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iangla Bhai's men
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police and the Rab," said a source
inside the JMJB.

Ordered by their leaders, IMJB
cadres from different upazilas and
even from Naogaon and Natore
started gathering in the morning at
Sikdari, Hamirkutsa, Talgharia,
Goalkandi, Taherpur, Jhikra and
Jhargram.

By noon, with their number
reaching several thousands, they
gathered at the Bhabaniganj Boys'
High School field and chanted
slogans against the lynching of their
three fellows.

"We'll not let the blood of the
martyrs go unpunished." 'The
administration should answer for
killing our people.’ 'Blood forblood,'
were the slogans used by the agitat-
ing IMIB men, sources said.

Police intercepted them using
batons as they brought out the
procession at the school gate. IMJB
men retaliated with bricks and
stones. 7

"We asked them not to maove for
the criminals, but they did not heed
us," said OC Kibria, speaking by cell
phone. He added that the clashes
lasted forhalfan hour,

He said police lobbed three tear
gasshells, several rubber bullets and
blankshotstodispersethe mob,

In the afternoon, locals said, Rab
and police indiscriminately forced
bearded youths into the town's
saloons, foreing them to shave.

SI Mahbub Hossain of Bagmara
PS filed a case after the clashes,
accusing the JMIB cadres of attack-
ing police and interrupting govern-
mentwork.

‘Some local villagers, meanwhile,
criticised the police fortheir actions.
"Policeshould take alesson fromthe
incident that terrorism cannot be
eliminated through terrorism,” said
an area dweller, adding that the
police have backed the JMJB since
its founding on March31,2004.

"Yesterday's incident is nothing
different from rearing a snake with
milk and bananas", commented
pro-liberation doctors' association
president Dr Sayed Safiqul Alam.

Yesterday's clashes resulted from
an earlier ‘incident on Saturday
night, when a mob lynched three
bearded men of the fugitive terrorist
Bangla Bhai-led Jagrata Muslim
Janata Bangladesh at the Bagmara
upazila.

The lynching ensued immedi-
ately after a militant group bombed
to death a villager and injured 30
others while running away from a
fuiled attempt on the life of Sreepur
unjon council chairman  Mokbul
Flossain Mridha, who belongs to the
Awami League (AL).

Local AL members called a half-
day hartal in the Taherpur munici-
pality on Tuesday and a protest
meeting on Wednesday for aum.k'z
onALleaders,

Mokbul Mridha, 48 and vice
president of Sreepur union AL, was
attacked at approximately 8.30pm
on Saturday while walking home
with local AL advisor Yusuf Ali
Pramanik.

As many as 11 masked men
waylaid them at Kuthibari. "Seven of
the attackers swooped down on us
and hit Mridha with an iron rod on
his head," said Yusuf talking to The
DailyStar.

They then fired three shots, one
hitting Mridha in the hip as he was
jumping into a roadside ditch, said
Yusuf. Mridhawas later admitted to
Rajshahi Medical College Hospital
(RMCH).

. The attackers, meanwhile,
started to flee as villagers began
chasing them. Cornered at Khoira
beel, the attackers then hurled a
bomb and killed Mahbub Hossain
Dewan, 35, the AL publicity secre-
tary at ward no. 9 of Taherpur

municipality.

Some 30 persons were also injured
inthebombattack. Nine of themwere
admitted to RMCH with splinter
wounds to their bodies, including
theirheads, faces,and eyes.

Infuriated at the bomb attack,
villagers jumped in the beel and
caught three of the attackers, beat-
ingthemto death on the spot. Three
others escaped.

The incident was the fisst time
thatvillagers tumed outagainstJMJB
since the militant band started oper-
ations on March 31 of last year,
unleashing a violent campaign in
which as many as 15 have been killed
and several hundred others tortured,
allegedly with police support on the
pleaofeliminating outlaws.

Thelynched persons were identi-
fied as Abdur Rahman, a 20-year-old
Alim (intermediate) student of
Taherpur Madrassah; Ibrahim
Hossain, an 18-year-old S5C
examinee from Bhabaniganj High
School; and Abdul BakiMurad, 22, a
man from Pallapara, Adamdighi in
Bogra, Bangla Bhai's home.

A bad day
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These rising costs forced them to
demand higher prices for bulls as
compared to the previous year. But
most buyers, particularly those fram
the limited-income group, said their
incomes have not increased, forcing
them to bargain in line with their
budget. Many roamed from one
market to another, haggling for
cheaper prices.

Prices also came down due fo
large supplies of caitle from home
and neighbouring countries, cattle
traders said.

