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Chhayanaut Bhaban wins

'Films were clearly in

_ her destiny
37% COMVERIALON With CM@%

HARUN UR RASHID

NE would' think that
Champa was destined to
become an actress. Her
two elder sisters Suchanda and

Babita had already become popu- .
lar film heroines and the younger

one was expected to follow suit.
Besides, she had an almost ifresist-

"; * ible attraction for the fashion
" world.

Explaining her initial reserva-
tions about joining the film indus-
try, Champa says, "Initially 1
detested filmdom as 1 watched my

. sisters being pestered by their fans

and their family life being ham-
pered. They avoided going out as
the frenzied fans hounded them.
Fans would ask them silly ques-
tions' like what they ate, even
wanted to touch them to see if
these silver screen goddesses were
real!” Champa, therefore, hated the
excess public attention and
decidednotto enter ilmdom.
However, Champa was destined
to join filmdom. After her first film,
she has chalked up a long list of
about 200 titles in the neatly two-
decades of hermovie career.

Champa's introduction to the - [

glamour world took place through
her fascination for modelling. "I
always loved modelling and
wanted to perform myself,” she
says. She first modelled for Cute
cosmetics, "Saidul Anam Tutul
made the TVad. Atthat timeTVads
were a series of still photographs
accompanied’ by commentary,”
recalls Champa. Later, the heroine-
to-be was featured in many TV
commercials and calendars before
becomingaTVactress.

Champa reveals her fondness
for acting, "At an early age 1 had to
take charge of our family after my
mother's death. Simultaneously
with carrying on the household
chores, T would also find time for
recreation. And my favourite recre-
ation was playing different roles:
often I played the mother of my
dolls; sometimes 1 played the

Champa

beloved 'of some imaginary young
man[had seeninamovie."
 Champa would often lip-sync
with songs like the heroines of
films. She would also record recita-
tions from storybooks and later
listen to them, "One day I was
caught red-handed by my father
while I was imitating none other
than him!" recalls Champa. "But
my father, usually a grave angry
man, burst into laughter seeing my
acting," she adds.
One day actor-director Abdullah
Al Mamun, who often used to visit
their house, offered Champa a role
foraTVplay. Initially, Champafelta
little nervous. A sympathetic

Mamun said that she would not
have to go outside, for shooting.
"The shooting took place in our
house," says Champa. And 'she did

* herdebut TVdrama Duub Shatarin

which she played a girl who can
foretell the future. Gradually,
Champa featured in many of BTV's
popular plays including Ekhaney
Nongor, Akash Bariye Dao and
Shazadir Kalo Nekab.

Champa might not really have
come into filmdom had her eldest

-sister Suchanda not asked her to

playarole in her production. "The
story was about three sisters and
Suchanda Apa had already cast

herself and Babita," Champa says, -

"She explained to me that three
real-life sisters would perform the
best in such a film." The film Tin
Kanya(Three Daughters) becamea
hugesticoess.

"But at this point I was somehow
overcome by a tremendous lure for
the silver screen,” says Champa
who had previously thought that
Tin Kanya would be her first and
last film. "Soon I did my second

movie produced by actor Alamgir,”.

and she became a full-fledged film
actress in a short time. This Eid saw
the release of Champa's latest film
Shasti, based on a story of
RabindranathTagore.

Besides winning at home, in her
long career in films Champa has
earned international acclaim
doing films under the direction of
renowned filmmakers such as
Goutam Ghosh and Buddhadev
Dasgupta. Watching the play
Ekhaney Nongor, Goutam Ghosh
chose Chamipa for the role of Mala

8 ofhisepicfilm Padma Nodir Majhi,

She has also performed in
Buddhadev Dasgupta's Lal Darja,
Sandip Ray's Target and latest
Goutam Ghosh's AbarAranye,

At present, however, Champa
has withdrawn a little from main-
stream films "just when I thought
I'had gained experience in acting
and had the opportunity to show
it off;" she says. "The environ-
ment in the industry has deterio-
rated to such an extent that it is
now almost impossible to work
here like before," she adds. More-
over, Champa believes that it is

time she gave her family more
attention. "One could say I am
thoroughly enjoying my life with

my family. Know what? Today we
bought some earthen vessels
from the village and Babita Apa
and myself are cooking Koi fish
and chicken. It has a country
flavour which is second to none.
These are the little things I want
to enjoy in life. All this brings
great satisfaction for me," says
the National Award winning
actress.

