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Bangla relations

BRIGADIER GENERAL M. SAKHAWAT
HUSSAIN (ret)

CURBBNT Indo-Bangla relations could

hardly be classified as any thing but

warm, depending upon which stratum .

of Indiaoneis talking about.

Ifind four strata of India. One, political, two,
bureaucratic (military  inclusive), three, com-
mercial and four is the common peoples' India.
One could still make a few more strata, if one
wishes to. However, this could be true of any
third world country.

Our relation, both commercial and with the
people of India, seem to be the warmest but
relation with other two strata appears to have
noteemented well. Itcould be for thereason that

_political and bureaucratic India wishes to base

its relation with Bangladesh on strategic plains
directly related to India's security. Delhi still
finds Bangladesh a strategic hinterland that it
sees as a hordle in its national integration, par-
ticularly in relation to her North Eastern State
(NES)

The above contention is on the basis of my
discussion with one of the prominent Indian
‘intellectual and journalists, close to the policy
makers in Delhi, Dr. VP Vaidik, who visited Ban-
gladesh to attend a seminar organised by the
BIISS on 8-9 December 2004 to commemorate
‘the third decade of SAARC, Dhaka being the
birll:l plncc of the Association. The seminar was

ted by eminent SAARC personalities
ve member countries. Maldives and
Bhumn did not participate. Dr. Vaidik is the
current chairman of 'Council for Indian Foreign
- Policy' a think tank that assists the Indian foreign
office with their counselling, He was also editor
of the Hindi daily 'Nababharat' and of PTI
(Hindli), He brought a new concept of SAARC
that he termed as peoples SAARC to foster better
cooperation between all South Asian peoples,
sidebyside the governmental effort.

However, my discussion was not on the talk
_ that he delivered on December 10, 2004 at BIISS
‘but on his perception of Indo-Bangla relation at

“an _Informal I:hcring at CNA (Council for

national a, aprivatethinktank), Thoughit
wais nathis firstvisit to Bangladesh yet he termed
‘this visit as special than those he had as part of

\Indi:m delegntions. His current visit gave him

uplﬁe ty to see for himself the so-called
Islamie Bangladesh', a perception
llmtmmtol'lhediteinDelhi hold.

= He was candid and forthright admitting that

Q&E neither found

adeshis 'hard-liner' nor
‘militant’ as he himself was attired in a tradi-
tional Hindu dress. In his short talk on bilateral

Z relation he admitted that policy makers in Delhi

are being fed with motivated and wrong inputs

'; as farasBangladeshIscuncemed. He emphati-

cally suggested that Delhi should shun the 'Big
_r-and rifide Behave as 'Elder
1 bours.

ol ern
In hlsupini‘nﬂ. 'elder brotherly behaviour' is
much opposed (o 'Big Brother" aftitude. One is
i e s .

associated with eastern values of love, affection
and sacrifice and the other i5 with 'bossing'. Dr.
Vaidik agreed that it is Indiawho needs to take a
few more steps to cover the distance that has
been created specially with Bangladesh with
adverse propaganda made by many eminent
Indians. Delhi's continued rhetoric did not
prove to be fruitful in closing the gap that was
created ever since the BNP and lts ally, the
Islmmc ?anias, formed the government. Change
Delhi's seat of power did not change the policy
!mnﬁ; Bangladesh; rather new avenues of
discord opened.

trategic factors in Indo-

not a new trend as c!uimed by Delhi. These
districts have been Muslim majority
areasspeciallyl(mimﬁmn , Dhubriand Goalpara.
Interestingly, for the last couple of years many
prominent Indian 'think tank' have been identi-
fying Bangladesh as 'cocoon of Islamic terror-
ism' claiming thatits [slamists are part of Osama
bin Laden led IIF (International [slamic Front),
an antiWest Jihadi front. Delhi also claims Gov-
ermnment connection with HUII (Harkat-ul-
Jihad-i-Islami), a Bangladeshi chapter of Paki-
stani Jihadi organisation, and a forefront organi-
sation charged with training South East Asian
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...'elder brotherly behaviour' is much opposed to 'Big Brother'
attitude. One is associated with eastern values of love, affection
and sacrifice and the other is with 'bossing’. Dr. Vaidik agreed that it
is India who needs to take a few more steps to cover the distance
that has been created specially with Bangladesh with adverse
propaganda made by many eminent Indians.

