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Brisk sales
atcattle
markets

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Cattle markets in the capital and on
its outskirts yesterday sawaboostin
sales and purchases of sacrificial
animals with only a day left before
the Eid-ul-Azha.

Apart from bulls and goats, buffa-
loes and even lambs were put on sale
atthe 16 makeshiftmarketsandat the
city's permanent cattle market at
Gabtoli. Cattle were also being bought
and sold at different points on the city
roadsinviolationofthelaw.

Buyers said cattle traders were
demanding higher prices of the
animals this year compared to last
year's while traders attributed this
to increased cattle feed prices and
transportcosts.

Most buyers were seen going for
ahard bargain over the price.

Traders said sometimes the
prices offered for their cattle were
even below their purchase rate.

Explaining this, trader Firoz
Alam at Golapbagh market said, "We

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

Eid celebrated
adayearly

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Several thousand puopic around the
country, including a®few in the
capital, celebrated the holy Eid-ul
Azha yesterday following Eid cele-
brations in Saudi Arabia the same
day.

Nearly 250 men and women took
part in the Eid prayers at the
Shureshwar Darbar Sharif of city's
Khilgaon. Fariduddin Khan, secre-
‘tary general of the International
Moon Sighting Committee (IMSC),
said, "We celebrated Eid on the same

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Tk 60 lakh cell
phonesets
seizedat ZIA

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Customs officials yesterday seized
mobile phone sets, electronic goods
and gold ornaments worth about Tk
60 lakh from two passengers at Zia

International Airport (ZIA).
. After a tip-off, customs person-
.nel challenged' two, passengers of
Thai Airways' TG-321, One of them
admitted to carrying mobile phone
 sets. Theflight from Bangkok landed
SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

"Two traders,
contractor

robbed

UNB, Keraniganj

Two traders and a contractor were
robbed of over Tk 100,000 in two
separate incidents in Keranigan)
yesterday,

Police and locals said a of
miscreants swooped on Sydur Islam
Shahid, 34, a contraclor from Fatullah,
when he came to Doleswar at about
9:00am to buy sacrificial animals.

The gang stabbed Shahid and
took away Tk 24,000 fromhim.

In another incident, a gang of
eight snatched Tk 78,000 and two
mobile phane sets fromlocal traders
Salam and Rafique when they went
to Chunkutia to purchase sacrificial
cows atnoon.

Separate cases were filed with
Keraniganj Police Station.
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Two bogies of a train roll onto the platform of Kamalapur Station yesterday.
- 1

Two bogies
roll onto

platform at
Kamalapur

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Two compartments of a Dinajpur-

AFP, Washington

With the US capital blanketed by
tight security and newly fallen snow,
President George W. Bush launched
his second term yesterday mindful

of a legacy shaped by the war on
terrorismand Iraq.

"America has need of idealism
and courage, because we have
essential work at home, the unfin-
ished work of American freedom,”

the president will say in his inaugu-
ral address, according to excerpts
released by theWhite House,

"In a world moving toward lib-
erty, we are determined to show the
meaning and promise of liberty," he

Bush begins new term

willadd.

Bush will be sworn in outside the
US Capito] at noon (1700 GMT), in
the 55th US presidential swearing-
in and the first since the September

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

bound express train yesterday poiis

crashed into a platform at
Kamalapur Station causing panic
among the passengers.

Railway Police said the inter-
district train Ekata Express, which
was scheduled to leave for Dinajpur
at 9:00am, broke through the plat-
form while being positioned at
about11:25am.

The train tore apart the grll

placed at the end of the track and

wenl straight into the platform,
railway police said.

The Bangladesh Railways
authorities detached the two com-
partments and the train started for

its destination at 12:30pm with the &

remaining 10 compartments.

No one was injured in the crash
though some of the passengers were
onboard.

A three-member committee was |

forjied yesterday to probe the
dent. It recorded statements of
the driver, the concerned authori-
ties and witnesses yesterday.
High officials of the BRvisited the
spot.
]

Forty more robbed
through doping

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Forty more people, all drugged
unconscious, were admitted to
Dhaka Medical College and Hospital
(DMCH) until yesterday evening, as
muggers doped them at different
cattle markets and in buses in the
capital.

