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Splurging on government
'vehicles
Accountability at the lowest ebb

F late, misuse of government vehicles in utter

disregard of the rules has been in the news. But

recent reports, particularly in The Daily Star, have
revealed a deeper malaise in the system of accountability,
ormore precisely, in the system of non-accountability.

" Not only has the Establishment Ministry not submitted
report as asked for by the Standing Committee on the mis-
use of almost 4000 public transports and their present
status, our very in-depth report also reveals that many of
these vehicles are where they do not belong, being used by
those thatare notauthorised todoso.

The moot point is why these vehicles, most of which
were purchased at very high costs have not been deposited
to the government transport pool after completion of the
projects they were attached to? And this is what begs the
more fundamental question, which is, did we need to buy
these luxurious and highly expensive vehicles in the name
of development and poverty alleviation? The ostensible
reason for purchase of these vehicles is for making field
visits, which to our mind can be just as efficiently performed
with less expensive, less luxurious but sturdier vehicles.

_ Useofplushvehicles for development projectsis not only
incongruous in concept it also betrays insincerity and lack
of commitment on the part of the platiiers and officials
towards thestated goals of developmentin the country.

The other corollary to the issue is, if the costs of these
vehicles are defrayed from our development funds, most
of which are received as loans, why is it that our develop-
ment partners go along with such wasteful purchases? The
whole question, we must add, revolves around the attitude
towards development policyand planning.

Such luxury vehicles naturally attract attention of the
high ups. It seems to us that these vehicles are brought not
somuch as to make field visits but to serve the needs of the
top brasses.

It must be stressed that not only should the missing.
vehicles be accounted for, purchase of luxury transports

onthe pleaofdevelopmentshould ceaseforthwith.

mNamshmg trick with tickets

FWhere:;srhestrategy tostemit?

OMEBOUND people find themselves in great
difficulty when scrambling for bus, train or
launch tickets before any major festival. Most of
_.them are fleeced by the black marketeering and swindlin g
*iot who take control of ticket sales whenever there is
~heavy mshofpassengers
This year's prelude’to. Eid-ul-Azha is no cxccptlon.
though it was expected miretsomet}ilng of that, in view of
the government's stronger grip of the law and order situa-
tion as perceived in certain circles. People are standing in
excruciating long queues for advance tickets, but only to
be told in the end that all the tickets had been sold. The
railway authorities had decided to sell not more than four
tickets to one individual as a possible way of countering
black marketing, but it seems the move has not paid any
dividend. The least said about the buses and launches, the
better. As it always happened in the past, the disap-
pointed people have to buy passage in the black market
i | payingalot more than the normal fare.

It is evident that the passengers are cheated in a
planned way by the bus and launch owners and the rail-
way staff. Unfortunately, the authorities concerned have
failed to find a way out of this mire. Let's face it: as the
demand for tickets far exceeds the carrying capacity of dif-
ferent modes of transport, it creates an opportunity for foul-
play by the devious elements. What is hard to comprehend
though, is why the decision-makers fail to foresee the prob-
lemand arrange for an adequate number of trains, buses or
launches to meet the contingency. We hear about some
additional trains or steamers being introduced during festi-
vals, but as the situation suggests the extra arrangements
dolittletolessen the passengers' woes.

'_‘"‘"&

and order before and during the holy festival. Deployment
of Rab personnel inbusand launch terminals does indi-
cate that law and order is high on the government's
agenda. But the presence of the law enforcers is not
enough for the people desperately looking for tickets. The
relevant authorities should stringently enforce laws

pressing more trains and buses into service keeping in
view the huge rush of Eid- time passengers.

