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Did U Know?

Margaret Court' holds the record for the
mosl successive Australian Open women's
singles titlas, claiming seven between 1960
and 1966.

Paolo Maldini
. (Classyltalian defender)
« "He was the greatest and the most
sincere -- a model of behaviour on
. the pirch, He respected everybody,
Jfrom the champions to the run-of-
. the-mill players, He also took a lot of
hard tackles and never complained.
f!ué :‘fze attackers of today -~ Mama

OnDiegoMaradona. |

gameFeb 13
at Kolkata

AFP, Kolkata

Kolkata will hast the second tsu-
nami relief charity one-day interna-
tional between an Asian XI and a
World XI, a top cricket official
announced Thursday.

"The Indian government has
given us the tax exemption that we
had requested... and the match will
be held in Kolkata on February 13,"
Asian Cricket Council chief
Jagmohan Dalmiya said.

The first match was held at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground on
January 10, raising an estimated 11
million US dollars.

The venue of the second match
had not been announced pending
the tax waiver from gate receipts by
the Indian government, whichwas a
condition set by the International
Cricket Council.

"The Finance Ministry wanted'a
trust to be formed to organise thée
match and we have now formed'a
charitable trust only for the purpose
of organising this match,”" said
Dalmiya.

The Gaddafi Stadium at Lahore
in Pakistan and Dhaka's Bangaban-
dhu National Stadium were the

SEE PAGE 14 COL 1
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THEBIG ONEI Bangladesh wicketkeeper Khaled Mashud breaks the stumps with Zimbabwe skipper Tatenda Talbu out of his crease during the first ODI yesterday.

Holiday-style

cricket

SPORTS REPORTER

| With the nation
starting to enjoy
a four-day holi-
day for Eid-ul-
Azha, the sec-
ond most important occasion for
Muslims the world over, a rush for
home has swept all over the city.
People have been jumping at all
modes of transports to reach their
nearand dearones.

And the Bangladesh cricketers,
playing their first of the five-match
one-day series against Zimbabwe at
the Bangabandhu National Stadium
yesterday, were no exception.

The urgency for enjliﬂ:lg the
short break after the gruelling two-
match Test series that Habibul
Bashar's men won 1-0 was evident
when they were set a challenging
total 0f252 by Zimbabwe,

Batsmen apparently threw their
wickets one after another. It all
started with opener Nafees Igbal,
fresh from his century in the second
and final Test at the same venue,
unnecessarily charging down the
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track to hit Panyangara out of park
even after runs were coming thick
and fast.

His partner Rajin Saleh played
some delightful strokes to race to 40
but paid the price for playing one
too many adventurous shot. Skipper
Habibul Bashar also started brightly
before perishing to self-inflicted
pressure,

Not only that Bangladesh players
were also in ahurry when itwas their
turn to bowl after the visiting cap-
tain Tatenda Taibu won a good toss
and rightly chose to bat. Amazingly,
the Tigers finished their quota of 50
overs with 23 minutes still Ieft on the
clock. Itwas certainlya big improve-
ment after theirslowover-rate at the
same venue during the famous win
overIndialastmonth.

Bashar's match fee was deducted
because of that, but the speed with
which Bashar finished his bowling
in the Zimbabwe innings, certainly
willnot earn him anyprizes.

Bangladesh eventually ended up
22 runs shortoftheirtarget thanks to
some enterprising knocks from

SEE PAGE 14 COL 5

India name tour venues

PCB reserves comments until probe report

K-} Cricket

AFP/REUTERS, undated

Pakistani cricket chiefs said
Thursday they had to wait for a
report before clearing the riot city of
Ahmedabad as one of the venues for
the national team's first full tour of
Indiain sixyears.

"I will not comment on any
venue like Ahmedabad, or any other

‘Board (PCB) spokesman -Abbas
Zaiditold AFP

Two, live at 2.3
English Premier League.

+ Wast Brom v Man City .
| Liveatdfd0pm

o Livaat2.30 pm

I anz
Engiish Premiér League

Everton v Chariton

' Same day delayat 1ipm = |
T angs sl
... Prmeraliga . .
1 Barcelona v Racing Santander
: Liveatd am

Watch out for
‘Murali during
‘World Series

AFP, Ghristchurch

8ri Lankan spin star Muttiah
iiMuralitharan promises to unleash
¢his, full repertoire, including the

,infamous doosra, in the one-day
ccricket series between a World X1

and New Zealand starting here
 Saturday.

~ "Nobody from ICC (Interna-
tional Cricket Council) has told me

not to bowl it. I can’bowl whatever |
‘want, butif] getreported again I'will

“have to go to another hearing," he

""said on arrival here Thursday for the

series which does not carry official

Jone-dayinternational status.

