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Indo- -Bangla think
tanks hold sideline
diplomacy

Proposals to be taken up at Saarc meet

' PALEAB BHATTACHARYA, New Deihi

Shutting out the media, lead
members of unofficial policy ﬂ'LI.nE
tanks of India and Bangladesh
wrapped up a two-day brain-
storming session on bilateral eco-
riomic issuesin New Delhiyesterday.

The session viewed as "Track Two'

diplomacy was held at the India

Intermational Centre. Former Indian
prime minister [ K Gujral inaugu-
rated the programme attended
among others by Ziaur Rahman,
chairman of Bangladesh Jatiya
Sangsad's standing committee on
foreign affairs, senior Awami League
lawmaker Tofail Ahmed, Rehman
Sobhan of Bangladesh's Centre for
Policy Dialogue and former Indion
high commissioners to Bangladesh
Deb Mukherjee and Muchkund
Dubey.
\ The Two talks are under-
stoad to have come up with a slew of
concrete proposals that could be
taken up at the meetings of officials
inthe run-up to the 13th South Asian
Association for Regional
Cpoperation (Saarc) summit in
Dﬂakunmc;’munth.

The relations between New Delhi
and Dhaka had remained mired in
polemics on each other's security
concemns until recently when they
gained some silver lining with
Bangladesh's consent to the proposal
to ferry natural gas from Myanmar to
India through a transnational pipe-
line cutting across its territory. India
in turn indicated its willingness to
consider positively Bangladesh's
request for trade transit route to

Nepal and Bhutan and securing
electricity from those two countries
through Indian power grid.

A senior official of Tata Group of
Industries, whichis keen oninvesting
two billion dollars for gas-based
fertiliser, steel and power plants in
Bangladesh, took part in the discus-
sion. Diplomatic sources described
Tata's presence assignificant.

Sources sald some of the propos-
als alred at the two-day session may
figure at the proposed meeting
between Bangladeshi Prime Minister

Khaleda Zia and her Indian counter-

part on the sidelines of the' Dhaka
summit.

Even as the Track Two talks were
on, India's External Affairs Minister
Natwar Singh told a meeting of lead-
ing oil companies from across the
world on Wednesday that Myanmar-
Bangladesh-India gas pipeline could
prave to be 'vibrant arteries' of devel-
opment in the region and set a new
paradigmofregional cooperation.

India has before it three pipeline
proposals -- Myanmar-Bangladesh-
India project, Iran-Pakistan-India
pipeline and Turkmenistan-
Afghanistan-Pakistan-India pipeline
-- all of which are attractive techno-
economic proposals and can meet
the pressing energy requirements of
allthe countries concerned, he said.

"These pipeline proposals have in
them the ability to qualitatively
transform the relationships among
the countries of the region,” Singh
said and singled out for commenda-
tion the recent progress made in
Myanmar-Bangladesh-India pipe-
line.

Five killed in crossfire
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When the muggers were fleeing, the
victims raised an alarmand a team of
patrol police chased the two. Police
said mugger Mohammad Hanif, 36,
and his accomplice opened fire as

the cops surrounded them at Pir

Shaheber Goli (lane).

A shootout ensued when the
policemen retaliated and both the
muggers sustained bullet injuries.
The policemen took them to Dhaka
Medical College and Hospital
(DMCH) where doctors declared
Hanif dead, police sources said.

! {iHanif recelved two bullets i the s

chest and his accomplice, who is
undergoing treatment at the DMCH
under police guard, received two in
thelegs.

The police said two sub-
inspectors, Mahbub Morshed and
Harun, and constable Jafar were
wounded in the shootout. They
recovered one revolver, three bullets,
two spent bullets and the looted
money from Hanif's possession.

But loeals said the policemen
beatup the two muggers after arrest-
ing them at Pir Shaheber Goli. "I
heard a couple of gunshots a few
minutes later,” said a local shop-
‘keeper.

KUSHTIA

Our Kushtia correspondent reports:
The police arrested BOP cadres Raj
Ali, 40, and Laltu Biswas, 32, at
~Berbaradi village in Sadar upazila at
around 5:00pm on Tuesday. During
interrogation, they told the paolice
about firearms hidden in Shibpur

vﬂla%:'..

