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All Black Wilson

surprisingly
recalled

AFP, Wellington

The stellar career of double All Black

Jeff Wilson was stunningly revived |

Wednesday when he was recalled to
the New Zealand cricket team for the
series against a World XI later this
month.

As a teenager, Wilson played
international cricket and rugby for
New Zealand before opting to con-
centratesolelyonrughby.

Then in May 2002, at the age of 31,
he retired from all levels of rugby to
returnt to cricket, and within three
years has earned international status
again.

"It's going to take me a little while
to get my head around the fact I'm
back on this stage again, I thought
those days were gone," said Wilson
who brings a star quality to a series
already brimming with modern
cricketgreats.

"I knew if [ had a strong one-day
(domestic) season I'd be in the back
of theirmind but I was probablymore
redlisticabout nextseason.”

His inclusion was the only sur-
prise in the Black Caps squad for the
one-dayseries startingon January 22,
which replaces the Sri Lanka tour
postponed after the devastating
tsunamis swept through the Indian
Oceanlast month.

New Zealand coach John
Bracewell said the selectors had been
watching Wilson closely and have no
doubtheisadynamicericketer.

"His match-turning ability is
undoubted and we just need to see if
he can step up to this level again and
also see if he can perform in a travel,
play, travel environment."

He comes in for injured pace
bowler Ian Butler who is to undergo
rehabilitation for the bulging disc in
his back, resting for two weeks before
makinga domestic return.

Wilson last played cricket for New
Zealand against Australia in 1993,
striking an unbeaten 44 off 28 balls to
propel his team to a final-over victory
at Hamilton.

Later that year, one day before his
20th birthday, Wilson made his rugby
Test rughy debut against Scotland in
Edinburgh, scoring three tries.

He played 60 Tests at wing and
fullback for the All Blacks, scoring 44
tries which places him second on the
all-time New Zealand Test list, two
behind Christian Cullen.

SQUAD

Stephen Fleming (captain), Nathan

Astle, Mathew Sinclair, Scott Styris,

Hamish Marshall, Chris Cairns, Jacob

Oram, Brendon MeCullum, Jeff

. Wilson, Daniel Vettori, Kyle Mills,
Daryl Tuffey. i
Pakistan win
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“When he gets going it is very diffi-
culttostop him."

Inzamam said the win was
important after Pakistan's poor
form on tour and should be a big
helpleading intothe one-dayers.

Haddin said Pakistan had shown
they had some talented one-day
players but predicted the tourists
would still struggle against
Australia.

" The tourists, however, had
another good news. Injured fast
bowler Shoaib Akhtar should be fit
for the tri-series, Inzamam said.

Speaking after the warm-up
match, he said he was confident the
wotld's fastest bowler would be able
to play.

And he said Shoaib was likely to
get his eye in by playing in the first
international Twenty20 match to be
staged in Australia, between
Pakistan and Australia A in Adelaide
on Thursday.

Twenty20 matches allow for just
20 overs per side as opposed to the
usual 50 overs in a normal limited-
oversmatch.

"Hopefully he is playing tomor-
row,” Inzamam said. "He is fully
better now and hopefully he is
playinginthe one-dayseries."

Shoaib suffered back and ham-
string strains which have been
treated with a series of pain-killing
injections.
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APPRECIATION FROM PEERS: The Cricketers Welfare Association of Bangladesh presenting a floral bouquet to
Bangladesh captain Habibul Bashar and his team yestarday at the Bangabandhu National Stadium on winning the
maiden Test.

'Australia won't write
oft Windies, Pakistan’

ﬁ Cricket

AFP, Melbourne

Rising Australian batting star
Michael Clarke Wednesday played
down suggestions his team would
breeze through the upcoming tri-
nations one-day interational series
here.

A potentially-depleted Australia
will square-up to the West Indies in
the opening match at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground on Friday to kick-
start the series that also features
Pakistan. ?

In all, the teams will play each
other three times before the top two
meetinabestofthree finalsseries.

But Clarke dismissed any sugges-
tion that his world-champion team
would breeze past two of cricket's
more unpredictable sides, despite
their recent 3-0 Test series win over
Fakistan.

*I can only look back at the West
Indies in the ICC (Champions)
Trophy and they won that and they
played great cricket throughout the
wholetournament,” Clarke said.

