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Tigers back on track
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surpassing the previous best of 85
between Javed Omar and Habibul
Bashar against Hong Kong in the
AsiaCuplastyear.

Saleh struck seven fours and a six
for his fifth half-century before
being spectacularly caught by Dion
Ebrahim at point off medium pacer
Elton Chigumbura,

When he left, Bangladesh were
comfortably placed at 147-2 after 30
overs. But the middle order once
again crumbled against the three-
pronged spin attack of Prosper
Utseya, part-timers Brendan Taylor
and Barney Rogers. The trio coming
round the wicket put on a brake in
the scoring and Bangladesh failed to
find a boundary for 26 overs,

Mashrafee-Bin-Mortuza pro-
vided some late fireworks with a
run-a-ball21.

Zimbabwe started cautiously
with Rogers and Stuart Matsikenyeri
adding 45 runs in 13 overs before
Manzarul made inroads with his

very first ball, having Matsikenyeri
stumped by wicketkeeper Khaled
Mashud.

Thevisitorsweresoon reduced to
93-4 when Rogers, who followed up
his 68 in the previous game with 51
off 81 balls with four boundaries,
was unfortunate to be adjudged lbw
bylocal umpire Mahbubur Rahman.
TV replays later showed that the
delivery from Mahmud had pitched
outsidetheleg-stump.

Coming together at 133-5, Taibu
and Elton Chigumbura (27 off 18
balls) threatened to stage an upset
during a 44-run partnership but
Manzarul trapped the dangerous
Chigumbura Ibw with a superb
delivery toshatter theirhopes.

It was all over for Zimbabwe
when Taibu, under pressure to score
nine runs per over, desperately
drove Mashrafee but holed out to
Manzarul atdeep cover.

The two teams return to Dhaka
today.

Bangla Bhai
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government officials, ruling coali-
tion leaders and police high-ups
have made contradicting state-
mentsabout his existence.

But talking to The Daily Star in
May last year, ]MJB leaders them-
selves admitted they had been
active underground for the last six

.years to establish a Taliban-like
rule.

Grossly nine months after JMJB
operations in broad daylight that
killed at least 15 people and
maimed scores of others, literally
taking the law in its own hands,
State Minister for Home
Lutfozzaman Babar told reporters
yesterday Bangla Bhai would be
arrested as soon as he is found. But
talking to BBC radio the same day,
he denied the existence of the
IMIB.

"We don't know any Bangla or
English Bhai... no Bhai (brother) is
important to us. We've a made a
clear and clean order to arrest
him," Babar said while briefing
reporters after a meeting on law
and order yesterday.

The government is committed
to arresting him but has failed to
trace him, the minister said, seek-
ing information on his where-
abouts from people of all walks,

But asked by BBC radio to
comment on government inaction
in arresting Bangla Bhai, the min-
ister saic: "I oppose very strongly

““that our ministry has failed (o' tike
action, because we are still trying:
How woulld we arrest anyone if he
is absent physically or not avail-
able?"

"We don't know officially about
the existence of the JMJB. Only
some so-called newspapers are
publishing reports on it. We don't
have their constitution in our
record,” he told the BBC.

In April of last year, the media
started pouring out reports on
JMIJB actions in the name of fight-
ing Sarbaharas (outlaws), but
failed to move the government to
arrest the Bangla Bhai outfit.

A good number of journalists
have interviewed Bangla Bhai,
who introduced himself to them as
Azizur Rahman. Although it was
later learned that his real name is
Omar Ali Litu, he also introduced
himself as Siddiqul Islam while
talking to The Daily Star in May of
last year.

JMJB Amir and spiritual leader
Mawlana Abdur Rahman also
openly gave interviews and
attended meetings in Rajshahi in
May of last year.

The militants operated openly
and continue to do so, while police
were often seennear theirmeeting
venues.

After reports were published
that Prime Minister (PM) Khaleda
Zia ordered the arrest of Bangla
Bhai and his operatives, Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman and
PM's political secretary Haris
Choudhury admitted to the PM's
order,

But local lawmakers, adminis-
tration and local government
bodies who supported JMJB's
cleansing of outlaws made it clear
that the ruling parties had links
with JMJB's unlawful venture.
Local and divisional police not
only stayed aloof from nabbing
them, but literally stood in atten-
tion to the zealots' commands.

Despite strong concern in and
outside the country against |JM]B
operations, Bangla Bhai remained
untouched. Police first denied his
existence and, after he faded into
hiding, said they did not find him.

