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AX, MIUSABBIR SADI from Chittagong

Fifth days are
pretty special in
Bangladesh's
Test history.
There are very
few occasions when they have
actually taken a match into the last
day and cven when they have man-
aged it, most times they turned up at
the ground just for the oppositionto
complete theirvictoryformalities.

Only once did they go to sleep on
the fourth day thinking they can win
the next day only for Inzamam-ul
Hagq to spoil the brewing party on
that fateful moming in Multan in
August 2003. But nothing can be
compared to the emotions that will
go through their minds on Monday
when the Tigers will try to give the
finishing touches to the hopes of an
entire nation and they will realisti-
callybelieveitis possible,

The thrill and excitement in
anticipation of a first ever Test vic-
tory has gripped the Bangladeshi
cricketers and there was a' certain
buzz about them as they left the MA
AzizStadiumyesterday.

However, captain Habibul
Bashar was not ready to take any-
thing for granted and knows there is
aferyhardday'sworkleft.

"We have never been in such a
situation before, It is stressful
because 1 had to take a lot of deci-
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sions in this Test match for the first
time like when to.declare, how long
to bat, how long we will need to get
themout,” Basharsaid.

"[ also had to think at onc stage
about whether we were going to
force the follow-on ifwe had bowled
them out before that target. These
are all new things for me. But I have
to admit that I am enjoying this
situation. 1 have enjoyed every ball
of this match. We have been waiting
forafinal daylikethis," headded.

When asked whether waiting for
another night would be difficult,
Basharsaid that theyhadalittle time
to prepare for something like this
but he was not jumpinginto conclu-
sions,

"After seeing their first innings
batting, we knownow that theyare a
good side. We can not relax against
them.

"Taking seven wickets from 90
odd overs would not be easy. The
wicket has slowed down in four days
but there is not as much tumn as we
had expected from it. Still we are
hoping to get some tum and if it
behaves like a typical fifth day
wickel, we can get what we are
waiting for. ButI have told my team-
mates lo prepare for hard work
because Zimbabwe have a number
of good batsmen like Masakadza
who is playing well and Taylor who
had looked very compact to me.
Players like Taibu and Chigumbura

Tigers can't wait

also have the capability to bat long,"
said Bangladesh's premier batsman,

"We planned to give them 20
overs today but we had to declare
earlier than that. At tea, we did not
haveenoughruns onboard,” he said
replying to a question whether the
declaration had comelate,

With key bowler Mohammad
Rafique nursing a hamstring injury,
Basharhas some worries but he said
that even ifthe champion performer
gave his 80 percent, that would be
welcome.

"I am still confident but we all
know that the first Test victory will
not come easy. We have to work for
it. So far, things have gone in our
favour. 1 hope for a better tomor-
row."

Bashar said he was happy to
remove three rival batsmen by close
of play. "We wanted to take at least
two wickets, so 1 am satisfied. It will
giveusapsychological edge.”

Bashar's Zimbabwe counterpart
Tatenda Taibu as ever remained
positive and was still believing his
side can chase the kind of target they
have never managed to topple in the
past.

"Tomorrow is a very important
day for us. We have to again occupy
the crease and we only need two
hundreds and we will be close to
winning the game," said Taibu.

"If we can apply ourselves, we

SEE PAGE 14 COL 6
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Out of lavour
Bangladesh bats-
men Al Shahriar
and Hannan
Sarker bludgeo-
ned theirways to
sparkling centu-
ries in a record
296-run second wicket stand as Old
DOHS registered a thumping 218-

‘Tun'victory over Indira Road KC in a

Green Delta Premier Division Cri-
cket League match at the Dhan-
mondiCricket Stadium yesterday.
With the outcome, the newcom-
ers surged ahead in their quest of a
grand league title on debut as they
took solo lead in the 12-team com-
petition securing 16 points from
nine matches, two ahead of holders
Victoria Sporting Club and last
season's runners-up City Club and

Venue: Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium
OLD DOHS: 345 for 6 in 50 overs {Hannan
105, Shahriar 166, Sabbir 16; Mahbub 2-
50, Mustafa2-71)

INDIRA ROAD: 127 all out in 35.5 overs
(Mahbub 39, Palash 31 not out; Sabbir 3-
37, Faisal 2-20)

Result: 01d DOHSwon by 218 runs.

Venue: Fatullah Cricket Stadium

Bangladesh B:man

Biman handed Orient Sporting
Club an 85-run defeat at the Fatullah
Cricket Stadium to share the second
spotwith 14 pointsfromnineoutings.

In the another match, Young
Pegasus upset giant killers Agrani
Bankbysixwicketsatthe BKSP

Defending champions Victoria
will desperately try to win today's
crucial match against out of race
Mohammedan (10 points) at the
Fatullah Cricket Stadium while City
Club need' to beat Abahani (12
points) at the BKSP to keep their
hopesalive.