. The police said when they started
for Shfgpur at around 4:00am to
seize the firearms, the BCP cadres
ambushed them in a betel-leaf
garden. "The policemen also opened
fire to save their life," said a local
police officer,

He said Raj and Laltu were caught
in crossfire when they tried to flee
umdplng from the police van. Both

on the spot receiving several
bullets. Two police personnel were
also injured in the incident, police
claimed.

The law-enforcers retrieved a
shutter gun and seven bullets from
thespot.

Haj was accused in 11 cases
including seven for murder and
Laltu in seven cases with two for
murder, the police said.

SATKHIRA

Absconding Janajuddho operative
Kartik Chandra Rishi, 40, was killed
in 'crossfire’ between his accompli-

ces and the police in Tala upazila at
J:40am yesterday.

Our Satkhira correspondent said
the police had arrested him from his
house at Amanullahpur in the
upazilaonWednesday.

The police said Kartik admitted
that his accomplices were hidingina
bush near Ziala Natta with several
illegal firearms. Following the tip-off,
the police rushed to the village in the
early hours yesterday to arrest the

Bang.

When the police team reached
the spot, Kartik's accomplices
opened fire to free him from the
custady. "Police also opened fire and
Kartik fell in the line of fire," said
Shah Mashiur Rahman, officer-in-
charge of Tala Police Station.

Kartik sustained several bullets
and died on the spor, he added.

The OC claimed that police
canstables Humayun Kabir and
Nazrul Islam were injured during the
shootout and they seized a pipe-gun
and three cartridges from the spot.

Superintendent of Police at
Satkhira Abdur Rahim said Kartik
was released on bail recently after
serving in jail for the murder of
freedom fighters Sheikh Nurul [slam
and Alauddin on October 4, 1995. He
was also accused of IhIEE other
criminal charges. !
BOGRA
Alleged criminal Sayed Al, 42, was
killed in 'crossfire’ between his
accomplices and the police at
Borochapra village in Dupchanchia
upazila yesterdaymorning.

Dupchanchia police arrested
Sayed, a convicted criminal, in
Naruli bus stand area of Bogra town
at11:45pmonWednesday.

Acting on his information, the
police went to the house of Abdur
Rahman Rana alias Rana Dacoit, a
former leader of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal, at Barochapra onTalor-
Altafnagar Road, to recover illegal
firearms.

As they reached there at 2:30am,
the armed accomplices of Sayed
opened fire on the paolice who retali-
ated [n self-defence. Sayed, hit by
several bullets in the head, chestand
back while trying to escape with
handcuff, died on the spot, the police
said.

Police constables Abdul Kader
and Zakir also sustained injury
during the gunfight and the police
seized one gun, one shutter gun,
eight bullets, five cartridges, one axe
and three swords the criminals left at
thespotbefore fleeing.

Dhaka dubbed
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preparedness and response depart-
ment of the International
Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies.

"What we need are volunteers
and sirens,” she said.

Von Qelreich said a model of an
earlywaming system came not from
high-tech industralised countries
butBangladesh.

A center in the capital Dhaka
receives news of dangerous weather
and has a system in place to spread
the word to some 135 branches
across Bangladesh which in turn
deploy thousands of people on
bicycles to warn people to take
safety precautions.

"We're really holding up
Bangladesh as a model as low-tech
measures such as bicycles can be
incredibly effective," said John
Sparrow of the Red Cross
Federation's Beijing office.

The World Conference on
Disaster Reduction here is working
o get an early warning system off
the ground amid shock that Indian

Ocean countries had no alert when
their coasts were battered by tsuna-
mis caused by an earthquake on
December26. Nearly 220,000 people
werekilled.

"We have very accurate means to
predict disasters. What we lack s the
means to tell the people con-
cerned,” said Jan Egeland, the UN
relief coordinator.

The UN science agency Unesco
has said it would meet within 60
days to figure out which technology
to use in the Indian Ocean amid a
rush of offers by donor countries
that want to contribute their know-
how:

One proposal made in Kobe was
from Germany, which said it would
soon send buoys fitted with the
satellite Global Positioning System
to the Indian Ocean so its system
couldbeused quickly, if chosen.

Some 95 percent of people who
died in nuatural disasters between
1994 and 2003 lived outside the
industralised world, according to a
UN study.

2 boys killed in
Ctg landslide

BSS, chirtagong

Two boys werekilled inalandslide in
Lohagara upazila of the district
yesterday,

policesaid.

