Trading in Eid cattle markets gets momentum

Rab presence makes traders and huyers feel secure

Trading in the Eid cattle markets
is gainingmomentumwith local
and Indian cattle flooding the
port city.

The cattlestarted flooding the
markets since January 15.

In absence of boisterousness
of extortionists so far, the price
of sacrificial animals is compar-
ativelycheap thisyear.

At the same time, presence
of Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
and police at different cattle
markets and transaction
points makes both the buyers
and traders feel a sense of
securityand relief.

Apart from the two majorand
permanent ones at Sagorikaand
Bibirhat, five temporary cattle
markets were set up at the
KamaphuliShah Amanat Bridge
area, Kamal Mohazan hat, Steel
Mills Bazar, Kathgarh Bazar and
Saltgola Rail crossing in the city
under Chittagong City Corpora-

tion (CCC). -

Saporika cattle market that
usually sits on Monday and
Wednesday will continue till the
nightbefore the Eid while Bibirhat
will sit onits scheduled weekdays
of Saturday and Tuesday, sources
said,

CCC leased out seven cattle
markets, including the perma-
nent two, on January 13 for Tk
3.33 crore. '

Of them, Sagorika and
Bibirhat were leased out for Tk 1
crore and 72.57 lakh and Tk 1

“crore 41.27 lakh respectively to

continue throughout the year,

Besides, several cattle mar-
kets are also sitting at different
points of Halishahar BDR Camp
area, Hathazari Nandirhat and
Chowdhurirhat under private
management.

A huge number of sacrificial
animals already flooded the
Sagorika and Bibirhat cattle

. markets.

The traders said that supply

Bjbirhat catile market in the port city.
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of cattle, both locally reared
and imported, was available
and the price was also reason-
able.

"We expect a good profit this
year as we did not have to pay any
extortion or face attack by the
criminals on the way to the mar-
kets in the city so far," said Jasim
Uddin. He brought 14 cattle to
Bibirhat market from Keranirhatat
Satkania, some40kms offthecity.

Gias Uddin, a representative
and hasil collector of Bibirhat,
said that sacrificial animals,
particularly bulls, were coming
in plentyfrom southern districts
of the country and neighbour-
ingIndia.

The prices of animals are

‘reasonable and comparatively

better till now, he said. The mar-
ket leasees collect 4 per cent
against the price of every sold
outsacrificial animal as has:l he
added.

The cattle market sources
said that a few of the bulls also

came from Nepal and Myanmar
while camels arrived from
RajesthaninIndia, SaudiArabia,

Iranand other Middle East coun-

tries.

They expect that around 1.50
lakh cattle will be sold in the
markets.

There were alsoa good supply
of goats in the cattle markets,
including the main goat market
atKadamtaliDhanialaparain the
city.

With Chittagong people usu-
ally giving a special attention
and magnitude to Eid-ul Azha,
the cattle markets here got
momentum a bit earlier and
offered a brisk business for the
cattle traders. ;

The traders from different
parts of the country are duly
paid back when they get a bit
higher price here in the port
city.

The buyers, however, said
they require to be careful and
go for a good bargaining offer-

ing at best 80 per cent of
the asked price unless they
wanted to be overplayed by the
traders. X

Meanwhile, to check extor-
tion, forceful realisation of
hasil and maintain law and
order, a huge contingent of Rab
was deployedin and around the
cattle markets since January 16
in addition topolice.

Rab sources said that as many
as 20 teams of the elite force in’
official and plain clothes, would
be in and around the caitle
markets in the city while one
team would be patrolling in the
rural areas.

Chittagong Metropolitan
Police (CMP) also beefed up
security measures with deploy-
ment of forces at every cattle
market and important city
points to ensure safety of the
traders and the buyers. CMPwas
also conducting mobile courts
since January 10 in the city,
sources said.

Dry fish business faces crisis

Dry fish business faces a crisis due
to lack of storage facilities, traders
said.

They said a huge quantity of dry

. fishes is damaged every year due to
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lack'of proper storage facilities in

thetraders,

"We have to face serious problem
if we maintain stock of large quan-
tityofdryfish thatare often attacked
by insects. That is why; we are badly
in need of cold storage here for
proper preservation of dry fish in
large quantity,”" said Abdul Munaf,

FishTraders Association.