Old DOHS have two matches
remaining against Brothers Union
and Abahani,

OLD DOHS V
INDIRAROAD

Al Shahriar and Hannan went on a
rampage as Old DOHS piled'up a

RIE

BIMAN: 269 for 7 in 50 overs (Rashedul
62, Humayun 95, Sanwar 57, Extras 24;
Rashed 5-54)

ORIENT: 184 all out in 49.5,overs (Tamim
30, Masum 41, Rashed 24, Yasin 21, Saju
25, Niaz4-28)

Result: Biman won by 85 runs.

Venue: BKSP

- Rezanul 45 notout)

- Blazing Al Shahriar, Hannan

mammoth 345 for 6. Indira Road
never even dared to contemplate
chasing and were all out for 127 in
35.50vers.

Indira Road had made a brisk
startafterdecidingto field firstwhen
new: ball bowler Mahbub Alam
removed Jamal Faisal for naught in
the third ball of the match.

But Shahriar and Hannan had
otherideas. :

Shahriar, who has been continu-
ously reminding the national selec-
tors and is coming off a dazzling
unbeaten centuryfor BCB X1 against
visiting Zimbabwe in a three-day
match at Chittagong last week,
brutally punished the bowlers.

The right-hander's 151-ball 166
was punctuated by nine over
boundariesand eleven boundaries.

The partnership came to an end
in the 45th over when Hannan was

SEE PAGE 14 COL 5

AGRANI: 179 all outin 46,5 overs (Mabud
16, Bashar 32, Igbal 86; Reza 4-34,
Raihan 3-25)

PEGASUS: 181 for 4 in 434 avers
(Junaied 28, Farhad 32, Riaz 46 not out,

Result: Young Pegasuswon by sixwickets.

PHOTO AFP.

LEADING FROM THE FRONT: Bangladesh captain Habibul Bashar, who hit another half-century. in the s&cond
innings, caresses one through cover for a boundary on the fourth day of the first Test against Zimbabwe at the MA
Aziz Stadium in Chittagong yesterday.
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Abahani spoiled Usha Krira
Chakra's chance to finish the Green
Delta Premier Hockey League in
style after the Sky Blues inflicted a 2-
1 defeat on the new champions at
the Maulana Bhashani National
Stadiumyesterday.

Interestingly, the result ensured
that the outgoing champions were
the only teamin 10-teamJeague that
had' a hundred per cent record
against theiropponents.

Abahani finished runners-up
one pointbehind Usha.

With little to play for the final
match ofthe League was adull affair.

Indian Prakash Chakle put

2003-2004

‘Abahani ahead in the sixth minute

from a field goal and captain
Moududur Rahman Shuvo levelled
the margin for Usha in the 29th
minutewithanotherfieldgoal. |
Veteran Musa Miah, however,
with game's third field goal netted
the winnerinthe 61st minute.
Though Usha might not have
been successful against the
Dhanmondi-based club on way to a
maiden title, the old-town side
established in 1975, can be proud of

_ROLL OF HONOUR

Champlons Runners-up

Year
1997-98
1899-2000
2001-2002
2002-2003

Mohammedan  Abahani
Mohammedan Usha
Abahani  Mohammedan
Abahani  Mohammedan
Usha Abahani

Abahani do Usha double

the fact they achieved their best
success inanycompetition.

Two-time runners-up Usha had
in the past pushed pmvarhnuses
Abahani and Mohammedan in
domestic hockey but missed out on
gloryinthelatterstages.

The key to Usha's success lay in
the recruitment of three Pakistani
players including Mohammad
Nadeem, the Olympic team captain,
and the brilliant tactics of coach
Maumunur Rashid.

For Abahani, their only solace
waswinning the curtain-raiser Club
Cup Tournament against arch-rivals
Mohammedan, who despite spend-
ing hugely on local star players, had
adisastrous season.

The Motijheel outfit's title bid
suffered because the club could not

SEE PAGE 14 COL 4

Cricket unites for tsunami victims

AFP, Melbourne

World cricket's elite gather here on
Monday to raise an estimated 10
million dollars (7.5 million ©S) for
the Asian tsunami disaster.

The Rest of the World, led by
Ricky Ponting, will take on the
Sourav Ganguly-skippered Asia in a
one-day international charity
match at the Melboumne Cricket
Ground as world cricket's response
to the shattering events on Indian
Oceanshorelines afortnight ago,

Aselloutcrowd ofabout 78,000 and
millions of viewers from 122 countries
will watch the special match, thrown
togetheratshortnotice.

Not since Kerry Packer's World
Series Cricket in the late 19705 has
there been a more star-studded
gathering of cricket talent in
Australia for one match.

