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Tsunami toll tops

175,000

REUTERS, Galle, Sri Lanka

Asia's tsunami death toll soared past

175,000 yesterday as Sri Lanka
confirmed thousands more dead,
while fears re-emerged over the
safety of aid workers in Indonesia's
. shattered Aceh province.

Denmark said it had information
'imminent” terror attacks were
planned against aid workers in
Aceh, where US and other foreign
troops have joined relief teams
clearing rubble from the Dec. 26
disaster which killed 115,000 in that
province alone.

"We have received information
from sourees abroad that somebody
would be planning an attack today,"
Danish Foreign Ministry official
Niels' Erik Andersen told Danish
radio.

Indonesia's foreign minister
dismissed the report as "unfounded
rumor." But it reignited fears that aid
workers might become political

targets in Indonesia, which has seen

both a separatist rebellion in Aceh
and deadly homb attacks targeting
Westerners blamed on an [slamic
group linked toal-Qaeda.

US' Deputy Defense Secretary
Paul Wolfowitz urged political oppo-
nents in both Indonesia and Sri
Lanka -- facing a separatist rebellion
of its own -- to put aside their differ-
ences and concentrateon reliefworlk

"Hopefully they will realize on all
sides that the stakes that they are
fighting for are relatively trivial," he

- said onarriving in Sri Lanka.

Removal of fish
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‘tonvenor of the committee while

~ divisional engineer, divisional
mechanical engineer and divisional

signal engineerare members.

Press reports said ten bogies of
the Meghna Express derailed near
Ha‘_]igani on Sunday, injuring over 50
people.

* Rescue operation started shortly
fter the accident and completed by
45pm. Train service on the route
esumed yesterday marning, the
Lfﬂcinl handout said.
i

Tk 37,413
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to use any car of any project under
& ministries or directorates, and if
yone is found using such a vehi-
cle, he will be punished," the report
aid.

IF Referring to a similar scheme
Introduced by the Bangladesh Bank
forits staff, the commission said the
system has successfully reduced
expenses and checked corruption
there,
The commission also proposed
to increase the transport allowance
for the employees who are not eligi-
ble to get individual vehicles, It
Suggested monthly Tk 250 for first
plass officers who reside in the
Dhaka metropolis, Tk 200 for
Chittagong metropolis, and Tk 150
r Narayanganj municipality and
thermetropolitan cities.
y It proposed to give Tk 150 a
month to the second class officers
ho reside in Dhaka metropolis, Tk
25 in Chittagong metropolis and Tk
00 in Narayanganj municipality
dothermetropolitan cities.
The suggested transport allow-
ce for the non-gazetted employ-
#5153 Tk 125 a month for residents of
haka metropolis, Tk 100 of
thittagong metropolis, and Tk 80 of
Narayangonj municipality and
Ptherrnetmpulimn cities.

Sri Lankan officials said another
7,275 people were now known to
have died in the Dec. 26 catastrophe,
taking the national total to 38,195.
The jump was not due to the sudden
discovery of more bodies, butrathera
backlogoffigures fromremote areas.

In a quick visit to a small village
near Galle, in southern Sri Ianka.
Wolfowitz clambered over rubble to
reach a group of women waiting
outside an elementary school.

"We are very sorry about what
happened. The whole world wants to
help you, my country especially"
said Wolfowitz, who is touring the
countries worst hit by the Indian
Ocean tsunami.

Sri Lanka announced a recon-
struction drive to build 15 new towns
on its southern and eastern coasts.
The government will help people
rebuild in safe areas, or simply con-
structnew towne.

Zhao Ziyang
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died at a Beijing hospital "after
failing to respond to all emergency
treatment.”

Zhao, a former premier and the
dapper, articulate protege of late
supreme leader Deng Xiaoping,
helped to launch China's economic
boom, bringing new prosperity and
openinghisnationto theworld.

But he fell out of favor with Deng
and was purged on June 24, 1989,
after the military crushed the stu-
dent-led protests, killing hundreds
and possibly thousands of people.
He was accused of "splitting the
party" by supporting demonstrators
whowanted democraticreforms.