Ra]uk approv

‘Benson & Hedges ,
"I'hits the road with
musical show

The coyntry's established musicians such as
Aiyub Bachchu, upcoming talents like Kaniz
Subamna, alternative band Black, remix whiz
Habib and previous Star Search winners are going
‘to hit the roads of the country with the fusion

REUTERS, Bombay

Douglas to ﬁlm new Romancing sequel. with ASh
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cﬁvepmponemsof dance,Bulbul- :
,Chmvdhm}- was born Rashid Ahimed Ghuwdhmy B
uary1,1919 in Chittagong. - _
ood, Bulbul waskeelﬁyinteresiedin', -
pa.inung. poetry: and writing. His &
‘began with Chatak-Dance, a dance thathe '
‘had' chumo&mphed hirnself, at a cultural function :
. atMnuikgan]nghSchonL R ]
{1 After his'matriculation, | Bulhul came to Cal- |
b mmz ~and joined ' the Presldency College. Ms
'~ Hemlata ‘Mitra, a well-known social worker, first
discovered the spa:k ofgen!us in him; She, mwﬁd
S

I innn imponant charity shuw.__

. _'."He performed in |
thee Bmpire Cinem

 creatiy genius and a mmhrkable arg&nmez,
ulbul helped establish the Orie

He wasnotonlyfond ofdance but alsp hteramre .

wtote articles on the bright future of dancewith
special iefgranne to the Cultured Somety of Benga.L 35

--BelglummdPrance. ) 25kl o hgRag :
- Bulbul drew ideas t‘ox his c}ance fmm mmmon
HEL) _myths and legends, folk tales, and ‘history, Most
: t ‘importantly, by showing that dance was part of 1he
. Mislim-Mughal tradition, he helped break down
Muslim conservative attitudes and. make dance b

P
fe. a.]mul 20, years, hewr tcan
phad 70/ dance dramas, amo !
Abhimanyu, ;'ndmsabha. Sapure (Sn
Kobi O Basanta (Spring and the Poet) Sangeel.
':-(Song 'of the Desert), Fashal Utsah (Tha Hafn:est]._

'1 - Iraner Panthashalay (In an Iranian Tavern), Sohrab -

troupe and! performed anumberof dance dramas.
During ‘the Second Word 'War, he maved to
' Chittagong and worked at different places from
. 19431 1947 In 1953 he visited Burope with h]s

more.

| around and I said {to Starr), "You're
t known all ‘over the world, and

: ﬁlm will ‘be dirccted by, Steven

| Oscar-winner Michael Dauglgs
has signed up Indian film pro-

Carr, who' shot Daddy Daycare
and Doctor Doolitile 2. Produc-

musical road showtitled AMPFUSION, organised §
by Benson & Hedges, says a press release, As the
title makes clear, the organisers are set to promote
the concept offusion musicalloverthe country.
The first show will be on January 30 in Khulna
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screen startwo decades ago.
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Sheraton, Dhaka.

For music buffs in the several locales, itwillbe
a great opportunity to watch live performances of
fusionmusic.

