e

R P

@he

Baily Star

24 HOURS PICK-UP!

Call: 856511

4,8683927 and 8827771

atDhaka.

we live to deliver

Express :
Bangladesh Express Co, Lid.

Licensee of Federal Exprest Corporation

Hattrick Gift Offer - 1 Philips 3 Gifts!!!

Appllcable for any
model of TV/DVD/
Home Theatre/Audio.

oM

ELECTRONICS

Phi?
Philips Hair Dryer, Philips
Parker pen set

Guaranteed Gilts in Serateh Card !

Mmlpoo? Microwave Oven, Philips DVD Audio System,
navox DVD Player, Fh:frps Toaster, Philips Dry Iron,
ips Electric Shaver, Philips Facial Aramalharapy‘
andwich Maker, Jacket,

many other afiractive Gifts,

Mnnthl Raffle Draw

Air lncicms & other attractive Gifts,

Is Still Running ...

2nd Monthly Raffle Draw Result : 10t January, 2005
Final Raffle Draw Result : 10% February, 2005

Tel - Dhaka : 8110163, 9882192, 9896285, 9569613, Ctg. : 653756, 637669, Khulna : 720304, 723695, Bogra : 66215 & to all authorized dealers.

PHILIPS

Fmal Rafﬂe Draw

o ey

i
Alr Irtkﬂs and other attractive Gifts.

11 killed in
Pakistan
sectarian

violence
AFP, Gilgit

At least 11 people were killed, six of
them bumed alive, during sectarian
unrest yesterday in a northern
Paldstani city where a curfew was
imposed and troops were deployed
torestore order, officials said.

The riots broke out in Gilgit after
unidentified gunmen shot and
wounded prominent Shia Muslim
leader Agha Ziauddin and killed his
two security guards, local adminis-
tration head Sajid Balooch told AFE

'SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Hasina to go
abroad again
for hearing
treatment

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leader of the Opposition and Awami
Leagtie (AL) chiefSheikh Hasina will
again go abroad this ‘month for
better treatment of her ear injuries
that she sustained during the August
21 grenade attackslastyear.

"She needs further treatment as
shestillhashearing problem," said a
personal aide of Hasina, adding that
she will go either to the USA or
Singapore.

The tour schedule will be pre-
pared after appointment with the
hospital concerned.

Earlier Hasina took treatment in
“Bingapore and then in the USA for
thesame problem.
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Source. Islamic 'Fouﬁﬂa'!fan

AFP, kamallah

Palestinians were mulling yesterday
their choice of candidates to suc-
ceedthe late Yasser Arafat ahead of a
poll thatlooks set to be comfortably
won by their historic leader’s long-
time deputy, Mahmud Abbas.

Public opinion polls have indi-
cated that theresultoftoday’s voteis
an all but foregone conclusion, with
Abbas at least 30 points ahead of his
nearest rival, independent candi-
date Mustafa Barghuti,

While' Abbas appears in little
danger of defeat, his supporters'
main fear is that large numbers of
voterswillheed the call ofthe radical
Islamist group Hamas and stay away
from polling stations in only the
second election for the head of the
Palestinian Authority.

Candidates are officially barred
from campaigning on Saturday and
none have scheduled any rallies.
Their supporters, however, are
expected to continue canvassing

Palestinians vote today
for Arafat successor

Low turnout predicted for Hamas boycott call;
Israel eases closures

until thelast possiblemoment.

Abbaswas slated to meet with the
former US president Jimmy Carter,
one ofthe leaders of the hundreds of
international monitors who are
overseeing theelection.

In order to ensure the smooth
running of the election, Israel has
pledged to keep all its forces out of:

Palestinian towns and cities fora 72-

hour period from Saturday, in theory
allowing the local population. an
opportunity to travel freely: within
the West Bank and Gaza Strip for the
firsttime inyears.

But Israel has placed severe

-restrictions on campaigning in

occupied eastJerusalem throughout
the campaign. On Friday, it kicked
two candidates, including Barghuti,
out of the holy city for allegedly
violating agreements on campaign-
ing.

An Abbas victory is likely to be
the signal for a resumption of top-
level talks with Israeli, frozen since
Abbas walked out of a short stint as

Arafat's first premier in September
2003. -

After arriving back in his base in
Ramallah on' Friday night, Abbas
told reporters there was no option
but to do business with Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon. -

"Mr Prime Minister Sharon was
elected by his people. We have no
right to.be asked for that to be
changed... We have no other choice
butto sitwith himand we will do our
best to convince him of Palestinian
rights,” he said.

Abbas said that he would ask
current prime minister Ahmed
Qorei to head up a'new government
and also voiced optimism about the
prospect of persuading militant
factions to signup to a new truce. He
managed to persuade all the armed
factions to halt their campaign of
anti-Israeli attacks when he was
premier, but the so-called hudna fell
apart after seven weeks.

"There was a truce inside the

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

UNB, Dhata

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
day asked her partyleaders at grass-
roots level to bring people under the
banner of the BNP in order to sus-
tain the significant development by
her government in the last three
years.
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CONGRATULATION

% sense of responsibility, strong

i Chittagong Stock Exchange Ltd and

growth of Bangladesh Capital Market.
- Mr. Nasirisalso the Managing Director of Frank Group of Companies.
We wish best of success to his journeyand prayfor good health & fong life.

