5 more killed in 'crossfire

STAR REI'ORT

Three suspgcled robbers and two
outlaws died in so-called crossfire
“with ' pnlwe and Rab (Rapid Action
+ ' Battalion) in Jhenidah, Noakhali
and Natore ycsterday, sending the
deathtoll in the: law enforcers'
action in 11 days'to 22 and 169 slnce
Januarylastyear, :

Kotchandpur police arrested
Shanti, 40, a top cadre of outlawed
party Janajuddha, in the Jhenidah
upazila headquarters Monday
evening and took him to
Kotchandpur Police Station for
interrogation,  our Magira corre-
spondentreports. -

Police said their mentook Shanti,
who faced several cases including

* three for murders, to Alangi village
to 'recover’ arms, following 'leads’
extracted fromhim.

As they reached a field in Alangi,
Janajuddha operatives 'fired' on
them at around 3:45am and police

 also 'retaliated’, said'a police officer
fromthe pohcestanon

Shanti ‘attempted to flee from
the police van' during an hour-long
'shootout’ and died on the spot,
policeclaimed.

They also claimed that Assistant
Sub-Inspector (ASD) Saheb Ali' and
constables Mahabul and Serajul
were wounded in the shooting and
that they retrieved one pipe-gun
and two rounds of bullet from the
spot,

In another raid on Borobazar of
Kaliganj upazila in Jhenidah,
Kaliganj police arrested infamous
bandit leader Goutan, 45, allegedly
a leader of inter-district robbers'
gang Mondaynoon.

Police later took him to Pirojpur,
a village beside Kaliganj-Jessore
highway, to seize arms where
Goritam's accomplices were learnit
tohavebeento carry outarobbery.

A police officer said his associ-
ates fired onthe law-enforcers when
they reached there at 2:00am. They
also fired back and Goutam died
when he 'tried to get down from a
police van'. The officer claimed two

constables were also injured in the
‘shootout’

Police recovered a pipe-gun, four

bullets and otherweapons.
NOAKHALI

Yakub: Ali alias Jahangir, 30, and
Shahjahan alias Badshah, 28, sus-
pected gangstersinvolved in Sunday’s
robbery of Rupali Bank, were gunned
down at Chhotohasanpur village in
Begumganjupazila early yesterday,

Police arrested Shahjahan in
Chourmohoni, hours after robbers
shot and killed autorickshaw driver
Noor Nabi and knifed two staff of
Rupali Bank while robbing the bank
staff of Tk-8 1akh. Yakub was arrested
in ChawkbazaronMonday.

Going by their confession, police
took Yakub and Shahjahan to
Chhotohasanpur village to ‘arrest
Liton, another gang member, at
2:00amMonday night. -

When police cordoned Liton's
house, he and his accomplices
opened fire to trigger a gunfight,
policesaid.

Yakub and Shahjahan took bul-

lets during the incident and were
taken to the General Hospital where
Shahjahan died late in the night.
Yakub died onway to DhakaMedical
Collegeand Hospital yesterday.

Police claimed five law-enforcers
were hurt in'the shootout and said
they recovered a foreign-made gun
and ammunition fromthe spot.
NATORE
Rab arrested Moslem Mollah, 28,
who is also known as Omar, vice
president of Rajshahi Division
chapter of outlawed Purbo Banglar
Commutnist Party (ML) in Jigrihat of
Bagatipara upazila in Natore
Monday night, our Rajshahi corre-
spondentreports.

A Rab-5 team took him to
Ramananda Khajura of Shingra
upazilainNatoreto arrest his associ-
ates who, according to Moslem,

" werehiding there.

His friends could not be found
there and Moslem contacted them
again over mobile phone and said
they were staying in Itali union, said

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

Penury leads
parents to
donate son

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

"

Extrerme poverty has forced a day
labotirer, Mohammad Ali Molla, to

. donate his 19-day-old son to busi-

nessman Habibur Rahman of; the
rdil bazar area under Jessore Sadar
thana.

Mohammad Ali Molla hails from
shantipur village under Sharsha
upavila of Jessore. He lives on the
platform of the Jessore rail station
with his wife Nasima, 30, who begs
almsfromdoortodoor.

Nasima gave birth to her only

child on December 22 of ldst year. |-
But the couple was unable to wels -

come the birth of their son because
oftheir abject poverty.

Unable to:care for the baby, last
Monday Mohammod Ali and his
wife Nasima gave their 19-year old
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TRI-NATION ENERGY TALKS
India to highlight
gas pipeline
gains to Dhaka

' PALLAB BHATTAGHARYA, New Dethi

Indian P\etrolemn Minister Mani
Shankar Alyar; now visiting Yangon
for a trilateral meeting on energy
cooperation commencing today,
will highlight a series of benefits to
Dhaka of a gas pipeline from
Myanmar to India through
Bangladeshterritory.

Bangladesh, already indicating
its willingness to consider the pipe-
line project which will eamn it an
estimated 125 million dollars in
; SEEPAGE 11 COL 7

PHGTO‘ STAR

Thebumt, bent carcass ofa we!l head Iymg abandoned in Tengratila gas field in Sunamganj bears. testumony to the
intense fury olSaturday s blow-out thattriggered amass panic in the surrounding areas.

