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The Zﬁzfﬁg Star

%wm[ Exhibition
- Youngart enthu81sts recogmsed

T

Fayza Hag

HE recent 2004 annual

exhibition at the Institute of

Fine Arts presented a range
of skill and talent. Young enthusiasts
won various prizes and each work
stood outagainst the other.

Tejosh Halder Josh who won the
Shilpacharya Zainul Abedin Gold
Medal had three figuresin black and
gray cement, These broughtin three
barely clad youngsters hard at work
with their books, Two were seated
and one was leaning over. All had
their heads bent over their books, In
drawing the media award went to
Md Minuddin and he had a middle
aged man seated on awooden stool.
Hehad nothingbut a lungitied up at
his waist and drawn up from his
thighs. The details of his body and
face were presented with photo-
graphic details, Equally realistic was
Shougat Shee Shovo's Composition-
I'in pencil. This showed sections of
machines andtools.

The Oriental award had been
taken by Wazmun Nahar Runty and
brought a delightful’ collection of
orange, red and yellow flowers;
peeping from the folds ofa cactus
plant complete with its stems and
thoms, Md Razaul Sadat got the best
print making award with his presen-
tation ofan old, dilapidated car, with
over grown fems and grass, seen
next 10 a building. Kazi Miraj Imtiaj
Rubel's' Composition-1 in wood,

Engrossed, cement by Tejosh Halder Josh won Shilpacharya Zainul Abedin Gold Medal

presented a female figure in the
nude. Itwas simplified and exagger-
ated and reminded one of the figures
of goddesses in ancient times as in
Mohenjo Daro and Harappa. This
won the best sculpture award,

Water colour award winner
Chandan Kumar Barman had a
room littered with furniture. Dilapi-
dated desks, chairs and a table had
been presented with sweeping
strokes of brown, beige, blue and
green. Azman Uddin had won the
graphic design prize. In his brown
and blue poster print, with lettering
in yellow and red was the presenta-
tion of musjcal instruments in an
offbeat way. Tania Sultan'Bristy had
won the pen and ink award with his
presentation of 2 discarded car done
in shades of black and gray, called
Abandoned. Another best prize, this
time in drawing and painting, was
awarded to Maizuddin Liton and his
work, War!mgfard:sonierprc.scntcd ;
anold, brokenjeep.
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‘Memorial Award. This presented

. verandah.

went to Farida Sultana's still life in
acrylic. This presented a melange of
old empty bottles, packets of ciga-
rettes, books and blue jeans.
Farhana Tabassum won the Junabul
Islam award. Thiswasin pen and ink
landscape and depicted the front of
a village cottage with creepers and
curtains. The depiction of the roots
of Peepal Tree won Maturan
Chowdhury a Syed Shafiqul Hossain

simple aspects of an old tree, com-
plete with creepers and their leaves.
Nature was also the subject of
Mazharul Haque Shopon's Study in
watercolour, This captured ferns
and pansies outside a wooden

In ceramic, the best award had
gone to Sagar Chandra Das, with his
Family in stoneware. His four
twisted jars with their lace-like
fronts stood fora fami]y of four, The
face of a bull done in bits of metal
sheets or patina won the craft award,

Drama festival

in Chittagong ends

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT, Crg

The 17 day- long Shabda drama festi-
val titled "Decade of Making and
Tradition" began at the local
Shilpakala Academy in the port city
recently.

Mrinaler Chithi, a solo drama

~ based on the short story of Tagore's

Strir Patra(wife'sletter), wasstaged on
the second day of the festival on
Wednesday. Mrinaler Chithi was the
fourth production of Kalpurush
dramagroup.

Earlier, noted social scientist--
Professor Anupam Sen inaugurated
the festival. Director of Chittagong
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Mahbubul Alam, Akhtaruzzaman,
Mohsin Chowdhury, Ejaz Yousufi and
Mahbub Hasan were thc special
guests.

Subhra Biswas in the role of Mrinal in
the solo drama Meinaler Chithi

Humayun Ahmed
Film Festival

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Impress Telefilm and Star Cineplex
will jointly organise a film festival on
celebrated filmmaker Humayun
Ahmed from January 9 to 15 at the
Cineplex, Bashundhara City.

Professor Anisuzzaman will inaugu-
rate the festival featuring five of
Humayun'sfilms at2pmonjanuary9.
The inaugural show features
Humayun'slastfilm Shyamalchhaya.

National School # Drama Fertival

Inauguration ceremony
Baburnama staged at the opening day

ERSHAD KAMOL, from New Delhi

The colourful musical presentation
of "Rang Sangeet” by the National
School of Drama (NSD) Repertory
Company heralded the inaugura-
tion of the NSD drama festival on
January 5, The venue: Kamani audi-
torium, NewDelhi.

This is the seventh drama fcstival.
also known as Bharat Rang Maha
Utsav, organised by NSD. It has
already received recognition from
the Unesco and the International
Theatre Institute (ITT).

