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STATE OF THE RELIGIOUS MINORITIES: INTERVIEW WITH ASMA JEHANGIR

Declaring Ahmadiyyas non-Muslim in Pakistan has serious repurcussion on civil liberty

The famous Pakistani human rights lawyer and UN
Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion and Belief,
Asma Jehangir, during her recent visit o Dhaka, was
interviewed by Inam Ahmed and Ashfaq Wares Khan
of The Daily Star on the state of the religious minorities,
specially Ahmadiyyas vis-a-vis human rights. The

exerpts follow:

The Daily Star (DS): What is your
assessment about the situation of
theAhmadiyyas in Bangladesh?

Asma Jehangir (Al): Since free-
dom of religion is my UN man-
date, when [ came here and
shared my observations with the
government and the government
sent me a reply saying that there
are no forms of repression
against any religious minorities
here and the freedom of religion
is ensured by the Bangladesh
constitution.
~ But this time, T am here in my
individual capacity, so I am not at
liberty to make any comments or
observations,
~DS: How did Pakistan deal with
therepressian of Ahmadiyyas?

Al: In Pakistan, the issue was
used by religious parties to use the
emotion of the people to enrage
them and build new constituen-,
cies. It became the foothold for
the religious parties to gain entry
into parliament and government
institutions.

DS: Howdid it unfold?

Al: During the rule of President
Zia-ul Haq, the military dictator, in
1984 Ordinance 20 was passed, for
which the penal code was
amended so any Ahmadiyyas who
pretend to be a Muslim would be
punished. For example, we had a
number of what came to be known
as "Assalamalaikum Cases” where
Ahmadiyyas would be arrested for
greeting another Pakistani by
saying Assalamalaikum. The
arrests ran into hundreds, if not
thousands.

.+ There were numerous cases like
this, where Ahmadiyyas were not
allowed to recite the Kalimas, they
were not allowed to call their
places. of worship as Mosques:
When it came to getting passports,
members of the Ahmadiyya com-
munity had to sign a document
declaring themselves as non-
Muslims and their religion as a
fake one. Everybody signed, of
course, but the ones who refused

to signwere arrested, The situation
really degraded Ahmadiyyas in the
society, and members of the com-
munitykeptleaving the country.

DS: What really made the sittia-
tion so degrading for the
Ahmadiyyas?

AJ: The situation kept worsen-
ing, and it really became deroga-
tory for the Ahmadiyyas, when
government high officials, and
even politicians were dubbed as
Ahmadiyyas to harass them politi-
cally and socially. When the cur-
rent Prime Minister of Pakistan
Shaukat Aziz was called an
Ahmadiyya he had to make a
public announcement saying he is
not one but a Muslim. The previ-
ous Chief Justice had to go to a
Mosque and denounce his father
whowasanAhmadiyya.

When such high officials go out
in public and denounce
Ahmadiyyas, it is quite derogatory
for the members of the Ahmediyya
community. Such an attitude
extended itself to institutions and
hostility grew there, they became
untouchables and still are. Bt

DS: What is the current state of
the Ahmadiyyasin Pakistan?

AJ: Well, as I said they are still
treated as untouchables, people
do not want to marry their chil-
dren into Ahmadiyya families,
there are widespread discrimina-
tions against them in the work-
place. They are boxed in to their
own isolated communities, in
their own 'ghettos’,

But now, a very strong demand
is out there in Pakistan to
announce the Zikris non-Muslims
and recently they have also turned
against the Aga Khan community
and. are, demanding that they be
denounced as non-Muslimsypicdeil

DS: You have saicl in other
forums that the civil society in
Pakistan did notdo enough and are
not doing enough rto prevent these
atrocities against the Ahmadiyya
community. Butwas the repression
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under Zia's regime so severe that
perhaps the civil society could not
doanything?

AJ: No, that is not the case, The

movement against Zia-ul Haq was
verystrong, and notjust bywomen
who were fighting for their rights,
but lawyers and journalists were
being flogged for taking to the
streets. But when it came to pro-
testing against the minority
repression, especially the
Ahmadiyyas, there was an eerie
and awkward silence. And I believe
thecivil society failed.
" DS Why would the religious
parties turn their focus to labelling
groups 'as non-Muslims, what did
theystand togain?

AJ: Itwas a very, very good polit-
ical gimmick for the religious
parties in Pakistan. They wanted
to make it an issue to show to the
people that they have power and
they can make the government do
it. More importantly, they wanted
to create new constituencies by
fomenting these claims of non-
Muslims and enraging the general
people.