"Zhao made the right choice. He
stood with the correct side of his-
tory," said Ding Zilin, a retired
Beijing academic whose son was
among the slain protesters. "He
sacrificed his freedom because of
what he chose. But I believe the
Chinese people and international
societywill not forgethim."

Zhao was surrounded by his
family when he died, said Frank Lu, a
human rights activist who said he
spoke to Zhao's daughter, Wang
Yannan.

"He was very peaceful," Lu said
by phone from Hong Kong.

The government took steps
Monday to minimize any public
redction to Zhao's death, apparently
still worried about his potential as a
political symbal.

The official announcement to
China's people was limited to a two-
sentence Xinhua report carried on
Wehb sites. It wasn't on the midday
state television news and CNN
broadeasts to hotels and apartment
complexes for foreigners were
blacked out when they mentioned
Zhao.

15 cops closed
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Chuadanga. District police authori-
ties subsequently closed all the
involved police fromthe police line.

The police personnel are ser-
geants Hemayat Hossain and Golam
Jakaria, havildars Nikhil Chandra
Kar and Rakibul Islam and consta-
bles Nabir Uddin, Abdul Wadud,
Aiyub Ali, Jahidul Islam, Nawab Alj,
Matiar Rahman, Hafizur Rahman,
Ikman Ali, Fakrul Alam, Abdur
Rashid and Mizanur Rahman.

When contacted the police
superintendent of Chuadanga, Dr
Aftab Ahamed, told The Daily Star
that all would be punished if the
probe finds them guilty.

EAzam Reza to die
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arlier, the prosecution and the
defence completed arguments and
court recorded statements of 13
outof 20 prosecution witnesses.
| Special Public Prosecutor Aminul
[slam yesterday expressed his satis-
tion over the judgment. He told
'he Daily Star that Azam Reza's sister
television actress Shampa Reza and
is girl friend were accused of dam-
aging the evidence of the murder. But
e investigation officer of the case
egedly dropped their names from
e charge sheet. The SPP said he,
owever, had no jurisdiction to bring
eminto trial though the allegations
were under section 201 (destruction
?f alamat) of the Penal Code.
According to law, when one's wife
ets killed at his own residence, he
have to explain the killing. But
m Reza in this case not only failed
do so but he attempted to project
d\;fife's death as an unnatural
\ Azam Reza's father Ahmed Reza,
other Mrs Reza and sister Shampa
were present in the court but
ey did not comment on the judg-
ﬁnt.'l"hey said theywould appeal to
HCagainstit.
In his judgment, the judge said
m Reza, whose first wife is para-
, contracted a marriage with
yanti Munshi three and a halfyears
ack. But Reza's extra-marital affair
with TV actress Afsana Mimi soon
ew his relationship with Jayanti in
jeopardy. Jayanti could never come to
rms with her husband's affair with
imi, the court mentioned.
' As the marital difficulties got
i:acerha[ed Reza started to toriure
yanti both physically and mentally.
He considered her an obstacle to his
with Afsana Mimi, said the
Judge adding the accused of the
_fm:sumc killing of Jayanti does not

deserveanymercy.

Police recovered the body of
Jayanti, a teacher of Australian
International School, hanging from
the ceiling fan in their Banani house
on January 9 last year. Jayanti's
mother Lusil Sadekin filed a General
Diary (GD) with Gulshan Police
Station. In the GD, she mentioned
that Azam murdered his wife with the
intent to have Mimi as hislife partner.
Jayanti's mother later filed a case
accusing Azam Reza, his sister
Shampa Reza and Afsana Mimi of
killing her daughter.

The Detective Branch (DB) on
March 30 last year indicted Azam
Heza for murdering Jayanti Munshi
alias Jayanti Reza, while dropped the
names of Shampa Reza and Afsana
Mimi from the charge sheet on the
grounds that there was not enough
evidenceagainst the two.

Investigation Officer (10) DB
Inspector Ruhul Quddus submitted
the charge sheet to the Court of Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate, Dhaka 62
daysafter theincident.

Ruhul Quddus said in the charge
sheet that primary investigation
based on the first information report
(FIR), staternents of 20 witnesses and
the post-mortem report found Azam
Reza guilty.

The IO quoting the post-mortem
report said cerebral failure resulted
from head injury caused the death,
whichwashomicidalin nature.

