DHAKA Monoay Janvary 10, 2006

SULTANA RAHMAN

The plan tordevelop four new
graveyards in the city has been
gathering dust at the Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) forlong as it
is yet to be placed before the
Executive Committee of the
National Economic Council
(Ecnec)forapproval..

The five existing graveyards,
meanwhile, are rapidly being
filled up with little space left for
‘burial. The poor and middle
class peoplefinditdifficultto get
a space but influential people
continue to build permanent
gravesviolatingrules.

The Azimpur, Jurain, Mirpur,
Banani and Uttara graveyards
with a total area of 100 acres
accommodate 25,000 bodies a
year. The graveyards where
setting up of permanent graves
is prohibited are supposed to be
prepared for reuse every two
years,

"Although there is a time-
frame, we cannot maintainit.We
have to prepare the burial
grounds before schedule to cope
with the huge demand," said a
caretaker at Azimpur graveyard.
"Sometimes we are compelled
to prepare itwithin sixmonths."

DCCsourcessaidmorethana
hundyed bodies are buried a day
in the five graveyards. Besides,
the corporation receives at least
10 applications a day for perma-
nentgrave.

The oldest graveyard at

- Azimpur is already full while the

expensive burial spaces at
Banani graveyard have already
been booked. The Mirpur
Martyred Intellectuals
Graveyard is reserved for the
privileged class,

The Jurain graveyard in Old

Dhaka has been expanded to
accommodate more bodies
while the one in Uttara is
reserved for the Uttara residents
only, .
Residents fear they will soon
face a serious crisis of burial
spaces as the DCCisyetto setup
new graveyards to meet the

The elites build permanent graves while ihe rest go through much difficulty incating space, as seen at the Shahjahanpur graveyard.

‘growingdemand.

"Everyone wants to have a
permanent grave for their near
and dear ones with their names
inscribed in tombstone,” said
Shamzzaman who was request-
ing the DCC officials to get a
permanent grave at Mirpur
graveyard for his departed

mother.

"] don't care about money, I
need a permanent space so that
my future generation can 1ecog-
nise the grave of their grand-
mother and pray for her,” he
added.

The Azimpur graveyard with
a space of 17.5 acres receives 30

2

i

to 35 bodies a day. The Mirpur
and Jurain graveyards having a
total of75.1 acres land receive 15
1o 20 bodies each. The half-an-
acre Uttara graveyard receives 5
to 6bodies aday.

"The number of deaths is so
high thatwe have to destroy new
graves for reuse," said a DCC
social welfare department offi-
cial on conditionofanonymity.

The Jurain and Banani grave-
yards had some spaces for
permanent graves only four
months ago, but now it has
been prohibited. The charge for
a burial space too high -- Tk
25,000 atJurain and Tk 60,000 at
Banani.

"t is the responsibility of the
city corporation to develop a

large graveyard in the city with,

enough space for burial,"
Shamsuzzaman said.
To cope with the growing

¢ demand, the DCC had chalked

out a Tk 142,06 crore plan for
developing four new graveyards
in the city, which got pre-Ecnec
approval on October 23, 2003,
The proposed graveyards would
have space for 130,000 graves.

Nurul Alam, social welfare
officer of the DCC, said the new
graveyards at Rayerbazar,
Badda, Jatrabari and Ashulia
would meet the demand for
graves in the next 25 years, "We
don't understand why the pro-
posal is not placed for the Ecnec
approval.”
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The under construction monu-
ment at the Kamalapur Railway
Station, commemorating the
employees of Bangladesh
Railway became martyrs of the
War of Independence, still
remainsincomplete.

According to residents of the
area; the recent beautification
project around the monument
stands to jeopardize the condi-
tion of whateverexists ofit.

"As it was a project under-
taken by the previous govern-
ment, the current government
has not shown much interest in
completingit," said an official of
the Kamalapur Railway station.

The construction began in
December 2000 before it got

_ discontinuedinMay, 2001.
The official unveiling of the

monument was never held and
no attempt was made to com-

plete it during the last three

years,

The walls of the monument
are not plastered in many spots.
Right next to the monumentis a

bush fromwhere stenchofurine

and human excrement come
out.

"This is ruining the image of
the monument,” said Shahedul
Islam, a resident of the area. On
the other side of the monument
is a nursery from where rubbish
and other disposable materials
are indiscriminately dumped
inside the monument's pre-
mises.

