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10 Iraqis killed in violence, 16 others in hospital fire, US soldier slain

AFP, Baghdad

Two people were killed and 10
wounded yesterday when a suicide
car bomb exploded at a checkpoint
near Iragi interim Prime Minister
Iyad' Allawi's party offices in
Baghdad while 10 others were killed
inviblence and 16 others in hospital
fire, police and medical sources said.
"Around 8:45, a man driving an
explosives-laden wvehicle rammed
into the checkpoint guarding the
entrance of the street and blew
himselfup," apoliceman told AFP.
* "We have received two dead and

10 wounded, seven of them police-
men and the other three civilians," a
medical source at Yarmuk hospital
told AFE, adding that he could not
immediately identify the dead nor
specify whether the bomber was
amongthem.

On Sunday, al-Qaeda frontman
Abu Musab al-Zargawi claimed in a
purported statement that his move-
ment had' kidnapped and killed a
candidate on Allawi's list for the
January30 general elections.

An INA official confirmed that
Salem Jaafar al-Kanani had been
abductedlastWednesday,

Zarqawi has issued several state-
ments over the past few days vowing
towreck thelandmark polls,

Earlier 10 Iraqis, including a
mother and her child, were killed
Sundayin attacks north of Baghdad,
while insurgents dynamited avoting
center, a government buildingand a
policestation around the country.

Six Iraqis, including a mother
and her child, were killed Sunday in
Samarra bombings, north of
Baghdad, while Islamic militant Abu
Musab al-Zarqgawi's group claimed
the dynamiting ofa police station.

In the latest bloodshed, three

teachers from a technical oil college
died in a roadside bombing north of
the oil refinery town of Baiji, police
said.

A married couple and their
daughter were hit by a bomb blast
that targeted an Iragi military con-
voy near Baiji, police added. The
mother and daughter were killed.
The husband was seriously
wounded.

One insurgent and' three Iragi
soldiers were also killed in a firefight
in Baiji, police said.

Major General John Batiste, the

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

* PHOTOUSTAR

Traffic police prevent a rickshaw from passing through Bangla Motor intersection yesterday following an abrupt
decision to make the Malibagh-Bangla Motor road off-limits to rickshaws.

BAN.ON RICKSHAW
Moghbazar
residents
in serious
trouble '

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The' traffic department of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police on Sunday
made the Bangla Motor to Malibagh
road off-limits to rickshaws, leaving
the rickshaw passengers of: the
surrounding areas wrtually in
island.

As people from Mugh]qazar area
can not cross or enter Mymensingh
Road through Bangla ‘Motor or
Sonargaon points with" rickshaw,
they are reallyin trouble due tolack
ofalternative transport, locals said.

Besides, the road towards Kakrail
has also been made’ uﬁ-hmit.s 1o
rickshaws.

"Rickshaws were olir {mly means
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Garbage litters this road at Bangshal in the capital yésterday, fwo days after
the Eid-ul-Azha, despite Dhaka City Corporation's efforts to clean all gar-

bage by the Eid day.

Road accidents
kill 25, injure
118 in 3 days

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Twenty five people, including seven
children, died and 118 others were
injured in road accidents in the
capital and eight districts in the last
three days,

A Dhaka bound' passenger bus
from Tangail' collided with a black
taxicab at Abdullahpur in Uttara at
about 1:30pm on Sunday, killing
four people, three of a family, and
injuring five others.

The dead are Sushil Kar, 35, driver
of a private company in Chittagong,
his daughter Tithi Kar, 5, and niece
Swarupa, 10, a student of Uttara
Udayan School, and cab driver
Shafiqulislam, 25

Taxicab driver Shafiqul died on
the spot and the other three suc-
cumbed to their injuries soon after
admission to Dhaka Medical College
and Hospital (DMCH). The injured
were admitted to Metropolitan
Hospital at Mohakhali,

The busdrivermanaged toflee.

InDemra, two bicycle riders were
crushed under the wheels of a
speeding bus on the Dhaka-
Chittagong highway Sunday eve-
ning. The victims are Milon, 20'and
Haider, 20 of Demra area.

Meanwhile, police recovered two
unidentified bodies -- one from

Shaheed Nazrul Islam Sarani and
the other from Bijoynagar road -- in
the early hours yesterday. They sent
the bodies to the DMCH morgue for
autopsy.

DMCH morgue and police
sources said' the two might have
beenkilledinroad mishaps.

Manikganj: Five people died and
eight others were injured when' a
Dhaka bound coach' from Khulna

rammed tempos, rickshaws and a
motorbike standing near Baniajuti
bus stand at 7:00pm yesterday,
accordingtothe UNB.

The dead are Jahangir, 28, Faisal,
27, Alam, 45, Babu, 25, and Rawshan
Ara, 40.

