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Coastal defence is national detence

MDbD SAEEDUR RAHMAN

SUNAMI means "harbour

waves" in Japanese. Tsunami

has very low height while
travelling over Deep Ocean. High
waves occur only when it reaches
the shallow waters, typically near
the coast. And as such fishermen
returning from fishing in deep water
find harbours devastated. The
deadliest natural disaster caused by
the tsunami generated from an
undersea earthquake on 26 Decem-
ber, 2004 in the Indian Ocean has
shaken up the world. The mega
thrust earthquake measuring 9.0 at
Richter scale, off the western coast
of northern Sumatra, Indonesia was
the largest of its type since the 9.2
magnitude Good Friday earthquake
off Alaska in 1964. The 2004 rsunami
generated waves of up to 15 meters
in height and even hit Somalia at a
distance of about 4500 km west of
the epicentre. The tsunami traveled
slowly and took seven hours to hit
the farthest coast at the west.
Because of the 1200 kilometer of the
fault line affected by the seaquake
was ina nearly north-south orienta-
tion, the greatest strength of the
Isunami waves was in the east-west
direction. Bangladesh, at the north-
ern tip of the Bay of Bengal despite
being a low-lying deltaic country
escaped this devastation.

The Bay of Bengal is one of the
world's sixty-four Large Marine
Ecosystems (BOBLME) bounded by
eight countries viz. Bangladesh,
India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mal-
dives, Myanmar, Srilanka and Thai-
land. The Bay is a relatively shallow
or embayment of the north-eastern
Indian Ocean covered by the south-
ern part of Bangladesh. It occupies

an area of 2,173,000 Km with an
average depth of 2600 meters and is
1600 kilometer in width. About one-
quarter of the world's population
live in the littoral countries of the
Bay of Bengal with approximately
400 million in its catchment area
subsisting at or below the poverty
level. The Tsunami 2004 on 26
December has freshly panicked the
BOBLME countries.
Bangladesh's coast is
hydrologically aggressive and prone
to extreme cataclysms with eventual
vilnerabilities to the hard core poor.
It has 710 km long coast along the

g

every sphere of livelihood. The tide
along the coast of Bangladesh is of
semi-diumal type. The variation in
tidal range isless than 2 m to about 6
m. The maximum current velocities
vary from approximately 0.1 m/s to 4
m/sin tidal channels.

Under the prevailing south-south
easterly windswith average speed of
about 8 m/s, the average significant
wave height ranges from0.6-1.5 min
the near shore zone to 0.1-0.6 m in
the landward zone of the coast.
During monsoon, wave heights can
exceed 2 mwith periods greater than
6 seconds. Higher waves occur

The coastal defence s;vsttﬂm;J 'nmst be expected to remain
largely the responsibility of the government. If it is
accepted that the coastal defence system must be
preserved, ‘rehabilitation and improvement’ is the only
viable option for the existing coastal embankments
system in the perspective of deadly disasters. There is
no denying the realisation that coastal defence is the
national defence -~ with or without tsunami.

northern tip of the Bay of Bengal.
The coast of Bangladesh, based on
geomorphologic conditions and
hydrological features, can broadly
be divided in three distinct regions:
the eastern, the central, and the
western. It has 25,150 Km' of inter-

nal waterup to base line. The territo-
rial water of the country is 9,100 Km'
up to 12 nautical miles. The esti-
mated total marine water is 166,000
Km. The coastal population is 33
million with about same density as
compared (o the rest of the country.
The povertyrateis higher and access
to common facilities is lower over

mainly during cyclones. About one-
sixth of the ropical storms generat-
ing in the Bay of Bengal hit the coast.
Cyclones occur at a frequency of 1.3
per year. Severe cyclone generates
wind speeds of more than 150
km/hour and surges are 9 m abave
the astronomical tide. Climate
change impacts on the coast of
Bangladesh were investigated
through the simulation of the possi-
ble situation in 2030 allowing for
information derived from a number
of Global Models. The analysis
indicated an increased surge height
of between 5 and 20 percent. Other

Bangladesh Institute of Bank Management

factprs such as possible changes in
the*severity and frequency of
cyclone events were not incorpo-
rated. An indication of the impact of
severe cyclone events on the coastal
population demonstrates that at
100-year return period 3.92 million
peoplewill be athigh riskof devasta-
tion from saline flooding arising out
of extreme hydraulic events.

The 654-kin of sea-facing saline
embankment along the coast of
Bangladesh gradually built over the
last four decades is the living geom-
etry enhancing the degree of salety
to life and property of coastal popu-
lation against the cyclone and
cyclone generated storm surges.
These embankments are still princi-
pally considered as a safety bar to
coastal agriculture only. The
frontline saline embankment along
the coast has seldom been seen or
learnt to have been overtopped by
the past storm surges. The sunami
in media term Asian Quake Disaster
in the hard hit countries has not
surpassed the damages caused by
cyclone in terms of cutting the lives
and properties in Bangladesh dur-
ing 1970 cyclone.