DS: Do you see any parallels o
what has been happening in Ban-
qfadesh? 7

Al Sthee’ I'am not Kere'in my
capaclﬂr a4 'the 'UN Rappoteur. |
can't really say much about it
Otherwise, people here are aware
of what has been happening
through the media, I personally do
not know what has been happen-
ingin Bangladesh.

My UN report on religious
freedoms here came out in Octo-
berlast year and its a public report
available on thewebsite.

DS: Hotw can we in Banglades
protect religious freedoms?

AJ: Guarantees by the govern
ment to protect their freedom-
should be put in place. The free-
dom to practice and manifesta
tions of their belief should be
practiced as long as one group
does not take away the rights from
anyone else.

DS: How do you see the situarion
inSouthAsia?

" AJ: It was always sad for me
when [ got reports from South
Asia. Forcountriessuch as Bhutan
and Maldives, it was hard to figure
out what's happening since the
societies were so closed. But
overall the patterns are similar,

custodial deaths, 'crossfire’
encounters, no pmper inquiries
and soon.

The governments, all stand up
to defend these measures without
investigations or without trials. In
that case, what is the point of the
judiciary? They were put there to
make those inquiries and to hold
trials. Even the person who is
accused of being the worst crimi-
nal deservesatrial.

We have to change the entire
legal system in South Asia. The
conflict of interest in the attorney-
general representing both the
state and the government must be
changed.

While independent public
prosecutors should be properly
trained and independent prosecu-
tors must be trained and put into
operation at every tier of the judi-
ciary.

Specialised independent inves-
tigating agencies should be intro-
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duced as the nature of crime is
changingand thatiswhy the intro-
duction of modern technology in
forensies is vital. Sealing crime
gites off limits, modernisation of
the process, and overall send the
message out that you cannot lie in
court.

DS: How is that change possible,
who do you think should make that
change? Are not lawyers and
judges open to corruption and
political inclinations?

AJ: Simply, it cannot be done

only by the lawyers, but the effort
also has to come from the political
parties. People have to be com-
mitted to the law where the sepa-
ration of judiciary and the rules of
appointment of judges are key and
very important.

DS: In Bangladesh, there is a big
move to separate the judiciary from
the legislature, what are your
thoughts on that? Do you think it
canreallybring about change?

AJ: Itis not going to work piece-
meal, but has to take place holisti-

cally. It is not going to work if you
have an extra-legal government
which throws the constitution into
the dustbin.

But the package has to be put
together piece by pieces and in

here is a transitional one, and it
started off at the same time as
the transitional democracies in
Nepal and Pakistan between the
years 1988 and 1991. However,
look what has happened there,

phases. their democracies have been
DS: What do you think about the  reversed while yours still exist.
civilsociety here in Bangladesh? What [ say is to strengthen that

AJ: I think it is a much more
vibrant civil society here than
the one we have in Pakistan. You
are lucky you do not have the
military here. But democracy

democracy through independ-
ent judiciary, effective parlia-
ment, free media and a vibrant
civil society. You cannot let
democracy stagnate.

MRANGS.

i edirea froven ¢ IR anrafort

. : WHI
manm®af@‘-¢ﬁf% s 90,00

\

)

D0,

r

0 = #fem 55 o Gperyfen- e

i 28 fifee AW 30,000/ B (w15 FT0dT e afew)

e U Size | Model |Price

0 w1 weea 6 fafsy oo -vae erTacs 18,690/~

FesD 198 xmet e/t | Bt inelaas " faj00s.

T o8 (51) TR WAt | - :

RC-2188 11,990/-

%mmﬂ‘: Bl RC-2108 12,290/
: e 21*|RC-2107 12,490/-

ELRRe TRILE e D o RC-2112F (Flaf) | 14,690/~

eI 1 epr emfie cife-a fem RC-2111F (Flat).| 14,990/~

EIES | 1 25" | RC-2509 17,490/~

TR t,000 DT HICH TRA 29" RC-2909F (Flat)| 24,990/ |

S 20 U1 W S B Fom e Ca0. 2%

W (UTE AYI!
IR FE AR ST ATl A MR ANGS. @ Grd R

Q A Aedl IR SONY PVNWIEEN -9 596 @ @y

(TR L P SR SRR T

@AHUL M GERTE Y- Q@ R

G6AQ
@512

o

TOSHIBAY

OI5-3A%31] H TITSA16,

Rosd: 8617547, Kalshag

/ﬁRANGS INDUSTHIES I.TD

23423,
bart: 7412422, 8 154054, a2 0171

D176-IaA688, OUSRBEEATA | Thakus

Q171-#esT08,

1901152 Ch

n.lmu 17-060375, Comilia 08185990, Couripur; 011-064023, Lakshas: (171-1073151, Chandar; DI41-85820, Marskoga: 53573

