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Eto'o bails Barca out

K(® § Football

REUTERS, Meadrid

Barcelona striker Samuel Eto'o
atoned for missing an early pen-
alty by grabbing a late winner to
give his side an agonising 1-0 win
over 10-man Real Sociedad at the
Nou Camp on Sunday.

The Cameroon international
fired in a difficult header after
Mexican midfielder Rafael
Marauez had flicked on a corner
nine minutes from time, but if it
had not been for some fantastic
goalkeeping from Victor Vidldes the
Catalans wauld not have hung on
forthe win.

Real Madrid also hoad to dig
deep to came from a goil down to
win 3-1 at home to 10-man Heal

Zaragoza in Sunday's late match.

The results meant that
Barcelona preserved their seven-
point lead over Real in the stand-
ings at the half-way point in the
season.

Barca have 45 points from 19
games, Real have 38 and Valencia,
who were held to a 0-0 draw at
Osasuna, are two behind on 36,

Valencia gave a subdued per-
formance in a match overshad-
owed by the news of the sudden
death of the young daughter of
Valencia defender Marco Caneira
shortly before the kickoff.

Zaragoza stunned the home
fans at the Bernabeu when striker
David Villa put them ahead with a
brilliant virtuoso goal midway
throughthe firsthalf.

But Real equalised three min-
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utes before the break when Raul
scooped the ball over the keeper
after Zinedine Zidane and Ronaldo
had combined to slice open the
Zaragoza defence.

Zaragoza suffered a douhle
setback at the start of the second
half, losing centre-back Alvaro
after he picked up a needless
second booking for a foul on the
halfway line and then going 2-1
down when Ronaldo headed in at
the far post after a Luis Figo shot
fell into his path. It was the
Brazilian superstar's L1th goal in
the campaign.

The visitors were left seething,
however, because Figo had
appeared to receive the ball in an
offside position and they were
then denied a penalty after
defender Michel Salgado had
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Barcelona's Cameroonian striker Samuel Eto'o is over the moon after his goal against Real Sociedad at the Camp
Noustadiumin Barcelonaon January 16.

¢ hauled Villa down in the area.

But they had nothing to com-
plain when substitute Michael
Owen completed the Real victory
witha finestrike five minutes from
time, the England striker thread-
ing a shot between two defenders,
out of reach of the keeper and
inside the far post.

Barcelona, who suffered only
their second defeat of the season
when they went down at Villarreal
last week, were gifted a great
chance to take the lead when they
were awarded a dubious penalty in
the fourth minute after midfielder
Andres Iniesta went down in the
area.

But Eto'o fired his spot kick
against the post and the Catalans,
who, were missing influential
Portugal midfielder Deco, grew
increasingly frustrated as they
were unable to break down the
crowded Sociedad defence.

The Basque side sat back and
defended for most of the first half
butalmost snatched the lead when
striker Darko Kovacevic unleashed
a vielously dipping shot from the
edge of the area only to see it
tipped over the bar by Valdes.

Sociedad's attacking options were
further reduced when midfielder
Xabi Prieto was sent off after picking
up a second card for hauling back
Silvinho justafter the hour.

Barca laid siege to the Sociedad
area but only managed to break
the deadlock when Eto'o headed
in after Xavi's comner in the 81st
minute to take his tally for the
season to 4.

Real want
Robinhoby’
week's end

INTERNET SOURCE

Real Madrid are hoping to wrap up
the signing of Santos star Robinho
this week.

The Braziltan international's
agents were in talks with Real
powerbrokers over the weekend
ahead of & deal being agreed possi-
bivinsidethe next48 hours.

Real president Florentino Perez,
viee-president ' Emilio Butragueno
and general manager Arrigo Saechi
met with Hobinho's agent, Juan
Figger and his son Marcel, on
Saturday to discuss details over the
youngster's transfer.

Muarcel Figger admitted yester-
day: "The subject of Robinho is
surely going to be settled within the
next three days.”