While going through my paper on Indo-
Bangladesh relation that I presented as key note
paper at an earlier seminar, Dr, Vaidik
that there exists perceptive misunderstanding
between security experts of New Delhi and
Dhaka in particular reference to NES, Indians
hawve been accusing Bangladesh ofsheltering the
NE States insurgents within Bangladesh. India
claims that 195 camps are within Bangladesh
belonging to various Indian insurgency groups
who are at war with the central authority. New
Delhi blames the Bangladesh government of
colluding with Pakistan to create an independ-
entMuslimstateout of partof Asomorannexthe
Muslim majority part of Asom to Bangladesh, a
fallacious claim that defiesalllogic.

Insurgency in that part of India is not a recent
phenomenon mther half a century plus old.
According to Indian analysts the region is
infested with 130 ill organised insurgent groups.
Around 5 lakhs security forces are currently
deployed in counter insurgency operation given
special power with huge border security forces
dﬁplayed allalong Indo-Bangla border. At places
borders are barbed wired to prevent illegal
crossings. It is difficult to fathom, having such
tight border control, why the Indian authority
cannot prevent insurgents crossing over at will
as claimed by New Delhi. Delhi's rhetoricon the
issue strongly suggests that the Delhi's Bangla-
desh watchers believe that Dhakais out to create
aLebensraumto resolveits population-to-space
crises. The suggestion seems to be nothing but
indicative of Delhi's fear of Muslim grth
within Irdial s

Of cmsﬂ:m&{cm of Asom that Delhi identi;”

fies as the fastest growing Muslim majority
districts, fourare adjacent to Bangladesh. Thisis

Jihadists like Jamai-Islamia. The suggestions
also indicated how Madrasas are preparing
Jihadist to "Talibanise' Bangladesh. India's top
analysts also believe that these Jihadists were out
to disrupt US interest in the region and Dhaka
presents greater threat (o the stability of India’s
NE. These impudent propaganda have two fold
aims. One, to internationalise Bangladesh as an
'extremist country’, two, create pressure on
Dhaka to resolve outstanding issues those iden-
tified as vital strategic concerns for India, with
special reference to NE Indian integration. A few
among these concerns are, corridor, use of port,
gas pipeline and joint military operation against

called insurgents camp, much in line of
Ehulan However, itnow seems that Bangladesh
did better a]lnwmg US agencies to investigate
these aceusations on ground. Itwould notbe out
of place to mention that India has been denying
Bangladesh transit right for Nepal for commer-
cial purpose on strategic ground. Let me quote
from one of the recent n:m]rslﬁ made by Anand
Kumar in SAAG (South Asian Analysis Group)
paper no; 1216 titled ' India-Myanmar Gas
Pipeline Through Bangladesh-pipe Dream' on
the Nepal corridor,” any free trans-national
movement through the sensitive 'Siliguri Corri-
dor' maynot be acceptable to India. Bangladesh
isfu]lynw'.lrc ofthesituation”.

It is needless to say that we have hardly
weighed 'the strategic implication of Gas
Pipeline or corridor or opening our port. Be
that as it may, In course of our discussion with

. Mr.Vaidik, L brought up the issue of the Indian

pnmupﬁun of Sino-Bangla-relationship, New
Delhi yiews Sino-. Bangla relationship as
growing strategic nexus on her eastern
periphery, much like Sino-Pak strategic collu-

sion on the western flank. Defence analysts
close to Indian military, views these relations
as Chinese bid to envelop India from the
flanks in a given time. A recent article pub-
lished in SAAG, views Indo-Bangla relation

through the prism of Indian national security. .

The article suggests, "Every Indian govern-
ment is very sensitive to its national security
that takes priority in formulating India's
foreign policy. Particularly it is true for the
neighbouring countries”. The concern
increases, as India would like to enter the
exclusive club of the Big Powers. However, the
article continues suggesting that Indian
policy towards Bangladesh would always be
factored by China-Bangladesh military cal-
laboration, which, according to Indian ana-
lysts, have matured over last thirty years.

