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BRI'_I‘ISH MUSEUM REPORT
Ancient Babylon
site wrecked

by US force

AFPE, London

US-led forces in Irag have caused
imeparable damage to the site of the
ancient city of Babylon, contami-
nating the soil and destroying
archaeological evidence, according
toa British Museum report.

-According to John Curtis, curator
of the museim's Ancient Near East
department, the site has suffered
"substantial damage” while being
used as a military depot by
American and Polish forces for the
pasttwo years.

"This is tantamount to establish-
ing a military camp around the
Great Pyramid in Egypt or around
Smnchenge in Britain," Curtis
charged in his report, quoted by the
Guardian newspaper.

“The status of future information
about these areas will therefore be
seriously compromised,” he wamed.

Curtis has called for an interna-
tional investigation to be carried out
by archaeologists chosen by the
Iraqgi authorities, to compile a full
inventory of damage sustained at
the site, 100 kilometres (60 miles)
south of Baghdad.
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Children play.in a pond at a refugee camp near Indonesian military airport
{behind) in Banda Aceh yesterday. The killer tidal wave so far claimed more
than 110,000 lives In the western Indonesian region of Aceh and left tens of

‘thousands dependant on rellef. The United Nations said it would provide

emergency tents to house 100,000 tsunami survivors in Indonesia's Aceh
province forsixmonths while thelr homes are rebuilt.

Relief officials worried

at disease outbreaks

US military seeks quick exit
from tsunami aid work

AFP Banda Acch

Ald officials expressed alarm yester-
day about outbreaks of sickness in
the area worst hit by last month's
Asian tsunarmi disaster as the United
States said it wanted to scale down
its military reliefwork.

US Deputy Defence Secretary
Paul Wolfowitz said on a tour of the
region his country's goal was to
alleviate suffering caused by the
quake and tsunamis.

But the US military was eager to

~ begina transitional phase that could

see much of its work being handed
over to governments, other militar-
ies, non-governmental organisa-
tiogs and aid agencies, Wolfowitz
said. .
"We'd like to be out of this busi-
Ness as soon as we responsibly can,”
Wolfowitz said in Thailand before he
traveled to Indonesia's Aceh prov-
ince,

"The US military hasalot of other
work to do," Wolfowitz said. "As
soon as our military folks can pass
these responsibilities on to other

organisations, well, we will," he said
without providingatime frame.

Indonesia said recently it would
impose a deadline of the end of
March for the withdrawal of foreign
troops providing relief assistance in
Aceh,

The US State Department has
said Indonesian Vice President
YusufKalla clarified Friday with the
American'envoy in Jakarta no fixed
time limit would be imposed on
forelgn troops and three months
was only an estimate.

But US marines delivering aid to
survivors were forced to scale back
their presence on shore and move to
ships to address sensitivities in
Aceh, where government forces
have been fighting separatist rebels
from the Free Aceh Movement, or
GAM,

Wolfowitz said he felt Jakarta was
not setting deadlines so much as
"setting goals and expressing their
own desire to take aresponsibilityin
their own country as quickly as
possible."

"We applaud that," he said.

Iraq announces polls
day security plan

US forces prédjct serious violence during polling

AFPB Baghdad

The Iragi government announced
yesterday its election day security
plan, declaring a ban on cars by
polling centres and admitting the
vote would be limited in four prov-
inces troubled by vialence.

The Iraqi government will
declare a three-day holiday for the
January 30 elections and ban cars
around the polling stations and
impose restrictions on wvehicle
movement around cities, State
Minister Wael Abdul Latif told
reporters,

Latif admitted elections would
be limited in four provinces in cen-
tral Iraq where the insurgency threat
isatits greatest.

USandIragiofficialsfearthevote
turnout could be low with the gen-
eral population frightened about
attacks by insurgents. The elections

will choose a 275-member national
parliament, as well as provincial
councils.

