Sometimes it takes this
kind of global catastro-
phe to make us aware of
our own good fortune
and be thankful for what
we have, however incon-
sequential or inadequate
it may seem to us at the
time. | was watching the
news the other day and
was humbled by the
generosity of one Indian
lady who was so moved
by the magnitude of the ¥
damage caused by the &
tidal wave that she 3
decided to sell her flat
and her sports car to
raise money for the
people left destitute
especially the children of
the affected areas.

over the phone, internet, in banks, shops, supermarkets, churches, mosques and even
offices have their own collection fund for the victims. Sometimes it takes this kind of global
catastrophe to make us aware of our own good fortune and be thankful for what we have,
however inconsequential or inadequate it may seem to us at the time. I was watching the

news the other day and was humbled by the generosity of one Indian lady who was so moved

by the magnitude of the damage caused by the tidal wave that she decided to sell her flatand

her sports car to raise money for the people left destitute especially the children of the

affected areas. This kind of generosity and compassion restores ones faith in mankind espe-

cially when you look around the world and see the devastation and destruction caused not
by nature but by man himself. To be honest, when we have a tragedy of the level we have

witnessed, it no longer matters as to the motivation of the donations, whether they are given
for altruistic reasons, whether they are for self redemption or if it is to save face in front of
others. The bottom line is that every penny counts. With the help of all these gifts be it mone-

tary or otherwise, the agencies are already bringing clean water, medicine, food and clothes
to the survivors. However, the kind of sums of money we are looking at for rebuilding and

reconstruction of the affected areas are in the billions. Governments around the world have

pledged huge amounts to aid the countries worst hit but the tsunami, but interestingly
enough, not many of the rich oil producing countries in the Middle East fall into this cate-

gory. ) :

+  [like to believe that people are by nature sympathetic to the plight of those less fortunate

than themselves and.in this case the spirit of generosity should not be short lived and we

should try and help the victims of the tsunami tragedy in any way that we can. After all it
could have just as easily been you or me. .. : m

i et U b Star Weekend Hasuinuzs