Although Rajshahi division
BNP lawmakers and Jamaat-e-
Islami leaders denied any link with
the JMJB, Bangla Bhai carried out
his extra-judicial acts without any
challenge from the government's
part.

Well-placed sources said
Bangla Bhai enjoyed support and
assistance from local administra-
tion, with certain influential poli-
ticians masterminding the vigi-
lante action from backstage.

Sources said police even sug-
gested to him to go into hiding
after the PM's order for his arrest.

In May last year, Rajshahi
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Masud Mia denied outright Bangla
Bhai's existence. "There is no one
called Bangla Bhai, nor any party
called the IMJB. [t's the local peo-
ple who have forged resistance. |
have come to know about Bangla
Bhai through newspapers,” he told
The Daily Star then.

But immediately after Bangla
Bhai went into hiding in July, the
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SP said, "Bangla Bhai's regime has
ended. We now have complete
control aver the situation. We have
isolated the Sarbaharas."

Talking to local journalists on
Tuesday, Masud said: "I've never
denied Bangla Bhai's existence; he
isinthe wanted list of police.”

The nearly-40-year-old militant
leader told The Daily Star that he
was born to Nazir Hossain
Pramanik of Kannipara village in
Gabtoli upazila in Bogra. He
claimed to journalists he gradu-
ated from Rajshahi University in
1995 with a master's in Bangla. But
a crosscheck with the university
shows there was no student named
Azizur Rahman at the Bangla
Department in 1995. Asked again,
he said: "I studied Bangla at Azizul
Haq University College affiliated
with Rajshahi University."

"I enrolled at Rajshahi
University. But [ registered with
the college because of various
complications,” he said without
explaining the complications.

As Bangla Bhai was guarded
about his school and college edu-
cation, his senior leader Amir
Mowlana Abdur Rahman, who was
also present during the interview,
said Bangla Bhai studied at
Tarafsartaj Senior Fazil Madrasa.

Abandoned

i alpa b b b il
the army ' about the matter and Will
hand it over to army personnel when
theyarrive.

The shell that exploded on
September 6 last year at a house in
Pirerbazar adjacent to Jalalabad
Cantonmentwasofthe samesizeand
kind as the present one. The next day
another live shell was recovered from
the same house.

Street urchins had found the
shells lying abandoned in the can-
tonment firing range and brought
them home to sell as scrap metal,
according to their statement to a
court.

ACC falters
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The seven agenda points considered
yesterday included the formulation
of a commission organogram, the
appointment of a secretary and a
legal consultant, fnalising proce-
dures for screening the staff of the
now defunct Bureau of Anti-
Corruption (Bac) for appointment
in the commission, and finalising
draft rules for inquiry and investiga-
tioninto corruption charges.

Commissioner Maniruzzaman
Miah submitted before the meeting
a draft organogram of 947 staff, in
addition to a proposed set of com-
missionrules.

The commission will first finalise
the organogram and the rules and
then send them later to the cabinet
division for approval by the govern-
mentand the president respectively.

Commenting on the appoint-
ment of a secretary, the ACC chair-
man said, "We'll take a decision later
as a writ petition filed in the High
Courtawaits disposal.”

Asked why the commission had
not taken any decisions at the meet-
ing about several allegations of
corruption, ACC Commissioner
Manriuddin Ahmed said, "I don't_
think we need to hold a meeting for
conducting the inquiries as these
have been initiated after consulta-
tionwith authorities concerned.”

8 jailed
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According to the prosecution, agi-
tated people went on the rampage
and damaged and set fire to a num-
ber of vehicles and establishments
at Tongi after the killing of AL law-
maker Ahsanullah Master by
unidentified gunmen on May 7,
2004.

The protestors belonging to the
Awami League and its front organi-
sations also ransacked and set
ablaze the house of businessman
GiasuddinAl Mamun.

Another court on Tuesday sen-
tenced nine leaders and activists of
Chhatra League and Jubo League to
jail for setting fire to the district
Jamaat office following the murder
ofthe ALlawmaker.

Local unit of the Awami League
held a rally at Muktamancha in the
town yesterday afternoon in protest
against the verdict.

A tense situation is prevailing in
the town. Additional police have
been deployed at different strategic
points.

Cabinet body
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why Nortel was dumped.

It also found that the BTTB
bypassed all procedures while closing
a $ 940 million deal with China
National Machinery Equipment
Import and Export Corporation
(CMEC) to provide telecoms gear
undersupplier's credit.