The boys were identified as
Mizanur Rahman, 9, son of Ali
Ahmed and JahangirAlam, 6,

son of Amir Khasru, of
Munshipara village under
Charamba Unionof theupazila.

Police said a chunk of soil from a
hill fell on the boys while they were
playing atthefootof

it at about 3;00pm. They died on
the spot.

A case was registered with

Lohagara police.

BSF abducts
youth from
village

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Indian Border Security Force (BSF)
abducted a Bangladeshi youth from
the frontier village of Hosnabad
under Patgram upazila of
Lalmonirhat district onWednesday.

The victim, Mitu, 22, son of Abdul
Mannan of the village, was picked
up by the Indian border
while working in the field near pillar
no 885atabout 5:00pm.

The BDR (Bangladesh Rifles) has
strongly protested the incident and
sent a letter, asking its Indian coun-
terpart to hand over the abducted
Bangladeshi.

Meanwhile, the paramilitary
BDR force has been put on alert on
Lalmonirhat border, fearing fresh
push-inbid by the BSE

On Tuesday night, the BSF
pushed eight Bangla-speaking
Indian Muslims into Bangladesh
territory through Hatibandha bor-
derofthedistrict.

On information, BDR personnel
of Doikhawa outpost reached the
spot and pushed the Indians back
through Mogolhat border.

Tk 60 lakh
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attheZlAat12:50pm.

Later when the customs men
scanned the luggage of the other
passenger, they found 560 mobile
phone sets of different brands and
maodels, a number of calculators, a
video camera and gold ormaments
weighing 281 grams.

Forty more
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alarming rise in the number of peo-
ple hospitalised after being rendered
unconscious and mugged. In last
three days over 100 such victims were
admittedto the hospital.

DMCH authorities said they are
facing acute crisis of water for stom-
ach wash. "We've not seen so many
drugged people getting admission
here,” said awashroom employee.

Finance ministry
FROM PAGE 1

following the price hike of diesel, the
agricultural ministry on Tuesday
made the proposal with a view to
help the farmers needing irrigation
for boro crops against the backdrop
of flood-induced losses in aman
output.

But top finance ministry officials
have expressed their negative atti-
tude towards subsidising any sector.
"We have fund constraints and we
can't give subsidy frequently," a top
official of the finance ministry said
while talking to The Daily Star.

He said in the past the govern-
ment gave subsidy only on urea, but
now other types of fertilisers
imported by private dealers also get
the subsidy so that the farmers'
production cost can be kept low.
"We also give subsidy on other
agriculturalinputs,” he said.-

"Tk 1,777 crore has been allo-
cated against the agriculture minis-
try in the current fiscal year which is
Tk 867 crore more than the previous
year's allocation,” the official said.
"Moreover, the government has
given Tk 600 crore farm subsidy this
year."

The finance ministry official said
the ministry will not make any delay
with the agriculture ministry pro-
posal and a decision will come
shortly.

Meanwhile, economists have
supported the agriculture ministry
proposal saying irrigation costs
must be lowered for upcoming boro
crops as the government last year
failed to achieve its production
target of aman due to the devastat-
ing floods.

They observed farmers can offset
the crop losses only through mas-
sive production of boro and it will
not be possible if diesel remains
costlier.

The government has targeted
boro eultivation on 40,20,000 hect-
ares this season that needs about 12
lakh tonnes of diesel to run the
irrigation pumps. Thirty percent of
the diesel will be needed in
February, 25 percent in March and
20 percentin April.

Sources said if the government
decides to give subsidy, the farmers
will get low-cost irrigation facilities
as85 percentofthe irrigation pumps
are run by diesel. The farmers oper-
ate some 30,000 deep tube-wells,
8,00,000 swallow tube-wells and
73,000 other pumps for irrigating
theirlands.
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Jatra attacks instil
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The Inspector General of Police
Ashraful Huda yesterday told The
Daily Star that the investigations are
on and it still cannot be said who
were behind theblasts.

Bogra Ealice on January 17
arrested Shafiqullah with bomb-
making materials at the house of
alleged Jagrata Muslim Janata
Bangladesh follower Joynalin Gabtoli
upazila. He admitted to beamemb
of Jamiatul Mujahidin, He denied i
involvement but said his E)E
cadres carried out Saturday's
attackin Bogra.

