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What has happened to us?

Where has humanity gone? Are we alive?Where
have the people who were spending their nice

holidaysin Southeast Asiagone?

Let usall join together and help to save fellow
humans living in other parts of the world, Let us
all join our hands together and give the unfor-

tunate people anewlease oflife.

Pleasehelp theTsunamivictims.
Ali Asgher, Purana Paltan, Dhaka

We all have seen the destruction and devasta-
tion of Tsunamiin Southeast Asia around three
weeks ago. Here is a list of government pledges

publishedinyahoo news.

http://story.news.yahoo,com/news?tmpl=st

id=
The Germans are topping the list with $810
million. Our neighbouring country India has

pledged $25 million. I know Saudi Arabia has
pledged around $30 million and UAE has

pledged $20 million, My question is that with

nesia.

the recent oil price almost doubled per barrel --
where is our Arab brothers' money going ? Not
to mention Brunei, which is right next to Indo-
I remember that the Saudi Prince

pledged $50 million after 9-11 to the US-- only

to be turned down by the former NY City mayor,

because of his remarks.

Iam amazed by the outpouring of the dona-
tions from people here in the US and around
the world. It saddens me not to see such behav-

iour from our fellowMuslim countries.

M Hassan, US

Instead of spreading rumours about the
natural disaster being created by the US or -
Israel or India through their nuclear tests - they
should firsthelp these affected people.

Deplorable habit

In our country some political, eco-
nomic, social and religious leaders
have a deplorable habit which is
imfluenced by a characteristic only
found in one nation of the world,
known as 'porosree katorota'. It
means (o be envious of anything

hgutih.tl possessed by others, This

lers ouroverall development. '

When a Bangladeshi seeks a job,
business opportunity or even
nomination of a major political
party, others become envious. The
political, economic, social and
religious leaders should shun the
very bad habit of 'porosree katorota'
and eventually promote balanced
development in all fields across the
nation.
Golam Ashraf
DOHS Baridhara, Dhaka

Congratulations!
Congratulations to the country's
bestdailyon its 14th anniversary!

It's indeed great to see that The
Daily Star has been relentlessly
reportingthe day-to-day newsin the
country as well the outside world
without fear or favour, which is the
foremost requisite for any standard
daily.

‘The Daily Star is unique in many
areas: it covers the diverse fields of
interests apart fromits national and
international news, upholds the
national heritage, provides a vast
canvas for sports, literature ete. And
most importantly it has pages for
the upcoming generation -- the
future of this country-- that do
inspire them in all possible ways, It
keeps the readers up-to-date every
morning about the happenings in
the country and outside the country
as well, its political features are
unique in their texture and mean-
ing/essence.

Today, it has reached the zenith of
English language journalism in the
country through its upholdingofthe
journalistic ethics: Journalism
without fear or favour with an
indomitable desire to protect the
readers' " Right to Know”!

The mega-presentation on its
anniversary issue is simply out-
standing and I strongly hope it will
be keeping up its versatile spirit in
the days to come with the same
vigour and professionalism.

1 hope it will also take note of the
point that it can gradually look
forward to upgrading its paper
quality to a better one, though the
presentoneisalsovery good.

Long live The Daily Star! Eid
Mubark!

Rafiqul Islam Rime
Agrabad, Chittagong

Dirtypolitics

Yes, perhaps we are out of our mind.
[ am referring to Mf. Delwar's letter
(DS:14/01/05). We (including the
journalists) have a tendency to
publicly harass and humiliate peo-
plewith the slightest information of
any misdeed by them without going
into the context. There is always
something beneath what is appar-
ent. We must critically analyse the
things before jumping into conclu-
sion and definitely should notgo out
in publie. It is said that hate the
erime not the criminal even a crimi-
_nalhasarightto defend hisact.