In June 1999, the then Awami
League government had signed a $
211,85 million supplier’s it agree-
ment with the CMEC. Accordingly, the
BTTB had signed a $ 202.89 million
supplier’s credit contract with the
CMEC to provide 2,16,000 telephones
at58 district headquarters.

When the BNP-led government
assumed office in October 2001, its
white paper on corruption all
siphoning of $17.28 million from this
deal. In March 2002, the now defunct
Bureauof Anti-corruption (Bac) fileda
graftcase against the then finance and
telecom ministers, telecom secretary
nndm ﬁn:!md\g:}gaﬂn of this

e

graft case alleged ement of
$2637 million in the CMEC contract.

While the Bac was its charges,
the BI'TB initiated a$$9.40 million negoti-
ated repeatorderfor the CMEC.

Sources said the then joint secre-
tary of the MOPT had opposed this
deal for suspected siphoning of $1.17
million. It had angered a vested inter-
est l|i;ruup and the joint secretary was
madean officeronspecial duty.

Later, the CMEC deal was revived
and the telecoms ministry has tabled
it for the cabinet purchase commit-
tee's approval. The Cabinet Division
in consultation with the finance
minister has however sought explana-
tion from the ministry about the
legitimacyof thisdeal.

Army suspects
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the Jatra bombing, as a number of
people injured in earlier bomb inci-
dents in Dinajpur accused him his
oneoftheattackers, sourcessaid.

But Joinal managed to escape
and still remains atlarge.

Shafiqullah, who claimed to be a
member of [slamist terrorist organi-
sation Jamaatul Mujahedin, the
former and outlawed outfit of JM]B
operations commander Bangla Bhai,
said hehad cometovisitJoinal, along
standingassociate ofhis.

Police said Shafiqullah did not
divulge any very important informa-
tion about the Jatra bomb blast to the
joint interrogation cell and claimed
himselfinnocentofthe crime.

However he did name a man
named Osman as being involved in
the outrage, though could not give
any more details abouthim.

Shafiqullah said he first joined
Mujaheéding After Mijaficdin Was!
banned a few years ago, he like most
of the Bangla Bhal's men started
working under the banner of IMJB.
They have a powerful operational
network in Rajshahi and Joypurhat
districts.

JMJB leader
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Angry villagers, chasing the JMBJ
cadres, caught three and lynched
them.

Sattar, a close associate of Bangla
Bhaiand a teacher of Jatragachhi Fazil
Madrasa in Bagmara was holding a
meeting with JMJB leaders at the time
ofhisarrest.

People in some areas exchanged
sweets as an expression of joy over the
arrest of JMB] leader and fleeing of
theircadres.

Meanwhile, villagers of Khoira,
Sripur and Koalipara said they feel
insecurity as there is fear of retaliatory
attacks by the IMBJ but police are not
patrollingthe area.

"We are not yet free from panic as
JMIB cadres have still the ability to go
violent,” said a villager, adding, "We
saw huge arms and bombs during
their previous operations.”
Golam Kibria, officerin charge (OC) of
Bagmara Police Station, however, said
police werekeptonvigilat the villages.

Police also maided the house of
Atral Madrasa teacher Lutfar who led
JMJB's Rajshahi march in June last
year, buthe managed toescape.

Police later arrested three youths
Mozammel, Kashem and Ashraful,
whothe OC said are outlaws
and might have involvement in
Bagmaraviolence.

Nipah virus
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Dr Md Anawar Ali, deputy director of
Diseases Control Department.

Meanwhile, the Centre for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDQ) in Atlanta, US, which tested
tissue sa,mr:;s of 20 such patients
sent to it, informed the health
directorate that 'Nipah-like virus'
caused the death of least one person
inTangail since Jan 5.

Experts from the Institute
Epidemiology, Disease Control and
Research (IEDCR) under the health
directorate will send more samples,
including blood, urine and throat
swab of patients, to the CDC for
further test.

"We are going to send more sam-
ples to CDC and we are yet to get the
results of virus isolation test of the
samples sent earlier,” said a top
official of the IEDCR.

A joint team of experts from the
[EDCR) and International Centre for
Diarrhoeal Diseases and Research,
Bangladesh, would visit the affected
areas-- Mirzapur, Kalihati and
Bashail upazilas-- in Tangail and
collect more samples to investigate
howthevirus is transmitted.