The government seems determined to maintain law

against black marketing of tickets while at the same time
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Happy birthday to JU ¥

AHANGIRNAGAR University
(JU) started its functions on 12
January 1971. It was estab-
lished as a purely residential
university -- the only one such in
the country -- and its syllabus
initially aimed to be comprised of
only science-based subjects. Later
on, arts and other subjects paved

‘their ways to the spectrum. Since

it's a residential university where
students and teachers are required
to live in the campus, its size con-
tinues to remain small. Quite
obviously, lack of infrastructural
facilities stood in the way towards
expansion. [ remember that dur-
ing the period 1971 to 1996, JU
received only Tk. 40 crore or so as
developmental allocation. During
our time in administration during
1996-2001 -- thanks to the earlier
government -- we managed to bag
home Tk44 crores withinaspan of
just five years! Any way, small
though, U is a beautiful campus --
one of the few I have ever come

China -South Asia economic interaction can be of

" across at home and abroad. Its

lakes and landscape lure birds to
fly from faraway northern coun-
tries especially in winter when also
a lot of visitors come to watch
them. The university has one open
stage or mukta moncha -- also the
only one such in Bangladesh. It is
located 30 kms north of Dhaka city,
I have been teaching there since
1975,

The university is governed by

to follow suit. Thus for time to
come, my name could be associ-
ated with the university day that I
started. And [ firmly believe that
every VO should do something
which would go a long way to
uphold the image of the university.
Second, I thought that every year
on this particular day of 12 Janu-
ary, the 'old’ and the 'new' should
get together to glean the growth of
their campus and if possible, help

tain the continuity of the festival.
This year on 12 January, the pres-
ent administration successfully
managed the celebration. Ex-
teachers and VCs were honoured
with crests for their contributions,
students and teachers exchanged
their sweet and sour memories
and the whole campus assumed a
look of a different kind. I am proud
that the plant I planted as aVC has
tended to grow as a tree in subse-

teacher, [ feel frustrated and furi-
ous too. On the university day, one
of our promises could be to get rid
of the session jam that grips many
of the departments of JU.

One needs to recall one of the
earlier submissions that session
jam in academic institutions go to
mean low productivity of the
academic factors of production,
mainly teachers. When session
jams are alive, arguably, teachers

Ill could be proud of its many activities but the sordid session jam. In my departmant of economics, for enample
students who were to complete their masters in 2000 finished their examination in 2004! administration of JU would
pay heed to the critics ratherthan to those running after the cream. The sooner the realisation occurs, the better it is
for the image of the administration and the institution. JU could become one of the best and beautiful centers for
academic pursuit. For that to happen, the administration should devote its full attention in managing funds for its
expansion and development. Teachers and students together should rise on their toes to raise the image of the
university.

the university Act'73. When [ was
the elected Vice Chancellor (VC) of
the University (till the time | was
dethroned by invoking a clause
that dates back to two hundred
years), | decided to hold "univer-
sity day" or university "birth day"
on 12 January every year. There
were two motives behind the
decision. First and mostly per-
sonal reason was (o do something
which others did not do but could
perhaps encourage successive VCs

its development from different
corners. I recollect -- and I hope I
am right -- about 5000 persons
registered their names to display a
massive showdown on the first
ever university day.

Soon the day turned out to be
too popular and demanding to be
forgotten or demeaned. The year
before last, the administration
declined to celebrate the day and
teachers and students organised
on their private pursuit to main-
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great mutual benefits

ZAGLUL AHMED CHOWDHURY

forging and enhancing multi-

faceted cooperation with its
giant neighbour are enormous and
if exploited,
immense benefit for both sides. No
concrete ideas and steps were
taken before exactly in this direc-
tion even though nations of this
region felt that such interactions
with China could be extremely
fruitful. China, the largest country
in the world in terms of popula-
tion, is presently catching global
attention as an emerging eco-
nomic power. The politically
socialist country has adopted
innovative open economic
programmes and is assumingitself
as a Strong economic prowess in a
rather amazing speed by main-
taining a commendable steady
annual growth over the last several
years. The country is also open to
economic and other cooperation
withneighbours.

Being a vast country, some of its
provinces are close to South Asia
and central Chinese government
has encouraged these provinces to
forge closer cooperation with
South Asian nations under a
broader framework of Sino-South
Asia cooperation. Itis heartening to
note that following initial negli-
gence or lack of interest, two sides
are now coming closer with specific
measures 0 promoting coopera-
tion in economic, trade and busi-
ness, communications and other

S OUTH Asia's potentials for
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these can be of °

fields. A recent conference in
Kunming, capital of Yunan prov-
ince, termed as "China-South Asia
Business Forum® has shed ¢nough
lightin this area and the ball seems
to benow Brolling,

Yunan province, seen as
EChina's gateway with South East
and South Asia, had lunched the
"Kunming [nitiative" a few years
ago, but witheut much progress till
now. However, the idea has been

praised by all concerned parties -
and of late concrete steps are being

considered and discussed for

made any mark at all. However, an
overwhelming majority seems to
feel that there is no reason whatso-
ever for turning pessimistic about
the SAARC, whose progress howso-
ever small may be, is remarkable in
the given situation, Resource con-
straints and other factors including
major political differences at times
acted adversely for the forum. This
needs to be overcome. as. the
régional body is supposed to
‘launch fresh vigour after the com-
ing 13thsummit.