However, the above quoted article not only
details Indian concern of the Sino-Bangla
collusion but cautions USA of the growing
China-Bangladesh-Myanmar nexus in the Bay
of Bengal which, according to Delhi, may prove
to be anti-US interest in the region. Indian
warning did not go unheeded as RAND Corpo-
ration, one of the think tanks close to US
administration, in its annual strategic paper
mentioned “given the proximity of this region
(Bangladesh and Myanmar) to China, these
countries would likely to be reluctant to
become too closely aligned with United States,
intheeventofheightened tension”.

Keeping the above in view, one may not
be wrong to suggest that US deputy secretary
state, South Asia, Mr. Torkel Peterson's visit
to Chittagong and his suggestions, were
purely based on economic issues. While
concluding my discussion with Dr. Vaidik,
who admitted that he was ignorant of the
fact that Indo-Bangla relation was so much
dependent on the strategic factors, which
India views as essential for her pational
security. India's national security percep-
tion is to acquire and maintain dominant
power status in the region capable of chal-
lenging Chinese growth, much akin to US
interestin South and South East Asia. Many
Indian intellectuals like Dr. Vaidik may not
have any trepidation of strategic issues but
fact remains that military analysts remain
concerned witis the growing strategic
importance that Bangladesh is acquiring
since the disintegration of the Soviet Union
and rapid Chinese ascendancy as Asian
SUper power.

However, what we need to underscore is the
fact that our relation with India is much influ-
enced by the strategic issues thase Delhi views
as vital for hermarch to become atleasta domi-

nént N;an,puwgr Webaye to live with that geo-

ktrateglc act and preserve. uur natlrmal mter-
est.

The authoris adafense analyst.
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i Introduction

. Local newspapers reported in the last few days
| that Bangladesh agreed in principle to the pro-

pused Myanmar-India gas pipeline to pass
across her territory. There were also reports that

~ there might be talks on transit corridor between

Bangladesh and Nepal and Bhutan through

. India and also talks on future trans-national

t
|

These were icebreaking events in

. the contextof Indo-Bangladeshrelations. Inthe
| past, whenever such proposals were discussed,
. certain quarters in the country used to raise the

spectre of Indian hegemony or threat to national
security. These people had the rugs taken from
undler them when Pakistan agreed tolet the Iran-
India gas pipeline pass through her territory.
Time is now ripe to take the next logical step of
dispassionately examining the whole issue of
transit or tmnshipment across Bangladesh - not
only of goods and passengers of Indian origin,
butofthewholeregion and beyond.
Bangladesh sits ata crossroad between South
and Southeast Asia. If we putthis geographical
advantage to use, we could turn Bangladeshinto
a regional centre of investment, trade, com-
merce and industry. Those, in turn, could speed
up the development process. Despite our
impartant geo-strategic location, we cannot
effectively influence the regional affairs mainly
because of our poor economy and general
backwardness. An economically vibrant Ban-
gladesh s destined to play a far more important
role in the region. Our experiences in SAARC
and BIMSTEC suggest that there is enormous
prospect of regional trade that could bolster the
economy of the whole region. However, inorder
to facilitate regional trade, we need to integrate
and standardise the transportation system of
Bangladesh with those of the region. Weneed o
simplify and modemize cross-border trade ancd
help free flow of goods and services within the
region. If Bangladesh could become a regional
hub, it could gain economically in the form of
increased revenue and investment. It would
also have a positive impact in the strategic equa-
tion between Bangladesh vis-a
-vis India, Myanmar and China. This paper
aims (o examine the economic viability and
strategicissues involved insuchaproposal.

Importance of Regional Trade

South Asian economies and especially Bengal's
economy suffered major disruption due to
partition in 1947. Alook at the map will reveal
that the Bengal Railways were cutat seven places
and the road links at innumerable points, East
Bengal was cut-off from Kolkata, the capital and
industrial centre, so was the port of Chittagong
from its hinterland Assam. Whatever little link
remained was finally snapped with stoppage of
river and rafl transitin the aftermath of Indo-Pak
War of 1965. Impact of this dislocation can be
gauged from the facts that while Assam and
Bengal were economically some of the leading

Aprovinces of British India, today India's NE

egion and Bangladesharesome of the poorest.

