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Crowds cling onto moving BRTC buses on Mirpur-Azimpur route in a mad rush to get to thelr destinations with the banning of rickshaws.

BRTC huses reduced

on Mirpur Road

ASHIQUR RAHMAN

The Bangladesh Road Transport Corporation
(BRTC) had promised 40 double-decker
buses on the Mirpur Road following the ban
onrickshaws from Azimpur to Russell Square.
However, within three weeks of introducing
the buses, the BRTC authorities have reduced
the number toahalfignoring public demand.

Commuters on theroute nowbelieve thatit
was a ploy by the government to falsely con-
vince people so that there was no adverse
reaction to the rickshaw ban enforced from
December 17. BRTC officials however, said
buses were reduced fearing possible losses as
there might notbe enough passengers.

But hundred of people who mainly travel
between Kalabagan and Azimpur can be seen
waiting for buses everyday for hours. Stu-
dents were the worst sufferers as there were
noalternative cheap modes of travelling.

"Every day [ have to struggle to getona bus.
It is like a war," said Simi, a Dhaka Medical
College student who lives in Kalabagan.

Hiru Mian, a businessman of Lalbagh area
complained that BRTC busses are rarely seen

during office hours and other buses do not
have minimum space. "When buses run by
private operators reach Kalabagan from
Mirpur or Mohammadpur, they are already
jam-packed. It is quite impossible to get on
board."

"The government had introduced enough

BRTC buses when rickshaws went off the road
from Azimpur to Kalabagan and for a certain
period, it also facilitated the passengers by
not demanding fare. But now very few BRTC
buses are seen running on this road," said
Shafique Ahmed, aresident of Azimpur.

Deputy general manager of BRTC's
Kalyanpur depot Indraraj Chaloma said the
decision to limit the number of buses was
taken purely from financial considerations.

"People might feel that we have deceived
them but the buses were reduced due to the
losses as passengers are not available on the
Mirpur Road."

If 40 BRTC buses were to run on the Mirpur
Road again, the government had to provide
subsidy, headded.

"The government is now thinking of |

extending the route up to Gulistan via Dhaka
University to make it more profitable for the
BRIC," said Syed Anamul Haque, acting
Chairman and finance director of BRTC.

He also said that a proposal in this regard
has already been submitted to the Dhaka
University authorities so that BRTC buses are
allowed to use the roads inside the university.

Lanes suffering from
heavy load |
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main roads of the city, lanes and On broken-down lanes like of new rickshaws starting to use

Shukrabad, Azimpur, Sipahibagh,

theroads following the ban.

"We are stuck in traffic for over
half-an-hour regularly due to the
jam in the by-lane of Dhanmondi
Road 15,"said Abbas Chowdhury,
aresident of Rayerbazar.

Out of Dhaka's 2,290-kilometre

road area, 20 kilomaters have been |
_ macle rickshaw free. The authorities

plan more roads without rickshaws
in the future, But while enforcing
the ban, necessary contingency
measures have been ignored.

It is believed that there are
some two lakh illegal rickshaws in
Dhaka and the numbers are
increasing by the day with more
people moving into the capital
from villages in search of a better
living. But the city does not have
enough by-lanes to accommodate
more commuters and vehicles.

The lanes previously used by
rickshaws and cars are now expe-
riencing additional load. Because
of the heavy traffic, the existing
potholes and cracks are deterio-
rating and new ones are develop-
ing. There is more noise pollution
and the atmosphere is always
crowded. Pedestrians using the
lanes are fearful of getting hit by
rickshaws near crossings as they
try to race each other on the nar-
rowlanes when signals turn green.

Trucks and heavy vehicles are
also damaging the lanes by using
themat night.

When asked about their plans
on solving this problem, a senior

The increasing number of parties and social gath-
erings has resulted in a high demand for ice cubes,
manufactured commercially.

Since 1997, plants were developed for large-
scale manufacture ofice, and although theydid not
make a beneficial commencement has now turned
into great profit centres.

Sources from a clubs like Dhaka, Gulshan,
Nordic and International said they no longer
undergo the hassle of producing ice cubes, when
they can now buy crushed ice or cubes from vari-
ous production plantsin the city.

Mozammal Huq Shahin, assistant officer of
Himaloy Ice described the production procedure:
"Water from WASA goes through several phases of
purification without beiling. Mineral compounds
like carbon and ceramic help in the filtering pro-
cess. Finally ultra violet rays are sent through the
water to killbacteria",

Ice cool parties

(each containing 850 grams of ice) are produced a
day, according to sources from another plant.
Clubs and hotels buy these ice bags at Tk. seven to
10 per B50 grams.

"When the business started in 1997 sales were
only 10 packets a day. None wanted to buy packet
ice. With major clubs and hotels in the city buying
packet ice, the scene has now changed. The busi-
ness is quite good. We are soon going to install a
machine with higher capacity to produce the
enormous volumes demanded by clubs and
hotels," added Mozammel.

Dhaka and Gulshan club authorities said their
daily requirement is a minimum of 60 bags of ice.
This volume varies according to seasons and party
times. The highest consumption by a single club
goes to as high as 150 bags a day while smallerclubs
use up aminimumofseven to 10 packets.

Residents now find these ice bags convenient at
house parties, as they are freely available. Pharma-

official of Dhaka Urban Transport The moulds are then filled with purified water, ceutical officials said it was easy to transport costly
Project (DUTP) said that they have and within 55 minutes, ice is produced and the vaccines to rural areas using ice bags as preserva-
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