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'US troops may
start Iraq
withdrawal
this year'

AFP, Washington

US troops could start withdrawing
from Iraq this year as Iraqgi forces
take over security in the violence-
wracked country, US Secretary of
State Colin Powell said Wednesday.

In an interview with National
Public Radio, Powell was unable to
say how quickly American forces
might be able to pull out of the
country or what their troop levels in
Iraqwould beat the end of 2005,

"But with the money we're putt-
ing into the growth of the new Iraqi
army and national guard and police
force, [ believe that during 2005 they
(the Iraqis) will be able to assume a
greater burden," the outgoing chief
USdiplomatsaid.

He added that "with the (Iraqgi)
assumption of that greater burden,
the burden on our troops should go
down and we should start to see our
numbers going in the other direc-
tion."

Coup PLOT

Mark Thatcher
pleads guilty

AFP, cape Toun

Mark Thatcher, son of former British
prime minister Margaret Thatcher,
yesterday pleaded guilty in a Cape
Topwn court to charges of bankroll-
ing an alleged coup plot in
Equatorial Guinea.

Thatcher, 51, was fined three
million rand (roughly 380,000 euros,
505,000 dollars).

He was arrested on August 25 last
year at his Cape Town villa on
charges of contributing 275,000
dollars to help finance the suspected
plot to overthrow longtime
Equatorial Guinea leader Teodoro
Obiang Nguema.

EU lawmakers
back disputed
constitution

AFPB Strasbourg

European Union lawmakers voted
massively in favour Wednesday of
the EU's proposed constitution,
whichwill be submitted toa series of
make-or-break referendums from
next month in the 25-nation bloc.

Inasymbolicballot, 500 deputies
in the Strasbourg-based European
Parliament voted in favour of the
historic treaty, 137 against and 40
abstained.

The EU's Luxembourg presi-
dencywelcomed thevote, and urged
national parliaments and EU citi-
zens to also support it in the ratifica-
tion process, which is expected to
take the best partoftwo years.

Luxembourg Prime Minister
Jean-Claude Juncker, who took over
the EU's reins on January 1 for six
months, said the constitution was
"an important step on the path of a
unified Europe".

Bush has no regrets
for Iraq invasion

Top Democrat blasts president for failing to find WMD

AFP, Washingron

US President George W. Bush said
Wednesday that the invasion of Iraq
was "absolutely” worth it, even
though no weapons of mass
destruction have been found.

"Well, like you, I feltlike we'd find
weapons of mass destruction,” he
said, according to excerpts released
froman ABCtelevision interview.

"Or like many, many here in the
United States, many around the
world, the United Nations thought
he had weapons of mass destruc-
tion, and so, therefore, one, we need
to find out what went wrong in the
intelligence gathering. Saddam was
dangerous. And .. the world was
saferwithout himin power."

Bush made his comments on the
ABC News 20/20 program, as the

White House confirmed Wednesday
that the United States had quietly
halted its search for WMD in Iraq --
one of its key reasons for invading
the country.

Asked whether it was worth it to
invade Iraq even without WMD
found, Bush replied, "Oh, abso-
lutely."

ABC will broadcast its entire
interview with the US president on
Friday.

Meanwhile, a top congressional
Democrat on Wednesday slammed
President George W. Bush's Iraq

olicy, now that US inspectors have
Fcrmally acknowledged that their
exhaustive search has yielded no
weapons of mass destruction there,

"After a search that, has con-
sumed nearly two years and millions
of dollars, and a war that has cost
thousands of lives, no weapons of

mass destruction have been found -
- nor has any evidence been uncov-
ered that such weapons were moved
to another country," House Minority
Leader Nancy Pelosi said in a state-
ment.

"President Bush has refused to
concede what has been obvious for
months -- the primary, justification
for the invasion of [raq was not
supported by fact,"” she said.

"Now that the search is finished,
President Bush needs to explain to

the American peaple why he was so

wrong, forsolong, about the reasons
forwar." .

Pelosi made herremarks after the
White House confirmed Wednesday
that the Iraq Survey Group have
halted their search for nuclear,
biological and chemical weapons
there.

Outrage greets
‘Harry the Nazi'

AFP, London

Britain's young Prince Harry faced
stinging criticism yesterday after
being pictured wearing a Nazi sol-
dier's uniform, just a fortnight
before the 60th anniversary of the
liberation of Auschwitz,

"Harry the Nazi" cried The Sun,
the nation's top selling tabloid,
alongside its exclusive front-page
photo of a slouching Harry, 20,

cigarette and beer in hand, dressed

Jn the tan uniform of the Afrika
Korps -- complete with red swastika
armband.

The photo was snapped last
weekend at a "native and colonial”
fancy dress party also attended by
Harry's brother Prince William, 22,
who opted [or a rather less contro-
versial "lion and leopard outfit®, The
Sunsaid.