As a result many traders were
seen returning home with their
cattle, saying they were unable (o
make handsome profits compared
tothe previousyear.

When asked about this Eid's
prices, traders at Demra said, "We
are going back home since buyers
arenot offering satisfactory prices."

But some optimistic traders
predicted they might make good
profits during last minute sales, as
theydidinthe previous year.

Tanners happy
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before the Eid, which helped them
to keep the prices lower. As the law
enforcement agencies were active,
muscleman tould not make money,
nccuu!ingm traders. 1.,

“We had no option but to keep

the hide prices low as the cost of
chemicals and salt required for
processing would be much higher
thisyear," the BFLLEA leader said.
According to sources, the prices
ofleather processing chemicals rose
by 25 percent on the international
market while salt price in local
market rose this year to more than

Tk 400 per maund from Tk 300 last

year.

According to Bangladesh Hide
and Skin Merchants Assogiation
(BHSMA), prices of hides of sacrifi-
cial animals were 15 to 20 percent
less than those oflast year.

A piece of hide of a big cattlehead
sold between Tk 1,300 and Tk 1,800
this year, medium sized ones
between Tk 1,000 and Tk 1,300 and
small ones between Tk B00 and Tk
1,000, according to BHSMA.

On the other hand, hides of goat
weresold betweenTk 200 and Tk 250.

However, the tanners said prices
of hides were more or less the same
this year. They are purchasing hides
of 2 big cattlehead between Tk 2100
and Tk 2200, medium ones between
Tk 1300 and Tk 1400 while small
onesbetween Tk 600 and Tk 700.

Road accidents kill 25
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Hanifa, 45, Sufia, 70, and Azizur
Rahman, 12, Police and witnesses
said the Dhaka-bound bus dashed
and smashed the tempo at about
10:30am. Hanifa died on the spot,

Sufia on the way to Sadar Hospital .

andAzizdied atthe hospital.

The injured were admitted to
hospital

Meanwhile, a young man, Tarun,
21, was seriously injured when a
truck knocked his motorcycle on the
Sherpur-Dhaka highway at around
11:30amon thesame day.

A boy named Saidee, 7, was also
injured critically as a speeding
microbus hit him at Bhatshala in
SherpurSadarupazilaonthe day.

Habiganj: One unidentified man

wais killed and 20 others were injured
in a road accident on the Dhaka-
Sylhet highway near a gas field at
Rashidpur in Bahubal upazila on
Sunday.
Police and locals said the aceident
occurred at noon when a Dhaka-
bound passenger bus skidded off the
highwayandfellintoa ditch.

The injured were admitted to
Srimangal and Bahubal heath com-
plexes,

Kushtia: One person was killed
and 30 others were injured as a truck
carrying cattle-traders crashed into a
roadside ditch near Kushtia Fish
Hatchery in Sadar upazila on
Saturday.

The deceased, Amirul Islam, of
Nandiarchar village in the sadar
upazila was among some 70 cattle-
traders returning home by the truck
after selling sacrificial cows in the
capital.

Locals rescued the injured and
rushed them to the Kushtia General
Hospital,

Faridpur: A young man and a
woman died and 25 others were

injured when a Dhaka bound bus
from Barisal fell into a roadside ditch
at Purbo Sadardi near Bhanga on
Sundaynight.

The dead, Sultana Begum, 25 and
Liton, 24, of Rajapur, [halakati died
soon after admission to Faridpur
Medical College and Hospital. The
injured are now undergoing treat-
mentatthe hospital.

Gaibandha: Two pedestrians were
killed when a truck hit them on the
Bogra-Rangpur Highway at Boalia on
Sunday, according to our correspon-
dent.

The deceased are Asitan Bewa, 60
and Rani, 8.

In another accident, Turjo, 10, son
of Jahangir Alam of Masterpara of
Gaibandha, was killed when a speed-
ing truck dashed a rickshaw from
behind in the town yesterday.

Meanwhile, 21 people wereinjured
when a Dhaka-bound passenger
coach collided with another bus in
Galbandhatown on the same day.

Patuakhali: Two girls, identified as
Moyna, 8, and Salma, 9, were hit by a
Barisal bound bus while they were
crossing the road near Moukaran
Bridgein Badarpur area of Patuakhali
townSunday morning,

Our correspondent reported that
Moyna died on the spot while Salma
was admitted to Patuakhali General
Hospitalinacritical condition.

Immediately after the accident,
locals damaged six buses. Police
rushed to the spot and brought the
situationunder control.

Jessore: Russel, 6, son of Ashraful
of Kaliganj Police Station of Thenidah
district, was run over by a bus on
Sunday when he was crossing
Jhenidah-Magura road near
Bahadurpur village in Sadar Police
Station, according to our correspon-
dent.