"] think it's going to be a great
series, and Pakistan will be a real
tough team to beat in the one-

dayers."

Australia may take on the West
Indies missing at least two key bats-
men, including Clarke, who has a
mysterious foot injury, and Simon
Katich, the replacement for regular
opener Matthew Hayden who is
beingrested.

Katich has an acute throat infec-
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MICHAEL CLARKE

tion which has seen him isolated
from his teammates while a decision
on Clarke's availability will be made
onThursday.

Scans on his injured right foot
Wednesday did not reveal the source

ofthe soreness.

Should the pair be forced out, in-
form Test opener Justin Langer, who
has not been considered for one-day
cricket for eight years, could be called
into the side.

Heplayed thelast ofeightone-day
internationals against England at
Lord'sin 1997.

Hayden, the regular opening
batsman for Australia in both Test
and one-day cricket, has been rested
by selectors for two games after
appearinglethargicand outoftouch.

Hewill notbe recalled for theWest
Indian match, selectors said.

Other possibilities include
blooding Australia A batsman David
Hussey who made a century against
the West Indies in Hobart last week-
end and 45 in the match against
Pakistan in Adelaide onWednesday.

Despite the setbacks, Clarke
remainsconfidenthewillbe fitto play.

"It feels alright at the moment, o
hopefully I'll pull up alright tomor-
row," he said. "I've had a few days
takingit easy, staying off my feet."

The West Indies, who opened
their tour in style with a four-wicket
warm-up win over Australia A,
including a knock of 116 from 86
balls: by captain Brian Lara, will
name their final selection on Friday.

PHL dream begins

@Hockey

AFPB, New Delhi

India is launching a new, hyped-up
field hockey competition from
Thursday in a bid to revive what
was once the country's national
sport till cricket became an all-
consuming passion.

The Premier Hockey League
(PHL), to be played over the next
30 days in the southern city of
Hyderabad, will feature the coun-
try's top talent along with a sprin-
kling of foreign stars led by
Pakistan's world record holder
Sohail Abbas.

The PHL will be held under
floodlights under new rules suited
to generate television revenues
between five teams called the
Sher-e-Jallandhar (Jalandhar
Tigers), Hyderabad Sultans,
Maratha Warriors (Bombay),
Chennai Veerans (Madras) and
Bangalore Hi-fliers.

Matches will be played over
four quarters of 17-and-a-half
minutes each -- instead of the
traditional two halves of 35 min-
utes -- and are guaranteed to
produce results with extended
spells of extra time in which the
number of players on the field will
reduce.

While 11 players will make up a
side during the regulation 70
minutes, only nine will play in the
first 15 minutes of extra-time,
seven in the next 10 and the teams
will keep shrinking till a result is
obtained.

There will also be provisions for
basket-ball-style time-outs.

One match will be played a day
from Thursdays to Sundays from 8
pm (1430 GMT), ensuring prime
time television coverage by the
ESPN-Star Sports channels, better
known for beaming live cricket
from around the world into mil-
lions of Indian homes.

Each team plays the other twice
in the league with the side with the
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maximum points at the end of the
league on February 13 being
declared the winner.

Star cricketer Sachin Tendulkar,
who endorses the ESPN-Star
Sports brand, has been featuring
in advertisements promoting the
PHL and even publicly placed a bet
with Team India colleague
Harbhajan Singh on who will win.

Tendulkar backs his home team
the Maratha Warriors to win.
Harbhajan supports the Jalandhar
outfit.

"Sachin's Ferrari will be mine
by next month," Harbhajan joked.

Abbas, who retired from inter-
national hockey in December, is
among the 10 Pakistani players
featuring in the league. The other
foreign players are Spanish vet-
eran Juan Escarre and Kuhan
Shanmuganathan and Nor Haji
Bakar from Malaysia.

Indian Hockey Federation
president Kunwar Gill vowed the
PHL was here tostay.

"Hockey was once our national
sport but its popularity got eroded
once we started faring badly on the
international stage," said Gill.

"We need a tournament like the
PHL to win over fans. [ am certain
that by the time it ends péople will
be hooked to hockey like they are
tocricket." :

India, once the masters of field
hockey, have stumbled badly since
winning the last of their eight
Olympic gold medals at the west-
ern-boycotted Games in Moscow
in 1980. They finished seventh at
the Athens Olympieslast August.