-

India's NE states have abundance of raw
materials such as tea, timber, coal, gas, oil ete.
However, they lack direct access to the rest of
India and the outside world. Direct access
means transiting through Bangladesh. 1f Ban-
gladesh provides such access, she could eamn
substantial transit fees and bargain for greater
market access to the NE India a region of 80
million people. Similarly, economic potentials
of Nepal and Bhutan remain untapped due to
communication bottleneck and lack of entre-
preneurs. These two countries have the world's
largest potential for hydropower. Bangladesh
could be a major buyer of electricity that could
mitigate our perennial shortage. Bangladesh
could be the prime mover of trade and transit of

the transit traffic. There would be secondary
benefits such as more hotels and restaurants,
truck stops, service stations, petrol pumps etc.
Increased railway traffic would enhance reve-
nue for the Bangladesh Railways (BR). Thatin
turnwould enable BR to provide better services
to its customers. Transit traffic would be
important for the continued growth and devel-
opment of the two seaports of Chittagong and
Mongla. Until partition] Chittagong port
handled all traffic of NE India. If we allow the
flow of traffic again, the earning of Chittagong
port would increase substantially. Mongla
could be developed to handle traffic of Nepal,
Bhutan and Northern Bengal. There is also the
prospect of revitalizing maritime traffic from

Besides economic gains, transit traffic has significant political,
diplomatic and strategic significance. As Bangladesh becomes a
cenire of regional communications network and a cross-road of
intercontinental traffic, her importance in the geo-politics will

naturally increase.

Her international image will undergo a

metamorphosis. Instead of a country perennially at the receiving

end, Bangladesh will have something to offer to others.

Peace,

prosperity and stability of Bangladesh will be a matter of concern
not only of us, but of all with a stake in trade and transit.

goods to and from Nepal and Bhutan. Over the
last three decades we have developed a group of
dynamic entrepreneurs who would be ready to
setupindustriesinthe region.

Importance of Transit Traffic

At present the sources of our foreign exchange
earning are very narrow  mainly limited to
export of ready made garments and remittances
from Bangladeshis working abroad. Both these
sources are highlyvulnerable to changes beyond
our control. We need to diversify the sources of
earning. Openingup the road, rail, air and river
transit routes could be one of the options. With
the opening of transit traffic, there will be new
investment in transportation sector by the users
and we will be greatest beneficiary of those
investments. Easier transportation of goods
across the border will open for Bangladesh a
large export market of consumer goods in the
Indian NE. We already have ashare in that mar-
ket through non-regulated trading i.e. by smug-
gling. Easingofregulated trading will only boost
legal trade and curb smuggling and all criminal
activities associated with it. With the opening
and modemisation of transportation system we
can expect more investment and joint-
collaboration projects from abroad, especially
fromIndia.

Huge expenses incurred at present for the
maintenance of the highways and bridges will
be somewhat offset by additional tolls earned
from transit traffic. Major future projects such
as the second Padma Bridge, 4-lane express-
ways etc. would become more feasibleifwe add

Kolkata and Chittagong to Assam. The river
routes had substantial traffic up to 1965, but
later fell into disuse mainly due to lack of main-
tenance and investment. Bangladesh could be
an air transportation’ hub too, Dhaka and
Chittagong should have air link with cities in
NE IndiaandWestern and Northern China with
facilities for onward connection to the outside
world, Thus, Dhaka could become a regional
transit airport, something like Singapore at
present.

Transitbeyond SouthAsia

Once Asian Highway and the proposed Trans-
Asian Railway Projects take shape, Bangladesh
could attract traffic moving to and from SE Asia
to ME, Central Asia'and Europe. For that to
happen we need to be connected with the
international transportation grid. It would be
very unfortunate, if the transportation arteries
bypass Bangladesh, like the way it happened
with the Submarine Cable Project. Most
important thing now is to be connected, for to
be disconnected is to be left behind. Take the
two cases: Myanmar and North Korea.
Myanmar was the richest country in SE Asia in
the 50s; today it is the poorest. This was mainly
because the military junta, in order to perpetu-
ate their rule, kept the country isolated from
the rest of the world. North Korea, the most
isolated country in the world, remained impov-
erished and backward, while South Korea, by
staying connected, turned into a modern day
miracle.