The court framed charge against
Reza on August 16 last year and the
trial of the case began on September
16 the same year with the depesition
of Lusil Sadekin, the complainant of
the case.

Advocates Khan Saifur Rahman
and Abu Hanif appeared for the
accused while Advocate Ruhul Amin
appeared for the state.

3 cops closed
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Bangladesh Chhatra Leage and
Bangladesh Chhatra Front yester-
day brought out a procession on the
campus supporting the demands of
thestudents.

Students' meetings with Vice
Chancellor SMA Faiz at his office
could not reach any agreement till
4:00pm.

The VC, however, told reporters
that the authorities settled the
matter through meetings with the
studentsand police.

Meanwhlie, some students
aggrieved at the news item pub-
lished on a few dailies, yesterday
assaulted eightjournalists including
two phatographers in front of VC's
office.

VC SMA Faiz assured the journal-

_lsts of taking actions against the

attackers.

Three policemen -- Shohag,
Muktadir and Majid who were on
dury on the campus Sunday roared
with laughter at a female student
when a mentally disturbed man
pulled her scarf,

The three assaulted her and a
male student of the same depart-
ment when they protested.

Reckitt factory
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crore, fire brigade sources said.

The origin of the fire could not
immediately be ascertained, fire
brigadesourcesadded.

The fire broke out inside the
factory at around 3am. On receipt of
the information, fire brigade per-
sonnel rushed to thespot and fought
the blaze for three hours, bringing it
under control at around 6am.

One fireman received minor
burn injuries during the operation,
fire brigade sources said.

Reckitt Benckiser Security
Officer Zahir Uddin said the fire
originated after a coil drier machine
over heated, causing a fire that
spreadinside the factory premises.

Police said that personnel man-
ager of the factory, Mobarak
Hossain, informed them of the fire
after it was brought under control at
approximately 6am. They then
rushed to the factory to inspect the
damage resulting from the blaze.

Quoting factory sources, police
said the property damage caused by
the fire would be approximately Tk 1
crore,

Members of the press who
rushed to the spot to cover the inci-
dent were prevented from entering
the factory premises by factory

officials, who said t t;;ilﬁh'lﬂ!:.‘x

would be allowed to enter uniil the '
arrival of the factory's managing
director.

Suspected
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Shafiqullah said he was introduced
toJoynalinanIslamic function three
to four months ago. He said that he
came to Bogra to visit the archaeo-
logical site at Mahasthan Garh.
Joynal's wife Monwara Begum said
Shafiqullah teaches Arabic to her
children. He came to their house at
9:00pm on Sunday, she added.
"Shafiqullah might have a link to
the Saturday's bomb attacks. He
might have brought the explosives
to carry out further attacks in
future,” said a top police official
seeking not to be named.

JS body
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Minister Moudud Ahmed are mem-
bers ofthe committee.

Sources said Awami League
members sought protection from
the House claiming that arrests of
lawmakers and search of their resi-
dences without warrant during the
Operation Clean Heart had violated
their privileges, Opposition Chief
Whip Abdus Shahid and Whip Mirza
Azam also raised the issue of viola-
tion of their constitutional rights by
certain atrocities committed by law
enforcers during hartals.

AL lawmaker Talukdar Abdul
Khaleq complained law enforcers
had violated his privileges by arrest-
ing him without any warrant during
the operation and by not providing
himdivision whilein prison.

AL lawmaker Shawkat Ali alleged
law enforcers had arrested him
without any specific charge in viola-
tion of his privileges.

In a notice, BNP lawmaker Nurul
Islam Moni alleged after the 2001
general elections a Jatiya Party
leader, who is also a lawmaker,
threatened him with death and thus
violated his privilege.

BNP lawmaker Abu Hena also
raised an issue of privilege violation
byapress report.

Outlaws kill 2
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in-law Nasimof the matter,

On the day of the incidence,
Nasim was at Bablu's house in
village Chithulia.

Family sources said some 10
armed JGB cadres stormed Bablu's
house and called him out at about
11:00pm. As Bablu got ont, they
caught him. After having him knelt
down on the ground they chopped
him indiscriminately. Meanwhile, as
Nasim tried to save his son-in-law,
the outlaws pounced on him as well
and hacked him.