Eid hangover
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The government extéended the
holiday by one extra day as Friday,
the weekly holiday, fell during the
three-day Eid vacation. However,
newspaper offices observed three
days of vacation.

‘The Eid festivities, coupled with
the weather, helped slow down the
otherwise chaotic pace of life in the
capital. Chilly weather forced many
city dwellers to remain indoors,
where they watched special Eid
programmes on television while
their children spent their days atthe
parkorthezod. |

The city's notorious traffic was
much less chaotic in the last few
days, with fewer pedestrians, rick-
shaws, auto-rickshaws, minibuses
and other vehicles visible on the
streets. Normally crammed buses
even had seats for passengers.

The capital still looked deserted
yesterday as most shops and busi-
ness centres lu:pl: their shutters
down.

Attendance was very thin yester-
day at the Secretariat, the headquar-
ters of ministries and offices of the
Republic, with most of the ministers
absent on the first day of office open-
ing. Presence in other government
officesinthe capital wasalso thin.

Sources said only a few staff
members turned up and stayed in
their offices. Those who did were
seen exchanging Eid greetings and
sharingstoriesabout their sacrificial
animals and their Eid celebrations.

Secretariat sources said that virtu-
ally no business was conducted in the
offices, since a good number of offi-
cers and employees are on additional
leave to spend more time at the village
homes of their families, "as they find
4-days ofholidaynotenough”,

Rooms of the ministers and
secretaries at the Bangladesh
Secretariat were opened for all to
exchange Eid greetings with officials
and staff. Ministers and secretaries
meanwhile passed a "very relaxed"
dayyesterday.

In Motijheel, the country’s busi-
ness hub, business resumed at all
insurance companies, semi-
government offices, autonomous
bodies, multinational companies
and the offices of local business
complexes, although staff seemed
too inadequate to conduct business
asusual,

As he refused
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Local photographer Alam said a
popular figure, Mridhawonatallthe
nine centres in Sreepur UP election
in2002. "Eis popularityis the reason
behind theatternpron him, " he said.

A source, however, said the IMJB
cadres demanded Tk 5 lakh toll from
Mridha seven days ago and he was
attacked for hisrefusal.

Ashraful denied the allegation.
He accused more than 20 people
including a few influential BNP
leaders of Sreepur and a JM]B cadre
oftheattempt.

Bagmara AL leader Anil Kumar
Sarkar said Bhabaniganj Municipal
Chairman Khoda Bux, Kachhari
Koalipara Union Parishad
Chairman Ayen Uddin and Maria
Union Parishad Chairman Akbar
Hossain were also threatened with
deathinaweek.

The JMJB cadres told them to
leave the AL or face death or dire
consequences, Anil said.

UPDF protest
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A gang of around 25 armed assailants
raided the house of Suresh Chakma in
Headmanpara village atabout 7:30pm
on Wednesday and shot Juddhamoni,
35, son of Rajmoni Chakma of the
same village. FHe died on the spot.
UPDE leader Parakrom Chakma, who
was on the spot, narrowly escaped the
attack

UPDEF has held the PCISS cadres
responsible for the killing. In a press
release it says Juddhamoni went to
Suresh's residence for meals on the
night after working at the party office
in Kutukchhari bazar,

Policesaid the killingtook place as
a sequel to rivalry between the pro-
peace treaty PCJISS and the anti-
peacebody, UPDE

™o

Fire kills girl
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people, business establishments and
schoals.

Khulna city Mayur Shaikh
Tayebur Rahman distributed 1200
blankets and Tk | lakh among the fire
victims. The mayor has fervently
appealed to theaffluent people of the
city to come forward with financial
and material help for the victims.

Khulna city and district Awami
League jointly distributed food
among the fire victims. Leaders of the
BNE Jubo Dal and Chhatra Dal also
distributed relief goods and winter
clothes.

Different NGOs (non-
governmental organisations) have
also joined relief operation. Over one
hundred tents have been provided
for the victims for temporary rehahil-
itation.

Our staff correspondent reparted
that two small plastic industries were
gutted in a fire ar Lalbagh in the
capital yesterday.

Fire Brigade sources said the fire
originated from an electric short
circuit at a plastic industry belonging
to Alauddin on the first floor of Hazi
M Iqbal Hossain's house in South
Islambaghatabout l?.:lapm.

The fire soon engulfed another
plastic industry of Sarfuddin housed
on the ground floor of the house.
Plastic goods and machines of both
the industries were gutted.

Fire fighters from Lalbagh and
Palassey rushed to the spot and
extinguished the blazeat 1:10pm.