‘Economic and strategic significance

Strategicsignificance

of transit traffic

Besides econamic gains, transit traffic has signif-
icant political, diplomatic and strategic signifi-
cance. As Bangladesh becomes a centre of
regional commemnications network and a cross-
road of intercontinental traffic, her importance
in the geo-politics will naturally increase. Her
international image will undergo a métamor-
phosis. Instead of a country perennially at the
receiving end, Bangladesh will have something
tooffer toothers. Peace, prosperityand stability
of Bangladesh will be a matter of concem not
only of us, but of all with a stake in trade and
transit. Our security posture is strengthened by
getting others beyond the region interested in
oursecurity and wellbeing.

On the diplomatic front, transit trade will
improve Bangladesh's relations with India,
Myanmarand China. Unimpeded movement of
goods and people will create a pro-Bangladesh
lobby in our immediate neighbourhood. As
maore and more FDI pours in and joint-venture
projects are launched, interstate relations
hecome too intertwined to be disturbed by petty
irritants. Despite long history of war and con-
flict, the European Union is economically so
interconnected today that a war between EU
nations is almost impossible. Business people
in Europe have made war too difficult for the
politicians and generals, Regional cooperation
strengthens regional and national security.
Interconnected transportation system and
unimpeded movement of goods and people are
some of the first steps towards achieving
regional cooperation. Thus our security interest
isbest served by being connected to the regional
and international transportation network rather
thanstayingoutside theloop.

Conclusion

The terms such as 'independence’, 'sovereignty’
etc. loses their meanings for a poor nation.
Economic under-development takes away the
national pride and dignity. Therefore, all our
efforts must be directed towards achieving
economic development at the earliest. Transit
traffic and growing regional trade gives us
another avenue for progress. Bangladesh's
geographical advantage gives her the opportu-
nity to attract transit traffic from India, Nepal,
Bhutan, Myanmar, Tibet and Western China. [t
could make Bangladesh a regional hub of trade,
commerce and industries. Revenue from transit
traffic could be an important source of earning
foreign exchange. Being connected to the
regional and international transportation net-
work would boost flow of foreign investment
and accelerate the pace of development. On the
strategic and diplomatic front it could provide
greater security to the country and enhance her
image in the international arena. As a WTO

member, a signatory of SAPTA, a member of -

Asian Highway and Trans-Asian Railway Pro-
jects, we need fo vigorously pursue free and
unimpeded flow of goods and traffic across Asia
and beyond. We need to form a national consen-
sus on these issues. The longer we wait on the
sidelines, themorewelose.

The author ks a freelancer

The Bangladesh War 1971:
Tale of two Generals

MUMTAZ [QBAL

[This article reviews the book, "The Betrayal of East
Pakistan®, by Pakistani General Niazi; the first part
(published on 7 January 2005) reviewed, "Surren-
derAtDacca," by Indian General Jacob. Edit]

The Betrayal of East Pakistan

Books by Second World War German and Japanese
generals are entertaining and educational. That is
because while they lost the war, they won many
spectacular battles. Some such books are 'Panzer
Leader' by Gen. Fleinz Guderian, 'Lost Victories' by
Field Marshal Erich von Manstein and 'Singapore
1941-42" by Col. Masanori Tsuji.

Guderian was the father of Germany’s Panzers.
He commanded one of three Panzer Corps of
Rundstedt’s Army group Centre that broke through
the Ardennes to smash French Army resistance in
ten days in May 1940. Using the Ardennes route was
the idea (Hitler supported it) of Manstein who took
part in the great encirclement battles of Kiev,
Kharkovand Kursk.

Tsuji planned Japan's Malaysia campaign where
Gen. Yamashita in ten weeks crushed the British
command, climaxed by Gen. Percival's surrender at
Singaporeon 15 February 1942,

Tsuji is a colourful character. He disappeared

forces fighting France in the Firit Indochina War
that culminated in the French debacle at Dien Bien
Phu in 1954. Tsuji then resurfaced in Japan to
become a member of Diet (Parliament). He disap-
peared again in the mid-1960s reportedly again to
Viemam, this time to lend his services to Hanoi
againstthe Americans.