Critically injured Bablu and
Nasim were taken to Kushtia
General Hospital where doctors
declared them dead at about
G:00arm.

NEWS
US forces inside Iran to

pick sites for air strikes
Reports New Yorker

AFP, Washington

Teams of US commandos have been
operating inside Iran since last
summer, selecting suspected weap-
ons sites for possible air strikes, The
New Yorker reported yesterday.

The magazine's award-winning
reporter Seymour Hersh, who last
year exposed the extent of prisoner
abuse at Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq,
wrote that he was repeatedly told by
US intelligence and military sources
that "the next strategic target was
Iran."

President George W. Bush has
signed a series of orders authorizing
commando groups to conduct
covert operations against suspected
terrorist targets in as many as ten
nations in the Middle East and
South Asia, the NewYorker said.

The Bush administration has
been conducting secret spying
missions inside [ran at least since
mid-2004, gathering intelligence on
declared and suspected nuclear,
chemical and missile sites, it said.

"The goal is to identify and iso-
late three dozen, and perhaps more,
such targets that could be destroyed
by precision strikes and short-term
commando raids," Hersh wrote.

"“This is a war against terrorism,
and Iraq is just one campaign,” a
former high-level government
intelligence official told the maga-
zine,

"The Bush administration is
looking at this as a huge war zone.
Next, we're going to have the Iranian
campaign. We've declared war and
the bad guys, wherever they are, are

the enemy,” the official said.

A top government consultant
with close ties to the Pentagon told
the magazine that Pentagon civil-
ians -- especially Secretary of
Defense Donald Rumsfeld and his
deputy Paul Wolfowitz -- "want to go
into Iran and destroy as much of the
militaryinfrastructure aspossible.”

Rumsfeld and Wolfowitz believe
that [ran's clerical regime could not
withstand a military blow and would
collapse, the magazine reports.

International allies are helping
the Pentagon with its Iran plans,
according to the magazine. Israeli
consultants are helping develop
potential weapons targets inside
Iran. Pakistan is also involved.

Pakistani scientists are providing
information to an American task
force thatis penetrating eastern [ran
searching for underground nuclear
installations, the magazine said.

In return, Pakistani President
Pervez Musharraf has received
guarantees that he will not have to
hand over disgraced nuclear scien-
tist Abdul Qadeer Khan to interna-
tionalauthoritiesfor questioning,

Khan, the architect of Pakistan's
nuclear programme, in February
took responsibility for transfers of
nuclear technology to Iran, Libya
and North Korea.

The NewYorker article went on to
describe how the Bush White House
has solidified control over US intelli-
gence operations and how the
Pentagon has finagled new powers
to conduct covert operations with-
out oversight from the US Congress
orinvolvementby the CIA.

Four top outlaws
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accused in several cases mc!udmg
five formurder.

Our Kushtia correspondent
reports: Delwar Hossain Dulal alias
Dayal, 38, regional leader of Gono
Mulkti Fouz (GMF) and Sirajul Islam
alias Tu, 30, commander (arms) of
outlawed Jashod Gono Bahini (JGB)
died reportedly in a shootout with
Rab (Rapid Action Battalion) and
police in Kushtia early yesterday.

A Rab-6 team arrested Dayal at
'J]ll:l e Rga#ﬁggl in sadar upazila at

| on Sunday, said Rab
sources. [swardi police arrested
Sirajul Islam at Blackpara area of
Iswardi municipality area the same
day and handed him over to Kushtia
police.

Both the arrestees were taken
into the custody of a joint team of
police and Rab in Kushtia town.
During the interrogation, the two
admitted to possessing firearms
hidden at various locations
throughout Kushtia.

Following the leads, Rab-6 men
with a contingent of police left for
village Bahadurpur in Bheramara
upazila of Kushtia to recover the
firearms at about 4:00am. When
theyreached Bakapularea, a band of
outlawed operatives fired on them
resultingin anhour-long gunfight.

The law enforcers said Dayal and
Ilu while trying to escape from the
police van got caught in crossfire
and died onthespot.

The law enforcers retrieved two
LG guns and 30 rounds of ammuni-
tion from thespot.

Police said Dayal stood accused
in 14 cases including seven for
murder and [u in 11 cases including
sixfor murder cases.