Gas still leaks from 30

points, air stinky

PINAKI ROY with IQBAL SIDDIQUIL
from Sylhet

The raging flames that had leapt
about 100 feet at Tengratila gas field
in Sunamganj on Monday and
started spreading to nearby villages
subsidedto 10 feetyesterday, renew-
ing hopes the blaze might extin-

guish soon.

The flames had 'shot up to about
300 feet on Saturdayand subsided to
10to30 feeton Sunday.

Gas was still spewing out at more
than 30 points in the area and bub-
bles of gas were seen in the local
water bodies also yesterday. The
main drilling well that had exploded

earlySaturday now lnoks like apond

andgasleakage fromit continued.
The air within one square-
kilometre area around the gas well
remained stinky until yesterday. No
birds or animals were also seen in
the area that virtually gives a
deserted look with' about 10,000
SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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Haijj pil'grims
stranded

at ZIA
Passengers blast

Saudi airlines: -
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Over 300 passengers, mostly. Hajj
pilgrims, of a Jeddah bound flight of
Saudi Arabian Airlines (SAA)
remained stranded at the Zia
International Airport for over 10
hoursyesterday.

The flight SV5767 of SAA, which
was scheduled to depart at 11 in the
morning, did not leave Z1A till filing
ofthereportat8:00 pm.

The passengers were served with
hardly any food and beverage dur-
ing the long delay that had been
attributedto a'technical fault',

Conventional practices and
tules, however, obliged the airlines
to provide food and beverage and
hotel accommodation in'case of
suchprolonged period of delay.

The aitline officials issued the
boarding cards to passengers, many
ofwhomreachedthe airport earlyin
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Eid-ul-Azha on
January 22

BSS, Dhaka

The holy Eid-ul-Azha will be cele-
brated on January 22 as Jilhajjmoon
was not sighted anywhere in the
countryyesterday.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the Moon Sighting
Committee at the Islamic
Foundation yesterday evening with
State Minister for Religious Affairs
MosharrefHossain Shahjahaninthe
chair,

Director General of the Islamic
Foundation AZM Shamsul Alam,
Khatib of Baitul Mukarram National
- Mosgque Moulana Obaidul Haque,
" Principal of Madrasa-e-Alia. NuI

4 “Mohammad, “Khatib ~of “Lalb

Shahi Jam-e-Mosque Moulaha

% | Mohammad Aminul Islam and

other members of the committee
attended themeting.

RU TEACHER MURDER
Student strike

today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

.Six opposition-backed student

organisations enforce a country-
wide strike in the educational insti-
tutions today protesting the killing
of Rajshahi University (RU) teacher
DrYunus. .

Bangladesh Chhatra League

 (BCL) led six student bodies under

Anti Terrorism and Anti Communal
Alliance has called the strike today
to press home three-point demand
including arrest and exemplary
punishment of the killers of Prof
Yunus, security of teachers and
freeing educational institutions
fromterrorism.
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In memory of

Demra OC, ASP
charged with
taking bribe

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A case was filed yesterday: against

§ the officer-in-charge (OC) and three

other policemen of Demra Police

§ Station, a CID assistant superinten-

dent of paolice (ASP), and a man on

i chargesoftaking Tk30,000inbribe.

Advocate Atiur Rahman of

@8 Mohammadia Housing Society at

2nd death Anniversary

| personality, a famous Industrialist, a social worker, a
| charitable man and a former member of Parliament.

i the departed soul of Late Al-haj A.K. Shamsul Alamin. |

Humbly, we remain,

All family members and
Officers, Staffs and Workers,

Shamsul Alamin Group

Alamin Centre, 25/ A, Dilkusha C/ A, Dhaka - 1000

Mohammadpur in the capital filed

d the case with the Court of

Metropolitan Sessions Judge,

% Dhaka.

Atiur accused OC Mohammad
Gaffar, ASP Quammul Hassan, sub-

W inspectors (SIs) Sahadat Hossain,
i Mohammad Kashem and Abdur
i Razzak and one Khondaker Ruhul
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| Today is ‘.'l_2_f11 January, on this day we deeply remember | IS body sees BSTI
l our dearest founder Chairman of Shamsul Alamin §

| Group ILa'te_Al-'haj' A K. Shamsul Alamin, a renowned §

failure to check
inferior goods

: 8 STAFF CORRESPONDENT
| We pray to Almighty Allah to grant eternal peace for §

Adulterated goods have flooded the

§ market due to the failure of BSTI

(Bangladesh Standards and Testing

§ Institution) to monitor the madrket,
‘B Mahmudul Hasan, chairman of the
i parliamentary standing committee
# on industry ministries said yester-
§ day.