In the last two months six inci-
dents of bomb blasts in village fairs,
cultural functions and jatras in
Bo&r.!, Natore, Jamalpur, Sherpur

Pabna districts had left two
peopledead and [45injured.

Members of intelligence agencies
investigating the blasts said two
attacks in Bogra and one each in
Pabna and Natore districts bore the
hallmarks of Islamist militant
attacks.

"Islamic zealots, who express
strong opposition to traditional
cultural shows, are very much likely
to have made the attacks," said a top
official of an intelligence agency on
condition ofanonymity.

He said a number of people
arrested recently with explosives in
the northern regions admitted to
having links to Islamist militant
groups and these confessions have
only strengthened the belief that
religious extremists might have
orchestrated the violence. "However,
we are yet to find out exactly which
organisation was involved and who
werethemasterminds,” hesaid.

He said followers of Bangla Bhai,
the self-styled operation com-
mander of IMJB, could have some-
thing to do with the recent attacks in
Bogra, Natore, and Pabna. Members
of Jamiatul Mujahidin, which once
used to be led by Bangla Bhai, and
operatives of Harkatul Jihad might
also havelinktotheexplosions.

Bangla Bhai, who reportedly
killed at least 25 people including a
retired army personnel in the north-
em districts, meanwhile, has been
evading capture since the prime
minister ordered the law enforcers
lastyearforhisarrest.

A top police official tasked with
the investigation of the bomb attacks
in Jamalpur and Sherpur said they
could not yet find any clue to the
attacks. They, however, are probing
whether there is anylinkbetween the
uttacks in Bogra and Natore and
thosein Jamalpur dnd Sherpur.

Biswas Afzal Hossain, superinten-
dent of police in [amalpur, said,
"Besides the religious extremists'
CWE, IR,
investigating the possi ilities of
inte conflict among the jatra
organisersleading to theattal

In the first week of December last
year police arrested three people at
Goarpara in Gaibandha and seized
24 India-made gel bombs, 124 deto-
nators, over 100 other bombs of
varioussizes and weights.

Explosive carriers Anisur Tahman,
Amzad and Sabuj while being grilled
at first claimed themselves to be
members of Jamiatul Mujahidin, but
later said they belong to Harkatul
Jihad.

They, however, confessed to
carrying the explosives withintent to
attack a concert of singer Momtaj,
slated for December at Bogra
Stadium last year. Police retrieved a
bomb on December 22 from
Sonatola Pilot High School field
where too a programme of Momitaj
was scheduled.

The first blast in the series of
explosions took place on November
22 when a powerful bomb went off
amidst a horse race gathering in
Sariakandiupazila of Bograleavingat
least 20 people injured. Nearly a
month later, on December 15, a
string of similar attacks was carried
out at different stages erected for
drama, music, and gambling at
Kamalpurvillage of the same upazila.
Itleft15 peoplewounded.

On January 12, bombs exploded
in two separate cultural functions in
Jamalpur and neighbouring Sherpur.
Twenty-five people were injured in
Jamalpur while atleast 10 others, two
critically, in Sherpur sadar upazila.
On both occasions, cultural func-
tions, in Jamalpur a variety show
featuring gambling and in Sherpur a
drama festival, were underway when
theattacks were carried out.

The latest in the spate was on
January 15 in jatra shows in Bogra
and Natore where two people died
and 70 others injured. Witnesses said
in Bogra the bombs were hurled
when afemale artiste was dancing on
stage.

Brisk sales
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have to purchase a bag of rice bran at
Tk 250 against Tk 150 previously and
aquintal (100kg) broken rice ( khood)
atTk 1400 againstTk 600 previously."

Besides, they have paid higher
truck fare this time due to increased
priceofdiesel, headded.

M Zafar Ali, a buyer at Golapbagh
market, said, "I have visited several
markets but could not buyas yet any
cattleatareasonable price."

Trader Abdul Hye Mridha from
Faridpursaid, "I might suffer aloss of
atleast Tk 20,000 from the sale of six
bulls as the buyersoffer prices thatdo
notcover myinvestment.”

my bulls and gua:s mnklnga guod ;

profit.”

MPs for changes
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The bills are aimed at checking
frequent House boycott and 'embar-
rassment’ of the Supreme Court
judges, ensuring individual freedom
of party lawmakers and consolidat-
ing the positions of the speaker and
the deputyspeaker.