How come someone cian accuse a
former Air Force chief for a petty
watch theft and that too was run in
our news media? There is lot of news
coverage to publicly harass and
humiliate people (not public figure)
of dignified positions which in effect
du.grnces the [nstitutions thgy

h.-gul process to bring the gui!l.y 1o
book  media coverage is not a
decent or ethical idea. [ agree with

Mr. Delwar that this is dirty politics -

by someinterested quarters.
Towheed Rizwi
Mohammedpur, Dhaka

Extra-judicial
execution

Much ink has been wasted in the
recent discourse on the merits and
demerits of the Rapid Action Battal-
jon (Rab), and [ feel that it's time
someone finally shared an informed
opinionon the matter. Itisindisput-
able that Rab's curmrent rules of
engagement allow it to liberally
terminate suspects without an
adjudication by the country's
courts, Given few protections that

the Bangladesh constitution affords
the county’s citizens from the state,
and the utter failure of parliamen-
tary oversight, this maynotbesuch a
negative outcome, In fact, Rab's
actions appear to have the support
of the majority of the country's
chi.zenry, atleast for now,

puhﬂt, nplmﬂm either a

government decree or a judicial
dIILCIIUL ¢learly and publicly man-
dating Rab to employ deadly force
in circumstances beyond self-
defence. In fact, Rab should be
permitted to terminate the suspects
they deem fit for execution, and
maximisethe deterrence.
EdAl-Hussainy

One-mail

Pakistan

and Israel

I refer to the article published on
Tuesday January 18, titled, "US
forces inside Iran to pick sites for air
strikes." This article was also cov-
ered by all major international
media but the part which struck me
was that both Israel and Pakistan are
supplyinginformation to the United

I Ct:lﬂzge Pm'kham Dhaka

States that could be used for a
potential military assault on that
country. So, from one perspective,
this would be the first time that
Pakistan has indirectly allied itself
with Israel to fight against a fellow
Muslim country, Irrespective of
whether or not they're predomi-
nantly Shi'ite.

I wonder how Pakistan's military
and civilian population feel about
their country's unsolicited suppefrt
to propping up [srael's m{mﬁa
objectives to destroy lran's military
capabilities in order to protect an
illegal Jewish state? What's next? A
Pakistani Embassy in Tel Aviv or
Jerusalem?

AbdulM Ismail
United Kingdom

Necessity of teaching

Grammuar is the backbone of any
language. It may be called the skele-
ton of language, In the absence of
the skeleton, a body cannot exist.
Such expectation is illogical and
unusual.

Without using the necessary
formula can anyone solve mathe-
matical problems?

Without following basic rules of
science can anyone do scientific
research?

If the answer is 'no’, thenitisnat
possible to learn English without
learning the related grammar of
English. English is the mostsophisti-
cated language in the world. To
leamn English one must know some
basic rules and use the vocabulary
for communicative purposes in a
logical order. Learning grammatical
rules and using them simulta-
neously in the Social Method of
learning can certainly enhance the
capability of the students leaming
Englishlanguage.

One of my English medium stu-
dents of second grade said tome the
other day, "Sir, why didn't you come
to teachme tomorrow?”

This type of students may havea
good vocabulary because they read
boaoks written in English and taught
in their classes. He had the input.
But he failed to deliver a logical
output for lack of grammatical
knowledge.

[ think, without imparting suffi-
cientknowledge of grammar learn-
ing and teaching Communicative
English fruitfully will never be possi-
ble.

Khan Md. Iqbal Hossain
English Teacher, Bangladesh Rifles

Terrorismand

neutrality

As a responsible citizen of Bangla-
desh 1 cannot ignore some of the
society's wrong elements. As a
democratic nation, we must appre-
ciate the good steps taken by the
government while we must protest
against the steps that are not for the
welfare of the mass population . In
this connection, I want to say that
this four-party-alliance government
has taken some important steps for
the people, of which only two or
three steps have gnined popularity
among the citizens, People from all
over Bangladesh are giving the credit
to the government for their steps
against terrorism. But it is a matter
of regret that the media have failed
to jointhe peopleinthe samespirit.

inThailand.

loons around them.

