I -
Lorraine Barker .
High Commissioner forAustralia
in Bangladesh
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Heartiest Felicitations

Australia Day

Australian Centre for Education
IDP Education Australia (Bangladesh)
CWN(A), 12, Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Gulshan-2,
Dhaka-1212, Bangladesh
Tel: 8821067, 9883545, 9896134, 9895913
Fax: 880 2 8823343, 8828737
e-mail: idpbd@treximp.com
www.idp.com

Your First Choice Global Partner in Education and Development
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Heartiest greetings
on the occasion of
"Australia Day"

Crown International
(Dealing with Australian Dairy products)

Haji Mansion, 70 Terri Bazar, Chittagong
Tel : 031-611389; Fax : 031-656606
E-mail : crown@gononet.com

Our warmest felicitations to
the friendly Government

and people of Australia
on the occasion of
"Australia Day"

Mashud & Brothers

Uni-Trade

Modern ExportImport Pvt Ltd
Modern Hatchery Ltd

34 Chand Meah Lane, Dhaka Building, Khatunganj,

Chittagong

Phone:031-610556,620910; Fax:031-610841
E-mail : unitrade@globalctg.net