“Primarily we suspect bat is the
carrier of Nipah virus but we have to
check whether it is transmitted by
man toman,” said one expert.

The team will also collect samples
fromanimals and birdsincluding cat,
dog, pig. cow, goat, mouse, rat, bat,
duckand chicken and from fruit trees
and vegetables to know the way of
transmissionofthe virus.
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Purchase body to seek
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paymentofanythingextra.

The communications ministry
yesterday sought the permission of
the cabinet committee on purchase
to pay this claim but the committee
members also opposed the idea of
paying such a huge amount of
money for issues like hartal and
procedural delays.

The purchase committee meet-
ing chaired by Finance Minister M
Saifur Rahman blamed the govern-
ment representative in the three-
member arbitration committee for
supparting the British contractor's
compensation claim.

The committee members noted
that the representative, who is a
former chief engineer of RHD, did
notlookinto Bangladesh's interest.

The ministry officials explained
to the committee the risks of not
paying the extra amount. If
Bangladesh goes to the interna-
tional court, it may end up not only
paying the claim but also interest
and other compensations, they said.

In the end, the committee
decided to seek the law ministry's

opiniontosettle the matter.

The purchase committee yester-
day also asked the Ministry of
Shipping to float fresh tender for
purchasing three gantry cranes for
New Mooring container terminal.

Under this Tk 51.73 crore project,
Japanese company Sumitomo is
supposed to install the cranes and
other container handling equip-
ment.

However, due to bureaucratic
tangles the Chittagong Port authori-
ties did not seek the purchase com-
mittee’s approval wigiin the project
implementation deadline that

ired recently. That is why the
committee asked for re-tendering,
sources said.

The committee also approved
payment for transporting 51,800
metric tons of wheat under a
Canadian grant.

Besides, it approved three rail-
way purchase proposals under
which 100 carriages and a number of
modern equipment will be pur-
chased. Bangladesh Railway will
spend Tk 218 crore for these three
projects.

ZIA on Yellow
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slated for February 6th and 7th, Saarc
officials will begin arriving on
January 31st for preparatory meet-
ings, starting with the Saarc program-
ming committee meetings on
February 1st.

Under the Orange alert, no visi-
tors will be allowed near both the
departure and arrival terminals, with
entry restricted to ticket-holding
passengers and on-duty ZIA staff,
Kabir informed. The elite Special
Security Force will also be deployed
to ensure the highest security for
Saarcleaders and foreign ministers.

Meanwhile, law enforcement
agencies yesterday started a crack
down on crime in one of the final
phases for ensuring 'foolproof secu-
rity’ for the Saarcsummit.

The security net includes check
points at entry points into Dhaka,
where cars will be screened with
metal detectors, and additional
check points to be erected atstrategic
locations within the city to monitor
suspicious individuals.

The clampdown will also include
block mids of slums, hotels and other
suspicious areas of the cityin orderto
rein in any potential 'troublemakers'
during thesummit, sourcessay.

The home ministry plans to
deploy 35,000 law enforcement

personnel before and during the
summit to ensure 'foolproof secu-
rity,’ with the Special Security Force
to be deployed for VVIP security and
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) for
securing venues and for special
patrolling, while other agencies will
comprise the rest of the security
apparatus.

At the venues, Rab members are
set to employ Auto-Human
Detectors to scan individuals and
keep track of suspicious movements
ofpeople.

Intelligence agencies will also tail
suspicious individuals until clear-
ance is received, with the watch to
intensify after January 28th until the
summit’send.

ARRIVAL OF THE MALDIVES
PRESIDENT :

Biman Bangladesh Airlines may send
an aircraft to fly in the Maldives
President, Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom, to Dhaka on February 5th,
as travel from the Maldives to Dhaka
takes a long time in the absence of
anydirectairlineflight.

"If the discussion is finalised one
of Biman's commercial flights might
be diverted from Dubai to the
Maldives to carry President
Gayoom," Foreign Ministry DG
ZahirulHuq told reporters yesterday.

Risky lending ptishes

FROM PAGE 1

activities of most of these 21 banks.
These banks are themain barrowersat
the inter-bank cash exchange activi-
ties.

"This means these banks have not
properly scrutinised their future
demands and their funds may be
affected due to such risky activities,”
hesaid.

A private bank high official said,
"The banks need to maintain an
appropriate cash-reserve ratio (CRR).
Ifthey don'tdoit, theyare fined by the
central bank. Some of these banks are
willing to pay fines, rather than main-
tainingthe CRR."