Coria survives
a scare

AFP Auckland

Top seed Guillermo Coria survived a
day of carnage for seeded players at
the New Zealand Open Wednesday
when it took a tie-break in the final
set to quell Frenchman Cyril
Saulnier in their second round
match.

Defending champion and No 3
seed Dominik Hrbaty and No 4 seed
Vince Spadea both fell by the way-
side as the tournament's lesser
lights came to the fore. Second seed
Tommy Roberto went out in the first
round.

Going into the quarterfinals,
Coria is the only seed left in the top
half of the draw, while Chilian fifth
seed Fernando Gonzalez and sixth
seed Juan Ignacio Chela from
Argentina are the only seeds
remainingin the bottomhalf. ;

Coria knows he is lucky to still be
in contention after he convincingly
took the first against Saulnier but
then struggled as the Frenchman
moved up a gear to level at a set-all
before Coria came back to win 6-3,
4-6,7-7.

There were plenty of long rallies
and no shortage of class from
Saulnier, with Coria acknowledging
it was exactly the type of match he
wants in his lead-up to the
Australian Open starting in
Melbourne on Monday.

He plays Belgian Olivier Rochus
in the quarterfinals after the world
No 71 continued his impressive
form with a 6-2, 6-3 win over Italian
qualifier Federico Luzzi.

Rochus epitomises the battlers
who plugaway on the outside courts
while the bigger names take up
residence on centre court.

His win over Luzzi took place on
the same remote territory where he
removed eighth-seeded Peruvian
LuisHorna in the first round.

That changes in the quarterfinals
-- "finally" he quipped -- when he
gets his chance on centre stage
against Coria.

Another outside court regular,
Czech Republic qualifier Jan
Hernych continued his improbable
progressinto the quarterfinals.

Having sent former world No 1
Juan Carlos Ferrero flying in the first
round, he removed the last of the six

Spaniards who started the main’

draw; Albert Martin 6-46-2.
Veni vidi vici
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because we were probably third or
fourth on strength on paper before
thestartofthe league," he added.

Alkram was relishing the prospect
oftakingon Abahani in thelast game
which is sure to be an emotional
occasion forhim.

"We would like to finish the
league on winning note. A loss won't
matter in the next match but we
would like to seal the championship
with as many victories as possible,"
said Akram whose side's only league
defeat came in their second game
againstlast twoseason's champions
Victoria.

It will only be the second time
Akram will play against Abahani
where he spent 16 years with the
exception of 1990 when he led
Brothers Union to league glory:

"Yes, it will be a special occasion
playing against Abahani where 1
won so many crowns. For the last
three or four years, Abahani have
felded weak teams in the league
which was one of the reasons why [
had left the club. I took captaining
DOHS as a challenge. I am grateful
to the Almighty for this success,"
saidAkram.

In other matches of the day,
Indira Road Krira Chakra upset
Bangladesh Biman by 55 nuns in a
reduced 26-overs a-side match.
Overnight rain had made the BKSP
ground soggy which delayed the
start. Biman crumbled to 74 all out
while chasing Indira Road's 129.

In an exciting game at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium, Young
Pegasus and Orient Sporting Club
shared points following a tie. Orient
reached 213-9 in 50 overs after they
had bowled out Pegasus for the
same.

POINTS TABLE

Gill said from next year the PHE=

will be played at various venues
like Bombay, Madras and New
Delhi once floodlights had been
installed at the grounds there. He
also promised to sign up more
foreign players.

Prize money worth 7.1 million
rupees (158,000 dollars) will be up
for grabs with the winner getting
67,000 dollars and the runners-up
22,000 dollars.

For the first time if Indian
hockey, players will earn tourna-
ment fees, ranging from 2,000
dollars for top stars like Abbas,
Escarre and Indian captain Dilip
Tirkey to 15,000 rupees (340 dol-
lars) for the junior-most players.

Millionaire Tendulkar probably
makes more in a day than what
Tirkey will get for a month's
efforts. But at least hockey players
see a chance to start earning their
dues.