Eid-ul-Azha celebrated
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Jamir Uddin Sircar, Chief Justice Syed
] R Mudassir Hossain, Mayor of
Dhaka City Corporation Sadek
Hossain Khoka, ministers, members
of parliament, diplomats, and politi-
cal and military high ups offered their
prayers.

Five separate Eid congregations
were held at Baitul Mukarram
National Mosque at 7:00am, 8:00am,
9:00am, 10:00am and 11:00am.
Besides, 361 Eid Jamaats were heldin
differentparts ofthe city.

People from all walks of life
sireamed into the Prodhanmantri
Bhaban (prime minister's official
residence) and exchanged Eid greet-
ings with Prime Minister (PN1)
Khaleda Zia on the occasion of the
Eid-ul-Azha, reports UNB.

Wishing all a very happy Eid, the
PM gave directive to her aides to look
inta the problems and needs of some
visitors, which included providing
physically handicapped poor with
wheelchairs,

LGRD and Cooperatives Minister
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, Housing
and Public Works Minister Mirza
Abbas, PM's Political Secretary Harris
Chowdhury, Dhaka City Mayor Sadek
Hossain Khoka and Mosaddek Ali
FaluMP were present.

Earlier, the PM exchanged Eid
greetings with ministers, MPs,
judges, diplomats, and senior civil
and military officials at her Hare
Road office.

Chief Justice, former advisors of
caretaker government, editors and
senior political leaders were also
among invited guests at the FHare
Road office, the report says.

National flags were hoisted atop
government and private buildings.
The streets of the capital were deco-
rated with colourful miniature flags
inscribed with Eid Mubarak in Bangla
and Arabic, In the night, many public
and private buildings were colour-
fullyilluminated.

On the day, the government
provided improved meals for the

inmates of prisons, hospitals,
vagrants' homes and ather state-run
dormitories.

Underprivileged children enjoyed
the opportunity to visit the Shishu
Park in the city's Shahbagh free of
cost.

Before the Eid, especially on
Thursday and Friday people in hun-
dreds of thousands left the capital for
their village and small town homesto
celebrate the day with their near and
dearones.

According to a preliminary esti-
mate, around 50 lakh people left the
capital to observe Eid elsewhere
leaving the city streetslook desolate,

UNB adds: Leader of the

" Opposition and Awami League chief |

Sheikh Hasina exchanged Eid greet-
ings with peaple fromall walks of life
ather Dhanmondi office on Saturday.

Shealso exchanged greetings with
foreign diplomats and representa-
tives of international agencies on the
occasionof Eid-ul-Azha.

Party activists as well as corhmon
eople met the AL chief and apprised
ﬁer of their problems while exchang-
ing greetings.
“It's a day of happiness, but this
happiness remains elusive for the
poorand low-income groups who are
already battered by price-hike. They
don't have two square meals a day,”
Hasinasaid.

The opposition leader also
recalled the tragic deaths of party,
members including vy Rahman in
the August 21 grenade attacks on an
ALrally.

Later US Ambassador Harry K
Thomas, British High Commissioner
Anwar Choudhury and diplomats
from Muslims countries envoys met
Sheikh Hasina and exchanged Eid
greetings,

Senior party leaders Abdus
Samad Azad, Amir Hossain Amu,
Sajeda Chowdhury, Sheikh Fazlul
Karim Selim, Obaidul Kader and
Saber Hossain Chowdhury were
presenton the occasion.

Grabbed forest land
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acres of forestland in Shibrampurand
got adecree in his favour from a court
inDhakain 1994 'secreily' withoutthe
knowledge ofthe forest department.

He had allegedly submitted fake
documents and forged 'no-objection
certificare’ with the signature of the
divisional forest officer of Dhaka. The
case is now awaiting disposal in a
lowercourt.

In 2002, Nayeb Ali gave power of
attorney to Zahid Malek, proprietor of
Rahat Real Estate, who also received an
order in favour of him from Gazipur
districtadministration.

{ Zahid isthe son of the then Dhaka
mayor and minister Abdul Malek of
Ershad regime.

The forest department thenfiled a
case with a court in Gazipur and got
an injunction on the land but it was
vacated upon an appeal from Zahid.
The department then took up the
matter with the divisional commis-
sioner of Dhaka. Meanwhile, the High
Court (HC) issued an interim injunc-
tion onthe department on December
13 last year and ordered the two sides
toresolvethe caseinalower court.

Officials said the real estate firm
ignored the HC order, cut down all
trees and is now preparing residential
plotsthereforsale.