85070, Dhairad B Baria; 0171111520, Ashugani: 0171820430, Syfhet: 0RI1.T1479), Taftola - Bybret © 0171391008, Boanibatsr 01 B8 1979, Chatiaks 0771
G171-244071, roiganf; 017562125, Ulapara: O731-56211, Pabna: GT21-6A387, Isharwards: 0171251012, Matars : G771-62174, Rajshab: O721.775236, Chapal Nawabgary. 711-
2077, Barisat: 63650, Bhota: O171-G44141 Patuskhali: 044153712, Jhalakati 53518,

ga: OTH1-LITE2. Mah

llmnm?r Ehikhat: 1811 734, Gulshan WT?’T! Badda; 0171-525407, Tejgacn: BAS0HTS 109, Mafbagh: E125086
T 0172 -S540,

> 0850 1-5 1400 Shamod 1 1131340, Irahimaur

T BI088, Farkdpur: S05a

T 2510, Khabra -Oid: 041-7311 34, Khwilna - Waw: 241813450, wi n
Rangunia

13180800040, Tehpars-Cos'sbaser 3771

=l

GP-National

GP-Regular

EASY Pra-Palid

GP-National 1 4,

o008

GP-Regular

sy Goldi

by i [ =10} MY L 11 Ty i
[UE AME . d "

8 m i

EASYPre-Pald
Gp-uaﬂnnal

010 -

g [ ]

P> oy N

= 2 B< | 2

8 59 “ 13 2

8 2 - g 8

2 2 2 3 E
n 4905 5100 ™5200 w5250 15550 w5950 6,150
™ 5380 15575 m™5675 w5725 ™6025 6425 16,625

1 6,530 T 8 725 6,825 ™ 6 875 ™ 7,175 ™ 7,575 L 7 775

Tk 6225 _ rx_{_-}_._ﬂﬂt] T ? 075 n.7175 Tk ? 225 ™ 7 525 T 7 925 e B 125
™7,095 m7750 7,945 18,045 1 _319.5!.5.. : “~ 8, 395 _.!!__B_L?ﬂﬁ_____?!-.ﬁggg.ﬁ.,_
™ 7,495 ™ 8,150 1*-.9;?%‘.‘?---&?.-%‘_‘?_..__‘1-_3_',4._9:‘{-.__,1'5_*_3 795 ™ 9,195 ™ 9,395

e

=
ﬂ?GrameenPhone

S S
o o
S S =
! = |
e 2
S S S \::-;’ 2
[« ] [=] ~— et v
= BT > e O
n 6250 w6350 6450 16,550 n 6,650
™6725 m6825 ™6925 mn7025 w7125
™ 7,875 w7, 975 ™ 8, 0?5 T 8, 175 e 8,275
™ 8, 225 ™ 8, 325 T B, 425 11- 8 525 ™. 8,625
79095 m™9195 19295 19395 w9495
9495 w9595 ™9695 w9795 19,895

-
g = A 2
O D=
= 3 a =
b= . 5
ks 4 5 15
=3 o 2 i
n. 6,749 7,550  m7550 8,050 “-,3?“2_.159550 10,250 m
T 7,224 . _____‘___11.9025 ™ 8,025 'nu.8525 ______n91_7_5_‘_____1}‘1{}025 o m 10,725
™ 8,374 naa'-'s m 8,175 ™ 9,175 11-.9375 ™ 10325 ™ 11,175 ™ 12375
™ 8,724 ™.8,725 18,725 19,225 ™ 9,525 ™ 9, 525 ™ 10,025 10,675 ™ 11,525 ™ 12,725
r_ 9594 19595 19595 m10,095 1w 10,195 1 10,395 ™ 10,395 1 10,895 _ n 11,545 n 12,395 = 13,095 1 13,595
19994 79995 19985 n10495 n10595 n 10795 m 10795 11,205  n 11,945 m 12795 . 13,995

: Stock Lilpiled
- )

" ny