I Last March, he was reported for
'chucking his doosra -- a legspinner
. bowled with an offspinner's action -

- and warned he could be banned
; forayearifhe continued to bowl the
; ball with a 14 degree bend in the
elbow, well above the permitted five
degrees forspinbowlers.
The ICC meanwhile looks set to

. change the rules which could see

the doosra permitted once again

India has proposed the major
westem city of Ahmedabad -- where
at least 2,000 people were killed in
bloody Muslim-Hindu religious
riots in 2002 -- as one of the Test
venues for the tour starting next
month,

Pakistan is predominantly
Muslim, as were those who died at
Ahmedabad, while India is majority
Hindu.

"We are still waiting for an official

city for that matter, until our team;
gives Us a report, ™ Pakistan Gricket,

announcement from the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)
and would clear the itinerary only
after our two-man venue inspection
committee gives us a report by next
week," Zaidiadded.

PCB official Zakir Khan will
accompany police official Sohail
Khan to India and inspect all the
venues before submitting a report
by nextweek.

The Pakistani team are due to
arrive inIndia on February 25 to play
threeTests and five one-day games.

BCGI sources told AFP in New'
Delhi that Madras has been kepton

stand-by if either government
objects to Ahmedabad as a venue for
security reasons.

The proposed venues for the five
one-dayers are Kochi, Visakhapat-
nam, Kanpur, Jamshedpur and New
Delhi.

Mohali, in north India, and the
southern metropolis of Bangalore
willhost the other two Tests.

"The itinerary with dates will be
announced after the government
clears the venues," said BCCI secre-

tary Karunakaran Nair, adding
match dates announced last week
were also subjectto changes.

"We have a policy to rotate
matches among all the nine Test
venues in India and it is Ahmeda-
bad's turn to host one now."

"As far as we are concerned, it is
okay," Kamal Morarka, chairman of
the BCCI fixtures committee said. "It
is up to the government to consider
sinceitis anIndia-Pakistan matter.”

Accordingto the tentative sched-
ule, the tour willbreak ground with a

* thrde dity thateh in'thé northérn Kill-

resort of Dharmashala‘'on February
27, followed by three back-to-back
Tests. The resont hosts the Tibetan
government inexile.

Pakistan will also play a one-day
warm-up match at an undecided
venue between the Tests and lim-
ited-overs series. :

The touris slated to end on April 9.

Major cricket venues such as the
Eden Gardens in Kolkata and
Mumbai'sWankhede Stadium donot
feature in the proposed itinerary.

SEE PAGE 14 COL 4

Australian3 Open

AFPB Melbourne

The top seeds maintained their
relentless march into the later
rounds of the Australian Open
Thursday despite some persistent
snapping fromthe underdogs.
Men's third seed Lleyton Hewitt
and women's world number one
Lindsay Davenport both had to fight
from a set down to reach the third
round, while Venus Williams and
Anastasia Myskina also had awk-
ward moments before prevailing,
Hewitt, aiming to become the
first home winner of the Australian
Open since Mark Edmondson in
1976, came through a nail-biting
encounter with unseeded American

James Blake 4-6, 7-6, 6-0, 6-3 to keep
hisdream alive,

Former world number one
Hewitt now plays Argentina's 25th-
seed Juan Ignacio Chelain thelast32
on Saturday, staying on course for
semi-final with US second seed
Andy Roddick, whowas playinglater
Thursday.

Hewitt's battle with Blake --
returning from a miserable 2004
marked bya broken neck, the death
of his father through cancer and a
debilitating illness -- was the match
ofthedayin the men's draw.

In other ties, Britain's Tim
Henman made sure of his place with
a 7-5, 6-1, 64 defeat of Romania's
Victor Hanescuin Thr53min.

In earlier matches, 18th seed and
Olympic champion Nicolas Massu
of Chile limped out injured-while
Spanish youngster Rafael Nadal

Hewitt, Davenport toil

produced a stirring fightback to beat
Russian 15th seed Mikhail Youzhny
6-1,4-6,4-6, 7-5, 6-3.

Chile's Athens Olympics singles
and doubles gold medallist Massu
retired from his, contest with
German Philipp Kohlschreiber
while trailing 6-0, 2-0 with an
injured left foot.

Elsewhere, Argentinian 12th seed
Guillermo Canas advanced over
Spaniard Fernando Verdasco 3-6, 7-
5,6-3,6-0.

In the women's draw, Davenport
came from a set down to defeat
Michaela Pastikova of the Czech
Republic 2-6, 6-2, 6-2 to book her
place in the third round alongside
Myskina, who beat Israel's Tzipora
Obziler6-4, 6-2.

"I knew 1 wasn't playing my best
today, solknew thatno matter what,

SEE PAGE 14 COL 4

with a meeting next month
expected 10 approve a recomimen-
" dation that all bowlers be allowed a
15percentbendinthe arm.
Muralitharan welcomed the
move.
SEE PAGE 14 COL 1

PFHOTO: AFP

Third seeded Australian Lleyton Hewitt celebrates winning a point against
James Blake at the 2005 Australian Openyesterday.

Lankan duo
in the clear

REUTERS, Colombo

Sri Lanka cricketers Avishka Guna-
wardene and Kaushal Lokuarachchi
have been cleared of misconduct
during the 1CC Champions Trophy
last year, officials said on Thursday.