The sources said Speaker Jamir

Uddin Sircar has agreed to allow 11 of
thenew bills for placing in the House
inthe wake of resentment among the
lawmakers.
. Members of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Private
Members' Bills and Resolutions at a
meeting on January 4 threatened to
resign in protest against what they
said was the speaker's negative
attitude towards tﬁe bills.

After the Ministry of Law, Justice
and Parliamentary Affairs consented
to the bills, the speaker had asked the
Parliament Secretariat to send the
bills back to the law ministry for
further scrutiny that delayed the
process of placing the bills.

The speaker, however, later gave
thego-ahead tothe 11 bills.

BNP lawmakers Abdul Mannan,
Rustam Ali Farazi and Ali Newaz
Mahmud Khaiyam, Jamaat-e-Islami
lawmaker Shah Mohammad Ruhul
Quddus and Jatiya Party lawmaker
GM Quader have piloted the 14 bills,

Sources said the bills are now
ready to be tabled in the House as the
Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Private Members Bills and
Resolutions has scrutinised the hills
and recommended placing those in
parliament.

The Jatiya Sangsad so far passed
14 constitution amendment bills.
The last one was passed last year
regarding women's reserved seats in
parliament, age limit of judges and
display of the portraits of the presi-
dentand the prime minister.

However, there has been no
precedent of the passage of a consti-
tution amendment bill piloted by
any private member in the history
the Jatiya Sangsad. Only three gen-
eral bills of the private members
were passed from the fifth to the
current parliament.

When asked, Mozammel Haque,
chairman of the parliamentary
standing committee on private
members bills, told The Daily Star
that it does not matter if the bills are
not passed. "At least people will
know the lawmakers are thinking
about the necessity of amending
some provisions of the constitu-
tion."

BNFP lawmaker Adbul Mannan
and JP deputy GM Quader have
piloted two separate bills regarding
the amendment of Article 70 of the
constitution that prevents the law-
makers from foor-crossing and
forces them not to speak against
party decisions.

Article 70 discourages the law-
makers to criticise party's decisionin
parliament, evenif he or she thinks it

is wrong. Alawmaker loses member-

ship in parliament if he or she is
expelled by the party for going
againsta party decision.

Both Mannan and Quader have
proposed to amend Article 70 to
ensure individual freedom of the
lawmakers for the greater interest of
pa:hamcmury democracy, sources
said

'Ihey proposed that a Member of
Parliament, elected as a candidate
fromapolitical party, shall vacate his
seatif he voluntarily resigns from the
party or votes in a motion of no-
confidence in the cabinet in parlia-
mentagainsthis party.

A lawmaker's seat cannot be
vacated if he is expelled from the
party, which nominated him in the
election, said both the lawmakers.

Lawmakers Mannan, Farazi and
Quddus have moved three separate
bills aiming at tightening the rele-
vant rules to prevent the lawmakers
and political parties from boycotting
the House frequently, which is com-
monplace in Bangladesh.

The existing constitutional provi-
sion says a lawmaker will lose their
seat in parliament if they remain
absent from the House proceedings
for 90 consecutive days. The three
lawmakers have proposed to cut the
timeto 60 days.

Another BNP lawmaker Ali
Newaz Mahmud Khaiyam however
has proposed to fix it at 30 days
through another constitution
amendment bill.

Abdul Mannan has piloted
another bill seeking amendment to
the constitutional provisions for the
election and removal of the speaker
and the deputyspeaker.

The existing provision says the
speaker and the deputy speaker are
elected through simple majority and
they can be removed also by simple
majority. But Mannan proposed
two-thirds majority, for both their
election and removal.

He has moved another bill for
constitutional amendment in order
to discourage the tendency of 'feel-
ingembarrassed’ by the judges of the
Supreme Court. He sought constitu-
tional provisions for strengthening
theoath ofthe judges.

GM Quader has piloted another
bill in which he proposed fixing the
tenure of the chief justice at five
years [rom the date he assumes
office. The existing provision says the
chief justice can remain in office
untilhereaches theage of 67.

Another bill moved by Farazi
seeks a constitutional provision
barring the candidates from contest-
ing the parliamentary election from
more than two constituencies.
A]thnua%h there is no specific consti-
tutional provision on this matter, an
ordinance promulgated during the
Ershad regime barred a person from
contesting from more than five seats.