Teams play win loss tie pis
DOHS 104090 <58
City ek 2 - 16
Victoria R R Y T L
Biman UL R i e S
Abahanl 10 6 4 - 12
MSC (1 SRS S o SR R
Agrani A A 182 = 008
BU {1 TAge A SRR
Indira (1 L 2 b R
Orient (1SS T S
Pagasus 0. 2° 7 1 '
Uttara {10 et I S
Kenyans pleased
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is happy," Kosgey said, adding: "We

just have to wait to know the verdict

once theinvestigationsare over."
The two ICC officials began a

second round of interviews with the

players on Monday, seeking new

evidence in a match-fixing probe .

that led to former Kenya team cap-
tain Maurice Odumbe being banned
for five yearslast year.

The officials, who last visited
Nairobi in December, are expected
to complete the investigations on
Friday and forward their findings to
the 1CC which will decide the next
courseofaction.

'Warne returning to ODIs’

ﬁlCricket
AFP, sydney

Australia vice-captain Adam
Gilchrist has given the best hint yet
that champion leg-spinnér Shane
Warne may be preparing to returnto
one-dayinternational cricket.
"Ifyou've got any good moneyI'd

ADAM GILCHRIST

suggest you get it on Warney to be
back in one-day colours sooner
rather than later,” Gilchrist told
cable television programme Inside
Cricket.

"There's nothing confirmed, just
afewlittle hints."

Warne originally announced his
retirement from the one-day formof
the game two years ago, citing a
shoulder injury and arguing he

SHANE WARNE

wanted to prolonghisTestcareer.

He had planned to stand down
immediately after the 2003 World
Cup in South Africa but was forced
out of the tournament prematurely
whenhe failed a drugs test.

Warne said earlier in the week he
had thoroughly enjoyed his return to
the international one-day arena
after his successful appearance in
Monday's World XI versus Asian XI
charity clash in aid of tsitnami vic-
tims.

He has three more fund-raising
appearances in New Zealand fol-
lowed by another in Caleutta next
month.

Australian captain Ricky Ponting
told him this week that if he was
going to play all those matches and
keep turning out for the Victorian
state team, he may as well be playing
the tri-series for Australia.

Warne himself was giving little
away about his plans onWednesday,
maintaining he had retired from
one-day cricket.

But he said he enjoyed the 50-
overs-a-side game immensely and
"down the track, who knows?"

Hewitt on course

@Tennis

AFE, sydney

Lleyton Hewitt's domination of the
Sydney International tennis tourna-
ment continued apace with his 17th
consecutive victory here on
Wednesday.

The Australian world number
three and top seed accounted for
French qualifier Amaud Clement 6-
2, 6-4 to advance to the quarterfinals
where he will face former Australian
Open champion Thomas
Johansson.

Hewitt won the Sydney event in
2000, 2001 and last year but faces a
potential threat in the 2002
Australian Open champion
Johansson, who edged out Hewitt's
Davis Cup team-mate Wayne
Arthurs in two tiebreak sets.

"I've got a lot of time for him
(Johansson)," Hewittsaid.

"He's a hell of a player and he's
got all the shots. He's a great
returner and for a smaller guy he's
gotaverybig firstserveand getsalot
of poweroutofit.

"We've had some tough matches
in the past that have probably gone
my way alittle bit more, but I expect
an extremely tough match against
Thomas,"

The 23-year-old Australian leads
the 3lst-ranked Johansson 3-0 in
their meetings,

Hewitt won both their encoun-
ters in straight sets in Indian Wells

and Rotterdam last year and over-
came Johansson in four sets on this
court in the 2001 Davis Cup tie
against Sweden.

Hewitt won the opening set
against Clement on Wednesday, but
was down a break in the second set
in intense heat before clawing back
to win with two consecutive service
breaks.

Rising Swedish star Joachim
Johanison has injury concerns
ahead of next week's Australian
Open after withdrawing from the
Sydney International with a pulled
hamstring.

The world number 11 and tour-
nament third seed retired during the
first set of his second-round match
with Max Mirnyi of Belarus, whowas
leading4-1at the time.

Johansson, animpressive winner
of last weekend's Australian
Hardcourt Championships in
Adelaide, said he will travel to
Melbourne later Wednesday to be
assessed by a doctor to learn the full
extentofhisinjured right hamstring.

"I pulled my hamstring muscle a
little bit yesterday (in the win over
Britain's Greg Rusedski)," the 22-
year-old Swede said.

«/!Ltried to go out there today and
itwas sore when I was practising this
morning.