The forest department is now
going to take the matter to the
Supreme Court. "

Moreover, one Dr Abdur Rahman
got a court order in his favour by
submitting forged documents to
occupy 90 acres of [orest land in
Araishaw Proshad mouja.

The forest department said the
land was declared 'protected forest
land'ina gazette notificationin 1955.

Officials said the Bhawal Court of
Wards Estate in its certificate categor-
ically stated that it did not lease out

the land to Dr Abdur Rahman but an
HCverdictin 1998

went against the forest depart-
ment.

The department then filed a civil
Eetiliun with the Supreme Court, and

earing ofitis due on February 6.

Rahman has meanwhile felled the
trees on the land, built a boundary
wall and started real estate business
there, forestofficials said.

Suicide bombing
FROM PAGE 12
commanding US gengral in

Salaheddin provimety wiich' is|

considered a potential trouble zone
an election day, has identified Baiji
asoneofhisgreater challenges.

South of Baghdad, insurgents
dynamited a polling station near
Hilla in the predominantly Shia
provinee of Babil, police said.

Attackers blew up a school used
as avoting center in the town ofAlbu
Alwan, said policeman Moahmmedl
al-Ghanem.

Sixteen Iragis, including two
children, were killed on Sunday
when a fire swept through a hospital
in the southem town of Namnynh.
causing panicked patients to jump
outof windows.

"Sixteen people were killed and
others wounded in the fire which
broke out at 1:00 am (2200 GMT)
and which was due to a short cir-
cuit,"” said local police chief
Mohammed Muheibel.

Supporters ofIraq's most wanted
man, Abu Musab Al-Zarqawi, exe-
cuted an Egyptian driver on an Iraqi
street in broad daylight, according
to a video shown on a website
Monday.

'Disqualified’ bidder
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government gives the go-ahead, we
will proceed with it," the BPDB
officialadded.

Harbin was previously awarded
the Tongi 100 megawatt simple
cyele power plant of the BPDB.

Since September 2002, a lobby
belonging to 'an alternative power
centre' of the government has been
trying to make the BPDB sign the
deal with a certain company of
their choice, sources said. Their
interference has led to repeated re-
tendering.

The fifth bid had to be cancelled
amid apparent protest of the bid-
ders against BPDB's questionable
dealing. The Canadian government
in this process sided with the pro-
ject's Canadian bidder Lavalin and
warned against BPDB's blatant
favouring of Sumitomo.

Sumitomo was having the final
negotiation with the BPDB in the
fifth tender. While Sumitomo
turned out to be the lowest bidder
with an offer of 83 million dollars,
the Japanese company modified its
pricing by adding another two
million dollars afterwards violating
tender rules, But the BPDB did not
botherwith this vielation.

Since the last bid that was can-
celled six months ago, the project's
estimated cost has risen by 30 to 35
percent, industry insiders said. The
lowest price offered in the fifth
tender was around B85 million
dollars.

“The price of steel has risen by
30 percent; plus taka has weakened
heavily against Euro and lost some
value ngninst the dollar. So whoever
implements this project will quote
a much higher price," said an
industry insider.

As the authorities are repeatedly
re-tendering the project, power
plant developers who had earlier
shown interest in it have also
stopped knocking at the BPDB's
door and brought allegation of
corruption in the tendering pro-
cess.

Ban on rickshaw
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of transport in this road, but now it
has become hard for us to travel,"
saidalocal resident.

With a view lo reducing jam, the
traffic department has plans to
make some more thoroughfares of
the capital free from non-motorised
vehicles this year.

“Plans are in place to ban rick-
shaws from some other identified
roads of the capital,” Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) Mayor Sadeque
Hossain Khoka told the BEC Bangla
Servicelastnight.

As the next step, the road from
Science Laboratory via Elephant
Road, Shahbag and Press Club to
College Road next to Bangabazar
will be made off-limits to rickshaws,
the mayor said.

In December lastyear, Kalabagan
Russel Square to Azimpur via New
Market road was made off-limits to
rickshaws, notably reducing traffic
jaminthearea,

On MirpurRoad between Gabtali
to Russel Square, plyingofrickshaws
has been barred since December 20
in2002.

Besides they have plans to ban
rickshaws from Progati Sarani via
Rampura to Mouchak, and from
Rokeya Sarani to Farmgate in
phases, Dhaka Transpart
Coordination Board sources said.

Six lynched
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challenged youth, to death in
Shyampur in the capital after he
stabbed thrée people including the
imamofalocalmosqueonthe Eidday

Monir, a third-year student at
Jagannath University College and
resident of Jurain, came out of his
house at 7:00am with a knife and
stabibed Mohammad Yunus, imam of
Jakirulla Jam-e-Masjid and two others
when the imam was preparing for Eid
prayers,

A mob caught Monir and beat him
severely. He was rushed to Dhaka
Medical College and Hospital where
doctorsdeclared him dead at8:00am.

