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Car bomb Kkills
four in Iraq

Insurgents kidnap 3 senior officials

REUTERS, AR, Baghdad

A suicide bomber detonated his car
atapetrol station near an Iragi police
and army checkpoint south of
Baghdad yesterday, killing four
civilians and wounding 19, police
said.

They sald most of those killed had
been queuingat the fuel pump in the
village of Mahaweel, about 80km

. south of the capital, which was

crowded amid chronic fuel short-
ages.

The explosion wrecked at least

 three cars but did not hurt any of the

police or soldiers manning the
checkpoint a little further down the
road.

Police said the blast appeared to
target the petrol station, althoughthe
motive was unclear. Insurgents
frequently attack Iraqi police and
troops whomthey accuse of working
with U.S.-led forces they want out of
thecountry.

Militants abducted three senior
Iraqi officials, beheaded a man who
worked for the US military and killed
at least four others, officials said
yesterday, a day after a US general
wamed that insurgents may be
planning "horrific® attacks ahead of
Jan, 30 elections.

Air Force Brig. Gen. Erv Lessel, a
senior deputy for Gen. George W.
Casey Jr., the top US commander in
Iraq, said American leaders expected
a rise in attacks before the election,
but they had no intelligence indicat-
ingspecificplots.

"I think a worst case is where they
have a series of horrific attacks that
catise mass casualties in some spec-
tacular fashion in the days leading up
to theelections," Lessel said Friday.

"If you look over the last six
months, they have steadily escalated
the barbaric nature of the attacks
they have been committing. A year
ago, you didn't see these kinds of
horrific things."

In Washington, President Bush
sald the elections will be "an incredi-
bly hopeful experience” despite
rising violence and doubts that the
vote will bring stability and democ-
racy. He acknowledged security
problems in four of Iraq's 18 prov-
inces,

"Tknow it's hard but it's hard fora
reason, " Bush saicd.

The comments came amid an
escalating insurgency believed to be
led br minority Sunnis, who domi-
nated the country during Saddam

‘Hussein's regime. In the election the
first democratic vote in [rmq since the

country was formed in 1932 the
Sunnis are certain to lose their domi-
nance to the Shias, who comprise 60
percentofiraq's26 million people.

Reflecting Shias' demands to hold
the vote as scheduled and Sunnis'
calls for a boycott or postponement,
two senior religious leaders
expressed sharply differing views
duringFriday prayers.

"We want all the [raqis to partici-
pate, we also insist on holding the
elections as scheduled and to put
these elections behind us as a way to
end the conflict in Irag," Saadr
Aldeen al-Qubbanji, a leader of a
prominent Shia party, the Supreme
Council for the Islamic Revolution in
Iraq, said in the southern city of
Najaf.
But Sheik Mahmoud Al-Somaidie

of the Sunnis' Association of Muslim
Scholars favored postponing the
vote.

"We all want elections, but we are
seeking fair and free elections," he
saidin Baghdad. "Those ofuswho are
calling for postponement are seeking
that for the benefit of the country.
Electionshave tobean [raqidemand,
not the demand of the foreign coun-
tries.”

The United States insists on
holding the vote as scheduled and
strongly opposesa postponement.

This week has seen a string of
assassinations, suicide car bombings
and other assaults that killed nearly
100 people, mostly Iraqi security
forces, who are seen by the militants
as collaborators with the American
occupiers.

Authorities in Saddam's home-
town of Tikrit said Saturday that
gunmen abducted adeputy governor
of a central Iragi province and two
other senior officials as they traveled
to meet with Grand Ayatollah Ali al-
Sistani, [raq's most prominent Shia
leader, in the holy city of Najaf to
discuss national elections.

The delegation was stopped and
the members kidnapped about 40
miles south of Baghdad on Friday.
The area is in the so-called "wriangle
of death,” a string of Sunni-
controlled towns that have been the
sceneoffrequent attacks,

The US military said the delega-
tion was traveling in two cars one of
which managed to escape the mili-
tants' ambush.

*Those insurgents and terrorists
who intimidate and resort to kidnap-
ping public officials are the true
enemies of the Iraqi people,” said US
military spokesman Maj. Neal
O'Brien.

In Bagouba, insurgents brokeinto
the house of a translator working
with the US Army and then beheaded
him, police said Saturday. An Iraqi
policeman was killed by masked
gunmen as he left his house in
Baghdad's southern Dora neighbor-
hood.