Our Rajshahi correspondent
adds: Lal Potaka, a top leader of
outlawed Purbo Banglar
Communist Party (PBCP M-L), was
killed in 'crossfire' between police

and his followers in Durgapur
upazila of Rajshahi in the eatly
hours Monday.

Rajshahi DB police arrested the
PBCP publicity secretary for inter-
national affairs Muhammad Shafi
Sarkar on Sunday shortly after he
was released on bail.

Ramna police arrested Shafi and
Ali Tareq from Aziz Cooperative
marketin Dhaka onMay 22 last year.
He had been interrogated in the
jointinterrogation cell and admitted

his involvement in a number of.

murders.

A police press release claimed
Shafi, also known as Internet Shafi,
was accused in a dozen of cases
including four for murder. ;

Following information obtained
from him under interrogation, a
police team led by Assistant
Superintendent of Police Alamgir
Kabir took him to Aroil village in
Durgapur toretrieve arms.

On the way at Raghunathpur,
Shafi's accomplices ambushed the
police team at around 4:00am.Police
refurned fire that escalated into a
shootout that left Shafi dead on the
spot.

Police recovered a locally-made
gun and three bullets from the
scene.

Sources in Rajshahi Central Jail
said three plainclothes policemen
were seen handling papers of Shafi's
bail before he was freed at around
L:00am on Sunday:

Meanwhile, Rapid Action
Battalion in Rajshahi exchanged
gunfire with 'criminals’ at Sujan
Palsa village in Bagmara upazila
here yesterday afternoon leaving
oneinjured.

The injured, Abdus Samad, is a
charge sheeted accused in
Subhodanga Union Parishad chair-
man Golam Rabbani murder case,
Rab said.

616 gas field fire
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his Secretairat office yesterday, the
minister expressed grave concern at
the massive economic and environ-
mental losses due to the fire caused
b}r the January 8 blast in a drilling

Nzko had declared a 'red alert
within a one-square-kilometre area
around the gas field and asked
villagers to leave their homes for
safer places in the wake of fire. If the
red alert continues, the company
will give further compensation, a
Niko official said.

Locals have demanded compen-
sation for people within a three-
square-kilometre area as they also
had to leave their houses, and Niko
authorities are now considering the
matter, Kolim Uddin said.

Meanwhile, Niko on Sunday
started preliminary work for drilling
a relief well at a site about 300 feet
away from the exploded well.

Sources said Niko's move to
bring a huge rig now lying in
Chittagong has failed and it is look-
ing for otheroptions.

In the capital, Tariqul Islam
demanded adequate compensation
for the damages at Tengratila when
two Niko officials met him at his
office,

The minister blasted the Niko
officials for not bringing with them
the Canadian experts now in
Bangladesh. Niko's local President
Kashem Sharif and Advisor Gazi
Nuruzzaman Babul met him.

State Minister for Environment
Jafrul [slam Chowdhury, Director
General (DG) of the Department of

- [

Environment Khan M Ibrahim and
high officials were present at the
meeting,

About the compensation of Tk 5,
000 a family, meeting sources
quoted Tariqul Islam as saying, " It
seems you (Niko) are giving alms.
You should enhance the amount
immediately."

Turning to the losses, the minis-
ter said the fire seriously affected a
large number of people in Tengratila
and its adjoining areas, and dam-
aged the environment, erops, fishes
and trees.

A committee headed by DG
Ibrahim has already visited the spot
and is now preparing a preliminary
report on the losses, he said at the
meeting,

Niko officials said the company
hasalready taken steps to extinguish
the blaze and repair the damaged
drilling well. They also assured
assistance in rehabilitating the
affected people.

The officials claimed that acci-
dents may occur in a gas field any
time, but denied any negligence on
the part of Niko at Tenratila.

Tariqul blamed Niko for not
taking adequate safety measures to
prepare for an explosion and
pointed out that an extra rigis yet to
reach the spot for 'directional drill-
ing' to putoffthe blaze.

Sources at the environment
ministry said the committee formed
to assess the environmental impact
and losses is likely to submit its
report within the next couple of
days. The team comprises experts
and officials of the ministry.

WB MD
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during his talk with the prime minis-
ter.