But he added: "We're not here in

fadrid to discuss Robinho, We're
! creto dccompany Pele.”

iTiger Cup
Singapore's

fﬂwmui, Singapore

iSingapou: beat Indonesia 2-1 on
Sunday to win the Tiger Cup 5-2 on
aggregate and crown themselves
tkings of south east Asia for the sec-
fond time.

The 1998 champions, who beat
Indonesia 3-1 in the first leg last
weekin Jukarta, effectively sewed up
Jthe ttle six minutes into the match
‘when Indra Shahdan's fine strike
gave the hosts & comfortable three-
oalaggregate lead.
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Ferguson gets
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Everton a point
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REUTERS, London

Duncan Ferguson stepped off the
bench to spark an Everton revival as
they claimed a 1-1 draw at
Middlesbrough in the Premier
League on Sunday.

The rugged former Scotland
striker entered the fray after 74
minutes with his side trailing 1-0
to their rivals for a Champions
League spot, and within two min-
utes set up Tim Cahill's equaliser
with aheaded pass.

Minutes later he was at the
centre of an ugly goalmouth flare-
up after he caught Mark Schwarzer
on the head after lunging for the
ball following a fumble by the
'Boro keeper.

Fourth-placed Everton, who
sold midfielder Thomas Gravesen
to Real Madrid in the week, thor-
oughly deserved their point after
they had fallen behind to a superb
Boudewijn Zenden finish from an
acute angle after 26 minutes.

James Beattie, still to score for
Everton since joining from
Southampton, almost equalised
when he dribbled a shot against
the base of the post after another
mistake by Schwarzer.

Everton have 44 points, 14
behind runaway leaders Chelsea
who extended their advantage to
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10 points on Saturday with a 2-0
victory at Tottenham Hotspur
while second-placed Arsenal
slipped to a 1-0 defeat at Bolton
Wanderers.

Boro remain in sixth place on 36
points, one behind Liverpool who
were beaten 1-0 by Manchester
United on Saturday.

In Sunday’s late kickoff bottom
clubWest Bromwich Albion suffered
a shattering 1-0 defeat at Fulham,
for whom Papa Bouba Diop headed
astoppage timewinner.

West Brom, who have not won a
league match since former
England captain Bryan Robson
took charge of his old club in
November, showed plenty of spirit
but were punished severely when
Diop stole in unmarked to head in
Mark Pembridge's corner.

West Brom have a meagre 13
points from 23 games, five behind
Crystal Palace who head a mini-
group of four teams scrapping four
survivalin thebasement.

Southampton and Norwich
City, who also lost on Saturday,
occupy the two other relegation
places.
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A sad day in
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Valencia -~ -

AFP, Madrid

Valencia defender Marco Caneira
withdrew from his side’s Primem Liga
game at Osasuna after his young
daughterdiedonSunday:

Spanish media reported that his
eight-month-old daughter was admit-
ted to hospital in Valencia with respira-
toryproblemsand died soonafter.

The player made an immediate
retumntoValenciaina privatejetlaidon
byanOsasunadirector.

Officials from Valencia discussed a
possible postponement of the game,
but decided togo aheadwith thematch
afterconsultingwiththereferee.

The 25-year-old Portuguese
defender joined Valencia on loan from
Girondins Bordeaun during the close
SEason.

FA bans mystery

booter
REUTERS, London

An unidentified player has been
banned for six months by the
Football Association (FA) after twice
testing positive for cocaine use,
according to UKSport.

The player originally tested
positive last season and a hearing
last April decided he should re-
appear before the FA's disciplinary
commission in April 2005, UK Sport
said onits Drug Results Database,

Spanish football league slandlnga after
Sunday's matches (played, won, drawn,
lost, goals for, goals against, paints):
Barcelona 1914 3 2 36 14 45
Real 1912 2 5 32 14 38
Valencia 1910 6 3 29 13 16
Espanyol 1910 4 5 23 14 34
Sevila 199 5 5 21 19 32
Balis 198 6 5 24 21 307}

Cagliari's former Italy star Glanfranco Zola (R) tries to leave behind Juventus' Jonathan Zebina during match at St-Elia stadium In Cagliari on January 16.
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AFF, Rome

Juventus saw their lead at the top of
Serie A cut to two paints after they
were held 1o a 1-1 draw at Cagliari
and closest rivals AC Milan beat
Udinese3-1.