Spokesmen for the royal family
immediately went into damage-
control mode, issuingastatement in
which -- the younger son of
Prince Charles and the late Princess
Diana --apologised.

A man reads yesterday in Paris the British tabloid The Sun featuring Prince Harry, the youngest son of Prince
Charles and the late Princess Diana, wearing a khaki uniform with an armband embiazoned with a swastika,

emblem of the German WWII Nazi Party.

PHOTO: AFP

Aceh rebels call for truce

US, UN want Jakarta to clarify aid restriction

AFB, REUTERS, jakarta

Rebels in Indonesia's tsunami-hit
Aceh called yesterday for ceasefire
talks to help the aid effort as new
restrictions on foreign relief workers
prompted the United States to
demand "clarification” from
Jakarta. .

The move by the Free Aceh
Movement (GAM) came as paolitical
wrangling cast a shadow over
humanitarian efforts in the area
waorst hit by the December 26 tsu-
namis, where more than 106,000
people died and thousands of
bodies are still being recovered
every day.

The rebels' "prime minister in
exile" Malik Mahmud said in a
statement that his men were willing
to sit down for discussions with
Jakarta to ease fears over the safety
of foreign humanitarian workers
operatingin Aceh.

Indonesia has used the alleged
threat of rebel violence to
strengthen its military grip on Aceh,
requiring all foreigners to register
and seck military escort when trav-
elling outside main towns.

The rebels have pledged that aid
workers will be safe, and Mahmud
said a unilateral ceasefire declared
afterthe tsunamisstillstands.  «

The United Nations said it feared

restrictions on aid workers in Aceh
could hinder international relief
operations in the Indonesian prov-
ince devastated by last month's
tsunami.

The United States also said it was
seeking clarification on news that
Indonesia wanted all foreign troops
helping in relief to leave the region
by the end of March.

Jakarta's worries about a large
foreign presence in a region scarred
by a long-running insurgency came
as the Paris Club of creditor nations
announced on Wednesday that it
would freeze debt repayments of all
nations affected the tsunami, free-
ing funds forrehabilitation.

US warns Russia
against selling
missiles to Syria

AFPF, Washington

The United States on Wednesday
warmed Russia against selling mis-
siles to Syria amid reports that
Moscow was ready fo provide
Damascus with a sophisticated
weapon that could hit any target in
Israel.

But Russia denied ithad anysuch
plans,

State Department spokesman
Richard Boucher said Washington
could consider sanctions against
Moscow if it went through with
reported plans to sell Syria its S5-26
Iskander missile.
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Bangladesh Ambassador to Kuwait and concurrently accredited to Yemen
NazrulIslam Khan (L) is presenting his credentials to President of Yemen Ali
Abdullah Saleh (R) while Foreign Minister Abubakr A. Al-Qirbi (C) looks onin

Baghdad hotel
attack kills 7

 REUTERS, AFP, Baghdac

An aide to Iraq's top Shia cleric has
been murdered barely a fortnight
before elections which the Shias are
tipped ta win, while gunmen seized a
Turkish businessman and killed
sevenIragis outsidea Baghdadhotel.

As the country prepared for its
first free and fair polls in halfa century
despite the relentess bloodshed across
the country, US-led forces stepped up
operations against insurgents, round-
ingupalmost50suspects.

Meanwhile, Washington said it
had wrapped up a fruitless hunt for
weapons of mass destruction, which
was the main justification for the
March 2003 war against Saddam
Hussein'sold regime.

arecently taken picture.

An aide to Grand Ayatollah Ali al-

Sistani, his son and four bodyguards:
were murdered Wednesday night
after they left prayers in the lawless
Sunni-majority town of Salman Pak,
southeast of the capital, an official at
Sistani's office in the holy city of
Najafsaid Thursday.

Sheikh Mahmud al-Madahaini
had been the target of several threats
and attempted assassinations in the
past, the official added.

Salman Pak lies on the highway
linking the capital with Kut, further
to the southeast. It Is a lawless area
where armed men hijack trucks and
carryoutkidnappings.

Sistani, the spiritual leader of the
country's majority Shias, is not
running for office but has emerged
as the kingmaker after he blessed
the United Iraqi Alliance, a grouping
ofpolitical and religious parties.
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Teacher's from 'O" & 'A' Lavel Back Ground, Smart,
Experienced (2 Years With [ELTS 6/7), Excellent
Oral & Written Communiecation Skills, who can teach
IELTS, Spoken English & Basic Grammer,

Female Counselor wanted - Smart, pleasing personality,

Apply with full CV, 2pp within 7days.
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FOUNDATION DAY
Dawn Grammar School is celebrating its foundation day
on Friday the 14th January, 0. Prize distribution, Cultural
show will be held on this auspicious day, all ex-teachers,
students, parents, guardians and relatives of the students
of the school are cordially invited to attend the function.