"I played a few games, but I felt|
couldn't give 100 percent and at this
level there's no way naw you can win
amatch."

Johansson, who put away
American serve-volleyer Taylor

Dent in the Adelaide final, said he
felt a twinge in his hamstring during
the second set of his match with
Rusedski, which he won6-4,6-3.

"T don't know what [ did, but I
started to feel it a little bit and after
my hit today [ got more stiff."

Johansson said he wasn't con-
cerned that the injury hadeut short
his Australian Open preparations,
saying his five matches in Adelaide
and win here over Rusedski had him
fit enough for the best-of-five set
matches atthe grand slam.

"I'vehadalotof matches and['ve
beenin Australia for along time now
solfeel I'mplaying good."

Eighth-seed Dent beat American

compatriot Mardy Fish 7-6, 6-1 and -

will now take on Mirnyi.

"T've spent a lot of time doing
more training and ['ve lost a lot of
body fat around my midsection so
that's probably helping me move a
little bit better around the court,”
Dentsaid.

Spanish [fifth seed Feliciano
Lopezadvanced to the quarters with
a 6-4, 3-6, 7-6 win over Frenchmen
Michael Llodra and will next play
Czech Radek Stepanek who downed
RussianIgor Andreev6-3,6-7,6-2,

Romanian fourth seed Andrei
Pavel took only two sels to oust
Finland's Jarkko Nieminen, 6-4, 7-6
to set up a quarterfinal with Czech
Ivo Minar, who continued his prom-
ising tournament with an easy 6-1,
6-2 win over Spaniard Fernando
Verdasco,
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Australian Lleyton Hewitt stretches to return the ball during a quarterfinal match against Amaud Clement of France
atthe Sydney International Tennis Tournament yesterday.

Agassi, Federer advance

EC A Tennis

AFPB Melbourne

Super-fit Andre Agassi laid the
groundwork for an Australian Open
assault on Fortress Federer with an
opening win at the Knoyong Classic
Wednesday as his Swiss rival stut-
tered inhismatch.

Federer, the world number one
who began 2005 with a 14th straight
title last weekend in Doha, dropped
the first set against Roland Garros
champion Gaston Gaudio of
Argentina before rallying to win 5-7,
6-1,6-4.

Agassi, the ageless veteran who
remains a serious title threat at age
34, got hiseyeinon the Rebound Ace
of Kooyong club, defeating Chile's
Olympie champion Nicolas Massu
6-1,7-6.

The 34-year-old -- looking in
superb condition after a winter
training regime that saw him shed
around five kilograms -- showed
almost no rust and on this showing
will be among the favourites for next

week's Open.

Agassi regularly bench-pressed
141kgs duringhisintense December
training camp in Las Vegas to pre-
pare for the season and harbours
few doubts that 23-year-old Federer
remains the man tobeat.

"Ifyou finish number one for the
year like Roger did, that's anincredi-
ble effort," eight-time Grand Slam
winner Agassi said of Federer's 11

titles last season, including three of

the four Slams and the Masters Cup.

"He's setting the standard and
making all of us work harder. I'm
thankful for that."

After his first set stutter, Federer
broke loose with his flowing trade-
mark game to carve out victory,
overcoming 49 unforced errors as he
experimented to fine-tune his lethal
game.

While he admitted the Open
challenge was on his mind, he said
he doesn't want to let it slip at
Kooyong.

"For the Open, it'simportant that
my confidence remains high. [ want
to play good matches here also, I
haven't had much of a hit, just 45

minutes on Monday when [ arrived
and anhouryesterday, " he said.

"It was about getting used to the
surface. The conditions are much
quicker than Doha, my timing was
OK, but could have served better.

"All-in-all I'm happy with the
match, and I won it - that's a good
sign. Now I have a day off and hope-
fully play better the nextmateh."

The eight-man Kooyong has
been the event of choice for the top
names in the sport, with eight of the
last 10 champions at the Open

getting their eye in bere, former '

home of the major until 1988,

Agassi, a four-time Australian '

Open winner, struck a dozen aces
and had 34 unforced errors on his

first competitive match since last |

October's loss in the final of the

Stockholm Open. The Chilean

committed4l,

"Ifeltpretty good," said Agassi.

"I like the way the match played
out. I was able to control points if [

hit my shots. I was moving pretty |
well - you had to in order to react to

hisbig forehands.”