He explained why paying fine is a
better aption for these banks, saying:
"They pay the fines at bank rate. But
the amount of interest they get from
their loans is much higher. So in the
end, they are making profit even after
payingthe fines."

“The central bank should now
consider taking a stronger step to deal
with this problem," the private bank
official suggested.

‘Twenty nine private banks last year
made Tk 2,241 crore profit which was
Tk 500 crore higher than that of the
previousyear.

Allah Malik Kazemi, deputy gover-
nor of Bangladesh Bank, also said one
of the causes of high call money rate is
that some small banks are getting

ive. But he believes the situa-
tion will become normal by the next
week when the banks will receive a
sizeable amount of deposits from
their clients who drew a huge amount
af cashbefore Eid.

Asked why the central bank did not
take early measures to bring the

marketunder control, Kazemi replied,
"We can not pour money into the
market injudiciously. Apart from the
money market, we have to consider
theoverall fiscal management.”

TPumpingcash into the callmoney
market indiscriminately may have
adverse effect on the rte of inflation,”
hemaintained.

The central bank yesterday
injected Tk 310 crore through a
Re| wse Agreement (Repo). Since
Monday, the bank pumped a total of
Tk540croreinto the market.

A Bangladesh Bank press release
yesterday said the call money rate has

‘shot up because of the withdrawal of

huge amount of cash from banks
during the Eid. The central bank said
the situation will soon retum to nor-

malcy.
CURRENCYMARKET

The foreign currency miarket yester-

day also saw a stronger US dollar,
whichwas sold at Tk 63.20. To stabilise
the market, Bangladesh Bank released
35 million.

A central bank source said during
the Eid, the bank clients withdrew
more than Tk 2,500 crore in cash. The
banks expect that the clients will re-
deposit this money by Friday and help
the marketto easeup.

“But we can't say that dollar mar-
ket will retumn to normalcy so quickly.
The rising oil price is forcing
Bangladesh to spend more dollars.
Besides, import paymentis increasing
and there isa high demand for dollars.
Itwilltakesometime," henoted.

The high dollar rate may also
create further pressure on the coun-
try's already rising inflation, said a
commercial bank official.

Crossfire, Jagrata
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In line with the constitution, the
next parliament session will begin
with a speech of President lajuddin
Ahmed, as it is the first session of the
new year. Both the ruling and oppo-
sition lawmakers will then partici-
pate in the thanks giving discussion
on the presidential speech. This
discussion is likely to stretch for
more than 20 hours,

The AL parliamentary party will
distribute the full agenda for the
discussions among its members at a
meeting to be held sometime before
the session opens, party sources
said.

"We are preparing for the discus-
sions. Our planis fora deputy expert
in an issue to talk on that and a
member of a parliamentary stand-
ing committee to focus on the min-
istry concerned,” Opposition Whip
Faruk Khan told The Daily Star
yesterday.

Besides, the senior AL lawmakers
will raise some of the issues on
points of order and call attention
notices, sources said.

In one of the several notices
submitted to the parliament secre-
tariat AL lawmaker and former
home minister Mohammad Nasim
called for discussion on the presi-
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dent’s going abroad for Hajj without
handing over the charge to the
speaker.

[ think the president has vio-
lated the constitution by doing
that,” Nasim told The Daily Star

terday.

He has also demanded discus-
sion on activities of the Islamist
militant group JMJB led by Bangla
Bhai that so far has killed at least 22
suspected communist outlaws.

For quite a long time, the AL has
been demanding discussions on the
activities of Bangla Bhai's men and
the ongoing spate of killings in
reported crossfire between law
enforcers, particularly the elite
anticrime Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab), and alleged criminals and
outlawed political operatives. But
the treasury bench has repeatedly
refused to discuss the issues and the
speaker also rejected the opposi-
tion'sdemands.

Sources at the parliament secre-
tariat meanwhile said it so far have
received three new bills to be tabled
in the session. The bills propose a
ban on tobacco advertisement,
increasing the service age of Ansars
and setting up a computer training
centre.

Bhomra land
port still
locked

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Export-import through Bhomra land
port yesterday remained suspended
for the eighth day, as Indian authori-
ties stopped vehicular movement on
the 11km-long Shojadanga-Basirhat
road on their side for its reconstruc-
tionsince January 19.

At least 500 trucks loaded with

oods have been stranded across the

rder causingheavylosstotraders.