The geographical location of
Bangladesh in relation to the fault
line in the Indian Ocean has itself
made the nation's coast less prone to
tsunami. Bangladesh has no device
for detecting tsunami and monitor-
ing the sea level rise or recording the
storm surge heights. It should there-
fore join hands with the multination-
als in the venture of installation of
tsunami detecting device in the
Indian Ocean for sharing the bene-
fits. The development strategy con-
tained in the National Water Manage-
ment Plan "continue as at present”
approach is a less viable option for
the existing coastal embankment
system than it is for inland schemes.
Unless increased funding for adapta-

 tion to changing nature is provided

Assessing objectives of American
foreign policy

MoHAMMAD AMJAD HOSSAIN

HERE has been clamor
among the Republican
lawmakers in particular for
the farmulation of objectives of the
foreign policy during second termin
office of President Bush. Swearingin
ceremony of the President would
take place on January 20.They are of
the view that this has become all the
more imperative in respect of hard
economic reality in the country. In
the words of Senator Chuck Hegel of
the Foreign Helations Committee,
"there is no question that the Bush
administrationis going to be dealing
with an immense budget challenge.
The pressure from our budget diffi-
culties will allow the Bush adminis-
tration very limited margins in both
foreign and domestic policy." With a
budget deficit of $ 412 billion cou-
pled with $ 600 billion worth of trade
deficits American administration is
econumically in a bad shape, to say
the least. The new 5350 million
pledge by President Bush for tsu-
nami affected region in Asia and
Africa would eat up the entire bud-
get earmarked for disaster relief.
Economic Freedom and Wall Street
Journal in a recent survey placed
America as 12th rich country in
termsofeconomicindex
Bush administration will be
facing daunting challenges around
the world. Gigantic humanitarian
problems coupled with on-goingwar
in Iraq and the proposed election
there and unresolved Middle East
problem remain to be addressed
during thesecond terminoffice.
Bush administration has alreacy
embarked on a massive scale of
relief operation in the tsunami
affected region, which will bring

Mirpur, D haka-1216 and beneficiary participation in ,(Il.i]"';d:;;ﬁ :Jrf' &2;3?&??:&;’:?&15[
WANTED B e e L e State Colin Powell in the affected

Bangladesh Institute of Bank Management, which imparts training to mid and senior level bank
exccutives and runs an MBM degree program and a Diploma program in computer science invites

2. The recruitment would be restricted to the following disciplines in the subject specialisation

Organizational Behaviour, Business Communication, Industrial Psycholcgy

e 'Fnance &Bankmg ! Gnrmmeﬁmnce,,ﬁmamml [nmumons.Ma.nagemcm. LCamm;rcml AR TTS
“Bafldng, ' Investmenit Banking " !

Computer Science  Computer Programming, Systems Analysis, Network Administration,
E-Commerce, Management [nformation System.

Qualifications, Experience, Publications & Age.

through proper channel.

having publications in reputed journals.
4) For the discipline of Computer Science the candidates should have Master's in Computer
Science/B.Sc. Engineering in Computer and Electronics or Master’s in Statistics, Mathematics,
Applied Physics, Economics, Business Administration, Commerce, Business Studies along with
diploma in the area of computer programming or systems analysis.
5) Candidates should be aged upto 30 years on the date of publication of this advertisement. The
age could, however, be relaxed in the case of candidates having excellent qualifications.
6) Candidates having outstanding qualifications may also be given advance increment(s) or offered
appointment as Assistant Professor in the scale of TK. 10000-300x4-11200-350x4-12600.

3. Application showing the personal profile inclusive of details of academic qualifi ications,
teaching/training experience, publications with attested copies of the educational certificates, mark
sheets, character certificates from Class | Officer of the Government/Bank and two passport size
recent photographis along with Bank Draft for Taka 200 (non-refundable) in favor of BIBM should
reach the Director General, Bangladesh Institute of Bank Management, Plot No.4, Main Road No.1
(south), Section-2, Mirpur, Dhaka-1216 by February 03, 2005 Persons in service must apply

TEE 1 Wil

coastal defense system will deterio-
rate, with increased vulnerability to
saline flooding, cyclone surges, and
1sunami.

provide adequate protection to life

as for inland schemes in the immedi-
ate days. As in other countries, there-
foire; the chistal defende systemmest
hie ekpectdd td fentain’ fargely' the
responsibility of the government. Ifit
is accepted that the coastal defence
system must be preserved, ‘rehabili-
tation and improvement' is the only

required for newly accreted land. In
any event, accreted area should be
undertaken only when natural accre-
tian processes are substantially
completed and should provide for
periods of further inter-tidal phy to
restore drainage system and raise the
land. Afforestation (o provide some
protection against wave action and
to promote accretion is animporiant
part of this process. The National
Water Management Plan in the
backdrop of slower accretion of
coastal lands recommends that
coastal reclamation projects will be
less attractive in the next 25 years. Yet
there is no denying the realisation
that coastal defence is the national
defence--withorwithout sunami.