Saifur blasts
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Kabir, State Minister for Education
ANM Ehsanul Haque Milon and
State Minister for NGO Affairs
Mohammad Lutfar Rahman Khan
Azad and M Ilyas Ali MP.

Saifur described the politics of
BNP as the politics of patriotismand
said, "We want people's unity, not
division, and that is why we always
oppose the politics of destruction.”

He referred to the overwhelming
mandate given to the BNP during
the last general elections and said
the present government came (o
power with massive support to
ensuresecurityofallinthe country.

Referring to various government
meastures to curb crimes, he said the
four-party alliance government had
improved the law and order by
infusing dynamism into the law
enforcing agencies, including
police.

“The government has also
enhanced the country's image by
establishing human rights and
ensuring freedom of the press," he
said.

Search on, workers
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Sub-inspector Zayed Hossain filed a
case and the OC took the responsi-
bilityofinvestigation.

Six of the 23 dead were identified,
OC Abdur Rashid said. But he could
notgive their names.

The unidentified body retrieved
yesterday was under a pile of burnt
papers, hesaid.

Fire service sources however said
last ni
about
Probe
Firefighters suspect the fire origi-
nated from anelectric shorteircuit.

A probe committee will be
formed today to look into how the
fire broke out, and estimate the
damage it caused, said Selim Newaz
Bhuiyan, assistant director (Dhaka
Division) of Fire Brigade and Civil
Defence. :

UNB says the Directorate of
Inspection of Factories yesterday
formed an enquiry committee
headed by Manzoor Kader.
Villagers Mourn
The employees and workers of the
gutted I‘E'.'Jclory and people of the
villages nearby are ina state of shock
in the wake of the tragic incident.
Hundreds of locals yesterday
flocked to the factory site with tears
rolling down their eyes. Crowds of
mourners gathered at the houses of
the victims who died or were miss-
in

B‘FamLh,r members of the dead
were seen walling for their loved
ones while families of the missing
ones were anxiously searching for
them.

Compensation

Bangladesh Knitwear Manufac-
turers and Exporters Association
(BKMEA) will give Tk one lakh each
to the families of the dead.

A press release of the BKMEA
yesterday said their family members
will be given jobs if found suitable.

The association will also bear
medical expenses of the injured and

t they had no information
erecovery.

ensure payment of arrear wages ancd
salaries of the workers and employ-
ees of the factory before the Eid-ul-
Azha.

The decisions came at a
meeting attended by Commerce
Minister Altal Hossain Choudhury,
State Minister for Liberation
‘War Affairs Rezaul Karim, lawmalk-
ers Mohammad Giasuddin Abul
Kalam and Ataur Rahman
Angur and BKMEA President Fazlul
Ho

(ltle:mwhi[e, different political
parties, trade bodies and social and
cultural organisations yesterday
expressed their shock and concern
at%ﬂgim%nt i

e 0 ons in separate
press releases blamed the factory
owners for the fire and demanded
proper investigation. They
demanded adequate compensation
for the fire victims. 3

The organisations include
Communist Party of Bangladesh,
Jago Bangladesh Garments Sramik
Federation, National Garments
Workers Federation, Bangladesh
Jatiya Sramik Jote, Garments Sramik
Oikya Forum, Sammilita Samajik
Andolon, Bangladesh Garments
Majdur Union and Samajtantrik
Mohila Forum.

Dr Kamal

FROMPAGE1 .
Rashed Khan Menon, president of
the Workers Party of Bangladesh,
and General Secretary Bimol Biswas
said in a joint statement that reli-
gious extremists are now able to
show their extreme pawer by threat-
ening a progressive minded person
like Dr Kamal Hossain because the
BNP-Jamaat government has pat-
ronised them.

They called upon all sections of
society to resist religious extremism
for thenation's greaterinterest.

Palestinians vote
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Palestinian territories and... we will
work towards this again. I am opti-
mistic that there will be an agree-
ment."

Militant groups such as the
Islamist movement Hamas have
been upset by Abbas's open criti-
cism during the campaign of the use
of weapons during the four-year
Palestinian uprising, orintifada.

Barghuti, meanwhile, is trying to
position himself as the unofficial
opposition leader.

*If we win this election, we will
lead this country to a better future. If
we don't, [ am already the leader of
the democratic opposition move-
ment and [ will continue in that
role,” he told reporters in Jerusalem
before his detention Friday,

Some 1.B million Palestinians
over the age of 18 have the right to
vote, although the central elections
commission said only around 1.3
million havesigned up.

