- Basing a real-time strategy game on a movie isa
concept which looks loaded with difficulty, but EA
focused on what will make a good game rather than
< on fitting in exactly with the plot of the trilogy.
* That's @ good move. Freed from the restrictions
- which seem to be imposed on most other movie tie-
ins, Battle For Middle-Earth does throw up some
. peculiarities such as suspiciously resurrecting
. heroes and fictionally unlikely Balrog summoning,
but in return it offers a genuinely compelling game
which benefits hugely from its epic setting and the
player's familiarity with the univeise and characters,
rather than being held back by it.
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Minimum Requirements: 1.3 GHz Processor, _
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RISING STARS RATING 8.4

great elephant things. Aerial support is provided by
giant eagles and by Nazquls, and each side has a
bunch of hero characters at their disposal, most of
whom are indeed disposable, and whose influence
can often swing the progress of a battle. .
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raising the cap on the number of units you can have
atyour command. In one of the picest touches in the
game, the armies you create are also pefsistent; so
the force you end one battle withiis by and large lhe ¢
same as the fcrce you start with next hrnf.' araund

. Gmail invites anyone? I'm giving out Gmails again.
No limitations this time, everyone who asks for an
accountwill get one!

Floating Logos

http://www.siberart.com/signs%20pages/logos
home.html

First, let's make this clear: The logos aren't really
floating. Through the miracle of digital enhancement,
the photos have been altered to remove the posts and
poles that keep the signs in the air;, giving them the
eerie appearance of gravity-defying weightlessness.
Without any visible means of support, even McDonald's
signs take on a ghostly quality. Though most of the
logos designate fast-food outlets and gas stations, this
sign seems some how appropniate floating above the
Earth.

Microsoft's Anti-Spyware

littp://tinyurl.com/5p7co

Microsoft has stepped into the anti-spyware arena
with a fast and useful tool. It's still in beta, but it
already ranks as one of the best anit-spyware around.

Bullies for hire

http://wvw.eastsidemall.com/bulliesforhire/bulli
< Jesihtml

A service that lets you to hire bullies to hully your
ildren.
£ Peace Art Preject Cam hndia

 kingdoms of Rohan (which has incredibly powerful

sl tapabﬂmes} and the evil forces of Mordor and
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valny, as you'd expect) and Gondor (great defen-

which are largely focused on swarming the
i wave after wave of orcs, and also have

on keeping hope alive, In the hnes’t tradltmn uFbeatlng
swords into forks and spoons, 23 University students
from Columbia have been trained to sculpt in a unigue
medium -- decommissioned weapons. No shortage of
material here; after more than 30 years of civil war,
ending 1n 1998, the Cambodian government destroyed
125,000 weapaons across the country. The students have
secured thousands of these, including guns, tripods,
mine casings, and destroyed ammunition. A look at the
sculpture gallery shows the results: machines meant for
killing transformed into, such peaceful and’ usefu
objects as a bicycle, stool, and even a doggie.

Bea GEID for a while
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"God Simulator™ that dares to poke fun at th

Almighty.

Sam's Mailbox Picture Collection

http://sblom.com/mailbox/

Is anything more indicative of the human spmt an
mankind's eternal quest for beauty than a ltmngl
crafted mailbox i in the shape. nf a coy
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