So far, no voter registration has
taken place in the western Al-Anbar
province and Iraq's third largest city
Mosul, said Abdul Hussein Henda-
wi, the head of Iraq's Independent
Electoral Commission.

"Anbar -- Ramadi (the capital of
the province) -- will have secure
centres, that's all I can say,"
Hendawisaid.

Voting registration in Anbar
province and' Mosul will eccur on
election day, Hendawisaid.

Security plans have been put in
placedistrict by districtin Baghdad, as
well province by province, Latifsaid.

Hehinted the general population
could very well be barred from
traveling outside their city or even
neighborhood on election day.

The top Iraqgi general for Kirkuk,

Anwar Amin, told AFP last week that
there would not be travel allowed
between towns and cities inside
Kirkuk's northern province of
Tamim. .

In late December, Adel Lami, a
ranking officer on Iraq's Indep-
endent Electoral Commi-ssion, told
AFP about 100,000 police and army
would be mobilised onelection day.

Meanwhile, senior US officials

. and' commanders in Baghdad are

bracing for violence on election day,
anticipating car bombs, gunfire,
mortars and rocketattacks.

"There are places here that are
ugly. There are other places looking
pretty dog-gone good,” Brigadier
General Jeffrey Hammond, a deputy
commander of US troops in the
capital, toldreporters Friday.

"Intimidation factor is probably
more prevalent in some places than
other."

NEPALI ELECTION

Deuba seeks to win over
coalition partners

AFEP Rathmandu

Nepal's premier sought yesterday to
win the support of coalition part-
ners for calling swift elections but
analysts said polls would be disas-
trous without holding peace talks
withMaoistrebelsfirst. -

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Detiba gave Works Minister Prakash
Man Singhithe task of winning coali-
tion allies’ backing for general elec-
tions in Nepal, racked by an increas-
ingly brutal and bloody Maoistinsur-
gency,acabinetofficial said.

"The prime minister is trying to
make other coalition partners agree
tothepolls,” the official, whowished
L otoremainunnamed, said.

But analysts said such a course

would lead to more violence unless
the government first holds negotia-
tions with the rebels battling to
overthrow the monarchy of the
Himalayan nation.

Nepal's stability is of increasing
worry to giant neighbour India,
which has been arming the Nepali
army to helpitcombat the Maoists.

"We're already heading danger-
ously towards the brink," said
Akhilesh Upadhyay, editor of the
English-language news magazine
The NationWeekly.

"Talks are the only solution.”

Late Friday, the government
boosted security spending by nine
percent in a bid to crush the revolt in
the poverty-stricken nation which has
claimed over 11,000 1lives since 1996.

~solve the insurgency,”

Ithiked security spending by 18.8
million dollars, adding to the 221
million dollars already earmarked
for the anti-rebel offensive in the
financial year that began last July.
But analysts were doubtful the fight
against the rebels could be won on
the battlefield.

"No matter how much the
defence budget goes up, the fact is
the two sides must sit down totalkto
said
Upadhyay. "There can be nomilitary
solution.”

Right now Nepal's vastly over-
stretched security forces are present
in just 22 of the country's 75 dis-
tricts, an army official said. Rebels
say they control 65 percent of Nepal,
astatement the government rejects,

LTTE chief to meet

peace brokers
UN official barred from rebel areas

AFP Colombo

Hopes forpeacerose yesterdayin Sri
Lanka as the elusive Tamil Tigers
chief planned to meet Norwegian
peace brokers next week amid
tension between the government
andtherebelsovertsunami aid,

Tamil Tigers chief Velupillai
Prabhakaran was set to meet
Norway's Foreign Minister Jan
Petersen as part of Norway's first
post-tsunarmi attempt to salvage Sri
Lanka's faltering peace process,

"He is going to meet the
Norwegian foreign minister next
week," Puleedevan, head of the
rebel’ Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) peace secretariat, told
AFPinanemail.