Monir, who was préparing to go
abroad for higher studies, got deranged
a couple of months ago, his cousin
Dipusaid.

In another incident at East
Shyampur, locals beat Hariram, 25,
another deranged youth, after he
stabbed Billal, 15, and Nowab Miah, 50,
ataround 12:00noonon the Eid day.

Catching him with a knife, Incals
beat him with bamboo sticks before
police rushed to the place. The police
found him dead and sent the body to
Mitford Hospital for autopsy.

In Lalbagh, the police recovered the
body of Mohammad Babul, 35, an
alleged drug addict, on the Eid day
evening, [t was unclear how he was
killed.

KHULNA

In Khulna, @ mob lynched an alleged
robber, Pabitra, 30, on Sunday night at
Patherbazar under Khanjahan Ali
thana, our carrespondentreported.

The police said they caught Pabitra
with a revolver from a Jessore-bound
passenger bus during routine checking
at11:30pmSundaynight.

As the policemen drgged him
down from the bus, angry locals
snatched him from the palice and beat
him mercilessly, said officer-in-charge
ofKhanjahan Ali Police Station.

Pabitrawas declared dead whenthe
police rushed him to Khulna Medical
College Hospitalat4:30amyesterday.
SATKHIRA
Our Satkhirx correspondent reports: A
gang of miscreants killed Bhola Sheikh,
50, a shrimp cultivator in
Jyotindmnagar village in the districton
Sundaynight.

Bhola went to sleep in a hut at his
shrimp enclosureon that night butwas
not found there the following morming,
the police said quoting the victim's
relatives. \

Thefloorofthe hutwas stained with
blood and the killers took away Bhola's
body; according to the police.
JHALAKATHI
In Jhalakathi, assailants slaughtered
rice trader Abdul Aziz, 55, at South
Tarabunia village in Rajapurupazila on
the Fid day. The killers intercepted Aziz
at around 12:30pm when he was
returning home after saying Eid
prayers. They stbbed him mercilessty
ardd thern sinughtered to confirm his
death.

PABNA

In Pabna, the slaughtered body of an
abscondingcriminal, Babul, 24, alsoan
operative of outlawed Purba Banglar
Communist Party, was recavered from
a roadside ditch at Bhitamud village in
Faridpur upazila on Sunday morning.
The police suspect Babul's associates
slaughtered him following a factional
fetd,

JESSORE
OurJessorecomespondentreports: The
villagers of Kashimpur in Sarsha
upazilafound the body of Kota, 35, who
used to drive motorbike for money, on
theEid day.

Locals and police suspect some
people hired him and killed him to
snatchthe motorbike.

GOPALGAN]

A UNB report says: A young man died
and four others were injured in a bomb
explosion on  Sunday night in
Naiarbari village of Kotalipara upazila,
about40kmeast of the town.

Majid Molla, 27, died onthe spot at
about 11-30pm and the family buried
him before the dawn giving rise to
suspicionabout the cause of the explo-
sion.

Police Super Mirza Abdullah Hil Bagi
said they suspect that Majid and his
accomplices were making bombs one of
whichexploded leadingtohisdeath.

Identity of the injured was not
known.

Bangladesh chase
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off one Mashrafee prodigal over. The
Narail quick, who gave away justnine
runs in his first six overs, conceded 32
in his final three. The free-scoring
Chigumbura also struck three mighty
sixes including two off occasional
bowler Rajin Saleh.

Bangladesh, who lost the [irst
match in Dhaka by 22 runs, started
the chase promisingly with local boy
Nafees [qbal hitting his maiden ODI
fifty and skipper Habibul Bashar
scoring 44 off 62 balls in a 90-run
third wicket stand after opener Rajin
and Aftab Ahmed fell cheaply.

Nafees entertained the strong
8,000-home crowd with 58 that
included five fours in 65 balls. But
once both set batsmen fell in succes-
sive deliveries of the 30th over, the
wheels fell of Bangladesh's cart.

In stark contrast to Zimbabwe's
last ten-over assault, Bangladesh
crumbled one after another while
still needing to score at just over five
runs an over, which was very much
on the cards considering they had
plenty of wickets in hand.

Needing 108 runs from the last 20
overs with six wickets intact, the
Tigers suddenly lost the a]ilpetue to
fight with Manzarul Islam, Khaled
Mahmud and Mohammad' Ashraful
departing in the space of five runs
under sell-inflicted pressure,

Khaled Mashud fought a lost
battlewith 23 notoutoff26 balls.