The construction work of the Chhayanaut Bhaban, which
«was halted for along time due to disapproval of the design by
Rajuk, will start soon, hopes Sanjida Khatun, president of
‘Chhayanaul.

|

F at Khulna Club Tennis Court. Then the musicians  {f star in Racing the. M""’T"'_.
The motiel of the proposed Chhayanaut Bhaban will visit Bogra on February 1 and the venuewill {f  Which will revolve around &
4 be Bogra Parjatan Motel. The people of Sylhet can E@ . diamond, robbery in India an
#Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkho (Rajuk) has recently. enjoy the fuslon music.on Feb Gatjalalabad | followiup on the pair, of 1980s
rapproved the revised design of the proposed Chhayanaut A AR St e e ‘hits, Romancing the Stone an
Bhaban. Gas Auditorium. On February 8, the musical B S o,?' figs M';f Tdlia's Paboah
In a press release the Chhayanaut authority informed that | To2dies will hit the port city Chittagong and the {1 A i esday,

‘Rajuk ggvc its nod on January 17to the complgljun ofthe pro- | Venue will be at Agrabad Hotel. The last showwill £ Fi AlS eyl cosssful
‘posed cultural institution ofthe renowned organisation. be held on February 10 at the Ball Room of Hotel  § warya Ral, a su
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ducers 1o shoot a sequel to the
films that helped make himabig-

Douglas, 61, will produce a.nd

Bollywood actress who. is now

trying to crack Hollywood, is
likely to playthefcma]plead."l‘he
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- 2005.

tionis due to start by the end of

Rormndng the Stone was a
1984 action film starring
> Kathleen Tumer and’ Douglas.
Jewel in the Nile featured the
samepairayearlater.

you've got the most distinctive way

of talking, and'[ think if we did a
cartoon of you it would be fantas-
tic',” the comic-book legend said.
“Wouldn't it be cool if we could

make you asuperhero?”

Starr agreed that, yes, itwould be

000l And, thus, anotheroriginstory.
| was born. Lee's POW! Entertain-
| ment recently announced plans for
{ an animated series to feature the

| dulcet Liverpudlian tones, music
i and, crime-ﬁghun;g tactics. uf the

\rockidol.

J g The) shaw d : ave a name i
/§f yet. Neither doesiie character,
| really. "At ithe m

ent, it's just
Ringo,“.l-ec said. "The name Ringo
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three episodes of the drummer's |
exploits, will debut either late this
yearorearlynext. -

O Rustam, Khudhito Pashan (The Hungry Stone), |
~ Bharat Chharo (Qult 1ndia], A:mrkoﬂ and many

. 'He passed away: in 1954, but lns wife Afroza
Bulbul, carried on his work through the setﬂugup
of the Bulbul Academy of Fine Arts. (BAFA)
Dhaka. namcdaflc: him. :
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* News Bulletin

Lol BIV

{'| News Headiines (Bangla) al B:55
] am12:10 pm. 2:00 prn. 3:00 pm. 4:00
'] pm.7:00pm. 4

i ] News (Bangta) al B:00 am 1:00 prn.sw
=] pmiB8:00pm.

| News (Engiish)at3:00 pm. 10: Dﬂpm
LmaNgmNm(BanglanndEmﬁsh}
il 11:30pm.

1| CHANNEL-I

i.;". News (Bangla) al 7:15 am. 9:00am.
¢l 7:15pm,8:00pm, 10:30,12:15am.

£ Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English)al11:30pm.

ATH BANGLA

1 News (Bangia) al 7:00 am.10:00am,
M 2:00 pm, 7:00 pm.. 10:00 pm, 11:00

Ek Janamey
On ATN Bangla at 9:30pm
Drama Serial

pm. Script and direction; Abdullah Al Mamun
‘| Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and : :

Cast: Tarin, Jeetu, Meer Sabbir, Ferdousi Majumdar

Waterworld
On HBO at 9:30pm

Genre! Drama / Action / Adventure / Sci-Fi [ Thriller:
Cast: Kevin Costner, Chaim Girafi, Rick Aviles

Directed by Kevin Reynolds

English) at11:30 pm.
Latest News (Bangla) al 9:00 a.m,10:00
S0 am, 11:00  am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
i 4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

i News Headiines (Bangla) at 10:00 am,
| 12:00am.6:15pm. 9:30 pm.
*|' News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) al11:30 pm.
TARA BANGLA
| NewsHeadines(Bangla) &t 530 pm. 7:30

pm
‘Tara News (Bangta) al 8:30 pm. 11:30
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Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at9:30

pm.
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