His face scratched and his hand ban-
daged, the boy looked bemused as his
father embraced him with emotion. The
father, also scratched and bruised, lay in a
hospital bed, holding Hannes with bal-

Hannes was found alone on a roadside

Reunion

A Swedish boy, named Hannes Bergstroem
and aged 18 months, was reunited with his
weeping father in a Thai hospital on 29
December last. This happened after a gap
of nearly one week. He was found sitting
alone on a roadsidein Pukhet in Thailand
in the aftermath of the Tsunami disaster.
The boy's mother is among some 5,000
people who are missing after the disaster

isstill missing.

Dhaka

near a Thai beach resort Sunday night and
he was taken by helicopter to a hospital for
treatment, the Boston Globe reported
quoting AP. The hospital staff posted his
photograph on the Internet in an effort to
locate his family.

His uncle, who spotted the photo,
claimed the boy on 28 December and set
up the reunion with the father, Marko
Karkkainen, at a hospital on the southern
Thai island of Phuket where both father
and sonwerereceiving treatment.

The boy's mother, Suzanne Bergstroem,

Dr. Udatta Bikash
Human Rights Researcher
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Congratulations
CRICKETERS
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Congratulations boys. You
have made us proud; you
have given us something to

AruET

cheer about. This time
around you didn't spoil the
spoilsport. You gave us new
feelings that we never had
before. The last 12 days were
like a dream to us. You gave
us lusty cricket for 10 days.
You gave us many firsts,
First test win, first series
win, first 10 wickets haul,
and first century stand by

RIS S Se L A e R

e A N A SO S A YT
Some of the newspapers claim that
they are the most neutral and most
sophisticated newspapers in Ban-
gladesh. Ignoring the majority of the
people and their opinion, they are
continuously blaming the govern-
ment for taking hard steps against
the terrorists. They are shedding
tears for) l.he tertorists being killed in
“erossfire'. 1€ seems to theri thi:Tives'
af the terrorists are more valuable
than thelives ofinnocent people.
General people know very well
which newspapers are neutral and
which are not. I would like to urge
all the newspapers to judge every-
thingobjectively.
MuftahWali
Jahangirnagar University

Editorial orthodoxy

As far as [ know, our newspapers
have full freedom in terms of pub-
lishing news and views. And as faras
political bias is concemed, most of
the newspapers maintain their own
positions by all means. But the
ethics of journalism does not sup-
port that kind of biased news cover-
age or truncated way of expressing
views. Keeping aside all kinds of
partial characteristics, [ would hope
that there would be no editorial
orthodoxy as far as the contributors
are concerned. Rather, they should
encourage all the writers so that
they can write freely,

I also believe that the balance of
unity within diversity can only come
from combining different points of
view, rather than hiding anything.
Md. Harisur Rahman
Anthropology Department,
Jahangirnagar University

Freewheelers!

Kudos for the investigative report
published in your newspaper under
the heading "Freewheeling bigwigs'
Nobody has so far bothered about
the colossal misuse of public prop-
erty because everyone from top to
bottom is involved in the process.
Some high powered ministers use
up to 10 cars each taken from differ-
ent corporations placed under
them. While preparing for the last
NAM conference (which did not
take place) expensive Volvo cars
were imported less than five years
ago (with proper maintenance a
Volvo car can be used for more than
20 years) and these wereallocated to
the ministers. When the present
government came to power these
werereplaced by Nissan cars!

On the other hand, we se¢e some
ministers using their own luxury
limousines with theflagon.

We should learn from our neigh-
bouring country where ministers
still use those old-fashioned, cheap
cars.

S.A.Reza Hussain
Baridhara

Two weekly

holidays
Itis really heartening to note that the
Pay Commission has recommended
the reinstatement of two weekly
holidays on Saturday and Sunday.
Thisisa commendable move and we
strongly supportits implementation
for several reasons, which are elabo-
rated as follows:

The economic development of

LTI I R,

opening pair and the first
manofthe series!
Prominent Indian sports
writer Rohit Brijnath wrote
inThe Sportstar ( Jan.B) that
the win of Bangladesh over
India was a small step for a
small land. But I think the
win over India is a big leap
for Bangladesh because it
boosted the players’ mental

weak Zimbabwe side, but I
want to say that in the past
welost to teams like Canada.