"We are at the top inthe world in

il corruption and also in swindling
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Mongla Port under
'mafia’ grip

JS body for 50pc cut in staff

SHAKHAWAT LITON

The shipping ministry is held hos-
tage by the 'mafia’ in Mongla sea-
port and it cannot implement mea-
sures to make the port operations
smooth and efficient, observed a
parliamentary bodyyesterday., -

The parliamentary standing
committee on shipping ministry
after discussing the prevailing
situation of the port, made a set of
recommendations includinga40-50
percent manpower reduction at the
country's second seaport.

Throughintelligence sources the
parliamentary body received alistof
11 mafiosi who lord it over now the
problem-ridden port hampering
government initiatives to improve
its mnanagementand operations.

The standing committee how-
ever did not disclose the names of
the mafias anditdecidedto send the
list to the home ministry for taking
legalactions.

The mafia has been creating
problems to the smooth operations
of the port, which has become a
losing concern, observed
Committee Chainnan and ruling
BNP lawmaker Golam Mohammad
Sirajatthe meeting.

The parliamentary body identi-
fied 'excess manpower' as a major
drag on the port and recommended
cutting at least 40 to 50 percent
%, it

manpower under the golden hand-
shake programme started lastyear.

The port authorities failed to
implement the programme due to
strong opposition from the labour
leaders and vested interest groups,
the committee observed,

The committee chairman said
the vested interest groups jump to
ships as soon as they anchor and
capture the work of cargo unload-
ing. "Twenty-four people gather for
a work which can be done by 12
labourers,"he said.

"The labour leaders and the
mafia are using the labourers as
their cadres," said the commjttee
chief. He also blamed the dock
labourers! board and the stevedores
association for the prevailing situa-
tion.

The parliamentary body asked
the shipping ministry not to make
any fresh recruitment at the port at
this: moment. It however recom-
mended allocation of a fixed budget
for dredging to ensure navigability
ofthe portchannel.

The committee also suggested
moving the customs office from
Khulna to Mongla Port immediately
as the port users have to go to
Khulnafor customs clearance,

All the recommendations will be
sent to the prime minister for her
consideration, the committee
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Battered stocks spark
investors' protest

DSE index sheds 133 points, CSE 206

M Sﬁmsﬁn RAHMAN

The Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE)
General Index took a massive

*183.13-point tumble yesterday

triggering widespread protests
among the small investors who
blamed the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) for the curmrent
bearish trend.

Accusing the capital market
watchdog of deliberately touching
off the slide by changing the bourse
members' margin regulation, small
investors staged a protest rally
outside the DSEpremisesyesterday.

Trading on the country's prime
bourse began at 9:00am with the
General Indexat 1876 points.
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Biting cold, drizzle
to continue for
two more days

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The country experienced a most
gloomy, weather yesterday shad-
owed by a cloudy sky, with drizzles
and icy gusts chilling people to their
bones and paralysing normal life,
The inclement weather brought
in by an amalgamation of eastern
and western depressions of the
Ganges in West Bengal and a high

| “velogityjetairinthe highersphereof

the atmosphere over the country is
likely to continue for the next two to
three days, met office sources said.

The highest rainfallwas recorded
yesterday at 64 millimetres in
Khepupara. It was 20mm at Mongla,
9mm at Jessore and Bmm at
Patuakhali,

Although the temperature in the
capital dipped only to 15.5 degree
Celsius, the wind and drizzle made it
biting enough to make people stay
indoors.

The lowest temperature in the
country was recorded at 9 degree

Celsius in Srimongol and 9.8 degree
in Sitakunda.

River vessels and inter-district
buses however left the terminals on
time and flight schedules remained
unchanged.

Talking to UNB, Sujit Kumar Dev
Sharma' of the met office said a
strong western depression now
centred in Afghanistan, Pakistan

and the northwest region of India s .
likely'to be intensified infliencing

theweatherofthe country.

According to his forecast, a cold
waveislikely to sweep the countryin
four to five days when the haze is
cleared.

Light to moderate rain is likely in
many parts of Sylhet, Dhaka, Barisal
and Khulna divisions today, weather
office in the capital forecast yester-
day. The temperature might remain
unchanged in the next 24 hours.

Our Sirajganj correspondent
reporis: A septuagenarian man
named Khokan Ali Khoka of
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ACC meets
ADB on
assistance

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The: Anti-Cormuption Comrmission

westerday sat with the Asian
ent Bank (ADB) officials
to diseuss the made of ADB's pro-
puscd assistapice 1o the commis-
sion,

The ACC, however, did not reach
any decision yesterday on the mat-
ter. The commission had disagreed
with the government when it first
suggested taking ADB's assistance
onSaturday:

"We're yet to reach a final deci-

_sion in this regard (ADB's proposal).

We'll need more time for doing so,””
commission Chairman Justice
Sultan Hossain Khan told The Daily
Starafter themeeting,

Meantime, a meeting scheduled
for yesterday to discuss ACC mem-
ber Prof Maniruzzaman Mian's
letter suggesting ways to properly
nuin the three-member commission
wasnotheld.

The ACC chairman said the ADB
is running a project in Bangladesh
on good governance and wants to
assist the cornmission as part of that
project. "We've inquired about the
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