The situation may continue today
and the government is going to incur
heavy revenue loss, sources in
Bhomra Clearing and Forwarding
(C&F) Agents Association feared.

Earlier, export-import through
the land port remained suspended
during October 18-27, as Shojadanga
citizen's commitiee enfo a strike
demanding reconstruction of the
road.

The reconstruction is expected to
be complete today, according to
reportsreceived from Indian side.

10 die in Rangpur,
Comilla road

crashes
STAR NEWS DESK

Ten people died and seven others were
injured in road accidents in Rangpur
and Comillayesterday.

Our Rangpur correspondent
reported that a road accident on the
Rangpur-Bogra hi w?y in Pirganj
upzila early yesterday left six people
deadand fiveothersinjured.

The accident occurred at about

1:30am when a Gaibandha bound
pick-up van collided with a truck at
Matherhat, killing five passengers of
the van on the spot and injuring six
others.
One of the injured died on the way
to Rangpur Medical College and
Hospital (RMCH), while the rest are
undergoingtreatmentatthe hospital.

The dead are Naznul [slam, 45,
Yunus Ali, 45, Sri Krishna, 55, [sahak, 35,
Abdur Rahim, 45, and Abul Kashem,
40.

All the victims were hide traders.
They were going to Gaibandha from
Kurigram by the pick-up van. Police
recovered the bodies and sent them to
the RMCH morgue for autopsy. A case
was registered with Pirganj Police
Station.

In Comilla, four people died and
two others were injured in a road

- accident on the Dhaka-Sylhet highway,

accordingtoour correspondent.
Witnesses said a Choumohani

bound bus rammed two rickshaws at

Debiddwar at about 5:30pm, killing

~ four rickshaw passengers on the spot

andinj twoothers,

Three of the dead were identified as
Jalal Uddin, 65, Abdul Barek, 58, and
Abdus Sattar, 45, Identity of the other, a
rickshawpuller, could not be known.

The injured, identified as Abul
Kalam Kalam, were rushed (o a

nearby hospital.
8 of a family
get life for
murder in
Sherpur

UNB, Sherpur

A court here yesterday awarded life
imprisonment to eight members of a
famnily for murder of a teenage boy at
HatiAglainSadarupazilafouryearsago.

The convicts are Abdus Salam,
Alaluddin, Bayezuddin, Ayezuddin,
Armanuddin, Shahin, Shoel and
Suruzzaman.

According to the prosecution,
Abdul Mannan, son of a poor peas-
ant, used to offer love to a girl of the
family. This earned him the wrath of
the well off family, which planned his
murder.

2 traders
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Monir Hossain, threatened to kill
Johnny six months ago following
some squabbles.

"Chhoto and David (a top
Narayanganj criminal who recently
died in crossfire with Rapid Action
Battalion) used to stay at my uncle's
house," said a cousin of Johnny.
"After my uncle's death, Johnny
asked Chhoto to leave my uncle's
house. This angered Chhoto who
threatened tokill him."

Johnny had a timber shop at
North Jatrabari. Sajib ran a furniture
shop at Saheed Faruq Road in South
Jatrabari.

Saarc LDCs
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TheUSnowleviesa 16 percentdutyon
RMG imports, including those from
Bangladesh, under a quota regime
that was in force up to December of
lastyear.

But now that the quota restriction
has elapsed, the entry of Bangladesh's
RMG to the US will become free from
all tariff and non-tariff restrictions,
once the duty-free access comes into
force as the new bill to the Congress is
goingtoseek.

Huq said the placement of the new
bill in the US Congress and Senate will
create a new business environment
for Bangladesh in terms of attracting
newbuyers.

Focusing on the new EU business
rules, the BGMEA president said
Bangladesh, as the least developed
country, will enjoy zero tariffs for all its
apparel exports to the 25-nation
Europeanmarket.

He said the local value addition
content under the new GSP scheme ~
will vary from zero to 25 per cent
depending on the nature of the prod-
uctsand someother considerations.

The present value addition require-
mentforthe EUmarketis5] percent.
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36 US soldiers killed -
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attacks targeting political groups and
voting sites.

CHOPPER CRASH

US military transport helicopter
crashed during sandstorms in Irag's
western desert yesterday, killing 31
people, all believed to Marines,
while insurgents killed five other
American troops in the deadliest day
for US forces since the Iraq war began,
reports AR

A Bush administration official said
the cause of Wednesday's crash was
not immediately known but that there
was bad weather at the time. An
Accuweather map of Iraq showed
sandstorms in the western region of
[raq near the Jordanian border where
the crash took place.

