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Dearreaders,

We are going fo have a new e-
mail address for the Letters lo
the Editor page. Please send
your letters to
letters@thedailystar.net

Fake currency notes
It's really very sad to write about my
horrifying experience of a fake
hundred takanote, A few days backl
got the note from my Ammu and
went to ashopping mall. [wanted to
buy some chips for my brother and
gave the note to the shopkeeper. The
man suddenly told me "Apu I can't
take your money, the note is fake..."
Itwassoembarrassing forme to face
the situation. It's really bad that fake
notes are availablein the city.

The government must take steps
to stop this fraud immediately. And I
suggest the commoners not to hurry
-- always check the notes you are
exchanging, specially the hundred
and fivehundred takanotes.

Please be carefull.
SamihaEsha
Uttara, Dhaka

Right thinking

Sajib Wazed Joy, the son of the
former prime minister, Sheikh
Hasina, has perceived the major
cause behind Awami League's
failure. In the recent Jubo League
meeting, he requested the party
leaders to end internal feuds,
instead of clamouring against the
alliance government.

He rightly [elt that internal
clashes are the main cause behind
the party's poor standing today.

Md Aiub Uddin
Ju

Robbery of
employees'

salary

This is taking place regularly and
causing severe financial damage to
both owners and workers, But how
much is being done by the policy
makers and administrators as a
preventative measure?

Why doesn't the government
make it mandatory (or at least
attractive) for the arganisations to
deposit the employees' salary into
their fnominated bank accounts?
This should minimise the practice of
carrying a huge amount of cash
(salary of all employees in carry

: -bags) which provokes this type of

crimes.

Is it not possible to set up special
banks for economically underprivi-
leged workers to provide free basic
but reliable banking services?
Would anybody like to comment on
this thought?

Masrur Khan
Sydney Australia

Extension of

service

The extension being given to the
topmast officials prompts me to say,
"When politics walks through the
gorridor of administration, good
governance exits through the win-
dow."

AShamsuddin

Toronto, Canada

Dirty politics

What's happening in our country!
Are we out of our mind? [ just
learned from someone about the
way a former Airforce chief was put
in an embarrassing position. The
law came to his rescue. What on
earthis wrong withus?

Please stop thisdirty politics.

Delwar
San Francisco, US

Asenior politician
Abdus Samad Azad is an old and
experiencedleader. [did notsee him
in news for a long time and was not
sure what he was doing. Ifeel exhil-
arated to have seen him in the news
today that he was in India for treat-
mentand hascome back.

The country needs the senior
leadersto tell usthe true history.
Kazi Firoz
Kosice, Slovakia

Rab and law

I should like to commend The Daily
Star for reviewing the methods
adopted by the Rapid Action Battal-
ion (Long list of violence as crossfire

erly within its jurisdiction? More-
over, whatrisks are attendant upona
state-sponsored lethal battalion
that is surely not immune to the
supposed corruptible seductions of
power? S Akhtar's appeal to the US
and UK as examples to be followed
at this time beggars belief.
Detainees have suffered in
Guantanamo and Belmarsh for up
to three years without charge,
without trial and without access to
loved ones. One does nothave to live
on a Cuban island to understand the
evil being perpetrated upon it. Nor
does one have to have one's child
shot in crossfire to realise that vio-
lence begets violence with yer more
innocentvictims.
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The traditional husking paddleison the verge of extinet,
even in the rural areas. Once Dheki was used for husking
paddy in every village household, and even in the urban
areas. Besides husking paddy Dheki was used for making
rice dust for 'pithaand payesh'.

Iam notsuggesting that we all should start using Dheki
again, it is just to remind everyone (including myself)
thatas anation we mustlearn to preserve our traditions.

Shafiqul Islam Shibli
On mail

crosses line, Jan 1) and for giving
space in your letters both to the
criticsof Raband theiradvocates.

The letter of Mr. S Akhtarof Jan 2
is sadly typical of the presentationas
arguments in defenceof Rab.

Firstly, it is no more a qualifica-
tion or a disqualification to write
from abroad than it is to write from
within the country of which one
speaks (whether or not that is one's
home). The need to overcome selec-
tive attention to telling facts or the
encumbrances of self-deceiving
ulterior interests in working towards
ever more objective political opin-
ion is a daily challenge for any hon-
est politician or citizen. What is the
central contention of the advocates
of Rab? It is that an underworld of
crime cannot contained by a cor-
ruptible judicial system and that
extra-judicial killing of the assumed
guilty, whether or not directly
intended, can be justified both as a
moral resolution and as an append-
agetothejudicial process.