Alas! Niazi's book neither entertains nor edu-
cates, forasimpleself-evidentreason. He didn't win
any battles, lost the war and is the only Pakistani
general to have surrendered to the Indians.
A loser's book usually has limited appeal. Besides,
Niaz's has little if any redeeming quality in terms of
cool analysis, clear presentation of facts and sound
judgment. The material in the book lacks logical
presentation and is often turgidly and irritatingly
repetitive. Niazi's explanation for his surrender is
bizarre. Hewasresolved "to fight to the end" but was
ordered to surrender as " a deliberate debacle, pre-
planned and pre-arranged by Yahya and Bhutto."
Niazi did so "in order...to save West Pakistan...our
homeland" (poocvi). His Eastern Command "...was
an expendable pawn" and he "...the sacrificial
lamb." (p.194]).

Niazi asserts his Command was "...not defeated
(but) was tricked and forced to surrender”™ (p.278)
and "...if the war had continued, they (Indians)
would have been bacdly mauled by us® (p.208), Niazi
is confident that computer modeling of the Pakistan
Army's operation in both wings of Pakistan in 1971
would show that * I (Niazi) and my generals to be
among the most successful of this century” (p.265)

This catalogue of woolly and intemperate state-
ments certainly makes it difficult to have confidence
in Niazi's rationalityand judgment,

Like Jacob, Niazl is not at all modest about his
talents. He has "vast experience in commanding
troops” (p.54). He was solely responsible for his
Command's "overall strategic planning for opera-
tions and tactical decisions" (p.55). He conducted
anti-insurgency operations in April/May 1971 with
a "...speed (that) may not have a parallel in the
history of guerrilla warfare® (p.63). Finally, he was
"despite heavy pressure...fighting fit to the end”
(p.115).

The authenticity of the last statement is contest-
able. Niazi refers to Wellington weeping copiously
after Waterloo 1815 (p.115). Yet Niazi is conspicu-
ouslysilent about his nervous breakdownthe sahibs
are erying inside, as the bearer put iton 7 December
1971 when he briefed Gavernor Abdul Malik at
Government House in Dhaka'on the hopeless mili-
tary situation (see The History of the Pakistan Army
by Brian Cloughley, p.217).

Like many a defeated general, Niazi exaggerates
enemy resources. Thus, he claims that the strength
of the MB totaled 287,500 (p.69) and Aurora had a
"...overall superiority of at least ten to one” (p.93).
Jacob observes that the Indians "...actual superi-
ority was 1.8:1(Surrender at Dhaka, p.157). Gen-
erals like civilians are not averse to using statistics
to bolster their claims or cases. Niazi asserts that
he dealt with this military imbalance by "improvi-
sation, deception, trickery and bluff." He foxed
the Indians about his strength and deployment by
"subtle strategical cunning and tactical skill
(p.B3). Niazi created "certain ad-hoc formations
for deception” (p.82) by milking existing units.

What this milking really did was to dilute the
prevailing weak cohesion and battle worthiness
of Niazi's precariously stretched forces unwisely
scattered in penny packets all over Bangladesh.
This certainly made Aurora's job easier.

Niazi proudly trumpets his military prowess.
He boasts that he is a "fighting soldier" and that
the Indianshe doesn't mention who they
arecalled hima "soldier's general.”

Niazi, however, doesn't return the compli-

- from Saigon (now Ho Chi Mink City) inAugust 1945
on Jdpan's: surfender and advised! the Vet Ninho

ment. He states that Aurora's "...so-called blirz-
krieg failed miserably due tolack of good general-
ship. They did not have generals like ours"
{(p.120). Is this a case of sour grapes, bad manners
orboth?

Though busy fighting or planning to fight,
Niazi surprisingly found time to make sugges-
tions to Pres. Yahya on politics, Thus Niazi states
that he " had been recommending amnesty (to
Yahya) since May...since a political settlement
was the need of the hour" (p.96 and 104).

Around the second week of December 1971,
Niazi sent "...anather signal advising the Presi-
dent to release Mr. Mujib-ur-Rahman to keep
Pakistan intact” (p.192). He doesn't mention
when the first signal was sent. Niazi is miffed that
Yahya ignored his recommendation.