When the SAARC was launched

quent years. Hopefully the system
will continue to survive,

JU could be proud of its many
activities but the sordid session
jam. In my department of eco-
nomics, forexample, students who
were to complete their masters in
2000 finished their examination in
2004! That is not the end of the
prolonged pain. After eight
months of their examination, they
are still loitering on the corridors
crying for a quick result. As a

one hand reflected forum's eager-
ness to tackle critical issues inex;
tricably linked with economic
emancipation and protocol on
curbing terrorism, on the other,
underlined the willingness to
improve overall climate in the area
as far as possible, But it is the core
economic matters that will help
improve the socio-economic
conditions of the member, coun-
tries, particularly the le;scr devel-
aped ones, should now catch the
imagination of the SAARC leaders
in a far bigger way in their future
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are deemed to be dead and vice
versa, Universities are akin to
industries where inputs are given
for a stipulated level of output
during a certain period of time. If it
takes six years to produce a gradu-
ate that ought to take four years,
then definitely you need to be
censored or downsized on the
basis of marginal productivity
criteria. The private universities
are right on this line of reasoning
and that is perhaps why they are

SAARC to place its points of views

on different socio-economic issues
before the world body. The UN
agencies can also assist the SAARC
in many ways, ranging from finan-
cial to technical aspects. Itis neces-
sary that the regional bady should
derive maximum benefits -- diplo-
matic, financial and otherwise --
from the world body as well as from
other external sources in its quest
for further invigdrating and embol-
lishing'rthe SAARC whicht is 1nb
longer a nascent organisation. The
forum should establish and widen

SAARC should establish and widen its links with other effective regional forums and multinational bodies for cooper-
ation since the task before it is massive and it needs international support and assistance to carry out the planned
programmes. The SAARC on one hand must consolidate the gains and enhance cohesiveness among member nations
and on the other widen its international interactions. After all, image in the outside world for a forum like the SAARC
is important. SAARC needs to go ahead with its programmes and forge closer ties with nearby regions and interac-
tions with China can serve rightly in that direction.

multi-faceted Sino-South Asia
cooperation.

SAARC's ties with external
sources are important for its
progress and effectiveness. [tisin
the threshold Eof beginning its
course in the third decade. It was
launched in Dhaka in 1985 and it
is through the coming summit in
the Bangladesh capital, which is
now rescheduled for early
February following postpone-
ment because of a severe natural
disaster, Bthe assiduously nur-
tured regional forum enters a new
phase. The SAARC often comes in
for eriticlsm for the reason that it
has not succeeded in delivering
the expected results in twenty
years.

Then again there are cynics,
who believe that the forum has not

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Disaster forecasﬁng decisionwillsoonbe materialised.
My attenton has been drawn to a mMZaIﬂdul Haque
Daily Star Ernnt-page news repf:n Departmentof Language
captioned_“Flan fo link up w“l:.l Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural
global disaster forecasting system University
published on January 04, Dhaka-1207.

Asstated in the above report, an
inter-ministerial meeting has
decided to linkup the country with Appuintment of
global forecasting system on BGMEA a iministrator

natural disaster and include
Tsunami in its Comprehensive
Disaster Management Programme
(CDMP). The meeting also decided
0 buy equipment to quickly
respond to natural disasters like
earthquakes, Tsunami, and to start
rescue operations whenever

The news (DS 7.1.'05) that the
government appointed an
administrator to run the affairs of
the BGMEA, until the election of its
Executive Committee, has really
worried me. It has been said that the
government did this in pursuance of
a court's order though the press

necessary.