The WB officials at the meeting
noted that remarkable progress has
been made in the domesticresource
mobilisation and investment
opportunities have improved in the
country.

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman, ERD Secretary Mirza
Tasadduk Hossain Beg, Secretary to
the Prime Minister Khandakar
Shahidul Islam and Country
Director of theWorld Bank Christine
IWallich were present.

The prime minister sought con-
tinued support of the World Bank to
different priority sectors including
education, girls' education, agricul-
ture, power and energy.

Shengman said Bangladesh had
made significant progress in many
areas but could not uphold the
successes for lack of better projec-
tionin the media.

The WB executive mentioned the
assistance given by the multilateral
funding agency to different sectors,
including agriculture, power and
ene 3
He said the WB is the best friend
and partner in development and
that its role will be to help
Bangladesh achieve its develop-
mentgoals.

Gujrat train
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judge U.C. Bannerjee, who headed
the committee.

"Moreover the possibility of an
inflammable liquid having been
used is completely ruled out as there
was first a smell of burning, followed
by then smoke and flames thereaf-
ter," headded.

"On the basis of the available
evidence, the committee has found
it unbelievable that Kar Sevaks
(Hindu pilgrims) armed with
Trishuls (tridents) would allow to get
themselves burned without a mur-
mu-r. "

About 2,000 people, mostly
Muslims, died in rioting and bloody
reprisals after the train fire on
February 27,2002,

Railways Minister Laloo Prasad
Yaday, who came to office in May as
partofacoalition governmentled by
the Congress Party -- which won
support from Muslim voters -- setup
the committeein July.

It made at least two trips to the
Gujarat town of Godhra, where the
compartment caught fire. A Muslim
mob had previously been alleged to
have started the fire.

Gujarat's Hindu nationalist
administration has been accused by
several domesticand foreign human
rights groups of turning a blind eye
to the riots and in some cases help-
ingthe trouble-makers.

The previous Hindu nationalst
Bhartiya Janata Party-led federal
government was also seen as a
passive bystander to the riots.

Samples sent
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assistance in identifying the cause of
thedisease.

Till yesterday evening, 26 people
were identified to have symptoms
similar to those who died of the
disease in three villages --
Patkhaguri, Motora and Gullah.

"A good news is that those who
have been treated at Tangail Sadar
Hospital have improved signifi-
cantly. We are giving treatment on
the basis of international clinical
guidelines for treating such
unknown diseases,” said Rahman.

When asked, Civil Surgeon of
Tangail Dr Dewan Abdul Latif said,
"We are advising people to strictly
follow hygienic practices and avoid
sharing food and utensils to prevent
further spread of the disease. But
there is a rush of patients at the
outdoor wing of the sadar hospital
as simple fever is also triggering
panicaboutthe unknowndisease."

The first case of the disease was
detected at Tangail hespital on
January 6 and 11 people of the age
group of three to 60 years died till
January.

Experts mentioned that symp-
toms of the disease are similar to
Nipah and Hendra viral attacks in
Faridpur last year and in Meherpur
inthe previousyear.

Iraq attacks
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conflict between the two communi-
ties.

Iraqi interim Prime Minister [yad
Allawi and the US government have
insisted the polls should go ahead,
although they concede that some
areas may be too unsafe for voting to
take place.

The government says it is prepar-
ing a mnge of measures to protect
voting stations, including a possible
ban on traffic. Iraqgis in dangerous
areas will also be allowed to register
and vote on the same day, rather than
having to pre-register.

US troop levels will be at their
highest in Iraq over the election, at
around 150,000, American soldiers
are expected to form an outer line of
defense while Iraqi security forces
will guard polling stations.

. "We will provide broad area secu-
rity coverage, while the Iraqi military
and police provide security closer to
the polling sites and polling centers.
You won't see coalition forces at the
polling centers," the top US com-
mander in Iraq, General George
Casey, said inastatementyesterday.

"You will see Iraqi police primar-
ily, and those police will be sup-
ported by other [raqi police and
National Guard. So, it will essentially
be aring concept around the polling
centers."
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Poor legal system
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are so powerful that we are unable to
bring them to justice,” she said,
adding, "The Latin American coun-
tries haveim roved the situation by
revamping the legal and justice
systemn."

