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Womn-out roads at Katalganj, left, and Halishahar. The roads go under water during rainy season and accidents are communpiaue, but the
_ authorities concerned are indifferent to the problemsfor years.

Besidents‘ of posh
areas cry for
civic amenities

RANGAMATI

The bounty of nature

SHAHADAT HOSSAIN RIAD
Greater Chittagong has plenty
of potentials to offer. And tour-
ism is one that surely will top

. the lists. Rangamati, Kaptai,

Bandarban and Khagrachhari
are few such names enriched
with exotic natural setting.

Yet, Rangamati is undoubt-
edly 4 bit different from among
the spots so far aesthetic rich-
ness is concemed. Nestled
around with zigzag hills, the
greens all around, the serene
lakes and the serpentine roads
really beckon refreshing .
moments to the tourists, espe-
cially those who have penchant
to go close to the nature, And
once visited, any tourist will be
tempted to make another come-
back to Rangamati.

Tourists usually flock in great
numbers to Rangamati each
winter spanning three to four
months from November. The
period is called peak season for
tourists when the tiny hill town

wears a festive look. Most of the
cottages, lodges, hotels, motels,
rest houses and bungalows
become overcrowded with
tourists from home and abroad
during the season.

The Bangladesh Parjatan
Corporation (BPC) lodges and
cottages are available in
Rangamati for tourists to have a
brief sojourn there. The rent for
asingle cottage of eight beds is
Tk 1,500 a night while Tk 1,000
for a four-bed cottage.

"The fare is relatively
cheaper if one considers the
facilities we offer to the visi-
tors,"” said a BPC official in
Chittagong.

" The private hotels, however,
charge reasonable fare ranging
between Tk 100 to Tk 300 for
each night but they lag far
behind the facilities the BPC
offers. Many tourists are to stay
in private low quality hotels as
the number of tourists is much
higher than the cottages, lodges

or rest houses can accommo-
date during the peak seasonin
Rangamati.

" travel Rangamati every
winter and sometime I have to
stay in low quality hotels, find-
ing no space in cottages or
lodges," said Shahidur Rahman,
Public Relations Officer of
Chittagong Eye Infirmary and
Training Complex, a frequent
‘visitor to the scenic town.

Rangamati has too many
exciting spots to pay visit. A
glimpse to the hanging bridge,
Pedatingting, tribal museum,
Rajbihar and Shubhalong foun-
tain can make one's trip memo-
rable. :

Of the scenic spots,
Shubhalong is the most attrac-
tive one because of its beautiful
natural fountain and the sweet
murmur from it. The fountain
water incessantly gives delight
to the travellers and feasts their
eyes 1o witness nature's bounty,

Wooden trawler is the lone

mode of transport to travel to
Shubhalang from Rangamati
hill district. Itis a one hour and
15 minutes' journey to reach
the coveted place, crossing over
20km waterways. The jouney
becomes more worthwhile
when guest birds are found in
all sorts of funand frolic over
the lake water. The tribal people
also wave from their passing
trawlers to the tourists asa
gesture of greetings.

The Shubhalong Recreation
Centre is another attraction, A
mini zoo provides much plea-
sure to the children there.
Tourists can take a sip of
warmth and hot coffee and
buy few items at the Coffee
House in Shubhalang. There
are also a number of shops in
the district headquarters with
attractive tribal commodities.
They sell tribal dress, foods
and other cultural icons.
Those can be purchased as
mementos,

Daffodil Computer Fair ends

The Daffodil Computers Limited arranged a weeklong
Computer Fair from January 7 to 18 on the occasion of
inauguration of its Mega Showroom in the port city, says

apressreledse.

SHAHIDUL IS1LAM

Thousands of residents at posh
residential blocks built by
Chittagong Development
Authority (CDA) are deprived of
civic amenities like uninterrupted
supply of drinking water, electric-
ity and good road networks since
long.

Continued crisis of drinking
water, persistent loadshedding,
waterlogging and roads in dilapi-
dated conditions have made life
miserable for people of the resi-

dential areas at Chandgon,

Katalganj and Agrabad in the city.
"You may envy thatwe livein a
so-called posh area but will be
amazed to know that we pass our
days amid untold miseries. We are

to face all sorts of civic problems
everyday and 1 don't know
whether the situation is similar to
other places or not," said Mainul
Haque, senior executive of a ship-
ping firm and resident of Agrabad
CDAResidential Area.

Mainul' said I have, on many
occasions, lodged complaints
with WASA ot PDB offices about
water or power crisis in vain and
by doing so, I'm a known face to
the officials concerned.

