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Did U Know?

‘Nafees Igbal (56 off 122 balls against
Zimbabwe) recorded his highest score,
bettering his 54 vs India at Dhaka in 2004~
05, These two Innings are his only fifties in
Testcrickel. ;
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DANCING RAFIQUE STYLE: Bangladesh spinner Mohammad Rafique (L) celebrates the di smissal of Zimbabwe captain Tatenda Taibu (not in picture) with
teammates on the third day ofthe first Test at the MA Aziz Stadium in Chiftagong yesterday. : .

SPORTS REPORTER from Chittagong
i _ ; W For local cricket
Alok Kﬂpﬂh : ¢ fans, the third
‘[Bhﬁﬁ'@ladc&hbh’ﬂﬁﬁﬂd}rmi A wlipn (12 «|uday ef. the first’:
"t B £t s ol ol L A\ b e O Test berveen'
t's a great honour for me to be a : Bangladesh and
part of this game. 1 am really excited § 7inhabwe was a day of disappoint-

with the match as it gives me the
opportunity to rub shoulders with
some of the world's greatest players
and also for the fact that I will be
involved inanoble cause,”

After he was selected to play for the
Asia X1 in a charity match against
theWorld XI.

ment,

. The MA Aziz Stadium was only
half-full with spectators, wiio came
to the ground in anticipation of
Bangladesh dominating the pro-
ceedings like the previous two days
and staying on course for'a maiden
Testwin.

But just like many a Test,
Bangladesh's opponents somehow
fought back, giving the crowd plenty
to worry about when Zimbabwe

skipper Tatenda Taibu and Elton

Chigumburaled a spectacular recov-

eryoperationafter thelunchbreak.
Taibu (92) and Chigumbura (71)

third' day at 308-8 in reply to
Bangladesh'smassive 488.

"1 thought we would be able to
bowl them outbylunch and enforce
the follow-on. My expectation was
that Zimbabwe would be struggling
at the end of the day, losing a few
more second innings wickets,” said
Kalam Ahmed who came from
Halishahar to witness the match

despite a countrywide hartal being

observed in the port city till mid-
day. { |
"We could have done that but

Frustration on
their faces

Enamul Haque was very unluckynot
to take any wickets. He bowled
superbly,” he added before leaving
the ground with his friend.

added '8 Fufis fo: he teventh ¥11> Kamiulistam waszanother fan
wicket ‘H Ziinbabweé finished’ tHE!"

Who Thad  felistration 4l jover bis'
face but hoped that the Tigers still
had a chance to win their tirst-ever
Test after 31 defeats from 34
matches. .

"It is going to be difficult for the
Zimbabweans to bat in the fourth
innings. But to do that our boys will
have to bat well themselves tomor-
row. Definitely, I'will be here for the
remaining two days to celebrate our
maiden victory since the country
achieved Tést status in 2000. I think
the game will go into a fifth day," he
added.

Int'l tennis on
in Rajshahi

SPORTS REPORTER

The Neway International Tennis
Championship ‘began at the Zafar
Imam Tennis Gomplex in Rajshahi
yesterday.

Apart from hosts Bangladesh,
players from India, Thailand,
Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Russia,
Singapore, China, Sri Lanka, Czech,
Republic and Azerbaijan are taking

. partin the competition,
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AFP, Hobart

‘West Indies skipper Brian Lara
racked anunbeaten 116 off 86 balls
‘o inspire the tourists' to a four-
wicket victory over Australia Ain the
one-day cricket match here
Saturday. i

' Lara's majestic innings was
highlighted by one awesome six off
speedster. Brett Lee which sailed
high over the wide mid-on fence,
through a tree and onto the road
alongside Bellerive Oval.

The West Indies ‘also got good
Batting performances from openet
Chris Gayle (40 from 32 balls) and
Shivnarine Chanderpaul (42) in a
match they needed to win after
being well beaten by Victoria in the
firstwarm-up game lastWednesday.

"Against Victoria everyone got
into the 20s and nobody carried on,"
Lara said after his side reached the
target of 266 for six on Saturday with
eightballs to spare.

"It's very important to under-
stand that if you get a start, ifyou get
into the groove, you've got to try as
much as possible to do the job your-
self.

"It's nice to do it in the second
match, to get a hundred and show
the guys what is necessary for us to
win."

The victory will lift spirits with
theinternational triangular one-day
series opener against Australia in
Melbourne on January 14.

"We've always had the players

but it's about hamessing the talent

Lara crushes Aus A

and getting it working cohesively
towards winning and hopefully
(new coach Bennett King) will be
capable of doingit," added Lara.

"We came here to win: We know
we're playing against the world
champions Australia, while Pakistan
is a very good outfit, although
unpredictable attimes. :

"But we came here to win and
we'd bedisappointed ifwedon't.”

No bowler emerged unscathed
from the Lara onslaught although
Tasmanian Damien Wright's 2-40
from 10 overs came before the chair-
man ofselectors Trevor Hohns.

Along with the massive blow off
Lee, there were three other sixes and
12 boundaries in the Lara innings
which stunned Australia A centu-
rionDavid Hussey.

"I've seen a bit (of Lara) on telly
but that was unbelievable today,”
said Hussey. : '

"He just hit the ball unbelievably
into places where you don't expect
him to hitit. 1

"He came out there and struck
the ball superbly from ball one. I'm
stilljustamazed thatwelost."

Hussey (128 from 123 balls) and
fellow Victorian Cameron White (61
from 57 balls) rescued Australia A
with a 152-run stand for the sixth
wicket after skipper Brad Haddin
had won the toss and elected to bat
firstin overcastconditions,

The home side slumped to 25 for
three and 102 for five before the
Tescue mission.