Regarding changes, she said,
"The office of the attorney general
can take an independent role and
the public prosecutors have to act
independently”. She also suggested
infra-structural development,
especially building shelter houses
forwomen and children.

In the discussion attended by
human rights workers from non-
government organisations, local

overnment representatives and
egal experts, the eminent human
ights activist also talked about her
experiences on the issue, role of the
UN, challenges for human rights
activists in the context of the US led
'war againstterrorism'.

Asma said some countries, espe-
cially the US, are redefining human
rights and related issues after the
September 11, 2001 incident.

"The [m situation following the
'illegal war' by the US has brought a
new CI'IEHEBE for human rights
activists who have to redefine issues
like arbitrary detention," shesaid.

On the roles of the UN and its
different components in upholding
humanrights, she said, "The organi-
sation works vs_g slowly. Besides,
there are political interventions in
the UN ... the US is very much influ-
ential there."

Eminent lawyers Dr Shahdeen
Malik and barrister Sara Hossain
also addressed the programme
moderated by Shireen Hug, senior
programme officer of DANIDA.

"Extra judicial killings by the
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) in
'crossfire’ have created a very bad
image of the country,”" said
Shahdeen Malik, adding that those
who do not believe in democracy are
usingsuch forces.

He called upon the government

Amin Bazar
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the Savar Police Station accusing
Hossain under the Explosives
Substances Act on January 12
Earller Savar police took Hossain
on athree-day remand.
Twelve people including saibal
Saha Partha were shown arrested in
the case before.

&
L
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toimmediately stop such 'organised
and regularkillings’.

Dr Malik said the Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT) peace accord has not
been implemented even after more
than seven years. Indigenous people
there may go for armed conflict
again if the government cantinues
der&ying their rights for years, he
said.

Sara Hossain lauded the role of
mediaand NGOsin bringing human
rights issues to the fore and said
public interest litigation has been
proved effective in bringing about
positiveresults,

After the general session, five
workshops were held on different
issues related to human rights and
governance,

Maleka Begum placed a ote
on 'Violence against Women' and
Monira Rahman of the Acid
Survivors Foundation and Dr
Ferdous Azim of the Nari Pakkha
wn;: p:m(iin discuss 4 miuns. DrShahnaz
Hudamoderatedthep g,

Professor Ahmed Kmna[mgrmnlzgde r-
ated another workshop on ‘Rights of
Marginalised People’ where Khushi*
Kabirand Dr Nafisur Rahman spoke,

In another workshop on 'Rights
of Children', Afsan Chowdhury of
Brac placed a keynofe and UM
Habibunnesa and Dr Nayla Khan
tookpart in discussions.

Suriya Haq of the Fulki moder-'
ated the workshop on 'Rights of
Working People in Formal and Non-
formal Areas' and Enayetullah
Khan, editor of the New Age, Shirin
Akhter of Kormojibi Nar, Sultan
Mahmud of the BILS and Pratima
Paul of the Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies held the
discussion.

Dr Shirin Sharmeen Chowdhury
placed a keynote on ‘Electoral
Rights' where Munira Khan of the
FEMA, Dr Nazmul Ahsan Kalimullah -
of Janipop, Roekya Kabir of the,
BNPS, AHM Noman of the CCHRB
and Sharmin Mursheed of the
Brotee took partin discussions.

BNP leader
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Upazila Health Complex. j
Two young men -- Abdur Bnhuu
Sumon and Mamun -- werearrested,
as suspects. They are activists of,
Purbo Banglar Communist Paﬂy
(Janajuddha) police said,

Dhaka Test nicely .
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» the hoie side after Nafees Tqbaland

Javed Omar batted for almost two
sessions and in the process broke
the first wicket partnership record
(91) that they set against the same
teamin Chittagong a weekago.

Nafees was unbeaten on 55 with
Javed (36) to thwart Zimbabwe's
hopes of squaring the series. The
pair rose to the need of the occasion,
which demanded extreme patience
and they showed plenty of that after
Tatenda Taibu did it for the visitors
with amasterful 153.

After completing his maiden Test
ton, the Zimbabwe captain used as
many as eight bowlers to break the
partnership but it was hard work
without any success on a pitch that
mystifiedall and sundry.