Yet the impact of such a strategy
on the said system can be readily
anticipated. How does one propose
to strengthen, as opposed to under-
mine, a judiciary by acting beyond
the law on matters which fall prop-

So, forgive me, but [ do find it
deeply concerning to have to
explain why, in the twenty-first
century, state-sponsored agents in
FBI-copyeat fatigues should not be
given licence to undertake extra-
judicial execution of those pre-
sumed guilty without trial or charge.
We risk turning the People's Repub-
lic of Bangladesh into a lawless
regime of the Wild West under the
fraudulent pretext of a "War on
Terror".

Any right-thinking humanitarian
with a modicum of historical con-
science willunderstand all this.
Dr.Shahrar Ali
UK Parliamentary Candidate, Green
Party
Waterlow Road, London

Errant politicians

This is in reference to an editorial
published in a Bangla daily on 8th
January;, 2005.

If in two words our fundamental
problems can be defined, Illiteracy
and Immorality will dominate.

~ [literacy brought incompetence,
inefficiency and endemic corrup-
tion and immorality brought this
nation down to anything unthink-
able. There are men and woman

who are preaching us in their own
ethical standard, but there is no
doubt in my mind that they are not
servingany cause of this nation.

No politician in my perception in
our country is willing to dedicate or
offer her/his focus on the well being
of our people, all they are doing is
how to win the election which
requires muscle power and money.
Four percent of GDP plunders and
all the terrorist activities are the
outcome ofsuch politics.

People who have to survive
within this, struggle hard to find a
way out. On their way any hope,
fictitious or genuine, they want (o
clingto asadesperate move. [t goes®
from a new legislature on taxregime,
new terms of reference to University
Grant Commission, banking rules,
reduction of interest rate or even a
soft loan offer, and the latest Anti
Corruption Commission!

MM Haque
Jeddah, KSA

BTTB mobile

phone

On 28 December, 2004, the prime
minister inaugurated the much
talked about BTTB mobile phone.
Before the inauguration people had
a big expectation that the BTTB
mobile phone would offer its ser-
vices for affordable prices. After the
inauguration, as soon as we came (o
know the call charge and connecting
fee, we were simply frustrated.
Bangladesh is one of the few coun-
tries in the world where the mobile
phone companies are charging
abnormally high prices both for
incoming as well as for outgoing
calls. In Bangladesh because of short
duration of pre-paid cards people
are making unnecessary calls to use
their units and the mobile phone
companies are making sky-high
profits from the poor people.
Although we have a Telecommuni-
cations Regulatory Commission
(BTRC) which is supposed to look
after public interest, but unfortu-
nately we are not finding its role as
expected.

- The Daily Star in its 4 January,
2005, issue published a news analy-
sis with the heading "BTTB Mobile
Puzzle" where it revealed that "Pri-
vate operators usually refrain from
disclosing their financial statements
to the press as those are not listed
with the stock exchanges. But
sources told The Daily Star that one
private operator's net profit jumped
more than 52 percent during the
year 2003, while another company
contributed 35 percent to the total
revenue of its parent company
abroad." If this trend of high call rate
continues [ guess only the foreign
countrieswillbe benefited.

Recently, when [ was coming
home via Delhi, at the Delhi airport
I saw an Indian company selling
calling card from Bangladesh to
India and other countries. When I
asked about the calling charge the
sales woman informed me that it
would cost only Tk 12 per minute
from Bangladesh to any province in
India. But if we call from Bangladesh
to India with any mobile phone, it
costs around Tk 35 per minute.

I would therefore urge the rele-
vant government department to
immediately reduce the call charge
of all mobile phones and increase
duration of pre-paid cards at least to
three months for the greater interest
of the country. Otherwise, foreign
companies will introduce different
technologies tograb this business.
KhalequezZaman
Kabul, Afghanistan

Why this show?

When the whole world is trying to
recover from the natural disaster
caused by Tsunami and trying to
extend their helping hand to revive

The cricket world witnessed the addition ofa
fresh page in the game's history book on
January 10, 2005 when Bangladesh outplayed
Zimbabwe in the first encounter of the two-
Test series at Chittagong, to clinch their first
everwin inthelonger version of the game.

Warmest felicitations from all go to
Habibul Bashar and other members of the
team for creatingared-letter dayin the coun-
try's cricket history. The success, would, no
doubt, bring a great relief to the countrymen
after a string of failures in the international
arena. Of course, last month's memorable
ODI win against India helped the team to
boost up a lot in addition to coach
Whatmore's relentless inspirational word-
INgs.