They will post their ballots in
1,074 voting centres in 16 districts in
theWest Bankand Gaza Strip.

The polling booths will open at
7:00 am (0500 GMT) Sunday and
close 12 hours later,

Hartal

FROM PAGE 1

On yesterday's hartal, Bhuiyan, also
the LGRD and cooperatives minis-
ter, said the front organisations of
the main opposition Awami League
called it ahead of the Saare Summit,
whichwasscheduled to begin today.

He blamed the AL for calling
hartal before every international
programme and arrival of a foreign
dignitary with a motive to tarnish
the country's image. He expressed
the hope that the AL will shun this
practice.

In reply to a question about the
AL's recent peaceful programmes,
Bhuiyan said, "We thought they
returned to democratic means. But
they have proved they still believe in
the politics of destruction by calling
the hartal without any reasonable
issue.”

Mayor of Dhaka City Corporation
Sadeque Hossain Khoka, MP and
BNP central leader Syed Emran
Saleh Prince were present.

Workers blast

FROM PAGE 1
Participantscarried black flagsand a
banner that read 'Save the garment
workers from fire'.

"Government and factory own-
ers’ indifference to enforeing safety
rules leads to recurrent accidents in
garment factories that cause tragic
deaths of workers," said NGWF
General Secretary Amirul Haque
Amin.

Authorities are indifferent to the
safety of workers' lives, while 290
workers have met tragicdeath, 1,671
sustained serious injuries and 32
major fire incidents occurred at
garment factories since 1990, said
the speakers.

"Most of the owners do not keep
alternative exit stairs and fire
extinguishers. Regular checking of
electric equipment is also absent,”
said Amirul Haque Amin, adding,
"They keep the gates locked during
work hours.”

"The owner of Shaan Knittinghas
resorted to pre-planned killings to
getaway without paying the workers
Tk 1 crore in arrears of five months'
wage and overtime bills," alleged
Baharane Sultan Bahar.

Besides, the incident will enable
the owner to get insurance money,
headded.

Senior Vice-president of the
federation Shahida Sarkar
demanded representation of work-
ers' bodies in the committee to
probetheincident.

The federation leaders
demanded immediate arrest of
those responsible for Thursday
night'stragedy.

Bringing back
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the male otter went missing on
November 15 last year. The otters
usually breed twice ina year and the
breeding process takes three to four
months.

The turtles of the WRC, the only
centre ofits kind in the country, also
laid eggs, which are about to break.
The Hilly Moyna and Titir are too
young to breed but they are
expected to do so in next rainy
season. The WRC is also sheltering a
fernale rabbit, 50species of butterfly,
10 species of reptile and four species
of Amphibia in their natural habi-
[ats.

An Egyptian vulture today joins
the wildlife family, while initiatives
for bringing a swallow-water-
crocodile, a critically endangered
crocodile species, a species of spot-
ted deer and Maya Horin from India
havealready been taken.

"The animals are continuing
theirnormal activitiesin the friendly
atmosphere of the WRC with some
species breeding and some are
about to breed. This encourages us
to shelter more species here,” said
Associate Professor Mostufa Firoz,
chairman of the zoology depart-
ment.

Moreover, four master's students
are conducting research at the WRC,
which was established on JU cam-
pus on October 17, 2004 with the
objective of working on wildlife
management and breeding endan-
gered species. Students of zoology
are using the place as their field
laboratory.
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Business leaders
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Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI) President Abdul
Awal Mintoo, Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (MCCI) President
Kutubuddin Ahmed and former
BGMEA presidents Gulam Quddus
and Quazi Moniruzzaman came to
the BGMEA office yesterday and
sympathised with the enraged.
apparel-men.

Following a writ petition filed by
one MAMasud on November30last,”
the Court of Second Assistant Judge,
Dhaka passed an order directing the
government to appoint an adminis-
trator to take over the BGMEA exec-
utive committee to conduct its
election slated for February 17.

Acting on the order, the govern-
ment on Thursday appointed
Mohammad Ayub Miah, a joint
secretary at the industries ministry,
as administrator of the country's
largest businessassociation.

Meanwhile, Commerce Minister
Altaf Hossain Choudhury told jour-
nalists yesterday if the leaders of
Forum, Sammilito Parishad and
Oikya Jote -- the three panels that
took part in the last BGMEA election
--want, he will sitwith them to settle
theissue.

~ The BGMEA leadership said they
may sit with the minister after the
administrator is withdrawn.