The only high point in a disap-
pointing display was the outstanding
bowling of young left-arm spinner
Enamul Haque,

Making his one-day debut after his
18-wicket haul in the Test series,
Enamul dispatched Hamilton
Masakadza and Rogers in successive
oversto finishwith2-37 fromten overs.

Hajj pilgrims embaﬁk
on return journey

AFP, Makkah

Hundreds of thousands of Muslim
faithful bid Makkah farewell on
Sunday as the annual pilgrimage to
Islam’s holiest sites drew to an end
without major incident despite
unusual heavy rains.

Having accomplished all Hajj
rituals, the pilgrims began on
Satmrday night the "tawaf” or cir-
cling of the Kaaba, a cubic-shaped
structure covered by a gold-
embroidered black cloth in the
direction of which Muslims turn for
prayer.

The pilgrims, back in their nor-
mal attre after performing Hajj
rituals dressed in two-piece seam-
less white cloths, walk around the
Kaaba seven times anti-clockwise
either in the courtyard of the sacred
edifice or on the two huge circular
terracesofthe Grand Mosque.

The most zealous jostle to touch
the Kaaba or kiss the black stone,
which according to tradition was
given by the angel Gabriel to

Abrahamandissetin the edifice.

Most of the 2.5 million faithful,
more than 1.5 million of whom
came from abroad, were due to leave
MakkahonSunday orMonday.

Before leaving, they were rushing
to shops to buy gifts and souvenirs
to take back home, with prayer
beads topping theirshoppinglist.

This year's pilgrimage, during
which Saudi leaders and dignitaries
repeatedly stressed that terrorism
was totally alien to Islam, went
without majorincident.

The Saudi press said three pil-
grims were killed Saturday during
scrambles to “stone the devil”® in the
Mina valley near Makkah, but there
were no tragedies of the scale of the
stampede which claimed 251 lives
duringthesame rituallast year.

The Saudi governmentsaid ithad

spent 28 million dollars u:fnzermz-
ing the holy site to make it easier for
the faithful to throw their pebbles at
the "jamarat" and on installing extra
cameras to allow the heavy flow to
be monitored. b

Three pillars symbolizing Satan
have been replaced by 25 méter (80
foot) high walls which stones can hit
more easily, and the concrete enclo-
sure of the site has been coated withe
rubbertodampenthe shocks.

"Thank God, the Hajj season was
a success in every way this year,"
enthused Mecca's governor Abdul
Majid bin Abdul Aziz, cited by the
official SPAnews agency.

"The improvements introduced
on the jamarat path and the efforts
of the police made the stoning ritual
smoother,” hesaid.

Cellphone sets
worth Tk 78.5
lakh seized

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Customs officials seized 975 mobile
phone sets worth about Tk 78.5 lakh
from two passengers at Zia
International Airport (ZIA) on
January20.
Customs men on suspicion chal-
lenged Kabir Hossain and Samsul
Alam Talukdar, passengers of flight
EK-339 that landed at the ZIA from
Malyasia when they came to receive
theirluggage from the conveyer belt.
Following the,two's admission of
having cell-phone sets, customs
officials opened their luggage and
found 575 cell-phone sets from
Hossain and 400 from Talukdar.

'Crossfire’ kills 5

FROM PAGE 1
rogation Kola confessed to possess-
ing illegalarms.

This prompted a police search at
Razarhat taking Kola with them to
recover the arms, At one stage, some
20 accomplices of the arrestee crimi-
nal started firing on police and tried
totake himaway,

Police retaliated resulting in a
gunfight in which Kola was fatally
injured. He was rushed to Rangunia
Health Complex where doctors
declared him dead, the sources said.

Sixteen bullets ofs M-16 and a
Chinese rifle and six bullets were
recovered from the spot. Police said
Kola also confessed to realising Tk 2
lakh 20 thousand in ransom in two
abductions in the area recently.
Despite heading a kidnappers’ gang,
Kola had only two abduction cases
against him as the locals hardly
dared tofile cases againsthim.

Meanwhile, Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab), Chittagong, arrested
an alleged criminal with a gun and
recovered a huge quantity of liquor
in two drives at Moheshkhaliin Cox's
Bazar and in the port city in the last
two days.

Tipped off, a 10-member team of
the elite force arrested the criminal,
Md Abu Bakar alias Monu, from his
house at Saatgharpara under
Moheshkhali upazila at around
2:30amyesterday.

Rab members also recovered one
cut-rifle and six bullets from his
possession.