Md, Saeedur Rahman [s Chlef Engineer, BWDB,
Dhaka,

region along with Jeb Bush, gover-
nor of Florida State would help
establish rapport with the govern-

Muslim countryin the world, is seen
as useful diplomacy.

Geoffrey Kemp, an analyst at Nixon
Centre cumnu,nl;etl adyersely., I;\'{
saying, "We can't haye.a war that is
at this point unwinnable and costs
soaring, and a military that desper-

ately needs more support.” Stalled
peace process in the occupied Arab
territories between Palestinians and

his first term in office has led to
misgivings and misunderstanding
not only in Arab and Muslim coun-
tries, but in European countries as
well. Road map drawn up by UN,
Furopean Union, Russia and the
United States should receive priority
of the Bush administration, if they
care to improve the tarnished image
in the comity of nations, On envi-
ronmental issue Bush administra-
tion has been condemned by the
world community because of walk-
ingotitofthe Kyoto protacol.

Waorld attention is focused on the
ensuing election in Iraq on January
30. Although puppet government
has been in place in Traq, Bush
administration has been conduct-
ing business there, including main-
taining law and order and fighting
the insurgents as well. Since many

countries are withdrawing troops
from Iraq, Bush administration has
been trying to maintain asemblance
of a military coalition in Iraq. Bush
administration has recently clashed
with President Putin on the issue of
Chechens and the election in
Ukraine. There has been distinct
differences of opinion between
America and Russia, President Bush
will have the opportunity to meet
European leaders in Februaryon thc\(

Bush administration has alrJady embarked on a massive

Middle East, demonstrable limits on
assembling coalition of the willing,
stretched US forces and skepticism
about America's veracity and compe-
tence."

Inanother area Bush administra-
tion will have serious problem,
which relates to deficits of tade.
Through diplomacy the administra-
tion will encourage investors to buy
more products and there have been
talks in the Congress about increase

scale of relief operation in the tsunami affected region,
which will bring dividend in the ultimate analysis. Efforts
to inject massive scale relief in Indonesia, which is the
largest Muslim country in the world, is seen as useful

diplomacy.

occasion of the summit of European
Union. He may have to face difficul-
ties in bringing Buropean leaders
into confidence because of the way
he is handling [raq issue and the
problem in the Middle East.
European countries are willing to
resolve the outstanding problem
between Palestinians and Israelis.
Former American diplomats at a
recent seminar at George Town
institute for the study of diplomacy,
which was chaired by former defence
secretary James R. Schlesinger, held the
opinion that "President Bush has least
flexibility post-Traq, broad resistance to
US leadership initiatives diminished

US influence in Europe, Asia and the

oftariffon imported products as well.
The issue of trade deficits and related
matters, including food security,
came up for discussion during con-
firmation hearing in the Congress of
the nomination of Secretary of
Agriculture, Governor Mike Jahnns of
Nebraska state, who has been nomi-
nated by the President.

America is having deficit in trade
worth $ 600 billion. Members of the
Senate agriculture committee
emphasised on devising ways and
means to encounter trade deficits
aggressively. One Senator emphati-
cally said that there is i10 reason to
open markets in Japan and Russia

for American beef and poultry, .

which remains closed on [limsy
ground. Governor Mike was urged to
look into the complaint of
Canadians regarding mad cow
disease. Canada is having another
problem on the supply of inexpen-
sive prescription drugs to about
two million Americans, which
Bush administration is likely to
stop.

Misuse of copyright by China hag
received attention of the Committee
during confirmation hearing of the
nomination of Secretary of
Commerce, Carlos Gutierrez, a
Cuban origin American. Many
countries in Asia, including
Bangladesh would likely be affected
this year when non-quota and duty
free system under the generalised
system of preference would be
abolished. The announcement of
appointment of Robert B. Zoellick,
America's trade representative as
Deputy Secretary of State under Dr.
Condoleezza Rice is seen as the
administration would pursue eco-
nomie diplomacy vigorously as has
been the trend of the present day
world. Another significant appoint-
ment is Nicolas Burns, a career
diplomat, presently Ambassador to
NATO, as Under Secretary of State
for political affairs.

It gives the impression that Bush
administration would put emphasis
on developing favourable trade
relations with many countries and
improving relations with NATO
member countries in particular.

Mehammad Amjad Hossaln, g [urmer delnmal,
noy resides in Virginia
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