They asked all BGMEA members
to come to its office at 8:00am today
tokeep the administratoratbay.
DEMONSTRATIONAT
KARWAN BAZAR
Leaders and members of the
BGMEA kept vigil in front of its
Karwan Bazar office right from the
dawn yesterday. As the day pro-
gressed, more and more business
leadersjoined them.

They chanted slogan against
"conspirators who are trying to
come to power through the back
door with the help of the govern-
ment." They burned effigies of
Muzaffar Uddin Siddiqui and Fazle

Azim who they alleged had orches-
trated "the farce to topple the
elected committee”.

Addressing the agitating busi-
ness people, FBCCI chief Mintoo
said the government must withdraw
the administrator within 48 hours.
"The government should not inter-
fere in the internal affairs of private

trade bodies. The government

appointing an administrator to run
a trade body is not a good omen at
all," hesaid.

_ Thegovernmentshould promote
and facilitate activities of a tmade
body not controlit, Mintoo added.

"MECI chief Kutubuddin Ahmed,
who is also a former BGMEA presi-
dent, said appointment of an
administrator would dampen the
interests of buyers in Bangladeshi
garment products. "If they come to
known there is an unrest in the
BGMEA, they may avoid placing
orders in Bangladesh. It means, the
exports may be hampered inasector
that accounts for 75 percent of the
country'stotal export,” Ahmed said.

In an oblique reference to the
'conspirators’, hesaid, "Do'nottry to
come to the BGMEA through the
back door, come through an elec-
tion."

Tipu Munshi, former vice-
president, and Fazlul Haque, former
vice-president of BGMEA from
Chittagong region, also spoke at the
gathering.
LEGALDEVELOPMENT
Four BGMEA directors yesterday
appeared before the court con-
cerned with power of attorney to
contest the November 30 suit. They
are ABM Shamsuddin, Ferdous
Amin, Ferdous Parves Bivon and
ShafiqulIslam.

Their counsels filed petitions to
allow them to submit a written
objection against the plaintiff's
application for injunction. But they
withdrew the petition later without
mentioninganyreasor.

The defence counsels also sub-
mitted petitions for certified copies
of theruling, S et

Police club hartal
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called a physician to visit the police
station. But it was unclear whether
any of the injured opposition activ-
istswas taken to hospital.

Reporters heard antigovernment
slogans from inside the police sta-
tion amidst protests by about 50
Jubo Mahila League (JML) workers
gathered in front of the station who
were demanding release of their
partycolleagues.

The JML activists alleged that five
of their arrested leaders -- Sabina
Akhter Tuhin, Nilufar Yasmin Nilu,
Sonali Mallik, Shamima Rahman
and Sumi Akhter -- were seriously
injured in the police action on their
peaceful demonstrations.

Deputy Commissioner (South) of
Dhaka Metropolitan Police Khan
Sayeed Hasan however told journal-
ists that they were not barred from
visiting the policestation.

"We have only restricted the
entrance of members of the public
as over 20 women were kept at the
police station's reception room. It
was for the women's security,” he
told The Daily Star. He also refuted
allegations of violence on the oppo-
sition activists.

The 6:00am to 6:00pm strike shut
most business establishments,
educational institutions and offices.
Traffic was very thin on the streetsin
Dhaka and other major cities and
towns. However, rickshaws and a
few autorickshaws and minibuses
wereon theroad.

At about 10:30am, male and
female police used batons to assault
the women pickets in Dhanmondi
area and dragged 15 of them onto a
police van from a procession on
Mirpur Road. Some of the demon-
strators were locked in scuffle with
the police.

Anothersixwomen activists were
picked up at noon from Russell
Square after a scuffle between the
female police and pickets, All the
detainees were sent to Dhanmondi
Police Station and none of them was
released as of 7:00pm yesterday.

At least 20 opposition activists
were wounded when the pro-hartal
demonstrators clashed with the
police at Chawkbazar throwing
brickbats. The police clubbed them
to disperse a procession brought out
intheareaatabout11:30am.

The police put up barbed wire
fences on the roads leading to the AL
headquarters in the morning bar-
ring the opposition activists from
entering the area. However, a small
precession led by senior AL leader
Matia Chowdhury paraded around
the cordoned-offarea.

A group of AL lawmakers led by
Opposition Chief Whip Abdus
Shahid marched on the Mirpur Road
and staged a sit-in at Russell Square
forseveralhours.

The ML workers also staged
demonstration on the premises of
Motijheel Police Station at about
10:30am demanding release of their
leaders and activists after the police
picked up at least 20 from Amin
Court area while preparing to bring
outaprocession.