Though it is a team game
and each player has to pro-
duce his best, I want to
thank the two youngsters,
Enamul Junior and Nafees
Igbal, for their brilliant
performance.

strength to overcome Zim- Solaiman Palash !
babwe. Though some critics  East Jurain 3
say the win came over a Dhaka 1204 ‘
5
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our country among other things is
inextricably tied to continual
agpressive growth of exports, the
market for which is in the western
world. With Friday being the weekly
holiday and because of the time
difference (ranging from 6 to 12
hnurs behind), we practically

ain 'dlgmnnected' for almost

"lhrm:.mdha]i't'[ v (Fridiy; Saturdiy

& Sunday] from the rest of the world.
This anomaly needs immediate
rectification.

Froma logical pointofview, aone
day reduction of working day will
resit in considerable savings (one
sixth) for the government in terms of
electricity, fuel, telephone, depreci-
ation of buildings & vehicles and
physical facilities cost. The apparent
loss in terms of one working day can
be offset by increasing the number
of working hours for the remaining
daysintheweek.

The veritable traffic jams on the
roads of Dhaka and Chittagong (not
tospeakof the smaller towns) will be
relieved for two days in a week with
resultant positive impact on the
environment in addition to the
commtiting costs at both the gov-
ernment and personal/individual

evels.

At the individual level, two days
weekend will enable a person (o
have adequate rest, prior to resum-

ing work next week. Currently, with
household chores, shopping for
groceries (bazaar), attending
Jumma prayers, leave very insuffi-
cient space for proper rest and
recreation. In fact, Fridays in a way
furn out to be more hectic than the
normal working day.

Thecritigism that sanbe
againdt this recommendation’s ofly
quasi- religious. Infact, nowhereitis
mentioned thatFriday needs tobea
holiday. In addition with the advent
of modern day banking and the
introduction of automated
machines and other non traditional
banking options, access to cash and
bankingservicesisalways possible.

We therefore urge the decision
makers to evaluate this recommen-
dation by the Pay Commission in
right earnest so as to enable its early
implementation. Needless to say,
this will be a very wise decision with
far reaching ramifications!
Shairul
Banani, Dhaka

Misuse of vehicles

I had been following with keen
interest the various reports over the
last few days on the misuse of vehi-
cles procured for development
projects by senior government
officials including ministers after
completion of project activities.

CantaraWaliRuhi, JU
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Cheap entertainment!
I stayed in a university dormitory recently (o gain experi-
ence. For a personal reason [ need to watch the TV news
regularlyand collecttheup to date localand international
information. However it's very difficult to watch the TV
news because most of the girls are indifferent to it and the
TV is controlled by Balaji telefilms from 12:00am to
12:00pm. They hardly watch any Bengali programme, I'm
hurt! And if you request for anything else, there will be war!
I wonder what makes people watch the monotonous and
write Hindi TV serials. I tried to watch some TV serials to
know what is so special about these programmes that the
common women folks of our country are so fond of . I'm
telling you, if anybody is an insomniac, these serials can
be an effective medicine for him. Most of these serials are
based oninternal chaos, extra marital affairs, jealousy and
war between mother-in-lawand daughter- in-law. Same
old story! But many of our viewers can't help watching
those. [can bet that those TV serials and tele-films of ntv
and channellhave farbetter stories.

alF

Dear readers,

We are going to have a newe- |
mail address for the Lettersto  *
the Editor page. Please send
your letters o
letters@thedailystar.net