Juve appeared to be hmdlng for
a precious win in Sicily until the
89th minute when former Chelsea
star Gianfranco Zola scored with a
rare header.

The diminutive 38-year-old
striker leapt high above Juve
defender Jonathan Zebina to meet
Massimo

Brambilla's right-wing cross
and steered the ball in off the post
with a flick of his forehead for his
sixthleague goal.

Juve took the lead 10 minutes
into the second half when Brazilian
midfielder Emerson headed Pavel
Nedved's cross into the net off the
underside of the crossbar.

Gianluigi Buffon pulled off two
superb saves to deny Antonio
Langella in the closing stages, but
the Juve keeper could do nothing to
keep out Zola's stunning last-gasp
effort.

Juventus have 44 points from
their 19 matches played, while
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reigning champions AC Milan have
42, eight more than third-placed
Udinese. Cagliari's draw left them
ineight place on 26 points.

Zola insisted his team were
wuorthy of a point having carved out
numerous chances against Italy's
pace-setters.

"We deserved adraw because we
played without fear and exploited
our full potential,” hesaid.

"My goal was important
because it secured a result that we
fully merited."

Antonio Di Natale gave Udinese
an early lead at the San Siro with a
superb long-range strike before
Andriy Shevchenko levelled the
score with his 13th league goal of
theseason.

An. own goal from Czech
midfielder Marek Jankulovski
gifted Milan the lead before Kaka's
solo effort ensured three valuable
points.

The result capped a memorable
day for Paolo Maldini, who made
his Serie A debut with AC Milan
almost 20 years ago to the day and
has beenwith the clubeversince.

‘In his time there, Maldini, who is
now the captain, has won seven
league championships and four
European CuplChumplons League
titles.

Palermo climbed to fifth behind

Inter Milan after winning 3-1 at
Lazio where Luca Toni netted a
brace for the visiting Sicilians.

Palermo have 28 points, the
same number as Sampdoria, who
were held athome to Bologna.

Roma came from two goals
down to draw 2-2 at Chievo where
Vincenzo Montella scored twice for
the visitors, taking his league tally
to 16, the best in Serie A.

Former Italy international
Roberto Donadoni got off to a
winning start as the new coach of
Livorno with the Tuscany side
beating Messina3-1.

Bottom club Atalanta were held
to a 1-1 draw by fellow strugglers
Siena, while Parma boosted their
chances of surviving the drop with
a last-gasp 2-1 victory at home to
Lecce.

Udinese, who arrived in Milan
having lost just ance in their previ-
ous 13 matches, took thelead in the
ninth minute.

The Italy international found
space on the edge of the box and
fired a rising right-footed shot that
flew past Milan keeper Nelson
Dida.

The home side drew level in the
d1stminute.

Kaka went on a surging run
before drilling a low ball into the
box intended for Hermman Crespo,
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The Argentine striker falled to
connect with an outstretched
boot, but Shevehenko appeared at
the back post to snde foot the ball
home.

The home side went ahead
eight minutes after half-time
thanks toa huge slick of luck:

Seedorf crossed from the right
and Jankulovski tried to head the
ball away for a corner but only
succeeded in diverting it past his
own keeper, Morgan De Sanctis.

Kaka rounded off the scoring a
minute from the end, coolly slot-
ting home after a mazy dribble
into the box.

On Saturday, Inter Milan were
held to a goalless draw at Reggina,
their 13th draw of the season,
while Fiorentina drew 1-1 at
Brescia.