I welcome the above decision could not throw light on the
whichisappropriateand willensure  contents of the petition on which
safety of the people and properties  the court gave this order. The news
against natural disasters. item mentioned that the BGMEA

It is s.!n@}uLtly hoped that the . Executive Committee, though made

defendantin the case, didnot getthe
opportunity to defend itself and
that they did not even know about
the case and the proceedings in the
court.

The news item hinted that the
concerned quarters had expressed
the apprehension that it might be a
move from the side of the goven-
ment to control the upcoming
elections to the Executive Commit-
tee of the BGMEA to keep the pro-
apposition elements out of the
process.

The way things took place may
tend to induce people to suspect
that the whole situation had been
engineered and managed by the
government. It might have done
this purely on political consider-
ation at the cost of national interest.
I also feel that this undemocratic
action of the government would irk
the democratic nations of the West
which are the main buyers of the

products ofour garments industry.
Our appeal to the government

will be that it will refrain from this

type ofactivities prompted by sheer

political interest.

Md. Giash Uddin Pathan

Uttara Model Town

Dhaka

My window
Have you ever thought about what
viewa window can offer you? Grab a
chair and just sit for a while. My
window offers me the world,
Funny though, how canitbe mine?
I meanit doesn't bear my name or
there is no proof that the owner of
this huge glass pane with. brown
frame is me. [ don't even take care
of its well being like all my other
personal things.

My windaw---- I can see the
hilltop and beyond, | can see the
huge white cotton clouds from

in Dhaka through the first summit,
the most elderly Eleader, Sri
Lankan president late Junius
Jayewardene, cautioned that the
new forum faced manifold prob-
lems despite Epotentials but hoped
that it would go ahead weathering
many a storm, Nearly nineteen
years later, president Chandrika
Kumaratunga of the same island
state told the inaugural session of
the 12th SAARC summirt in
Islamabad that the regional group-
ing now needs to swing more into
effective action oriented welfare
Programimes.

The signing of agreement on
South Asian Free Trade Zone
(SAFTA) and stronger emphasis on
unremitting efforts for poverty
alleviation in world's one of the
worst poverty-ridden region on

programimes.

Expectedly, SAARC's
programmes and priorities are
expanding. The last Islamabad
summit had taken up a serles of
programmes in the economic,
social and other sectors and all
these are commendable. It is
imperative that the positive spiritis
maintained through appropriate
and timely follow up actions.
SAARC withits resource constraints
cannot do much and as such
greater links with outside is impor-
tant for the forum.

The United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA)'s recent deci-
sion to grant "Observer” status to
the SAARC has come at the right
time the before the 13th summit
conference of the leaders. This
new-find status will enable the

its links with other effective
regional forums and multinational
bodies for cooperation since the
task before it is massive and it
needs international support and
assistance to carry out the planned
programmes. The Dhaka-based
Centre for Integrated Rural
Development for Asia and
Pacific(CIRDAP),which has gained
sufficient experience in the field of
poverty alleviation and rural
development, can also be associ-
ated in the relevant areas of SAARC
programmes since CIRDAP's
activities and ideas are close to
that of SAARC in several fields and
many of the ideas are complemen-
tary.

Against this background, the
"China-South Asia Business
Forum" meeting in Kunming was

growing fast. Public universities
like JU should lbéar in mind that
the axe of the jam falls heavily on
the poor than on the rich. Again,
private universities grew not so
much on the basis of their wisdom
as it is on heels of the woes of
publicuniversities.

During our presentation on the
university day, Professor Amirul
Islam Chowdhury (& formerVC) and
myself emphatically emphasised
this point, But there are "syco-
phants® who liked to praise the
administration and VC to eke out
some benefit from the mercy that is
supposed to pour out of the praise. A
VC should always treat these syco-
phants with suspect. [ can only hope
that the present administration of
JU would pay heed to the critics like
us rather than to those running after
the cream. The sooner the realisa-
tion occurs, the better it is for the
image of the administration and the
institution.

JU could become one of the best
and beautiful centers for academic
pursuit. For that to happen, the
administration should devote its
full attention in managing funds
for its expansion and develop.
ment. Teachers and students
together should rise on their toes
to raise the image of the university.
I'wish the institution to be a centre
of excellence in this past of the
world. Happy birth day to you, JU.