The only flaw in the reports as [
find is that the vehicles were being
misused for decades since the birth
of Bangladesh. ltls[mlthamwrme
lasttwo decades the matter has gone
out of all proportions and to a
shameful stage. I personally had the
misfortune of "obliging a minister of
the time frequently witha fourwheel
drive Nissan Patrol car” while work-
ing for a development project under
USAID funding during the mid
nineties. lwas working as its Admins
istrative Manger under extreme
duress. Most of these project vehi-
cles are uvsually procured out _g['
foreign grant funds and for
activities. The vehicles are usus

procured for field visits related'|
parformnncc of a specific co -
nentof project activities. Mostof the
Project Directors being lowerin rank
than the Secretaries or the Ministers,
heorsheissimplyobliged to provide:
the vehicle or else earn the "dlsplw
sure” of the concerned Secreta:y’dh
the Minister. No wonder some
Secretaries were " irked by the
reports”. Ministers and Semmdes
in this country had been having a
good time for decades at the
expense of the welfare of the general
public. It reminds me of a line of the,
Iyric of a popular folk song, which:
says "Lau-er Aga Khailam, doga
khailam, dugdugi Bajailam. ...ete.”
Worst of all, most of these vehicles
are often used for ferrying families to,
extended family relations living in
different cities and district towns all
over the country. Eid-ul- Azha is a
dayaway and Iwould be surprised, if
some such vehicles are not used for
trips as described above, .

despite
your reports. Of late however there,
has been an added dimension.to,
all this, Ministries themselves are,
now procuring such liwxury vehicles
out of their own revenue budget,
Use of such large and expensive
vehicles have also turned out to
be a status symbal in our society aI
large.

Once again 1 congratulate The
Daily Star for working hard on lha
issue, Do notgive up; beatit.

Shamsher Chowdhury

One-mail S5
gl nemo hng  egas i fud
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I mad with interest the article by the

former president of the Bangladesh |

Cricket Board (Daily Star 1171}y

Whilst one must not take awnxf:{:m

the efforts of Mr. Chowdhury, it ',n
regrettable that he had chnru:!'l‘
ignore completely the coach; =
Whatmore, whose efforts W
undoubtedly the impetus to vi iy,
Atatime when those who voted wit
their hearts for Bangladesh’s
status were counting their W
beads, he has appeared Te -
like to save the day. An ideal eoach
for the young team, his impasSive
resolve has obviously Inspired the
Bangladeshis, as it did the Sii Lans!
kans. Not unlike Churchill, heisseen®
as a man for a particular purpose’
and though he has moved on from?
Sri Lankan cricket, his professional<"
ism is still revered here. It is clear
that that the man sees in Bangladesh
his next challenge - a similar gaggle’
of gawky yet talented players who'
will bloom under his no-nonsense®
tutelage. Ironically, though he is Sri
Lankan-bom, he will benefit from
the colonial respect for the 'white"
coach - but if this is for the greau.'ﬁ
good, so beit.

As a Sri Unknncrickutsuppo:ten
I will generously credit him for atr
victory in that World Cup campaign
and wish him well in his current task.
Avrare picture of Whatmore sporting
an ear-to-ear grin after the Indian
victory said it all - he is where hgﬁ.
wants tobe. %

AthulaSenanayake x.
Colombo 4
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Secretariatvehicles
I was amazed to notice no apprecia-

tion about the above topic in ”"l
Daily Starl Two reports were pi
lished in the front page, highligh
the national issue, The report on
"Investigation of Secretariat”
explored the genuine picture of the |
attitude of our powerful administra-
tive personalities! Another report
was titled "Establishment Grilled for
Failure to Submit Report” (misuse of
4,000 government vehicles). The
later report has genuinely bolstered
the formerone.

The administrative cadre is living
in another world. Have they been
selected to avail a luxurious life;
beside their powerful role, while the
greater percentage of citizens is
suffering from hunger, illiteracy,
la:kofsheltcnlackuftreatmentetc.? -
Acitizen 1
Dhaka
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This is a response to the letter by &

AF Rahman. BLkIn.I.sseemmhe_‘

right to him in beaches, butlam .

afraid mostofus won'tlike theidea.
Icannotreallyagreewithhim.

Aworried teenager
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