Bangladesh, no doubt, created sensation
but it should be remembered that over-
enthusiasm and over-confidence can bring
quick downfall. The point should be noted by
the red and green boys.

Aziz Amirul

Uttara, Dhaka
I think this victory of Bangladesh cricket
teamn was a much needed one and we are

happy that now our boys have proved that .

they have the ability to play top class cricket.
They have the ability to perform and com-
pete at international level but after some
dismal performance in recent times, we were
really very disappointed. However, the Tigers
have shown that they can winTestmatches! It
took along time for India and New Zealand to
register their first Test victory but compared
to them, our boys have done it for us quite
early.

However, we shouldn't look back now. Itis
time to move forward and I believe they are
ontheright track now.

I would like to convey my heartfelt thanks
to all the Bangladeshi cricketers and of
course to coach Whatmore for presentingus
a perfect New Year's gift! Shabash! ..keep it
up!

Nazmus Saquib
Mayakanan, Basabo, Dhaka
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At last the dream has come true. The wait is

over, the jinx has broken. Bangladesh scored
their first Test victory over Zimbabwe. Lots of
accolade to the cricketers. The victory is
sweeter because it has come after long four
years and 35 Tests. We all have been waiting
forthismomentforalongtime.

This was a total team effort, everyone of
the team had some contribution to this vic-
tory. The batting prowess of Habibul Bashar,
Rajin Saleh, Nafis Igbal, all-round perfor-
mance from Rafiq, Mortaza and Khaled
Masud, and bowling of Tapash and Enamul
Jr. helped the team to earn their maiden vic-
tory. The players had a goal and they reached
the goal convincingly. They had passion,
they were eager to win the match and at last
they got it. The tears that came from
Mortaza's eyes told the whole story. Congrat-
ulationstoallof them.

Though Bangladesh won but  had a desire
unfulfilled-- I couldn't watch the match live
in the stadium. I had planned to go to
Chittagong to watch the making of history
but had to cancel the trip for personal rea-
sons. So I remained glued to theTV for five
days andwatched the 'matchofourlife’.
Solaiman Palash
Dhaka
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At last we got this long expected victory. I had
thought (on the basis of our previous perfor-
mance) that our grandsons might see such a
victory but our heroes proved me wrong. I'm
very much delighted with this victory and writ-
ing this letter with my hand trembling in joy.
Thevictoryhasenlivened thewholenation.

Asanationweareill-fated. We had very few
events to be delighted about in a decade. At
first, I'll congratulate our team leader
Habibul Bashar and all the members of Ban-
gladesh national cricket team for presenting
ussuchaglorious win.

Qur Test status was questioned by some
cricket pundits and I hope this victory will
help them assess the position rather posi-
tively.

I hope our cricket will prosper day by day
with this great win.

Dr. ChowdhuryJalal Uddin Murshed (Rumi)
Medical Officer, Diabetic Hospital, Sylhet

the hopes among the survivors, an
MP of our parliament is reported to
have spent an astronomical
amount of money for the wedding
ceremony of his son. Personally, T
am speechless after reading that
news reported in the Daily Prothom
Alo (January8, 2005).

Sometimes I wonder what our
politicians are made of. Although at
certain times we see them handing
over relief materials (may not be
from their own pocket) to the needy

people, but they do so for publicity,
rather than from fellow-feeling.

Well, perhaps there is little to be
donewhen most of the sensible elite
of our country support such acts
and encourage otherstodoso.
One-mail

Tsunamiand us

The devastating natural calamity
that took hundreds of thousands of

lives is nowheadlines of all the news.
It was so pathetic that we don't have
any word to mourn the deaths. By
sitting in this country what we can
do is to send some donations to the
affected people. As human beings
another thingwe cando s to pray for
the people who lost their lives and
for their departedsouls.

LastFriday, Iwent toamosque (a
renowned one) thinking that we
could have a special 'duaa’ for the
people affected by Tsunami. Before

the prayer the Imam was talking
about the harshness of nature and
telling how helpless we can be after
the will of God. But he did not offer
any sympathy for the dead or the
injured ones, he rather said these
were the signs of the Dooms Day. It
was a rehearsal of the day before the
Day of Judgement. So you should
keep yourself away from all the
wrongdoing and lead a religious life.
Does that mean that all the people
who are dead and who are suffering
committed greatsins?

Canwe judge who is a sinner or
not?
Badal Hasib
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Crime, corruption

and security

1 agree with Mr. Azad Miah (Jan 10,
2005) on the Rab actions and the
security issues. Rab's success in
curtailing crimes will be short lived
unless the fundamental problems
are addressed. Of course, there are
people within the political struc-
tures who support, suslain and
protect the armed criminals, and
until they are dealt with the
enforcement of the law, curbing
crime will only be a temporary
event.