The CH-53 Sea Stallion was carry-
ing personnel from the 1st Marine
Division when it went down about
1:20am near the town of Rutbah, about
220 miles west of Baghdad, while
conducting security operations, the
militarysaidin astatement.

It was also the deadliest day for US
forces since the March 2003 invasion.

In Iraq's Anbar province, four US
Marines were killed in fighting, the
militarysaidina statement.

The statement gave no further
details, but WABC reporter Jim Dolan,
who was embedded with the troops
who were attacked, said the deaths
came when insurgents ambushed a
Marine convoy leaving the town of
Haditha, hitting a vehicle with a
rocket-propelled grenade.

Also Wednesday, insurgents
attacked a US Army patrol near the
northern town of Duluiyah, killing one
soldier and wounding two others, the
US command said.
THREATTODISRUPT POLLS
The group of Al-Qaeda frontman Abu
Musab al-Zargawi, as well as several
other extremist organisations, have
vowed to disrupt the polls and warned
the population against taking part in
theelectoral process.

Zarqawi, whose group claimed
attacks on 12 polling stations Tuesday,

hasdeclared waronthe elections.

"Trained snipers will be ready to kill
the apostates who go to the electoral
lnirs,” wamed a statement signed by
Zarqawi's organisation.

Voter turmout is expected to be
extremely low [n Sunni Muslim areas,
due to the security threat and boycoit
calls by Sunni parties and clerics
arguing that elections should not be
held untilall foreign troops leave [raq.

But the incumbent prime minister,
US-backed [yad Allawi, signalled no
interest in setting a timemmble for a
withdrawal of coalition troops.

*1 will not set final dates because
dates now would be both reckless and
dangerous,” Allawi told reporters on
Tuesday.

CARBOMBKILLS 7
Seven people were killed yesterdayina
car bomb attack on a police station In
Kirkuk, reports AFE.

Elsewhere, four American soldiers
were wounded in a car bomb attack
targeting a military convoy on the
Baghdadairport road.

Astring of other attacks rocked Iraq
on Wednesday, including several
against polling centres, as rebels
stepped up their campaign of intimi-
dation ahead of Sunday's polls, the
firstin the post-Saddam Hussein era.

Major General Turhan Yusef, police
chief in the ethnically-divided north-
ern city of Kirkuk, said three police-
men, two soldiers and two civilians
werekilled in the blast.

Rebels pounded eight polling
stations with rockets, mortar shells
and bombs within a few hours in the
same restive regions, Iraqi police and
local officials said.

Three were hit in Baquba and two
others outside the troubled town. A
voling centre came under rocket fire in
the town of Dhuluiyah, and another
was hitby abomb blast near Samarra.

A bomb also went off near a school
in Baghdad that like many other
schoals is being turned into a polling
station for the elections.

Chaos at Sylhet
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coupeforthejudge.

Appearing at the station at around
2:45pm yesterday, the judge
expressed resentment and went fo
circuit house from there, Sylhet
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Mostafa Kamal went there on his call.

Kotwali Police Station OC Syed
Mahbubur Rahman later took the
station manager to the circuit house
where the judge ordered the OC to
arrest him, although he (Nurul)
apologises for his failure to provide
the ticket, said sources. The OC took
the station manager to the police
station.

et SP took Justice Miftah back
to the railway station at' around’

3:15pm but in the meantime railway

employees started demonstrating

against the arrest of the station man-

ager. They stopped the train and

pelted stones and brickbats at

Parabat that panicked a few hundred
ngers.

As the milway employees went on
rampage, the passengers, waiting
anxiously for the departure of the
train, ran for cover. They shut the
windows to save themselves from the
suddenattack.

As the rail communication
remained snapped, police produced
the station manager before the
Additional District Magistrate's
Court, Sylhet.

After hearing, the court released
the station manager on bail and at
around 5:00pm a team of police,

* paramilitary Bangladesh Rifles and

Armed Police took him to the station
that brought normalcy there. At
5:55pm, Parabatleft Sylhet for Dhaka.

The OC of Kotwali Police Station

said he had arrested the station man-
ager at the directive of the judge. He
said he could not handcuff the station
manager as per the directive of the
judge as no handcuff was with him at
thattime.