ItaEan football league standings after
Sunday's matches (played, won, drawn,
lost, goals for, goals againsl, points):

Juventus 19 13 5 1 M 11 4
Milan 19 126 1 35 12 42
Udinese 19 10 4 5 28 18 34
Intar 19 613 0 38 26 31
Palermo 19 7 7 5 19 13 28
Sampdoria 19 8 4 7 19 15 28

PHOTO: REUTERS
THE KING IN TOWN! Football legend Pele (C) walks on Santiago Bernabeu
stadium turf while being applauded by Real Zaragoza's Brazilian Savio (L)
and Real Madrid's captain Raul shortly before thelr Primera Liga match on
January 16.
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FA CUP PREVIEW

Exeter miracle part two?

Manchester United taste the
extremes of English football this week
when, four days after beating
Liverpoal at Anfield, they tavel to
Devan for their FA Cup third round
replaywithminorleague Exeter Clty.

United got the ideal preparation by
beating Liverpool 1-0 while Exeter
took aleaf out of Alex Ferguson's Cup
tactics book by resting several players
as they also stepped down alevel in a
2-2FATrophy drawat Billericay.

"Itisalittledifferent playing here in
frontof 1,400 compared with 67,000 at
Old Trafford,” sald Exeter manager
Alex Inglethorpe, whose side held
United to a shock goalless draw on
January 8 and scored twice In the last
five minutes against the Essex part-
timers.

Only five of the team who held
United started against Billericay but
the Conference sidewillbe back o full
strength on Wednesday when the
Devon town will come to a halt for the
biggest day in the club's 101-year

history.

n has vowed to put out a
stronger side than the youth and
reserve combination who produced
what he described as United's worst
Cup performance inhis 18 years at the
club.

A home tie against Middlesbrough
awaits the winners, but Exeter will
come out smiling whatever happens
on Wednesday as the overall income
fromthe two games will wipe out their
750,000 pounds ($1.40 million) debt.

Exeter have refused to raise ticket
prices for the match, keeping them at
Conference levels despite knowing
they could sell out their 10,000-
capacity St James Park several times
over.

Instead they prefer to further
strengthen the bond with the local
community that saved the club from
extinction after they went out of the
league two years ago with debts of five
million pounds.

"We are in a position where we

can't lose,” said Inglethorpe, who
surely can not believe what dramas he
has overseen in the four months since
he took over after leaving his job as
youthteamcoachatOrient.

"If we get beaten, the club will
come out of it in a far healthier posi-
tion. Our season doesn't end on
Wednesday. All the attention that
we've been attracting will go. It will
driftontosomeoneelse.

“If Wednesday was the replay
against Billericay, we would prepare
exactly the waywe will for Manchester
United. If our preparation was sud-
denly changed it would tell us that
somethingwas wrongwith the way we
prepare38 weeksofthe year™

Liverpool, who lost after falling at
home to United for the third succes-
sive seasan, get the chance to take out
their frustration on Bumnley on
Tuesday when their postponed third-
round gameisre-scheduled.

However, coach Rafael Benitez, in
his first taste of the FA Cup, is likely to
stick with his ariginal plan of playing
several youth team hopefuls against
thesecond division team.

Two other Premier League sides
have home replays agiinst first divi-
sion clubs on Wednesday --
Blackburn' Rovers against Cardiff
and Fulham against Watford - both
ties finishing 1-1 in the original
games,

South African
star arrested

AFP, fohannesburg

Former South Africa World Cup
hero Philemon Masinga was
arrested at the weekend for alleg-
edlydrivingunder the influence of
alcohol.

Reports said police detained
Masinga in Klerksdorp, 130km
west of here, and that he would
face charges of drunken and reck-
less driving and of obstructing
officers and resisting arrest.

He was later released on bail
and is expected to appearin court
Monday.

A capacity 80,000 crowd saw
Masinga score a memorable
winner against Congo in
Johannesburg eight years ago to
steer South Africa to the World
Cupforthe firsttime.

Masinga was among the first
South Africans to move abroad
when a racism-induced ban on
South Africa was lifted in 1992 by
world football governing body
FIFA.

He played for Leeds United in
England and Bariin Italy.
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