What is even more important is to
address the social problems to seek
a permanent and humane solution
to the crime problem. What draws
people to crime needs to be investi-
gated and steps need to be taken for
a long term effect. Equal opportu-
nity of education and jobs is a pre-
requisite for peace in the society.
With a high level of tnemployment,
itis only natural that the youths will
find their way into other things. Job
creation, vocational training, and
placement help for the young peo-
ple are critical to making them a
productive part of the society, rather
than destructive elements. Social
justice is a key requirement fto
ensure that people are not disillu-
sioned about thelaws of the country.
If laws are applied to everyone
equally, then people will be less
prone to violating them. When
people are left out to a miserable life
of hunger, paverty and sickness only
to watch what the rich. section is
doing often in flagrant violation of
laws because of their high connec-
tions, some of them will make justi-
fications to do something more
radical. And who can blame only
them?

Crimeand corruption are just two
faces of the same eoin Crime does-
notonly mean toll eollecting, hijack-
ing, drug-trafficking, killing and the
like, Corrupt practices likebribery to
get one's way illegally, getting pref-
erential treatments by political
connections, getting a job or con-
tract by nepotism are just as big a
crime as are encouraging or con-
doning exploitation of women or
serving the rich and powerful.
Moral education for the society is as
important as any other education, if
not more. Every area of the society
should embark on ethics training for
each kind of work at every level --
government or private, industry or
academia.

Moral teaching may not have as
tangible results as physics or
accounting or engineering, but the
actual return will be huge in the
form of a low-crime, low-
corruption, and a more peaceful
society. Unfortunately, there seems
to be little attention to this aspect
from our social and political leader-
ship. Until we start doing something
in this respect, crime-corruption
containment efforts will be just
band-aid, with no real cure for the
problem.

Wahid Chowdhury
One-mail

When the world has witnessed the Tsunami disaster, an
important election is being held which has a very significant
impact on the Middle East peace process. Mr. Mahmud Abbas
is going to be the leader of Palestine after Mr. Yasser Arafat. His
commitment to a peaceful path to Palestinian statehood
offers new hope. Obviously, he will be facing enormous chal-
lenges when he will start his work on Monday. He has prom-
ised a free Palestine to his people.

Jerusalem is at the heart of the Israel-Palestine conflict, and
both peoples claim it as their capital. Mahmud Abbas hopes to
putan end to this clashand regain the lostland.

We all pray to the Almighty and hope that after this long
struggle, Palestinians will be able to get their land back.

CantaraWali Ruhi, JUJ

Tsunami

The unprecedented and
unkind torture of the Tsunami
in the wake of an earthquake
that befell several nations of
Asia, and brought in miseries
and sorrows of an unparalleled
kind, foundsolacein the over-
all feelings of the world nations.
Several countries and the UN
forthwith declared their con-
cern and commitment and
extended generous help and
assistance to all those victims.
And also unprecedented was
the holding of a Joint Interna-
tional Convention of the
nations under the auspices of
the UN at the very centre of the
catastrophe i.e. Indonesia. [
hail these humanitarian and
kind gestures of our brethren
from all over the globe irrespec-

tive of religion, caste or creed.

This is the kind of humanity
that's called for at the hour of
need and we all must hail and
appreciateit.

So, let's all come forward in
such a strength during all such
disasters.

Letus all pray and prove that
we are really lovers of peace,
prosperity, humanity and

and man-made crisis

democracy, not partially but
fully and our commitment is
unbiased and unqualified and
we offer the same , for heaven's
sake, also to the people of Iraq
and Palestine. Every daykillings
of innocent people in both
these countries surpass the

nature's killing through earth-
quake or Tsunami, The tragedy
that engulfed the five nations
could not be checked or con-
trolled by humans but the man
made tragedy that devastated
these two countries and anni-
hilating the two innocent

nations cannot be ignored and
tolerated any more or dis-
counted on the plea of install-
ing elections or favouring so-
called democracy. If the so-
called saviours cannot really
save them they will perhaps
need another kind of Tsunami

to wipe out the invading forces
in the sacred lands of Iraq and
Palestine. .

In conclusion, our govern-
ment should learn from these
natural calamities and be pre-
pared to face them by installing
early warning systems and
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ensuring all concerned to be
able to face and overcome any
disaster.

This time we have been
spared, but who knows what's
there in store for us in the
future?

AFRahman, On e-mail