PASSENGERS RESENT

Many passengers of the train and
locals blamed Justice Miftah Uddin
Chowdhury for the passengers' plight
and expressed resentment. The
incident left the passengers stuck up
at the station for three hours and
caused sufferings to them.

About half of the passengers
returned home disappointed belore
the train left Sylhet station three
hoursbehindibe schedule.

US expatriate Muhit Chowdhury
who was on board the train said
harassment of a few hundred passen-
gers for only one passenger’s ticket is
not expected in a civilised and demo-
cratic society. He said the judge
should resign.

Another passenger Sabuj Mian
who was to visit an ailing patient in
Dhaka expressed grave concern over
the incident. He said it is very unfor-
tunate that the train was stopped and
a few hundred passengers sulfered
due to arowover tickets forajudge.
STATION MANAGER'SVERSION
Talking to reporters, the station
manager said ticket for the only six-
seated coupe was sold earlier,

There is one three-seated coupe for
VIPs and one six-seated coupe for gen-
eral passengers in the Pambatand 1S
for the seatswerealready sold out.

"Tickets of six seats were sold on
January 17 while I received the letter
on January 24," he said, adding the
letter did not mention how many
tickets the judge would need.

Davos kicks off festival
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is at the heart of the forum's five-day
spree of conferences, workshops,
parties and impromptu hallway t
expected to draw 2,200 participants
from 96 countries.

The A-list crowd includes new
European leaders like Ukraine's
President Victor Yushenko and
European Commission president Jose
Manuel Barroso, while Executive Vice
Premier Huang Ju symbolises China's
growing global presence.

Anti-globalisation activists have a
permit to protest what they see as a
celebration of free-market capital-
ism, although security is otherwise
tightin the narrow mountain valley.

Swiss authorities have mobilized
up (05,000 troops, a squadron of F-18
fighters and 50 helicopters to protect

the well-heeled and well-connected
guests, including the actors Sharon
Stone, Angelina Jolie and Richard
Gere.

But terrorism, a major theme in
January 2002 that was replaced by the
war in Iraq for the past two years, is
not high on the agenda, which this
year was to be set by a town hallmeet-
ing and will likely include several
topics.

Middle, East peace could be a
major one if freshly elected
Palestinian leader Mahmud Abbas
arrives to join Israeli Foreign Minister
Silvan Shalom and deputy prime
minister Shimon Peres.

The fight against AIDS and s
economic cost to companies was also
tipped asatopsubjectofdiscussion.

Two killed in 'crossfire'
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In another incident, Nata Kabir, 32,
an armed cadre of PECP
(Janajuddho) was lynched by an
angry mob at 11:00pm onTuesday at
Tootpara Mahirkhal area under
Khulna Police Station. Police seized
some posters and leaflets from his
possession.

Nata Kabir was wanted in three
murder, one police assault, one
extortion and one arms act cases
recorded with the Khulna Police
Station, Assistant Commissioner of
Khulna Metropolitan Police Anisur
Rahmansaid.

Angry mob lynched another
PBCP (Janajuddho) outlaw Russel
Shaikh, 32, early Tuesday at Putia
Wapda embankment area under
Fakirhatupazila of Bagerhat district.

Police seized two hand bombs
and leaflets of four extremist organi-
sations from his possession.

Police said Russel Shaikh alias
Bomaru Russel was a listed criminal
and a member of the bomb squad of
PBCP (Janajuddho) faction.

Our Rajshahi correspondent
adds: A top regional highwaymen's
leader was killed in ‘crossfire’
between l;ﬂs aides and police at

Taratbari area in Sadar upazila of
Naogaondistrictearly yesterday.

On Tuesday noon, detective
branch of police arrested Jamir
Uddin, 42, who led many robberies
on roads in Rajshahi, Naogaon,
Bogra, Joypurhat and Natore
regions, police said.

Following his statement, police
took Jamir to an abandoned house
near Taratbari Primary School for
retrieving arms and nab his associ-
ates,

As police reached the spor,
Jamir's cohorts opened fire, trigges-
ing a shootout that lasted for 10
minutes.

Trying to flee away, Jamir was
bullet-hit and fell to the ground,
policesaid.

He was rushed to the Sadar
hospital where doctors declared
himdead.

Police recovered a shutter gun, a
pipe gun, three bullets, four
machetes, two axes and two knives
from thespot.

Jamir was an absconding
accused in seven cases of robbery
and charge-sheeted in four cases,
police said.