Petersen and top Norwegian

! pt:&.cc envoy Erik Solheim are due

here fortalks with Srilankan leaders
aswellastherebelstotrytoenda2]-
monthimpasseinnegotiations.

Three days before the December
26 tsunamis, the Tamil Tigers
rejected Sri Lanka's latest proposal
to revive negotiations despite inter-
national pressure to save the
Norwegian-backed initiative,

Meanwhile, the Sri Lankan gov-
emment has refused to give clear-
ance to the UN's World Food
Program (WEP) director for a visit to
the northern' rebel-held town of
Kilinochchi, a WEP spokeswoman
said Saturday.

"We have not been given clear-
ance to go to Kilinochchi” by gov-
ernment officials, spokeswoman
Selvi Sachithanandamtold AFE

US should not
rule out
torture: Ridge

BBC ONLINE

Space probe finds ice

boulders on Titan

REUTERS, Pasadena

The outgoing head of the US
Department of Homeland Security
has' said torture may be used' in
certain cases in order to prevent a
majorloss oflife.

Speaking to the BBC, Tom Ridge
said the US did not condone the use
of torture to extract information
from temorists.

But he said that under an "ex-
treme set” of hypothetical circum-
stances, such as a nuclear threat, "it
couldhappen”,

A spokesman for Ridge said his
comments were taken out of context
and did not amount to approval of
torture.

Ridge's remarks come a day after
the US was accused of eroding
humanrights bycampaigners.

Areport by Human Rights Watch
(HRW) criticised the US over the
Abu Ghraib prison abuse scandal in
Irag and the treatment of prisoners
at Guantanamo Bayin Cuba.

The world's first glimpse of the
surface of the Saturnian moon
Titan revealed an unexpected mix
of icy land and liquid’ as the
Huygens space probe touched
down on Friday.

The first three photos of Titan,
Saturn's largest moon, beamed
back on Friday afternoon, showed
what appeared to be boulders of
ice, drainage channels, shorelines
and islands, reminding scientists
ofboth Earth and Mars.

"I think none of us would have
expected ... this kind of unveiling,
but it is pretty consistent with the
surprises we've seen before," said

Al Diaz, Nasa's associate admims~ .

trator forscience.

The $3 billion Cassini -Huygens
mission, ajoint project of Nasaand
the European and Italian space
agencies, was launched in 1997
from Cape Canaveral, Florida, to
study Saturn, its rings, moons and
magnetosphere.

PHOTO: AFP
This Is reportedly one of the first
images returned by the ESA
Huygens probe during its success-
ful’ descent to the surface of
Satum's moon, Titan.

Millions of Pak homes

|face gas shortage

after rebel attacks

AFP, Islamabad

Millions of Pakistani households
face gas shortages after tribal rebels
attacked and damaged a plant in

southwestern Baluchistan province, *

distribution companies said yester-
day.

Supplies from the state-run Sui
gas plant in Baluchistan have been

g dismpt:‘:d since Tuesday when

rockets! damaged a purification
plant,

"We are facing acute shortage of
gas supply and are forced to imple-
ment a 14-hour load management
schedule for gas consumers in Sindh
provinee,” said a spokesman for gas
distribution company, Sui Southern
Gas Pipelines Ltd.

Under the programme gas sup-
ply to residential areas in Pakistan's
rnost populous city of Karachiwould
be suspended for a certain period of
time daily, spokesman Inayatullah
Ismail said.

Similar cuts would affect other
cities and towns in the province, he
said,

The central province of Punjab
was facing a shortage of 460 mi
cubic feet in its daily requirement of
1,650 million cubic feet, said Naeem
Khan, spokesman for the distribution
firm, Sui Northemn Gas PipelineLtd.

"We have cut off gas supplies to
big industrial units like fertilizers
and power-houses in order to cope
with the shortfall," he told AFP.

