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Exhibition

Young painters at their best

FAYZA HAQ
r I Y HE ongoing children's exhibition at the

Bengal Foundation Gallery presented

many forms, figures and selection of
shapes and colours. Young in age, the artists
were sure with their fingers, as they had confi-
dently put on the layers of lines and colours to
bringin scenes of the Bangladeshi cities and coun-
tryside.

MahjabinKaderi,whowon the Grand Prize,had
her painting dancing with happy colours and
forms,

Robayda Islam, who won the 1st pnzc in the G
category, has women of different ages, sitting and
cooking. Behind was a standing woman camrying a
vessel ofwater. The cooking utensils were gray and
brown while the women are dressed in gray, blue,
orange and red. A boyin frontin a singletand fungi
was selling nectar from earthen pots hanging from
his shoulders. Behind were thatched houses,
kitchen gardens and date trees. Farmers and boat-
menhadalsobeenincludedinthebackground.

The2nd prize in this group went to Jharna Akhter
who has painted women stone-breakers at work.
Although clothed in single drapes of the sari, the
poor women stood out from the gray stones that
surrounded thern and the tall buildingsin theback-
drop due to the choice of bright garments. Soft
washes of blue and mauve brought in the sky, while
splashes ofgreenand yellowdepicted neighbouring
greenery and shanties, The umbrellas that protect
theworkerswere visible toointhebackground.

Koushik Saha won the third prize in the cate-
gory, The painting had a row of children walking
downa hridge,whilehl frontwere three baby tigers

facing the viewer. The children were dressed’in

Mahjabin Kaderi's painting that won the Grand Prize

bright clothes like orange, red and blue, The water
and the greenery were in clear blue and jade,
touchedwithwavesandlines.

Deenshah Sanny, Rahatul Jannat and Iffat Binte

Reazwonthespecial prizesinthesectionwith their
colourful portrayal of awedding, a boatrace and a

procession. The paintings were packed with faces
and figures of young people with their coloured
clothes,

Anik Saha won the first prize in the B section
and this had boatmen’at work, rowing and
catching fish. Numerous brightly coloured
fishermen in orange, green, blue and yellow
were seen going about their work. Sirazur Rayan
Ankon won the second prize in this group. His
painting had brought in a game of football with
players on the green grass, the goal keeper
against the net and the waving crowd looking
on. The paintingwas bright with its blues, pinks,
greens and reds,

Sraboni Karmokar took the 1stprize with her
depiction of a road scene, complete with buses,
taxis, cars, and' bright-eyed young drivers on
motorbikes. The painting was neat and clean
and done with the application of dots, mostly
yellow-ochre and green. Sadya Jafar Jannat won
the 2nd prize with her depiction of people,
houses, boats birds, trees and flags. Her figures
appeared to befloatingon air.

The 3rd prize waswon by Shahriar Hossain. In
his painting one found birds, animals and
humans all sitting down in a garden to chat and
apparentlyhave alittle picnicin the green.

The special prizes in the group went to Sadya
Nausheen, Nasim Ahmed Ragib and Tslim
Momitaz for their depiction of scenes of children
and adultsin theireveryday environment.

The exhibition assured us that the future
generation of Bangladeshi artisls had plenty of
hcpe and promise;

Padatik celebrates

27th anniversary

January 21 is Padatik Natya
Sangshad's 27th founding anniver-
sary, On this occasion, the theatre
group has arranged @ programme
foday atthe Mahila Samity auditorium
al 6:35pm., saysa press release.

Celebrated theatre personality
Ramendu Majumdar will inaugurate
the celebration programme featuring
performance of theatre songs from all
Padalik productions.

After the musical’ presentation,
Padatik will stage a special show of
its current production Jolbalika.

Indian Idol

A gripping entertainment show

Thisweekend it was time asusual for the popularTVshow
Indian Idol. The judges were Bollywood names: Anu
Malik, Sonu Nigam and Farah Khan, Film actress Juhi
Chawla appeared as special guest. The anchors were
Aman Yatan Verma and Mini Mathur. The producers were
Vipul D Shah and Sanjeev Sharma of Optymystix and
Niretand Nikhil Alva of Miditech. -

Thursday night with the theme Indi popsizzled with
excitement. While Amit Sana of West Bengal got plaudits
from the judges, Ravinder Ravi, a painter from Punjab,
was asked to get his act together. Mukesh's performance
drew a lukewarm response, while Prajakta, who " looked
like Jennifer Lopez and sang like Asha Bhonsle, looked
like a pop diva,” commented Farah Khan. According to
thejudges, Abhijeet and Harish looked like rock stars. The
two other contestants, Aditi Paul from West Bengal and
RahulVaidya, alsoimpressed thejudges.