Time : 9.00 am. Venue : DGS Junior Section.
Road # 113, House # 335, Gulshan-2.
1 Telephone : 8829364, 9896038, 9892968

DECORATED OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT AT BANANI

Well decorated Office Space of international standard,
total 6,600 sft (expandable to 9,900 sft) in a 3-storied
independent house is available for rent with all

Small islands
take aim at
polluting
countries

AFP Port-Louis

Leaders of the world's smallest
islands yesterday joined UN chief
Kofi Annan in calling for action to
fight climate change, with the
Pacific atoll of Kiribati accusing
polluting countries of waging "eco-
terrorism."

Kiribati, along with Tuvalu, the

SC verdict puts US
deportation on hold

Top court limits detention

of immigrants

REUTERS, Washington

The US Supreme Court ruled on
Wednesday that the government may
not indefinitely imprison immi-
grants who have been in the United
States illegally for years and cannot
bedeported to theirhome countries.
The high court's 7-2 ruling was a
defeat for the US Justice Depar-
trent, which said the issue affected
more than 2,000 detained immi-
grants who cannot be deported.
Nearly half of them had arrived in
the United States illegally from Cuba
as part of the 1980 Mariel boatlift.
The court agreed (o extend the
reach of a ruling issued in 2001 that
limited detention to a "reasonable
period,” generally six months. That
ruling concerned immigrants who
entered the countrylegally, commit-
ted crimés that made them
deportable, and then were refused
reentry by theirhome govemments.
The latest decision involved
immigrants in similar circum-
stances, but who had entered the

country illegally.

The Washington Legal Found-
ation, a conservative public interest
legal group that supported the
government in the case, predicted
the decision would likely result in
the immediate release of more than
1,000 illegal aliens who have been
convicted ofviolent crimes.

The Department of Homeland
Security's Bureau of Immigration
and Customs Enforcement has
reported that it has detained about
2,300 individuals who arrived at the
border illegally and are awaiting
deportation.

More than half of those being
detained, including 920 who
attemnpted to enter the United States
illegally as part of the Mariel boatlift,
havebeenimprisoned formore than
six months while the government
seeks to deport them, ,

Mast of them had been in the
country a number of years, commit-
ted a crime, served their sentence
and then were taken into eustody by
immigration authorities.

Iranian judiciary
summons
Shirin Ebadi

AFPB, Tehran

Iranian human rights activist and
Nobel Peace prize laureate Shirin
Ebadi said Thursday she has been
summoned to answer questions by
the country's hardline judiciary or
elseriskarrest.

"I have received a summons to a
revolutionary court,”" the human
rights activistand lawyer told AFR:

"In the summons, it simply says
that [ must present myself to the
court within three days to provide
some explanations and that [ will be
arrested if I refuse,” sheadded.

The petite 57-year-old was
awarded the prestigious Nobel
Peace Prize in October 2003 as
recognition for her campaigning for
increased legal rights for women
and childrenin Iran.

Her work has seen her challenge
Iran's so-called "red lines" -- often
ill-defined boundaries of thought or
speech that protect the 25-year-old
clerical regime against overt dissent.

Since winning the prize, she has
continued to be locked in simmering
warfare with Iranian adthorities --
and especially the hardline-run
judiciary -- notably because of her

defence of the family of Zahra

Kazemi, a Canadian-Iranian photog-
raphermurderedin custodyin2003.

WANTED OFFICE & WAREHOUSE SPACE FOR RENT

Advertiser
PO Box No. 3184

We are a Multinational manufacturing company looking for a suitable space
in Tejgaon I/A & surrounding places or in Uttara for our Office & Warehouse.
The office space should range from 10,000-12,000 sft & Warehouse space
should range from 7,000-10,000 sft (preferably on Ground Floor or 1st
Floor) with adequate provision for car parking and easy movement of
delivery vans. Genuine owner of the building should response within 07 days

from publication of this advertisement.
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UK, AUSTRALIA, GREEGE & SOUTH AFRICA 9 UNDERGRADUATE & POSTGRADUATE
CBILF S8 SPONSOR (3 <01icH U i S

P IR 1 IV 2 RKMission Road, Motaleh Mansion (4th Floor) Reom No-510, Tikatuly Dhaka-1203.
WORLDWIDE ADMISSION Eetww; [itefaq & Inqilab Bhaban. Phone : 7161564, 7175459, 0171-165048, 0188440202

modern furnitures, fixtures and other amenities (LAN
networked/fully air-conditioned) including phone
] tines and 6/7 car parking. The building is located at
Road-11, Banani. Very suitable for Multinationals,
Foreign Agencies, Buying Houses, Leasing Com-
panies, Financial Institutions & NGOs.
PLEASE CONTACT :

Marshall Islands and a handful of
other low-lying island states, are
threatened by therisein the sealevel
caused by global warming that
could see them entirely submerged.

"Our future looks bleak in the
face of climate change, climate
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH

An application under Section 43 of the Companies Act, 1934
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