Trouble erupted in Sui after a
woman doctor working at gas com-
pany hospital was gangraped alleg-
edly by security men early this
month.

Enraged by the alleged rape
tribesman heavily rocketted the gas
complexforseveral days.

Paramilitary troops searched
more houses on Saturday for weap-
ons in villages around the Sui town,

but there were no reports of any |

arrests, officials said.
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To Rent Out Office Space in Grameen Bank Building

Office space is available 12 to 20{1oor in Grameen Bank Complex
215U multi-storied building located at Mirpur-2, Dhaka.
suitable for International’ Agencies, Foreign Missions,
Insurance, NGO & Information Technology related organisations.

Location of the Building :

v On the main road between Mirpur-1 and Mirpur-10roundabouts.

Mast
Bank,

v Adjacent to the Mirpur Post Office and within walking distance
from the Mirpur Police Station, Sher-c-Bangla National Stadium,

I National Swimming Complex, T&T Office, Bangladesh Institute of
Bank Management, Nalional Hean Foundation, Mirpur Shisu

Hospital, OSB Eye Hospital, Directorate of Primary Education.

Special Attraction of the Building :

Bach floor having 11,000 sft. space

Buili-in cabinets above and below the windows on cach floor

3 high speed passenger lifts and 1 passenger-cum goods 1ifi
Round the clock assured power stipply with stand by gencrators

Flood & Watery free arca (1988, 1998, 2004)

For more information, contact:
GRAMEEN BANK

Services Depariment

Head Office, Mirpur-2, Dhaka-1216
Telephone : 8011362, PABX : Y005257-69
Fax : 8013559, 0005273
£_servic@grameen.com
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Chinese leader
Zhao Ziyang in
'deep coma’

AFP, Beifing

Zhao Ziyang, the former Chinese
leader who was ousted after sympa-
thising with Tiananmen protests, is
ina "deep coma” in a Beijing hospi-
tal and may be close to death, a
relative said yesterday.

"Zhao Ziyang fell into a coma last
night around 7:00pm (1100 GMT), he
was rescued. But up until 6:30pm
tonight, he was still in a coma,” the
Hong Kong-based Information Center
for Human Rights and Democracy
quoted therelative assaying,

"His relative was crying on the
phone and calling for people who
care for him to pray for him as he
might leave this world tonight,” it
saidinastatement.

The Chinese foreign ministry did
not immediately comment Saturday
and said it was looking into the mat-
-ter. Telephone callstohis former aide
BaoTong were cutoffimmediately.

Zhao, who served as both the
head of the Communist Party and
China's prime minister for much of
the 1980s, was ousted in 1989 after
opposing the military crackdown on
the Tiananmen democracy protests.

Following the bloody crackdown,
in which hundreds if not thousands
of unarmed students and citizens in
Beijing were killed, a central govern-
ment report squarely placed the
blame for "counter-revolutionary”
turmoilonZhao.

Key US figure in prison
abuse found guilty

US soldier jailed for murder of

Iragi teenager

REUTERS, Fort Hood, Texas

A military. jury. found' US soldier
Charles Graner guilty Friday of abus-
ing Iragi prisoners at Abu Ghraib
prison in a scandal that badly dam-
aged America's worldwide reputa®
tion following theinvasion oflraq

A 10-member military jury found
Graner, 36, a former civilian prison
guard, guilty on 10 charges, many of
which were documented by photo-
graphs of sexual huuniliation of naked
male prisoners that shocked theworld
aftertheywereleakedlastyear.

Graner stood at attention and
looked straight ahead without any
visible reaction as the verdict was
read. He held his hands tightly
clenched.

Because the jury altered one
count o 4 lesser charge of assault,
rather than use of force likely to
produce death or grievous bodily
harm, his maximum sentence was
lessened to 15 years from a possible
17 and a half years, a proscl:utmn
spokesman said.

