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Top brass to get Tk
lowest staft Tk 5,89

Pay Commission finalises report; measures will
need Tk 5,249 crore in addition

INAM AHMED

The top most civil servants should

get Tk 27,500 in basic salary and

. those at the lowest rung Tk 2,800,

. according to the National Pay

Commission which will submit its

recommendations to the govern-
mentbymonth-end.

This means a 57.87 percent rise

for the top brass and 70.17 percent

for those at the bottom from the

existing pay structure, according to
commission sources.

‘When added with all allowances,
the highest salary of a civil servant
would come to Tk 46,300 and the
lowest Tk 5,896.

The lowest salary has been fixed
keepinginmind the calorie intake of
ahousehold of four persons.

The new pay scale will take effect -

from January 1,
The commission, headed by

former cabinet secretary Mujibul

allowancein 2003.
The commission has also recom-

mended that civil servants should
: lunchandprayers.

pay their own income tax. Staffs will
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: 2-day holiday,
. paternal leave
: suggested

Hag, has estimated that the cumula- :
tive inflation increased by 31.76 :
percentsince 1997 when the last pay
scale was implemented. But during -
this time, the government staffs :
received only 10 percent dearness !

STAR REPORT

The National Pay Commission has
recommended two days of weekly
holidayon Saturdayand Sunday.

It also wants the office timing to

¢ be from 9:00am to 5:00pm with

break between 1:00pmto 1:30pmfor

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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Saarc Summit
likely to be
curtailed

India proposes Feb 6-7
P11, Istamabad

The Saarc summit is likely to be
curtailed by a day with India sug-
geshngPebma:ry 6 and 7 for holding
the meet in Dhaka which was earlier
postponed due to the tsunami
disaster, official sources here said
yesterday.

India has informally conveyed
the dates to Pakistan, which is the
outgoing Chairman of the seven-
nation South Asian Association for
Regional Co-operation (Saarc). the
sources said.

Other members of the grouping
have also given their consent to the
dates and an official announcement
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TRI-NATION ENERGY MEET
Dhaka agrees to gas
pipeline transit

MoU to be signed in Dhaka

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh, India and Myanmar
have agreed to co-operate in gas
exploration and an overland pipe-
line project to pump offshore natu-
ral gas from western Myanmar to
energy-hungry India through
Bangladesh.

The understanding was reached
at a tripartite meeting of the energy
ministers concerned in Yangon that
ended yesterday; according to ajoint
press statement received here
through fax.

A techno-commercial working
committee will be formed toidentify
the areas of co-operation, collabora-
tion and investment to develop
natural gas resources, infrastructure
and marketingin the region.

The statement said an interna-
tional consortium to be formed on
the basis of a tripartite agreement
would export the Myanmar offshore
gas to India through a pipeline
across Bangladesh.

The route of the pipeline will be
mutually: finalised ensuring cach
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A number of CNG-run three-wheelers queue up at afilling station in Mirpur and spend hours waiting for gas vesterday as an acute shortfall in the gas supply
crippled some areas of the capital for the last few days.
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pa* 2002 |
for latest cricket updates
from your GP mobile

2nd Test from today

SPORTS REPORTER

Habibul Bashar's men will look
forward Lo aseries victory when they
take onZimbabwe inthe second and
final Test at the Bangabandhu
National Stadiumtoday

Bangladesh are leading the series
1-0 following their 226-run rout of

‘ the visitors and although a draw will

hand them a series victory, the
Tigers are upbeat to complete a

" whitewash.

In front of a holiday crowd the
match will start at 9:30am with
Bangladesh Television and ESPN
beaming live coverage from the Big
Bowl.

The home side, buoyed by their
maiden Test win, will field an
unchanged side on a wicket that is
expected to help the spinners as the
five-day game progresses.
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IBERAL ARTS BANGLADESH

A NEW VisioN r/v' PG HE R .EDA(G;A 7O

FACILITIES

Own 8-storied buildingfor unive rsity use anly.

Hi-tech classrooms, activity areas, and meeting rooms.
- Awell-stocked library with computerized cataloguing _f\ystem
- Modern computer labs and free emalflfntemet access,

. Anda great coffee shop!

NON ACADEMIC AID & OPPDRTUN!TIES
ULMB offers special scholarships for -

* Good but needy students.

Sportspersons performing at national or competitive level,
- Artists, performers and musicians with proven abilities.
All fernale students will get 10% discount; siblings also ge1 discuum

. ADMISSIONS ELIGIBILITY

* Minimum GPA of 2.0 in SSC and H5C, or GPA of 2.0 in ‘0" and ‘A’ Ieveis. or equ watent results
from other. educational systems are eligible to apply for admission.”