With the upcoming SAARC
summit, the Kamalapur Railway
Station is being beautified by an
agency called ITCL under con-
tract from the Roads and

Highways Department.

The footpaths and the streets
along the station are being
extended. According tosources,
a two-meter pavement will be
constructed right next to the
monument,

"But that 'will also extend the
street and bring it nearer to the
monument,” Shahed pointed out.

"We can not do anything with
the monument until we get
further instructions from higher
authorities," said an official of
the Bangladesh Railway.

Fences enclose the 80 feet
long and 55 feet wide monu-
ment. The four steps of it consist
of brick tiles, The monument
holds the names of the 186
employees and officials of the
Bangladesh Railway who died
duringtheWar of Independence.

Even though the names of

'Railway memorial being
neglected

these individuals were collected
extremely tediously, the monu-
mentis notbeing maintained or
respected in the appropriate
manner.

"We aim to increase mainte-
nance standards of the memo-
rial to the best of our ability in
the near future," said Anhar
Mahmood, Divisional Railway
Manager, Dhaka.

According to other sources,
the Muktijoddha Command
Council (MCC), a body within
Bangladesh Railway, came up
with'the idea of the memorial
and most officials of the railway
think the council is responsible
for the maintenance of the
monument. '

But the limited and ineffi-
cient manpower of the MCC
onlyaddstothe neglect suffered
bythe monument. '

Brokers await clients at the BRTA entrance.

-

sits on plan to develop

Fa1zuL KHAN TANIM and
CHRISTINE WANNER
Even though Bangladesh
Road Transport Authority
(BRTA) has taken steps to
stop the forgery of driving
licences, fake documents are
easilyavailablein the city.

Hundreds of people are
driving with such licences.
Moreover, there is an allega-
tion that a section of dishon-
est BRTA officials grant licen-
ces tounskilled persons,

The BRTA has replaced
paper licences by plastic cards
with security codes and holo-
gram amid strong opposition
from the drivers who prefer to
keep the paperlicences.

This was sixyears ago. And
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still now people say 90 per-
cent of the driving licences
are fake, an allegation BRTA
officials alwaysdeny.

"This not realistic," SM
Abdul Bari from BRTA says.

According to BRTA, there
are 6 lakh driving licences
and 8 lakh vehicles, Officials
say. the fake licences will be
eliminated within the next
twoyears.

However, both BRTA
officials and drivers admitted
the fact that the number of
counterfeit licences contin-
uies to rise as most drivers
who attend the driving tests
are illiterate and they fail to
studythe rules of driving,

These drivers however
manage licences by bribing

Abdul Kalam, a CNG
autorickshaw driver, says,
"There are three types of tests -
-written,vivaand the field test.
Failing in any of these, we are
given theopportunitytoresit.”

"But it is even easier to
obtain a licence by paying a
certain amount of money to
the officer concerned. Thatis
what we have practised so
far," he added.

Both the drivers and the
middlemen' say that forged
plastic card and paper licences
are available. As getting a
licence after passing BRTA tests
in Dhaka is a bit difficult, some
peaple prefer to go to other
districtstoobtainlicence,

Driver Haider from

Mohakhali says, "If we can't
pbtain licences from Dhaka,
we go to Manikganj or else-
where to get an original
licence without sitting for
tests. One has to pay around
Tk 5,000 for obtaining suich a
licence."

The BRTA officials’ how-
ever declined to make com-
ments on theseallegations.

On a question about the
driving ordinance being
outdated, Shahidul Azam,
motor vehicle inspector of
BRTA, said the ordinance of
1983 needs major update as
soon as possible.

"Over the years the traffic
system and rules have
changed a lot and it is high
time for the government to

" BRTA fails to stop forgery of
driving licences

thelicensingauthorities.

take urgent steps to formu-
late a new road safety strat-
egy," headded.

Leading taxicab compa-
nies allege that the BRTA
driving test system is not
reliable as most drivers fail 1o
properly drive a car. But the
BRTAdenied suchallegation.

Kazi Fahadur Rahman, a
resident in Gulshan said: "My
performance in the tests was
quite good, yet I failed. The 1
hadtositforthesecondtimeand
some peaple in the BRIA asked
me to bribe the officials in order
tosecureapassinggrade.”

"Spending TK 5,000 is
much easier to receive an
original licence when there is
practically no value of such
drivingtests," he concluded