In the other drive, Rab-7 seized
319 bottles of different brands of
liquor from a pond at Patenga
seabeach in the port city at about
5:00pmon Sunday.

UNB reports: A local leader of
outlawed Biplobi Communist Party
(BCP), Aynal Hossain Mondol, was
killed in crossfire between his
accomplices and police in Kushtia
on Friday.

Aided by Pabna police, Kushtia
Islamic University police had
arrested

Aynalin Bhangura thanaof Pabna
district on Wednesday.
Actingon hisstatement, policealong
with Aynal proceeded towards
Balarampur village in search of
IJIegal:u-ms and ammunition.

As the police team reached
Balampuratabout 3:30am on Friday,
Aynal’ s accomplices opened fire on
itin a bid to take him away, prompt-
ing police to fire back,” said @ mem-
ber of the Pnhcu party. Aynal was!
killedinthe 'crossfire’.

The body was taken to Kushtia
General Hospitalforantogsy.

BSS reports: A top extremist,
Shafiqul Islam, was killed in crossfire
between police and his accomplices
at Atrai in Naognonin the early hours
of Saturday.

Sub-inspector of police Shaheed
Ashraf was critically injured in the
shootout, policesaid.

Shafiqul was an absconding
accused of the sensational 'six-
murder® at Atrai and a charge-
sheeted accused in Advocate Sobhan
Chowdhury murder case,

Naogaon Superintendent of
Police Jamil Ahmed told reporters
Shafiqul was arrested from Omarhat
of Nandigram thana Friday after-
noonand taken to police station.

On the basis of his confession, a
police team accompanied by
Shafiqul went to Lalpara Sluice Gate |
area to recover illegal arms. But'
accomplices of Shafiqul fired on the
police team and police: also fired
shotsinself-defence,

Shafiqul tried to escape from
police custody but he was killed in
theshootout. !

Police seized one revolver, three
revolver bullets and four c:mndges-
fromthespot.

Shafiqul's body was handed over
to his familyafter autopsy.

Tangail: Nipah virus

FROM PAGE 1

illness among other neighbouring
inhabitants in the affected villages
in Habla unionin Basail.

"We're very alarmed by the result
and now have no doubts that the
‘unknown' viral attack in Tangail isa
Nipah outbreak,” said Prof
Mahmudur Rahman, director of
Institute of Epidemiology, Disease
Controland Research (IEDCR).

*The high mortality rate is more
alarming in Bangladesh if we con-
sider the Nipah outbreaks in
Goalanda in Faridpur and Meherpur
afewofyearsback," he added.

The rate in Malaysia where the
virus was discovered or suspected to
have originated was 39 percent
whereas in Faridpur it was 73 per-
cent.

According to World Health
Organisation (Who}, Nipah virusisa
newly recognised virus discovered
in 1999. It causes disease in animals
and then in humans through con-
tactwithinfectiousanimals.

Certain species of fruit bats are
currently believed to have been the
hosts of the virus.

It is currently believed certain
species of fruit bats are natural hosts
of the virus, but it cannot be known
how it is transmitted from them to
animals,

Antibodies to the virus havebeen
detected in pigs and other domestic
and wild animals, according to the
Who. However, the role of species
other than pigs in transmitting
Nipah virus has not yet been deter-
mined.

It is unlikely that the virus is
easily transmitted to man, although
previous outbreak reports suggest

Nipah virus is transmitted from
animals to humans more readdily,

Despite frequent contact
between fruit bats and humans,
there is no serological evidence of
human infection from bat carriers.
Pigs were the apparent source of
infection among most human cases
in the Malaysian outbreak, but other
sources such as infected dogs and
cats cannot be ruled out, said a WHO
release,

The WHO release also said the
incubation period of the virus is,
between four and 18 days. In many
cases the infection is mild or not
apparent (sub-clinical). In symp-
tomatic cases, the onset is usually
with ‘influenza-like' symptoms,
with high fever and muscle pains.
The disease may progress to inflam-
mation of the brain (encephalitis)
with drowsiness, disorientation,
convulsions and coma. Fifty percent
of clinically apparent casesdie.

No drug therapies have yet been
proven to be effective in treating
Nipah infection. Treatment relies on
providing intensive supportive care.
There are a few pieces of evidence
that early treatment with the antivi-
ral drug can reduce both the dura-
tion of feverish illness and the sever-
ity of the disease. However, the
efficacy of this treatment in curing
the disease or improving survival Is
stilluncertain.

From Septemhber 1998-April
1999, there was a large outbreak of
encephalitis in Malaysin. During
investigation, Nipah, a previously
unrecognised virus, was identified
as the causal agent. As many as 265
people were infected and 105 of
themdied.