Mannan has piloted another bill
seeking amendment to Article 76
aiming at strengthening the parlia-
mentarystanding committees.

Twin blasts kill
14 in China

AFP Beijing

Fourteen people were killed and 12
injured in two explosions yesterday
in northwest China's Xinjiang
region, which has been rocked by
Muslim separatist violence in recent
years.

The first hlast happened at 1:30
pm (0530 GMT) when a bus travel-
ling from the Dushanzi district of
Karamay city to Usu cityinnorthern
Xinjiang exploded ona highwayand
killed 12 people, Xinhua news
agencyand officials said.

A police officer in Kuitun, the
nearest city to the blast, said the
cause was still under investigation
but it did not appear to be a traffic
accident.

"It's definitely not a re
accident,” the official, who d
to be named, told AFP. "The provin-
clal paolice department have sent
people here."

Local authorities said it was not
immediately clear whether separat-
ists may have carried out an attack
on the bus. The Kuitun officer, how-
ever, added: "We're at the frontline
ofanti-terrorism."

Eight of the victims were killed
‘instantly while four died in hospital,
Xinhuasaid. Two more were injured.

Maost of the victims were ethnic
minorities and not Han Chinese,
said an official at the Kuitun city
Prefecture Hospital.

"We're still trying to save the
injured,” said the hospital official.

Asked whether separatists may
have caused the bus blast, a woman
surnamed Chen at the Xinjiang
provincial public security depm’l-
mentsaiditwas "hard tosay."

"In the short-term, it wont be
clear,” Chensaid.

About four hours later, a blast
killed two people and injured 10 in
the centre of Xinjiang's capital
Urumqi, Xinhua said.

The blast left a nine square meter
(97 square foot) hole in the ground
and a piercing smell of natural gas,
Xinhua quoted a Urumgi official as

saying.

Eid celebrated
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day as Saudi Arabia as per the deci-
sion of the International Moon
Sighting Committee."

"There is no reason to celebrate
Eid in Bangladesh two days after
Saudi Arabia whereas the time
difference between the two coun-
triesisonly three hours," he added.

Each year followers of the
Shureswar Darbar Sharif celebrate

lar

pop-both-the Eid-ul Fity and the Eid-ul

*Azha following Saudi Arabian time.

The IMSC said followers of the
Shureswar Darbar Sharif elsewhere
in the country too celebrated Eid
yesterday.

Our Madaripur correspondent
reports around four thousand peo-
ple"including followers of the
Shureswar Darbar Sharif celebrated
Eid-ul-Azha yesterday. They said
they have been celebrating Eids in
accordance with Saudi Arabian time
for thelast 135 years.

23 troops
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along a highway near Puwakhola
eastofthe capital Kathmandu.

"The 23 security personnel
included an army captain and
armed policemen,” an army official
told AFE:

"The clashes took place while the
army was trying to remove land-
mines planted by the rebels," the
official said. "We're waiting for news
of the missing 16 security personnel
whohave yet to contact their base."

A Maoist commander said the
rebels killed 20 soldiers and abduc-
ted 20 others. The local rebel com-

mander confirmed that six Maoists.

werekilled inthe clash which he said
lasted more than two hours.

Maoistleader Prachanda wamed
the governmentWednesdayitwould
"pay a heavy price" if it went ahead
with long-delayed general elections
in the poverty-hitkingdom.

The Maoists have been fighting
since 1996 to topple the monarchy
and install a communist republic in
a conflict that has claimed more
than 11,000 lives.

Violence has been rising in
recent months since a pledge by
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
to hold long-delayed elections if the
Maoists failed to agree to resume
peace talks by January 13.

The deadline passed with the
Maoists rejecting the call to come
backto the negotiating table,

But Deuba is facing a hard time
persuading coalition allies that the
polls should go ahead before talks
with the rebels who have said they
would sabotage the election pro-
cess.

The rebels are holding out for
talks with King Gyanendra under
international mediation focusingon
their demand for elections for an
assembly that would draft a fresh
constitution. The constitution is
seen aimed at establishing a com-
munistrepublic.

Authorities have rejected their
demands,

Deubawasappointed lastyear by
the monarch with orders to call
elections and hold talks with the
rebels.