"We don't have even a single cold
storage at Asadganj and Chaktai, the
main hub of dry fish business in the
port city. The government should
come forward immediately to setup
such a cold storage to help us flour-
ish our dry fish business,” Munaf

the port city causing a huge loss to

A trader is busy dmug fish on the bank of river Karnaphuli.
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added. "The dry fish sector is yet to
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get any help and support from the
government though it has immense
potentialities," he said.

"If the government provide us
propersupport, itwill be easytoboost
exportofdry fish tomany countriesin
large quantity to fetch huge foreign
currencytostrengthen our economy,”
he said. "Now small quantity of dry
fish is exported to few Middle East
countries, -including +Saudi Arabia,
Dubaiand Qatar," he said.

"The sector is almost an uncared
forunit though it has vast potential-
ities to earn huge revenue,” he said.
Supply of dry fish from Chittagong
to northern parts of the country
suffered a setback following last
year's flood, he said, adding that it
caused a slump in dry fish business
here.

Munaf said that production of
dry fishes had dropped in recent
years following the fall in catch: of
seafish.

In'reply to a question, he, how-
evei: said that insecticides were

““used at the field level to protect and
preserve the dry “fish from pest
attacks.

Senior physician Dr.
Kamrunnesa Runa said "Dry fish is
good to take if preparation is fine.
But it is risky for health if we eat dry
fish coated with insecticide or pre-
servativeasitmay cause diseases."”

Dry fish, the most favourite and
traditional dish to the Bangalees, are
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prepared in a natural way under the
open sky at the coastal areas of
Chittagong, Cox's Bazar and
Rangabali coast, traderssaid.

Bidhan Barua, also a dry fish
trader at Asadganj, said "Dry fish
business is almost dull now. In
recent years the business is going
down, hesaid.

Supplyofdry fish hasfallen as sea
pollution ‘caused by dumping of
wastes from foreign vessels affected
fish stock and catch in the deep
sea.”

"On the other hand, due to short-
fall in supply, price of dry fish
marked a rise. The pomfret that was
sold at Tk 300 to 400 per kilogram
oneyear backnowsellsat Tk 700 per
kg. Thelatia dry fish is selling at over
Tk 100 per kg. Acting principal offi-
cer of state owned Merchantile
Marine Department Habibur
Rahman said "whenever we get
reports, we take action against the
vessels responsible for dumping
waste in our territorial water in the
sea, But beyond ourjurisdiction itis
difficult to check or identify dump-
ing of wastes from vessels at the
outersea,” hesaid.

Export Promotion Bureau
Assistant Director Tofazzal Hossain
said "our dry fish has a good
demand at the export market. Butit
is not being exported in large scale
due to various problems in ship-
ment," hevadded.
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The first of its kind in South Asia,

the centre was inaugurated on
January22, 2003.

The American Comer-Chittagong

has an impressive collection of books,
encyclopedias, newspapers, maga-
zines, pamphlets, videos and CD-ROMs
that focus on the constitution, policies,
culture, literature, history, politics,
economics and othersocialissuesofthe
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US ambassador Harry K Thomas visits the American Cnmer-chittagong recently.

American Corner gains
popularity

The American Corner Chittagong,
situated at the Independent
University of Bangladesh's
Chittagong Campus, is an informa-
tion resource centre of the Public
Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy
and is gaining popularity among the
city dwellers, says a pressrelease.

United States. Besides, students inter-
ested in studying in the US will also find
an index of all American colleges and
universities along with extensive infor-
mation on each institution.
Information regarding TOEFL, SAT and
GREare also available.

The centre also provides high-speed
broadband internet connection and
photocopying services. It is open to
anyone over 16 years of age butits ame-
nities are only accessible to the mem-
bers, Membership charge is Tk. 200 for
the general public and Tk 150 for IUB:
studentsforaperiod ofoneyear:

The Corner is open from Sunday to
Thursday from 10:30 am to 4:30 pm,
excepton governmentholidays.
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