The cmmnalsdmggcd 11 traders
and took away about Tk 160,000 at
the city's Gabtoli cattle market
Wednesday night.

One of the victims told reporters
at the DMCH that they lost con-
sciousness soon after they took food
atGabtoli cattle market.

"I felt sleepy after taking the food
and later found myself lying here,”
said Abdul Alim, 22, He suspects

somebody at the cattle market
mixed drugin theirfood.

"We all came from Chilmari
village in Daulatpur in Kushtia and
sold seven of 11 animals we
brought,” he added.

His colleagues who remained
unconscious at the DMCH are Nuri
Mondol, 40, Bablu, 25, Wahed, 30,
Zakir, 17, Abdul Quddus, 25, Kutu,
50, Aziz Khan, 40, Lukumuddin
Mondol, 40, Rafiqul, 30 and
Jahangir, 25.

Meantime, two traders lost their
money from the sale of three ani-
mals at Gabtoli bus station in the
carly hoursWednesday:

"We were on way home in Bogra
after selling the cattle and I could
not remember how we fell uncon-

scious,” said Akkas Ali, 28, one ofthe
victims, His fellow trader Anwar, 50,
was still unconscious yesterday
evening.

Goda, 40, and Golzar, 30, were
found unconscious at Gabtoli bus
terminal and sent to the DMCH at

about 3:00pm yesterday. Golzar told
The Daily Star, "I found myselflying &
on the floor at the hospital when 1 {=

regained consciousness. They took [

away Tk '5,700 from me."
crying.

They work at a salt factory in |
Pagla in Narayanganj and were |

going to Bogra to celebrate the Eid-

ul-Azha with their near and dear | ¥
s i . Applicant's Full name:[ | |

Ones,
The DMCH has reported an
SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Abbas moves to halt

attack on Israel
Decides to deploy police along border

AP, Gaza Gity

The Palestinians will deploy hun-
dreds of police officers along the
Gaza-lsrael frontier in coming days
to prevent rocket fire and other
attacks on Israeli towns, in the first
act of security cooperation with
Israel under Palestinian leader
Mahmoud Abbas, officials said
yesterday,

Abbas ordered the, troop deploy-
ment after a meeting Wednesday
night between Israeli and
Palestinian generals, convened in a
last-ditch effort to avert an Israeli
military offensive in Gaza.

The meeting signaled that Abbas
and Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon are succeeding to defuse
their first crisis, though the situation
remains highly volatile and renewed
rocket fire by Palestinian militants
could trigger major violence. Only
last week, Sharon had announced
he was boycotting the Palestinian
leadership to protest what Israel
said was Abbas' lack of determina-
tion toreininmilitants.

Abbas has been holding talks
with leaders of militant groups in
Gaza since Tuesday, and his aides
said he was edging closer to a truce

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

be held

prayers on

Death Anniversary of
Aiman Haque at House # 15,
Road # B89,

Dhaka-1212. All
friends and well-wishers are

2nd Death Anniversary

A Milad and Doa Mahfil will

on Monday,

24.01.2005 soon after Asr

occasion of 2nd
late

Gulshan-2,
relatives,

requested to attend the Milad Mahfil and pray to the
Almighty Allah for etermal peace of his departed soul.
| On behalf of Family Members
Father : Bazlul Haque (Dipu)

Dhakadubbed
asmodel of early
disaster warning
method

AFP, Kobe

As the United Nations tries to coor-
dinate duelling offers of technology &
for a tsunami warning system, =
experts say low-tech measures are &

He was
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Catastrophes take their most |

devastating toll in poor and margin-

alised communities, indicating that

the main problem is not the science |

of predicting disasters but findinga =

way to reachmore people, they say.

"Thehigh-techis veryimportant, =
but not everybody lives in hotels or *
has access to a mobile telephoneto
be informed immediately,” said Eva |
Von Oelreich, head of the disaster |
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23 troops, 6
Maoists killed
in Nepal clash

AFP, Kathmandu

Atleast 23 soldiers and police and six

Maoistrebelswerekilledinaclashin @
eastern Nepal while 16 security%

personnel were still missing a day
after the battle, the army said yester-
day.

The armysaidithad retrieved the
bodics of 23 security personnel and
six Tebels after Wednesday's clash
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