"Itis not about unveiling some pop star, noris it about
another jury star. But Indian Idol is really all about
unearthing one amazing talent,' said Tarun Katial, Sony
Entertainment Television India's executive vice president
at a press conference in Mumbal'in September last year.

choose for the next round. Winners are revealed the
following night. By the end of the season, the show comes
to a nail -biting countdown and the field is narrowed to
twowithviewers pickingupawinner.

Based on the US hit serial, American Idol, the format
was conceived by Fremantle Media Asia, 19TV and
Simon Cowell, one of the judges on the American Idol
panel.

Now plans are afoot for localised versions for Singa-
pore, Indonesia and Malaysia, Thelatest entrant inthis
show is Nepal Star which is hunting for latent talent,
especiallyin the "underprivileged segmentofsociety.”

One quick look would reveal that the winners of
such talent show are simply scooped up by the private
media companies, ‘and ‘within a short time trans-
formed into idols, so that we stand in awe at their
performances. Anditis these artists who promote their
culture internationally, invigorate the entertainment
industry and keep the wheels of culture rolling. What s
most attractive about the show is the transparency of
the judges. Every single candidate is criticised or
praised rightfullyand is groomed to becomea performer.

Actress Juhi Chawla (M) along with the contestants pose for.a photograph.

The show, which will have 33 episodes, hit Ihe small screen in October 2004.The whole
process, which kicked off with auditions in August, will last seven months. The winner
will be crowned in February, this year and get a contract worth Rs fcrore with Sony
Entertainment. He/she will also be awarded a recording contract with a major Indian

music label.

According to him, the Delhi and Kolkata auditions werea
huge success with over 3,000 candidates auditioning at
eachcentre,

The show, which will have 33 episodes, hit the small
screen in October 2004, The whole process, which kicked
off with auditions in August, will 1ast seven months. The
winner will be crowned in February, this year and get a
contract. worth' Rs 1crore with Sony Entertainment.
Hefshe will-also be awarded a recording contract with'a
major Indian musiclabgel.

How does the gruelling competition work in pramce?
Aspirants in the 16-35 age group are invited to phonein
and register. This is also the show's target audience and
would be applicable to 10 cities. Auditions were then held
from September 8-October 8 in Kolkata, Delhi, Mumbai
andAhmedabad.

Every week viewers get to see 10 performers, Atthe end
of the show they get to phone in a vote on who they

Among the many aspirants was a fruit seller, who was
offered a three- yearscholarship by SonuNigamto study
music, An emotionally charged Farah Khan offered the
talented Rahul Saxena a chance to sing for her next
playback as he was unexpectedly dropped fromthe list
ofthe talented ten.

Every episode had something new, as the aspirants
were seen recording an album under Leslee Lewes from
the Colonial Cousins, had livelydiscussion sessions with
Hollywoodand Bollywood stars like Richard Gere, Hritik
Roshan and others. The show, with a tagline "Sab kuch
bhula de", meaning "A show which will make you forget
everything”, is a musical jouney filled with emotion,
humour and entertainment, identifying the most tal-
ented singing personality and a heartthrob for the com-
ingyears.

Compiled by Cultural Correspondent

Album review

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Music production house Surer Mela
has released an audio album titled
Bhor Hobey. Eminent Sardar Fazlul
Karim formally launched the album
at the Isfendiar Zahid Hasan audito-
rium of Biswa Sahitya Kendra
recently,

The duet album features young
artistes Diljit Shajal and Manasi
Shadhu. The album contains 12 tracks
of which one is sung solo by both
Manasiand Diljit. Diljithas written and
tuned all the tracks of the album except
the number Chhaya chhaya which is

The cover jacket of the CD

written by FarukWasif.
The album surely promises of a
talent in Diljit. His lyrics have the

profundity reflecting the modern life
with all its components--frustration, °
disillusionment and hope. Numbers
like Efokal porey, Din chhilo, Phul
hobey na, Dukkho loiyd, Shobai
bojhey and the titular' Bhor hobey
ssess nostalgia that take one to
Eygone days. The tunes are a blend of
folk musicand modern Bangla songs.
They also mark the brilliance of an
| original composition by the young
musician Diljit.

Both Manasi and Diljit have voices
attuned in the folk music style. This
qualifiestheirsongs withanaffinityto
the country's culture.
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Hart's War

On Star Movies at 10:40pm
Genre: Drama/War

Cast: Bruce Willis, Colin Farrell
Directed by Gregory Hoblit

Dotta
OnChannellat2:30pm
Special Telefilm

Cast: Ahmed Rubel, Mim, Khalilullah Khan
“Story: Sharatchanra Chatyapadhayay
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