(Amember of Chittagong Stock Exchange Ltd)
Samol Trading Corporation
(Shipping, Trading, C&F Agents)

Finlay House
11, Agrabad C/A, Chittagong,

We express our warm felicitation to
Mr. Nasiruddin “Ahmed Chowdhury,
Managing Director of Kishwar
Security  Investment Ltd for being
elected as a wvice-president of
Chittagong Stock Exchange Limited
unanimously.

We hope ‘his dynamic leadership
with sophistication & dignity, strong

creative skills will pioneer a new
dimension of activities in the

play a significant role in'the economic

Ifof
Securities Lid
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Strengthen links
with people

Khaleda asks BNP leaders

She also advised the field-level
leaders to strengthen their relations
with people through mass cam-
paign as well as participating in the
ongoingdevelopment process. |, |

"People have been enjoying the
fruits of the development carried
out by the government," Khaleda,
chairperson of Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), told the
leaders at the Prime Minister's
Office (PMO).

Aspart ofherexchange ofopinions
with the party's constituency-based
leaderships, she had direct talks with
presidents and general secretaries of
upazila and municipality units of

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Injured US co
staff found in
cantt area, dies
at DMCH

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A female staff-member of a US oil
company died at Dhaka Medical
College and Hospital (DMCH) after
she was found unconscious in
Dhaka Cantonmentarea on Friday.
Shamima Akmol Shampa, 31, a
project secretary of Grand
Geophysical"Oil"and Gas
Company, was found lying uncon-
scious with injuries all over her
body at 8:15pimn near the Dhaka
Cantonment railway gate.

Prior to the incident, an office
vehicle had dropped her at Mirpur
section-2, She had left her office at
6:50pm after the day's work and was
on her way to her uncle's house in
Paikparawhere shelived.

Shampa's colleague Pijush said,
however, that she had to go to her

SEE PAGE 11 COL §

PHOTO. STAR

A female otter, which has given birth to three offspring, peeks thrnugh wire fence at the Wildlife Rescue Centre

at JahangrmagarUnhersrty

Tamil Tiger chief goes
missing after tsunami

AFP, Golombo

Elusive Tamil Tiger chief Velupillai
Prabhakaran and his intelligence
chief Pottu Amman are among the
dead or missing after last week's
tsunami disaster, state radio. said
yesterday, sparking fresh tension
between government and rebels
whoimmediately denied the report.

The Island newspaper, mean-
while, reported Saturday that an
expensive coffin "for a top LITE
leader” had been smuggled into a
northern Tiger area inside a con-
tainer carrying relief for tsunami
SUIvivors, I

The LITE, in a statement posted
on its official Peace Secretariat
website, slammed the Srii Lanka

Broadcasting Corporation for carry-
ing the reports, saying now was "not
the time for gossip mongering and
malicious propaganda’.

"The LTTE and the Tamil people
wish to strongly protest against this
mischievous .act, of ithe. Sti Lanka
Broadcasting Corporation, stooping
down to suchlowlevel of broadcast-
ing news that (is) fabricated by
interested parties," the statement
said.

"At a time of a national catastro-
phe of this magnitude, it is very ...
regrettable thata responsible media
of the government takes upon itself
the job of spreading rumours and
speculation that tend to create
confusion in the minds of the peo-
ple,"itadded.

The radio reports quoted a Vice
Admiral Daya Sandagiri as saying
Prabhakaran and Amman were
among those killed or missing in the
tstnami.

Observers' said, however, it
would be difficult for the guerrillas
to hide their leader's death and
pointed out he had made a state-
ment expressing sympathy for all
those hit by the December 26 tsu-
namidays aftertragedy,

+ Prabhakaran directs the struggle
for an independent Tamil homeland
from a secret jungle base in the
north-east of Sri Lanka and has a
reputation as a fearless and ruthless
guerrillaleader.

Under his leadership, the Tamil

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

 breeding at JU

JU CORRESPONDENT

Bringing
back from
the brink

Species start

wildlife centre

A number of endangered spe-
cies brought to the wildlife
rescue centre (WRC)on
Jahangimagar University (JU)
campus three months ago have
started breeding again.

The female otter of the
Mustilidae family has given
birth to three offspring, weigh-
ing 200gm each, on December
15 last year. They have been
developing normally and even
better than they would in the
wild, theresearchers said.

The offspring now weighing
about 400gm are still too young
to walk as they can't see yet but
should be able to do so within
three or four days. However,
afterthe female otterconceived,

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Saifur blasts
Rab critics

BSS, Sylhet

Finance and Planning Minister M

Saifur Rahman yesterday came

down heavily on those who criti-
cised the Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) for the death of criminals in
crossfire,

"A certain quarter does not raise
its voice for human rights when a
criminal kills *10 to12 ‘innocent

people. But this quarteriis very’

active touphold the human rights of
acriminal killed in crossfire with the
lawenforcers," he said, '

The minister was addressing the
council of the city unit of
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
atAliaMadrasaMaidan,

With BNP. city umnit convenor
Ariful. Haque Chowdhury in the
chair, the council was addressed,
among others, by State Minister for,
Public Works and Housing Alamgir
: SEE PAGE 11 COL 2
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