The 16-day long drama festival
was inaugurated by Zohra Sehgal, a
renowned film and theatre person-
ality of India. Professor UR
Ananthamuthi, an eminent scholar
and Neena Ranjan, ‘aer:rctary of
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Ministry of Culture, Government of
India, were the special guests on the
occasion,

56 theatre troupes from different
countries of the world including
Bangladesh, China, Nepal, Pakistan
and India are participating in the
drama festival. Plays are to be staged
simultaneously at four venues in
NewDelhi, .

Responding to the current tsu-
nami catastrophe, Dr. Ankur, direc-
tor of NSD, announced in his inau-
gural address thatall proceeds from
the festival would be given to the
Prime Minister Relief Fund,

TheMahaUtsavstarted with the
staging of Baburnama at
Abhimancha auditorium, Based
on the autobiography of the

Mughal emperor Babar,

Baburnama projects historical
events till the year after Babur's
death. A project of Japan Founda-
tion Asia Centre (JFAC), the presen-
tation of the play is inspired by the
autabiography of the Emperor, but
does not totally follow it. Neverthe-
less, it is interesting to see Babur's
impressions on diverse subjects
including architecture, flora and
fauna. In fact, the autobiography of
Babur represents the art, r:u.ltum
and heritage ofhis time.

Five directors--Azad Abul
Kalam, Abhilash Pillai, Anup Baral,
Ibrahim Quraishi and Ruanthi de

Chikera from five countries of

South Asia-- Bangladesh, India,
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka--
have entered into the world of

Babur and the autobiography

CAT stages The Lesson in Delhl

The Centre for Asian Theatre (CAT)
staged The Lesson, translated by
Saidus Salekeen at Kamani audito-
ritim, in New Delhi on January 7.

The absurd play is about an
insane professor and his student.
The teacher wants to teach accord-
ing to his will--by controlling her
way of thinking. Is The Lesson a
mere play on teacher-student
relationship from that point of
view? At the end of the play, how-
ever, when the teacher, having
failed to control the thought pro-
cess of the student, kills his pupil
and wears a Swastika--the Republi-
can National Committee armband,
it indicates something different.
TheLesion turnsout as an anti-Nazi
play: The way the playwright satires
the misuse of religion and politics
by the ruling force to control the
weaker ones has got a universal
appeal.

Mejrema Reuter's approach to
the playis notmuch different from
the contemporaries of Ionesco. In
most productions of Ionesco's
drama, the character of the stu-
dent is portrayed by a cheerful
young female; Hes directian;-with .
blocking is choreographed down
to the slightest gesture and
nuanced glance, Ionesco's charac-
ters demand robotic presentation.

Rokeya Rafiq Baby, Kamaluddin Nilu and Sabina Sultana in The Lesson

AndiReuterhag suncgshitlly han-{
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~ 8abina Sultana as the pupil was
superb on stage. Sabina with her
counterpart Kamaluddin Nilu/(the

teagher) specidrmed-well fin pre-
senting the stream ofwords, inter-
nal weariness, and childish farces,
in the play, which are the main
aspects of a Theatre of the Absurd.

through a traveller, who unified

the subcontinent. The directors -

have created a theatrical fantasy
through the presentation of
Baburnama.

The play is a multi lingual pro-
duction, in which three
Bangladeshi' performers Jahangir
Alam, Sahana Rahman and Kazi
Taufikul Islam Emon performed in
the roles of Dervish, Ayisha Sul-
tana Begum and Guru Nanak
respectively. All the performers
from the different countries of
South ' Asia in the play used their
respective mother tongues.

The experimental production
generated mixed reaction amongst
the audience the following day, on
January 6, at the Meet the Directors
session.

Bokeya/RafiqBaby-and Azad-Abil

Kalam 8etu ‘were the other two—

performers.
Nasirul Hague Khokon's light-
designwas also praiseworthy:

Brad Pitt and Jennifer Aniston separate

REUTERS

Superstar Hollywood couple Brad Pitt
and Jennifer Aniston have separated
after four-and-a-halfyears of marriage,
but they remain "committed and caring

friends," theysaid on Friday.

The announcement of their split
followed months of tabloid stories
about spousal ups and downs, includ-
ing reporis that Pitt, 41, wanted to.
become a father but Aniston, 35, was

reluctant to start a family.

Aniston had. been photographed
recently without herwedding ring, but
just two days ago the New York Post

A scene from Dui Duari
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splashed a picture of the couple on its

front page with a circle around
Aniston's hand and the headline: "The
Ring's Back On!"

Pitt,
sought-after leading men, and
Aniston, who became a household
name on the long-running NBC televi-
sion comedy Friends, met ona dinner
datein 1998,

Pitt, currently starring in the crime
{ caper Ocean's Twelve, and Aniston,
best known for her TV role as Rachel
Green in Friends, also are partners in
film production company, Plan B,
whose first movie, Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory, is due out later this
year fromWarner Bros.

one of Hollywood's most
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