Abdul Bayes Is a Professor of Economics at
Jahangimagar Universily.

an event in right direction and top
business leaders from the region
attended it. Bangladesh's strong
teamn was led by FBCCI president
Abdul Awal Mintn, What was notes
worthy is the support from China's
central government towardh
Beijing's economic cooperation
with South Asia. China's assistant
minister for foreign affairs Shen
Guofang, iraveled: to Kuonming
fromethe ~aentrialccapitaliatid
assured the forum that his govern!
mont would goilt ot in encourag-
ing cooperation with South Asia
initiated by the Yunan pravince)
whose vice Governor Shao Qiwei s

a driving force behind the regional
and sub-regional cooperition. He
is also keen for bilateral coopera-
tion with Bangladesh and led a
high powered team here last July to
discuss concrete issues. He said
Dhaka-Kunming direct iir route is
now a bright possibility and may
take shape by the middle of 2005,
When it finally does, this will help
Sino-Bangladesh cooperation :r\
addition to the regional [rame-
work. Bangladesh envoy Ashiaqur §
Rahman told the forum of his %
government's policy to Eexplore :
all possible avenues for |
Bcooperation with China. But
timely follow-up actions arg’
important to turn the propasals
into reality.

The SAARC on one hand must
consolidate the gains and enhance
cohesiveness among member
nations and on the other widen its
international interactions. After all,
image in the outside world for a
forum like the SAARC {5 important.
SAARC needs to go ahead with its)
programmes and forge closer ties|
with nearby regions and interae-|
tionswith China canserverightlyini
that direction.
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Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury s a saniorjoumnalisL.

here, the trees and the power poles
that disrupt my view for further
points against the never ending
sky. The hill gives mie a horizontal
length of land where [ see people
joggingin theafternoons, or an old
/t;éuplc walking to get some fresh
winter air. I even see jet trails with
reference to the hill.

It's like the sky is on fire with
white smoke, And then thereis the
usual trail of clouds passing by
with greetings of rain or snow. But
sometimes the window is mean to
me because [ have nothing to see
just the eloudless sky. [t's like
staring at the open sea or ocean
whenyouare anaboat and you see
nothing aver the horizon.

This hill reminds me of one hill I
saw in the HBO series 'Band of
Brothers'. The soldiers walking in
single file through the sunset for

their nexg mission, their nexi

command. But my hill provides a
much joyful scene.

[like the moving things for best.
I can see horses from the farm on
the hill; white, black and even dark
brown coloured ones. And then
there are the crows. Amazing, here
I thought that crows were only
available in Bangladesh. But I was
proven wrong. You can see the
crows flocking up to a tree and
occupying all the leafless
branches. God knows what they
do. Maybe chat around. And then
ull of a sudden you see the whole
flock flying off into the horizon
creating a black curtain. What a
sight! Later on [ can see far off on
the electric wire poles lots of black
dots together. | guess those are the
same crows that just flew away from
the tree,

The best time is the early
morning. Sometimes I can see the

reflection of the sunlight on the hill.
It's so heavenly. It's like nature is
holding one of those big yellowish
spotlights and focusing the hill for
the rest to enjoy. What an amazing
view!

Oh, but then another favourite
view of mine is the hill withits snowy
look. It's all white and looks so soit
and glittery. It's like icing sugar, you
knowlike whenit's added ontop ofa
cake. Seems like God has a shaker
full oficing and just shook the bottle
because all the treetops, the grass,
the electric poles and wires are
covered in that blanket of white,
That's when [ feel like rolling down
thathill with all the snow.

Mahfuza
Karlsruhe, Germany

Tigersfightback
Everybody was heartbroken when
the Zimbabweans set us a huge

target to save the Dhaka Test. But |
our openers are doing a great job |
right now as [ watch the match live |
on television. They are showing the
rightkind of temperament and wryi
good shot selection. Itis really good |
going forus. |
[fthe batsmen whowill followean |
demonstrate the same tenacity, the |
boys will come back to the match. |
Let's see what happens on the last |
dayofthe match.
A cricketfan
Dhaka

Dear reacers,

We are going to have a new e-mail
address for the Lelters to the Editor
page. Please send your letlars to
letters@thedallystar.net |
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