Three of the four all-time leading
Test wicket-takers, including the top
two Shane Warne and Muttiah
Muralitharan, and leading batsmen
such as Brian Lara and Ponting will
play.
All proceeds from the match will
go to aid agencyWorld Vision, which
has already raised more than 20
million dollars (15 million US) for
tsunami victims this weekend from

amassconcertandtelethon.

"Having a gathering of players
like this in Melbourne is great for
this game and it's obviously going to
be great for the tsunami relieffund,"
Ponting said Sunday,

"It's great to sce people have
come from all around the world to
do whatever we can as a player
group and'as a cricket community
for people that are a lot less fortu-
natethanus."

The match has been pulled
together in just 12 days, with most of
the players assembling here Sunday
for a media conference and light
training.

No official estimate has been put
on the funds likely to be raised from
the match, but privately 10 million
dollars is being talked about as a
realistic aim, with one million dol-
lars (750,000 US) already generated
in ticket sales, one million dollars
pledged by the match sponsor and
1,000 dollars a run to be donated by
amobile phone company.

All proceeds from food and drink
sales, auctions of signed shirts on
website eBay, and a telethon to be
held in conjunction with the match
on the Nine Network will also swell
the coffers to aid World Vision'swork
inthe devastated region.

Australian wicketkeeper Adam
Gilchrist, who is also a World Vision

PLAYING FOR A NOBLE CAUSE: Asian cricket superstars listen to speechas at a function in Melbourne yesterday. E pags

ﬂmbsssador, said he hoped the
nation's outpouring of generosity to

They take onthe Rest of the World side In a charity match here today.

help tsunami victims wauldn thea
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Bashar's lucky

pair?

SPORTS REPORTER from Chittagong

Bangladesh
¢ captain Habibul

Bashar contin-
'ued to set the
tréend with his
trusty willow that produced his 19th
Test half-century yesterday.

The country's premier batsman,
who now has 2,287 runs from 33
Tests, stands out among the pack of
Tigers with a few more unique
records.

‘While teammates Javed Omar
and Mohammad Ashraful are a
distant second with sixfifties apiece,
Bashar has already crossed the 50-
landmark seven times against
Zimbabwe alone inclusive of one
century.

Not only that the 28- y{z&r -old,
who has three Test hundreds to his
credit, also holds the distinction of
scoring a pair of half-centuries five
times after his 55 in the second
inningsof the first Test.

The country's second Test venue
has also proved lucky for the elegant

right-hander because it is here that
he scored half centuries in both
innings ofa Test twice earlier. Also, it
isthe third time Basharhas done this
against Zimbabwe.

Javed Omar and Hannan Sarkar,
bothopening batsmen, arethe other
Bangladesh players who have
scored two fifties in one Test. Javed
made 62 and 85 not out on dehu't
against Zimbabwe in Bulawayo in
2001 while Hannan scored 76 and 55
inthe CairmnsTest agmnsmusualta in
2003.

While Bashar stands head and
shoulders above his fellow batsman,
left-arm spinner excels in the b[vwl-
ing.

The leading wicket-taker of a thc
countiry in both forms of the game
took his Test tally to 66 from 17
games after his fifth five-wicket haul
in the first innings against
Zimbabwe at Chittagong.

Bangladesh's firstinnings total of
488 was also their highest in 35 Test.
Besides, setting Zimbabwe a fourth-
innings target of 381 is the highest

SEE PAGE 14 COL 1

_ BASHAR'SPAIROF 508

vZimbabwe

64,76

108,76 v Zimbabwe
60,75 v South Africa
71,108 vPakistan
94,55

vZimbabwe

5-118 Pakistan
5-36 Pakistan
6-122 New Zealand
5-65 Zimbabwe

2000-01

Harare

Chittagong 2001-02
Chittagong 2003
Karachi 2003
Chittagong 2004

Peshawar 2003
Multan 2003
Dhaka 2004
Chittagong 2004

PHOTO; ZOBAER HOSSAIN SIKDER

MAKING EARLY INROADS: Bangladesh paceman Tapash Baisya, who took the first
twoZimbabwe second innings wickets yesterday, follows through on a delivery.

e L L e e RS

to know
your team's
SCOTe NOw.

—
get your team's

Go 1o the message

Tyt
opstion of your handset . RS SER Vi Tennls M

You will get a return SMS
canfirming your team’s

Send* itio 2233 scare ..,

PHOTO: AFP | o

*Charge applicals.

e For more detalls ploase vist www.cellemail.net
R Cafl center (from Sam to Spm); 9134668, 0172599133, 0172151918
,i Ernadli infonlorev.nit, oorefwlonev.net

5

thN:.n'nhnr'

2233

..... cieelll!

* SMS dmrue lppllcnhiu

i

CITYCELL