An official disciplinary inguiry
had been launched after the tourna-
ment into allegations in a local
Sunday newspaper of drunken
misconduct during SriLanka's rain-
affected first round match against
England.

But a disciplinary panel, chaired
by Michael de Zoysa, could find'no
evidence or witnesses to corrobo-
rate the allegations and cleared the
players of anywrongdoing.

"No one was prepared to give
evidence and there was absolutely
no evidence to substantiate the
article's allegations,” Sri Lanka
Cricket's chief executive Duleep
Mendis said.

Gunawardene, 27, a hard-hitting
opener, and Lokuarachchi, a 22-
year-old leg spinning all-rounder,
were dropped from the national
squad after Srii Lanka's tour of
Pakistan in October.

Extras: (b-1/1b-1,w-2,nb-2) +-r + 6
Total; (For8 wkisn 50 overs) 1251
Fall of wickets: 1-3 (Rogers), 2-14'

1ST BD-ZIM ODI

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the first CityCell day-

night one-day international
hetween Bangladesh and Zimbabwe
at the Bangabandhu National
Stadiumin Dhaka on Thursday:
ZIMBABWE
MatsikenyeribMahmud 33
Rogers cand b Nazmul 1
Ebrahimlbwb Baisya 1
Masakadzab Mahmud 54
TaylorbSaleh 58
Taiburunout (Saleh/Mashud) 28,
ChigumburacMashud b Razzaq 41

Panyangaranotout h 16
Utseyalbwb Nazmul 6
Hondonotout 7

(Ebrahim), 3-84 (Malsikenyeri), 4-
107 (Masakadza), 5-172 (Taibu), 6-
188 (Taylor), 7-226 (Chigumbura), B-

236 (Utseya)

Didnotbat: Mpofu.

Bowler 0O M R W
Baisya 6! 8027
Nazmul 7 035 a2
Razzaq R b L
Mahmud 1050
Kapali 10 0 40 0O
Aftab 4 0 200
Saleh LR 1R |
BANGLADESH
SalehcMatsikenyeribMpofu 40
Igbal cHondob Panyangara 12
BasharcMatsikenyerib Utseya 39
Ashraful cMasakadzabUtseya 42
AftabecRogersb Hondo 1
KapalicTaibub Hondo 4
Mashud cMasakadzabHondo 3
Mahmud runout (Chigumbura) 34
Baisyanotout 33
Razzaq b Panyangara 0
Nazmul run out (Panyangara/Talbu) 2
Extras: (Ib-3, w-9, nb-7) 19
Total: (All outin 48.1 overs) 229

Fall of wickets: 1-34 (Igbal), 2-70
(Saleh), 3-119 (Bashar), 4-128 (Aftab),
SEE PAGE 14 COL 5

Aussies stronger today

AFP, Brisbarie
World champions
Australia, secking
a third straight win
and a place in the
finals of the trian-
. gular, VB Series
- competition, will
tumn to their heavy hitters when they
meetWestIndies on Friday,
The West Indies face a daunting
task in securing their first win as the

Australians welcome back the pow-
erful opening combination of
Matthew Hayden -- who was rested

‘for the first two'matches '-- and |

Adam “Gilchrist, who missed one
matchwithakneeinjury, " =

They are also contemplating
bumping out-of-form butrenowned
one-day slogger Andrew Symonds
up the order at Brsbane's Gabba

‘ground in an attempt to make the

mostofhis power-hitting.

The Australians have a wealth of
talentto call on, with Michael Clarke
-- thefill-in opener for Hayden in the
last twomatches -- dropping back to
the middle order after impressive
innings of 66 and 97.

The boost in strike power won't
just be limited to the batting, with
pace bowler Jason Gillespie shrug-
ging off a calf strain and cleared to
play.

Selectors must also decide
whether to use all-rounder Shane
Watson in place of the in-form
spinner Brad Hogg in a four-
pronged pace attack.

For the West Indies, winless after
matches against Australia and
Pakistan, the situation is far bleaker,

All-rounder Chris Gayle further
aggravated shoulder tendonitis
during their six-wicket loss to
Pakistan on Wednesdayand may not
bowlagain on tour.

Without him, captain Brian Lara
was forced to rely more upon part-
timers Marlon Samuels, Ramnaresh
Sarwan and Wavell Hinds who went
foratotal of 128 runs from 17 overs.

Lara admitted his side was strug-
gling to find the right balance with-
out Gayle. Rising all-rounder

Dwayne Bravo, a surprise amission
on Wednesday, is likely to return to
bolster the attack. 3
Symonds enters the day-ni'glhlpr
desperate for runs after scoring four
ducks from his last five innings for.
Australia, datingbackto September.
SEE PAGE 14 COL 5

PHOTO:

‘ ) §TAR
Zimbabwe batsman Brendan Taylor shows the full face of the bat on way to

58 during the first ODl against Bangladesh yesterday.
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