Defence attorneys said Graner
himselfwas expected to testifywhen
the sentencing phase of the trial

resumes on Saturday. .

Inhisclosing argument, Graner's
lawyer said the former Pennsylvania
prison guard was following orders of
military intelligence officials at Abu
Ghraib outside Baghdad as part of a

“vital, larger US war effort in Irag.

"Corp. Graner is a Smart guy,
professional and he was doing his
job in Iraq," defence attorney Guy
Womack told the court. "Now the
government would ask a corporal,
anE4, one ofthejunior people there,
to take the hit forit."

The prosecution argued that
Graner and others in his unit acted
without orders for their own gratifi-
cation.

Meanwhile, an American soldier
was sentenced on Friday to a year in
jail for the murder of a severely
wounded IraqgiteenagerinaBaghdad
slum district during a Shia upnsing
lastyear, the US military said.

"Staff Sergeant Cardenas Alban
was convicted on one count of
murder and one count of conspiracy
to murder at a court martial at the
1st Cavalry Division courthouse at
Camp Liberty today," a military
spokesman said.
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PHOTO: AFP
A Palestinian mjured youth is wheeled into the al-Shifa hospital following an Israeli incursion into the Zeitun neighbor-
hood of Gaza City yesterday. Six Palestinians were killed by Israeli fire in the Gaza Strip even as the moderate Mahmud
Abbas was sworn inas new Palestinianleaderwith a pledge to seek an end tothe "vicious circle" ofviolence.

Peace hopes rest on
Abbas shoulders

AFE Ramallah

Mahmud Abbas, who spent the best
partoffive decadesinYasser Arafat’s
shadow; formally took center stage
yesterday when he was sworn in as
president of the Palestinian
Authority.

Much hope rests on the shoul-
ders of the moderate former prime
minister for the revival of the Middle
East peace process, with the inter-
national community determined to,
help, strengthen him against the
men of violence and translate his
condemnation of the armed
Intifada into a an end to attacks on

Israel.

He is not short of good will,
including from1srael and the United
States, which both refused to deal
with Arafat.

However, he is already shackled
by Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon having cut off all official
contacts with the Palestinians late
on Friday, less than 24 hours after a
Palestinian attack at a crossing from
the Gaza Strip into Israel left six
Israelisdead.

Outgoing US Secretary of State
Colin Powell has called Abbas "a
good man", while President George
W. Bush said Washington "wants to

help a povernmentlike AbuMazen's
{Abbas), solong as it remains com-
mitted to a peaceful resolution of
conflict.” |

Israel's Deputy Prime Minister
Shimon Peres, who worked closely
with Abbas during the heyday of the
peace process in the early 1990s, has
said he "will be an uncompromising
partner, buthe isa wise man, expcrp
enced and moderate.”

His austere style contrasts with
his charismatic predecessor, whose
trademark keffieh and fiery
speeches had made him one of the
world's most recognisable figures
anda global symbol of resistance,
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1. Sealed

tender in
manufacturer/dealer/suppliers (enlisted firms ‘with DGDP) for supply of the followmg
items for Bangladesh Navy:

Directorate General Defence Purchase

Ministry of Defence

New Airport Road, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215

Re-Tender Notice

foreign  currency  is

invited  from  bonafide

S | Name of item Date of selling Date of | Tender No

No From : To opening

1. | Inflatable Boat with | 22-01-2005 | 19-02-2005 | 22-02-2005 | 8101/NP-3
out Board Petrol Re-Tender
Engine.
(Qty. 03 No)

tenderers (if present).
ISPRIMisc/05/21
DEP-907-11/1/05
G-56

2. Tender schedule with detailed specification/condition will be available on
payment as per /T selling rate (non-refundable) during office hours between
0800 hours to 1300 hours. The tender can be dmpped latest by 1000 hours and
opened at 1005 hours on the specified date of opening in the presence of the

Lt Commander BN - -
For Director General