Taibu decided to employ a heavy
roller after Zimbabwe closed their
second innings on 286 shortly after
thelunchbreak.

But his wish to exploit the big
cracks never came as they suddenly
disappeared after being rolled and it
]ltemﬁy turned into a first day pitch

much to the surprise of the experts,

who predicted the Dhaka wicket
would be a batsman's graveyard in
thelatterstages.

Although the wicket might have
been a factor, but there was no
denying the temperament and
application shown by the two

L

uMafees is known f-nw::s—
sive instincts and he t seven |

boundaries, but none were scored '
from risky shots.

Javed once again showed how
boring batting could be with his 187-
ball 36, Dropped while on five in the
slip by Hamilton Masakadza and
survived a confident Ibw appeal
from first innings destroyer Douglas
Hondo, the experlenced right-
hander hit two fours in his chancy
yetvital undefeated knock.

But the hosts still face a tall task
on the final day when Nafees and
Javed start afresh.

Earlier, Taibu, who missed out on
his hundred in the first Test at
Chittagong by eight runs and ran out
of partners in the first innings while
batting on 85, finally reached the
magical three-fguremark,

Resuming the day on B1 with
Zimbabwe 203-6, the wicketkeeper-
batsman hit two sixes and 19 fours
hefumbelngnhalanmnnum, '

Fittingly, young left-anm 5pi;
Enamul Haque dismissad.
Zimbabe captain; who Was el
at mid-on while: tlytng to clear e’
in-fled cirele, 1,;

It gave: Ennmul hjs second fivees
wicket haul in the Eﬁmh after m'.‘::
amazing 7-95 in the first innings. He- |
is now the only Bangladeshi bowler |
to take ten wickets ina Test. The 18- |

Bangladesh openers, who for a  year-oldfinishedwith 12-200.
change, played within themselves *  Thewonderboyalso tookhisfirst
and were not intimidated by the fact ~ five wickets in the second innings of
that theywerechasinga higtotal. theopeningTestat Chittagong.
FROM PAGE1 sourcessaid.

The Cabinet Division on Sunday Such decisions including the one
sent the ACC proposal to the estab-  regarding the appointment of Bac
lishment ministry for approval. The  pjrector General MA Matin as DG
ministry will send a summary ofthe  3nd Secretary of the ACC raised

proposal today to the prime minis-
ter for her approval, commission
sourcessaid.

Any appointment, transfer or
withdrawal of an official of the rank
of joint secretary needs the prime
minister's approval. Sources said
the establishment ministry can
decide about the withdrawal of
Hannan Mridha as his rank is below
therank ofajoint secretary.

Barlier, the commission at a
meeting on Saturday took the deci-
sion to send the letter seeking with-
drawal of the five officials.
Commission Chairman Justice
Sultan Hossain Khan chaired the
meeting attended by the two com-
missioners.

The meeting discussed the prob-
lems the commission s facing now
and decided to hold a daily meeting
foritssmooth functioning.

Since the formation of the
anticorruption watchdog on
November 21 last year, it failed to
function effectively due to conflicts
among its members and confusion
among the Bac staff over their job
status. Bac was dissolved on forma-
tionofthe ACC.

The commission alse faced
complexities in taking decisions,
which were influenced by a group of
Bac officials violating the ACC Aat,

controversies.

The ACC created another contro-
versy by forming two committees for
screening the Bac staff before for-
mulating necessary rules and an
OTERNOEIAM.

Besides, the commission raised
debate by issuing letters to 13 secre-
taries asking them to provide infor-
mation on the whereabouts of 1,028
motor vehicles,

Meanwhile, following the
January 3 government notification,
a group of ex-Bac officials stopped
working with the ACC while another
group continued to work as they did
not get any official order in this
regard.

Sources said ex-Bac Director
(Admin) Hannan Mridha who was
brought to the Bac on deputation
believes only army authorities can
decide about his fate. He has ques-
tioned the governmentorder declar-
ing him as reserved employee.

Talking to journalists he said on
several occasions that he did not
receive such government order and
he would continue working at the
directive of the ACC chairman,

Commission sources said such
an open challenge against the gov-
ermnment order has created a chaotic |
situationatthe ACC.
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