The injured--Sayedur, Aynal,
Jhantu, Shankar, Nannu, Shahid,
Paritosh and Mala--are undergoing
treatment at Manikganj Sadar
Hospital.

Angry people blocked' the
Dhaka-Aricha highway protesting
the deaths. The blockade was with-
drawn' at 8:00pm after the police
assured of raising a speed--breaker
atthepoint.

Sherpur: Three, people died and
nine were injured when a bus
rammed-aA¢mpo at Nabinagar in
Sherpurtown yesterday.

The dead were identified as Abu
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Tsunami panic in Indonesia
as strong qualke kills one

AFP Jakaria

A strong carthquake shook
Indonesia's Sulawesi island yester-
day, killing one person, scverely

injuring four others and prompting
thousands to flee for fear of a repeat
oflastmonth's tsunami disaster.
The quake measured 6.2 on the
Richter scale and' caused several
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buildings to collapse in the coastal
city of Pahy, just 16km from the epi-
centre, when it struck shortly before
dawn, seismologyofficialssaid.

As a succession of smaller after-
shocks rattled the city, residents
poured from theirhomesand ran for
higherground.

"We were afraid there will be a
tsunami,” said Igbal, a hotel
employee in Palu, who reported that
thousands of people took to higher
ground. The state Antara news

‘agency said many people refused to

returnto theirhomes.

"We are scared to go home
because there are still aftershocks.
What's more, | heard there will be a
tsunami like in Aceh," another
resident was quoted as saying by
Antara.

According to Antara, a 75-year-
old man died as his house collapsed
in Palu, the provincial capital’ of
Central Sulawesi, and' four people

were badlyhurt,
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Fire kills girl
in Khulna:
1,500 shanties
gutted

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

A devastating fire in the city's Natun
bazar Char Slum on the Eid day

bumt a teenage girl to death and _

gultted over 1500 shanties.

The dead was idenlified as
Rehana, 17, daughter of Bulu Sarder,
adaylabourer.

The fire originated from a
kitchen of a shanty at about 2:45pm
and soon engulfed the entire slum,
rendering over 6,000 people home-
less, according to a general diary
(GD) filed with Khulna Police
Stationat 7:30pm.

Fire fighting units assisted by the
firemen of Bangladesh Navy '
brought the blaze under control at
around 5:15pm.

The damage caused by the fire
was estimated at over Tk 15 crore,
Fire Brigade and police sources said.

According to the deputy cofn-
missioner, the financial loss caused
by the fire may exceed Tk 5 crore. He
sent'a fax message to the higher
authorities;, seeking emergency
relieffor the victims.

Fire victims have taken shelters
in nearby houses of the unaffected
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January 25

e | Azan | Jamaat
| Fajr 530 | 605
Juma 12-30 1-15
Asr 4-15 4-30
[ Maghrib 543 | 547 |
Esha 7-15 7-45

Source: Islamle Foundation

Capital still
stuckwith
Eidhangover

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The capital seemed to be stuck with
a holiday hangover after three-days
of Eid vacation, although govern-
ment and private offices reopened
yesterday.

The holiday began for govern-
ment offices on January 20, when
most city. dwellers started leaving
the city for outlying villages and
towns in order to celebrate with
their near and dear ones the Eid-ul-
Azha, one of Islam's greatest reli-
gious festivals, An estimated four
million people left the capital over
thelastthree days.
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Palestinian militants to
suspend attacks

ARGameIy_

Militant groups have agreed to
suspend attacks as they near a
formal truce deal with Palestinian
leader Mahmoud Abbas and await
Israel's response, a senior
Palestinian official said yesterday.
The militants" promise came
afterIsraelileaders said Sundaythat
Israellis ready to hold its fire if calm
prevails, moving the two sides closer
toendingfouryears ofbloodyconflict:
US envoyWilliam Burns, a senior
State Department official, is to

arrive in'the region later'this week

- for talks with Israeli and Palestinian

leaders on the emerging cease-fire
deal. Abbasis seeking Israeli guaran-
tees that it will halt military opera-
tions, including arrest raids and
targeted killings of militants.

Israel in the past has refused to
grant amnesty to militants, but
appeared to be softening its posi-
tion. Asaf Shariv, an adviser to Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon, said Israel
would not make public declara-
tions. "It will'be a de facto cease-
fire," he said. "If there is quiet, we

will respond with quiet.”

Abbas on Monday was wmpplng
up a week of talks with militant
leadersin Gaza.

Palestinian negotiator Ziad Abu
Amr said the'armed groups have
promised tosuspend attacksonlsrael.

"They will continue doing that

for some time to see ifIsraelis ready
to accept demands and hold’ the
truce,” Abu Amr told the Voice of
Palestinian radio, after Abbas said in
a TV interview that he was close to
sealing a cease-fire deal with the
militantgroups.
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