Some comments and suggestion of Niazihis
nickname was Tigerare hilariously priceless. He
claims that the Tiger"...

road in Dhaka Cantonment is named" after
him which made him feel rather "...at home in
East Pakistan as Commander Eastern Command®
(p.51). For the record, the road is named after the
East Bengal Regiment (EBR) called TheTigers.

To relieve his precarious logistics situation,
Niazi makes the absurd suggestion to BCOS Gen.
Abdul Hamid 1o t'u-ry -:upplms by The Hump route
(mmr Tiliét)a8 Wis done in WWIIL (p.98). Niazi's
most fartastic claim I8 the ugtesly baseless one-
thatr the Russians (1) used poison gas against
troops in the Mymensingh sector but doesn't
offer any proof.

Niazi's comments about his civilian and mili-
tary masters are fascinatingly candid and uni-
formly unflattering. Yahya did not come *..:to see
his people and troops during the entire nine
months of the hostilities® (p.175). About Bhutto,
he repeats the standard cliché that "...nobody
could beathim in intrigue.”

CGS Lt. Gen Gul Hasan "did not take any inter-
estin the 1971 war." Air Marshal M. Rahim Khan
"kept himself and his air force hidden during the
conflict." Gul Hasan conspired with Rahim Khan
"_..to bring Bhutto into power, for which our
defeat and separation of East Pakistan were
essential” (p.174).

Niazi's soul-mate in brutality, Lt. Gen (later
Gen and COAS) Tikka Khan, is not spared. Tikka
lacked both "...strategic insight and tactical flair"
(pA4) and "conscientious objections when his
self-interest was involved' (p.175). The urbane
and erudite Lt. Gen. Sahibzada Yaqub Khan, the
first GOC of Easter Command, is accused of "...de-
serting during active service" for resigning his
Command in April 1971 (p.43), while Yaqub's
promotion to higher ranks in the Army {s smooth
because he is "polished and well-versed in Eng-
lish* (p.38). Niazi' Public Relations Officer Maj.
Siddiq Salekhe died in the Bahawalpur plane
crash which killed Pres. Ziaul Hugqis "young and
inexperienced” (p.172) while Salek's book, "Wit-
nessto Surrender,” isa"...packoflies" (p.xooviii).

But Niazi's real venom is reserved for Maj. Gen.
Rao Farman All , Civil affairs Adviser to and the
real power behind Governor Malik. Farman is
"...the cleverest behind the-scene manipulator®
who created "panic in Government House and
sabotage(d) the war effort very cleverly and suc-
cessfully” (p.175) and was "...running a parallel
set-up dealing with the Indian C-in-C as well as
the Russians” (p.179).

Considering Farman's somewhat sleazy repu-
tation in Bangladesh as a cross between
Savanarola and Eichmann, Niazi lets him off
rather lightly.

Niazi's most blatant self-deception is to put the
whole blame on Tikka for the "stark cruelty” and
"scorched-earth policy”of the murderous military
action starting 25 March 1971 (p.46). Without
batting an eyelid, Niazi exonerates himself of any
blame "“for the kind of activities the army was
sometimes accused of” (p.52). Niazi is careful not
to elaborate what these "activities' are.

On the contrary, Niazi condemns Yaqub for
inaction despite the latter witnessing "the hor-
rors of holocaust, the genocidal destruction by
the Bengalis” (p.42).Niazi's perverse audacity in
makingthisstatementissickeningandshocking.

This suggests that Niazi suffered from delusional
thinking and, were healive, would be well counseled
to seek treatment to restore his mental equilibrium,
Niazi's book raises the intriguing question whether
the [slamabad junta, or an influential coterie collab-
orating with Bhutto, deliberately planned to ditch
East Pakistan (the so-called MM Ahmed plan but
this envisaged a "friendly” parting) and consciously
break-up of Pakistan, if the Bengalis could not be
putin their place.

But, assuming that sucha plan evenif half-baked
existed, the junta could not have found a more aptif
unwitting instrument than the good and loyal sol-
dier Niazi to implement it unquestioningly. From
this standpoint, therefore, Niazi's place in history as
a failed commanding general and indifferent author
issecure,

Theauthoris a frealancer