NB:Students with comparable results in the old HSC system ar in any internat mnai system
are also eligible for the maugural year scholarshlps Different criteria for aid do not apply

o concurrentiy

1as E'» mmmo' :

programs

English & Humanities
Media Studies & Journalism
Business Administration
Computer Science & Engmeerlng

For furthar dstaﬂs please mnlsci Reg!slrars Dﬁnce 9, DG am to 5, 00 pm Sunday Thursday
Meena House, 116 Arjatpara Mohakhal, Dhaka-1215, Bangladesh, Phone : 9111890, 8124378

' 8128376, 'Fax :

880-2-9119585, Web_ Wiy ulabd net, E-mail

admissions@ulabd.nel,

Poor gas supply
hits homes,
businesses

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The gas-run industries and house-
hold users and gas stations in the
capital and adjacent districts have
been facing acute shortage of gas for
the last few days due to shortfall in
production against the rising
demands.

Meanwhile, against the back-

drop of the crisis, the government
has decided to increase the gas
prices with effect from the current
month.

The energy ministry has set the
monthly tariff for a single burner gas
oven at Tk 350 from its current price
of Tk 340 while for the double burner
it is upped to Tk 400 from Tk 390.
Domestic consumers who use
meters have to pay Tk 130 for every
1000 cubic feet of gas. The earlier
rate was Tk 126. For power genera-
tion the'rate will be Tk 73.91 upped
fromTk72.45.

Gas price for commercial use has
been upped to Tk 233.12 from Tk
228.50. For the use of fertiliser
industry the rate has been fixed at Tk
63.41 while for industrial use at Tk
148.13 from Tk 145.20 for per 1000
cubicfeetofgas.
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5,000 on-trial graft
cases run into snags

ACC to serve letter on 22 more
ministries about missing vehicles

JULFIKAR AL1 MIANIK

Over 5,000 on-trial corruption cases
filed by the former Bureau of Anti-
Corruption (Bac) have run into
snags, as former Bac officials are not
appearing in court because of their
present status as ‘reserved govern-
mentemployces'.

The Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) isnow supposed
to run the cases after the dissolution
of Bac, butitis facing difficulties due
to the row between the government
and the ACC over the status of for-
mer Bacemployees,

The commission is considering
seeking urgent government direc-
tives to continue the cases.

The ACC will, meantime, send a
letter tomorrow to 22 more minis-
tries , asking them about several
thousand missing vehicles,

It has also begun investigation
into eight other corruption com-
plaints including three in the mobile

phone project of the state telecoms

manﬁpo]y Bangladesh Telegraph )

and Telephone Board, the shipping
ministryand the forest department.

The government yesterday
withdrew Reza-e-Rabbi who it
appointed as ACC Secretary on
December22.

The fate of the on-trial corrup-
tion cases was thrown into uncer-
tainty immediately after dissolution
of Bac on November 21 with the
formation of the commission.

Uncertainty loomed over the fate
of 1,107 Bac staff due to the ongoing
debate about whether they would be
absorbedinthe commmission.

On taking office on November 23,
ACC Chairman Justice Sultan
Hossain Khandeclared them as ACC
staffs, saying a screening would be
conducted later to finalise who
would continue in the commission.

But the government, on January
3, ordered themnot towork with the
ACC until formulation of necessary
rules and regulations and declared
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TODAY'S ISSUE 72 PAGES

Thank You
Readers

As we had pledged so have
we performed: Journalism |
without Fear or Favour, The
only asset of a newspaper is
its readers. Readers support
anewspaper only when it is
able to win their trust and
respect. On the occasion of
our 14th anniversary we
most humbly state that our
significant rise in circulation
proves that we have gained
both. We express our
profound gratitude and
sincere thanks to our
readers and advertisers for
their support in making us
by far the largest-circulated
English daily in the country.

In the coming vears, we
commit to serve our readers
even better and to protect
their “Right to Know"" with
greater professionalism and
our characteristic courage.
We look forward to a more
fruitful partnership with
them to make our beloved
Bangladesh a better country
for us all.

-Editor

US bill to allow -
free access-of -
LDC goods soon

MONJUR MAHMUD

A bill granting duty-free access for
all products from 15 least developed
countries including Bangladesh to
the US market is going to be tabled
in the US Congress by February 2.

An influential Democrat senator
andaRepublicanone have agreed to
sponsor and four others to support
the bill slyle[] the Least Developed
Economies Economic Development
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Watch a Star being born tonight at 9.30 pm on
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