The bowling honours went to
Dwayne Bravo (4-42) and Reon King
(2-44).

It was the second time in four

SEE PAGE 14 COL 1

Javed won't
be opening

SPORTS REPORTER from Ghittagong

Javed Omar will not be able to bat
before number seven in Bangla-
desh's second innings as the open-
ing batsman damaged a ligament
behind his left knee during fielding
on Friday

Javed did not field on the third
dayof the first Test and was replaced
|y Talhap
19 The opener, who made 33 in
Bangladesh's record first wicket
stand of 91 with Nafees Igbal, had
treatment on Sunday night but felt
some stiffness in the knee before
playresumedin the morning. |

"I had an operation on the same
leg in 2001 and the damage is just
behind it. 1 think 1 have rested
enough to be able to bat tomorrow,"
Javed said after the third day's play.

Coach Dav Whatmore also
sounded confident ‘about Javed
battingin the secondinnings.

“But as per the ICC regulation, he
can't bat before the fall of the fifth
wicket,"Whatmore said.

WOoN!T ACCEPT TSUNAMI AID

BFF wants Tk 3
crore from govt

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Football Federation
(BFF) has demanded three crore
taka a year from the government for
smooth running of its training
programmes,

BFE president SA ‘Sultan made
the demand when he called on State
Minister for Youth and Sports Fazlur
Rahman yesterday to discuss ways of
improving the game in the country,.

"We desperately need money 1o
run the sport and we believe the
government will come forward to
help us out,” said Sultan after the
meeting at the Ministry ofYouth'and
Sports,

"We had asked for Tk 5 crore last
year, but due tolack of proper com-
munication we didn't get the
money. But this time we have cut
down on the amount and the minis-
ter also promised to provide it when
we talked about it at a function last
month."

Sultan also informed they will be
looking for ‘a foreign coach once
they get assurance from the govern-
ment and former national coach
Gorge Kottan, who had a brilliant
stint highlighted by Bangladesh's
triumph in the 3rd SAEF
Championship in 2003, will be the
firstchoice.

Responding ‘to a question, the
BFE boss said that they were not
ready to receive any amount from
FIFA and AFC which had pledged

SEE PAGE 14 COL5

AL MUSABBIR SADI from Chittagong

Nobody took it
seriously  when
Zimbabwe vice-
captain Mluleki

- Nkala said on
Friday that the first Testwas far from
aver,

Perhaps Nkala's bold assertion
made during the briefing after the
second day's play was more of an
exaggeration given the fact that
Zimbabwe had slumped to 84-4 at
stumps in reply to Bangladesh's
massive firstinnings total of488.
Byt his words turned true after
his captain Tatenda Taibu resur-
rected the innings with able sup-
ports from Brendan Taylor and Elton
Chigumbura.

And Taibu had every reason to
smilewhenheappearedatabriefing
after the third day's play at the MA
AzizStadium yesterday.

"Now we are in a better position
than we were yesterday, And actually,
we are not thinking about saving this
match, we are thinking about win-
ning. It's still possible to win ifwe can
bat a bit longer tomorrow, Tt will put
pressure on Bangladesh to come out
and give a declaration in the second
innings," Taibu said.

"And taking into consideration
that our top order did not score
much, it is likely that when they
come out to bat-again, they will be
hungry for runs and win. And the
wicketis still good for batting.

"It was an okay day for us: The
players reallyapplied themselves.

The plan was to avoid the follow-

have got a pretty strong middle-
order and I told the guys as long as
you believe in yourselves thatyou are
able to score big hundreds and stay
long at the wicket, you will be able to
do something. I am sure they got the
message, And Elton Chigumbura
‘played his natural game," said the
tiny wicketkeeper-batsman after

on and we have achieved that. We,
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Tol; G883078, §
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however refrained from playing his

trademark pull or hook shots

because the situation demanded a
. cautiousapproach.

"They bowled wicket to wicket
for lbws (decisions). So, 1 had to play.
straight.”

On his dismissal in the 905, Taibu
said: "It was very disappointing. 1
was looking forward to my maiden
Test century. I think I really played
well todeserve that.”

For the Tigers, things did not.go
according theirway.

"We had plans to take ten wickets
but that was not to/ be. We all saw
how difficult that was, 1 think the
boys played very well," said coach
DavWhatmore. . :

"We have to take two more wick-
ets before we build up a total and

‘hope the pitch holds some more

tricks onthe fifth day."

BEN)

"We can still win'

Praising the Zimbabwean batting
effort, Whatmore thought that his
boys toiled hard on a fast outfield
but did a good job restricting the
opposition's scoring rate to two and
a halfruns perover on an unrespon-
sive pitch.

"Thatwasabsolutely fantastic.”

Scoring fast in the second
innings will be the key to victory as
Bangladesh attempt to take the
remaining two wickets early and bat
till the tea before putting Zimbabwe
inagain. .

"Qur first target is to get those
two first innings wickets tomorrow
as early as possible and then build a
sizeable lead before the final session
tomorrow." !

Whatmore admitted he was abit

surprised by the behaviosr of the
SEE PAGE 14 COL 5
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GET, SET & GO: Zimbabwe captain Tatenda Taibu is all set to drive the ball

scoringacareer-best92. on way to scoring a solid 82 on the third day of the first Test at the MA Aziz
.JL:«:'f:’r"naturjﬂ:- ‘stroke-maker Taibu .~ Stadiumyesterday. e s 1y .‘1:
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