"My tenacityand frequent visit
to the offices sometimes brought
remedies but the problem
remains a perennial one through-
outtheyear," headded.

Quamrul Islam Chowdhury,
formerly a journalist, of
Chandgaon Residential Area said
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"Becayse of bad condition of
roads, I do never dare toride on a
rickshaw in front of my house. I
usually take a 10 to 15-minute
walk to reach main road to catch
thevehicle," headded.,

The blocks also lack a good
drainage system causing environ-
mental hazards. Besides, the
drains of these areas are often
found filled with sands and house-
hold wastes. As a result, the areas
getinundated in the face ofevena
showerand it gets its worst during
the monsoon.

The CDA built up Katalganj
Residential Area in 1964, Agrabad
in 1969, Chandgaon in 1973,
Salimpur in 1985, Kamaphuli in
1995,Chandgaon (second phase)
in 1999 and Kalpalok (first phase)
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in 1999, sources said. A-total of
5,000 residential plots of various
sizes were developed in those
areas, sources added.

Of the blocks, Katalganj,
Chandgaon and Agrabad have got
the complete shape though they
lag far behind the civicamenities.

Salimpur at the Fouzdarhat
areain the city withall potential to
growup as an excellent residential
block had not got the full-fledged
shape for last two decades due to
sluggishness of the authorities
concerned as well as lack of
infrastructural development and
absence of security measures.

Kamaphuli, Chandgaon (sec-
ond phase) and Kalpalok blocks
are yet to be developed by the
CDA.

On the occasion, special price was offered forall kinds
ofaccessoriesand peripheries.

The Mega Showroom was inaugurated on January 7 at
94, Sheikh Mujib Road, Agrabad C/A, Chittagong,

Former Commerce Minister Amir Khosru Mahmud
Chowdhury MP was present in the inaugural function as
chief guest while Chittagong Stock Exchange Chairman
Habibullah Khan as special guest. Daffodil Computers
Limited Managing Director Sabur Khan presided. IT
personalities, elite, students, businessmen, andITlovers
were present.

Amir Kosru in his speech thanked the Daffodil for
opening its Mega Showroom in Chittagong and
expressed that this would help increase ICT knowledge
amongtheyoungsters and [Tlovers here,

SaburKhan said Daffodil has been working hard for 15
years to reduce the gap between technology and people
by providing quality products, services, education, train-
ing and consultancy. Daffodil is committed to develop.
the country's ICT sectorand this showroom will add new
prospectin theIT marketin Chittagong, headded.
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Tk 1 lakh donated
to CEITC

*Safuddin Ahmad Chowdhury donated a
‘cheque for Tk 1 lakh to Chittagong Eye

Infirmary and Tralning Complex (CEITG)
toaslahlishabedfo:poorpaﬁuﬂhm
on Wednesday.

Dr. Robiul Hussain, managing
trustee of CEITC, received the cheque
from Rotarian Mayeenuddin Ahmad
Chowdhury Kamran, Saifuddin's
nephew and president of Feni Rotary

; club

Mayeenuddin said that CEITC

 provided free. treatment to. the poor
. through medical camps al remote areas
'. . of greater Fenl district as well as other
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The money donated in the name of

. Salfuddin Bilkis Trust would be made
‘doubled and deposited to CEITC fund

1UB orientation
‘programme held

Speakers at a discussion on Tuesday
said that a system for quality education

Former Commerce Minister Amir Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury MP inaugurates
the Daffodil Computers Limited Mega Showroomin the port city on January 7.
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and Independent University, Bangladesh .
(IUB)is committed to ensure it.

They said while addressing the
Orientation Programma ki
(Spring  Semester) 2005 of IUB,
Chittagong.

1UB, Chiﬂagong Co ordinator .
Pm!assur Dr. Syed Safdanul Haqg pre- -
sided over the orientation programme
on the university campus. Professor Dr.
M Nuruzzaman and Associate Professor
Dr.MAyub Islam also spoke.

‘Nasiruddin new

CSE vice-.-pre'sident

Nasiruddin Ahmed Chowdhury, manag-
ing, director of Kishwar Security -
Investment Limited, was elected Vice-
President of Chittagong Slnck Exchange
(CSE).

He was elected to the post unani-
mously at the annual general rnea‘hng of
CSE held here recently.

Nasiruddin Is a business personality
having diversified business of shipping,
reatlymadé garments, buying house,
expori-import, share capital and prop-
erty development.

. hill eutting. Sharif Chouhan and Tusher
. KantiBashakspoke attherall.
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