Gyanendra has been under
mounting domestic and interna-
tional pressure to restore democracy
after dismissing parliament in 2002
amid political turmoil and spiralling
rebelviolence.
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Bush begins
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11,2001 attacks that transformed his
timeinoffice.

His speech is expected to run 17
minutes and focus onbroadsecond-
term priorities like battling terror-
ismand spreading democracy.

"We are led, by events and com-
mon sense, to one conclusion: the
survival of liberty in our land
increasingly depends onthe success
of liberty in other lands,” Bush will
say on the steps on the Capitol. "The
best hope for peace in our world is
the expansion of freedom in all the
world."

Bush has frequently pointed to
elections scheduled for January 30
in Iraq -- where at least 20 people
were killed when insurgents wenton
a bloody seven-car bomb rampage
Wednesday -- as a hapeful sign for
buildinga democracy there.

"This is an amazing time in the
history of the world, and a nation
with the influence we have should
continue to help people realize their
dreams and live in freedom,” he told
FaxNews television this week.

On Wednesday, Bush sought
inspiration during a visit to the US
National Archives, viewing George
Washington's 1789 handwritten
inau, address as well as the
bible the first US president used for
his oath.

He also mingled withsome of the
donors defraying the estimated 40-
million-dollar price tag for the
festivities and went to a ball where
guests paired black ties and cowboy
boots, ina nod to the fashions of his
adoptive home state of Texas.

Some of the most generous
donors were rewarded with private
dinners with Bush, Vice President
Dick Cheney, or other leading

1
administration officials.

Supporters flooded the city's
hotels, adding to dewntown traffic
snarls that turned streets near the
White House into virtual rush-hour
parkinglots.

Police patrolled the streets and
agents from the Secret Service,
responsible for the president's
safety, watched rooftops and other,
vantage points.

In an early test of the unprece-
dented security, authorities late,
Tuesday detained a man who parked
his battered van near the White
House and threatened to set off an
explosion, ending the standoff
withoutineident.

On Wednesday, snow blanketed
downtown Washington, already ire
the grip of a deep winter chill, but
the inclement weather was nothing
like the freezing rain that left many
Bush supporters shivering and
bedraggled during his January 2Q01
swearing-in,

After the hotly disputed 2000
election came to its controversial
end, Bush had vowed to unite a,
deeply divided US public, a theme
he says will animate this year's
speech as well, despite his more
comfortable winning margin.

"I know that this office carries a
duty to the entire nation. After all,
we are one America. And every day
that I am your president I will serve
allAmericans,” he said recently

In addition to spreading democ-
racy in the Muslim world, Bush has
said he will seek to make his massive
fax cuts permanent and attempt (o
overhaul the government-run Sociaky
Security retirement program --
despite widespread opposition that
draws even from his own,
Republican party. B |
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Mad rush for home

FROM PAGE 1

Leader of the Opposition in the Jatiya
Sangsad Sheikh Hasina gave separate
messages yesterday greeting the
people on the occasion of the Eid-ul-

i

Lakhs of people have left Dhaka
for their village homes in the last few
days to celebrate the Eid with their
near and dear ones. The rush for
homewill culminate today.

In the capital, important public
buildings will be illuminated and main
streets and road islands decorated with
minjature national flag and banners
inscribed with 'Eid Mubarak' under
government initiative.

The main Eid congregation will be
held at the National Eidgah at
B:00am. In case of inclement

Mokarram ‘Natiohal Mosque at the
same time.

Separate arrangements have been
made at the eidgah for women,

igewill basheld at Baijul -

diplomats and theirwives.

Five Eid jamaats will be held at'
Baitul Mokarram at 7:00am, B:00am, |
9:00am,10:00am and 11:00amMi
Besides, Eid jamaats will be held'at|
the mosques and openspaces. ¢

The last Eid jamaat will be heki
Azimpur Chhoto Daira Shartf‘

1 1:30am.

The state-run Bangladesh Be
and BTVand private TV channels wil
air special programmes on this
occasion. The national dailies bring
out special supplements today high- |
lighting the significance of the Eid-
ul-Azha,

Special diets will be served atjails, |
orphanages, vagrant centres and
dormitories anthe day.
dgiThiag taken “-d“'.i
quate security measures so the
home-bound people and ¢
traders and buyers are not subje
to extortion.

Abbas moves to halt

FROM PAGE 12
deal with them. The militants say
they are ready to halt attacks, pro-
vided Israel stops military opera-
tions a promiselsrael has refused to
make,

In the security meeting late
Wednesday, Palestinian generals
presented a plan for stopping rocket
fire and infiltrations of Palestinian
militantsinto Israel.

"We told them (Israeli generals)
that we are arranging a plan to
deploy the Palestinian security
forces into both the northern and
southern parts of Gaza," Maj, Gen.
Moussa Arafat, a Palestinian secu-
rity chief, told The Associated Press.
"In the first stage, it will be in the
north, and then we will move into
the south.”

Lt. Gen. Abdel Razek Majaide, the
top Palestinian security com-
mander, told the Voice of Palestine
Radio station that the forces would
fan outwithin two days.

Israeli officials said up to 1,000
Palestinian officers would be
deployed, perhaps as early as
Thursday, and that [srael accepted
the plan. "We are facilitating it and
coordinating it (the plan), so it will
go forward,” an Israeli official said
on condition of anonymity. "We are

walting to see howeflective they will
be."

Palestinian security officials have
said in the past they are relugtant to
deploy officers in areas from which
rockets are launched, for fear the
policemen will be targeted by Isrﬂeli
troops.

Israel Army Radio said tmups
have been instructed to ensure the
safety of Palestinian security per-
sonnel in areas where rockets are
beingfired.

Abbas had requested
Wednesday's security meeting as
the Israeli Security Cabinet!was
weighing a military solution to the
ongoingrocket and mortar attacks.

The Security Cabinet, made up of
senior ministers, agreed to resume
security contacts with the
Palestinians, but also approved
tough military measures if the effort
fails.

"Israel is prepared to cooperate
with the Palestinians on condition
that there is no terrorism,” Sharon
said in a meeting Wednesday with a
top EU official. But he wamed that
Israel is not prepared to accept the
loss of life because of lack of
Palestinian cooperation, implying
that if talks fail, Israel will take
action.

Tigers lose first ODI

FROM PAGE 1
losingstreak.

The Tigers badly missed fast
bowler Mashrafee-Bin-Mortuza and
champion spinner Mohammad
Rafique and sensational left-arm
tweaker Enamul Haque who shaped
theirTest series win.

Opener Rajin Saleh cracked a 40-
ball 45 with seven boundaries to give
Bangladesh a bright start but rest of
the top-order failed to camry the
momentum even with some gener-
ous fieldingslips by theiropponents.

Dhaka Test centurion Nafees
Igbal surprisingly settled for a slow
25-ball 12 before trying to up the
tempo but he only succeeded in
being caught at mid-off with the
totalon 34in theseventh over.

The sloppy Zimbabweans
dropped Rajin on 39, Bangladesh
captain Habibul Bashar on nine and
Mohammad Ashraful while on five
but neither of the top guns could
make themostofthose chances.

Rajin mistimed a pull to give an
easy catch at mid-on while Bashar,
who made 39 off 54 balls, steered the
ball to backward point as the Tigers
werereduced to 119-3.

Hondo, who gave away 21 runs in
his four-over first spell, destroyed
the middle-order in his second
capturing3-15in sixovers.

The paceman accounted for
Aftab Ahmed and Alok Kapali in

successive overs before sending
back Khaled Mashud as Bangladesh
lost three wickets in the space of 15
runs,

With the asking rate increasing
rapidly, Ashraful (42 off 75 balls)
tried to break the shackles but man-
aged to hole out to off-spinner
Utseya at wide long-on in the 42nd
OVeL.

Needing 87 runs from the final
nine overs, Khaled Mahmud and
Tapash Baisya entertained the
strong local crowd plundering 42
runs for the eighth wicket in just 28
deliveries. But their brave stand was
not enough for the home side to
avoid their 13th defeat against
Zimbabwe in 14 encounters.

Mahmud, who made 34 off 30
balls, was unfortunate to be run out
inthe 46th over with the team still 45
runs away from the target. Tapash,
who smashed four fours and a six off
Utseya, remained unbeaten on 33
off 26 balls when last-man Nazmul
Hossain was run out.

Earlier, half-centuries by Hamilton
Masakadza (54) and Brendan Taylor
(58) and a swashbuckling 41 off 32
balls by Elton Chigumbura helped
Zimbabwe post a challenging total
afterelectingtobat.

The second one-dayer is in
Chittagong on January 24,
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