Witnessessaidsome 15 leaders of
IML voluntarily got into a police van
after police dragged five of their
party colleagues onto the vehicle at
about 9:45am. The police also
picked up six AL activists including
five women from Shapla Chattar
ared.

The law-enforcers also clubbed
the Mahila Awami League activists
in a procession in Paltan area at
about 10.30am and picked up five
demonstrators. They charged them
with batons and dispersed the
procession leaving Sutrapur thana
Mahila League leader Jharna Bibi
injured.

At Muktangon, the police picked
up two Jubo League leaders atabout
10:30am dispersing a procession
there., Jubo League Chairman
Jahangir Kabir Nanak and General
Secretary Mirza Azam, MP, instantly
protested the arrest but they were
notreleased.

Our Staff Correspondent reports
from Chittagong: The hartal was
observed partially in the port city
where the duration of the shutdown
was reduced to sixhours in view of a
religious function, Shaney Belayeti
Sunni, at LaldighiMaidan.

Operations at the country's
premier seaport were disrupted.
Although cargoes were loaded and
unloaded at the port jetties, no
goods were delivered to and from
theportfor the hartal.

All modes of vehicles except
rickshaws stayed off the roads.

Awami Jubo League, Mahila
League, Chhatra League, Sramik
League, Jubo Mahila League,
Krishak League and Swech-
chhasebak League enforced the
hartal. The organisations will hold a
rally in the city today to protest
yesterday's police atrocities.

Injured US co
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office on road No. 2 in Mohakhali
DOHS for some urgent work. "I was at
myhouseat 7:45pmwhenshe phoned
me and asked me to come to office,
saying she had some emergency tasks
to do," Pijush told reporters. He last
spoke with her on the maobile phone
whenshewasatKakoli.

"When I got to our office, I called
her back as she had not armrived. A
police sergeant however received the
call and told me Shampa was found
lyingunconscious,” Pijushadded.

He rushed to the spot to find her
lying near Radisson Hotel witha major
injury behind the head and bruises in
herrightknee, waistand leftleg.

They rushed her to Manab-
bandhan Hospital in Kuril and shifted
her later to the DMCH where she died
ataround 10:30pm.

Relatives yesterday took her after
autopsy to her home village in
Rangpur for burial. Her cousin
Mushfiq' Ahmed filed a case with
Cantonment Police Station. No-one
hasbeenarrested.

Meanwhile, yesterday moming in
Tejgaon, a critically injured woman of
about 22 years old was found lying on
the fifth floor of a six-storey under-
construction building in West
Rajabazar. '

On information from the landlord,
Fazlul Karim Sarker, police recovered
the woman in blue salwar-knmiz at
10:05am. Doctors at the DMCH con-
firmedherdeathlater.

Police said her left eye was swollen
and there were bloodstained bruises
in her wholebody. Theinjuries suggest
the killers dragged her a long way
before dumping her there.

Zim avoid
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of the moming when speedster
Mashrafee-Bin-Mortuza uprooted
the off-stump of Hamilton
Masakadza.

Although the Narail quick was
erratic on Friday, the right-armer
with a controlled burst of speed got
the right result removing Masakadza
with delivery that nipped back and
knocked over the batsman's off-
stump.

Mashrafee also picked up his
second wicket just before lunch by
having the other overnight batsman
BrendanTaylorleg before for39.

Zimbabwe went into lunch at
154-6 but when they returned the
complexion of the game changed
with Taibu and his partner
Chigumbura applying the skill of
patience and stubbornness to avoid
the follow-on target 0f289.

The pair started slowly and added
B1 runsin the second session without
further damage. The only chance
Bangladesh got to break the partner-
ship was when young left-arm spin-
ner Enamul Haque, who bowled
magnificently, enticed Taibu to edge
while on 47 but Nafees Igbal at silly
mid-off failed toreactquickenough.

Both batsmen cut loose after tea
before Mohammad Rafique finally
ended the resistance removing
Chigumbura with his stock delivery.
Having hit ten fours and sweeping a
six off Enamul in his career best
knock in 164 balls spanning 216
minutes, the tall Zimbabwean all-
rounder tried to cut the ace left-arm
spinner but edged the ball to
wicketkeeper Khaled Mashud.

Rafique, who finished the day
with 4-64 from 37 overs after includ-
ing a very impressive last spell of 7-
3-9-2, also denied Taibu from get-
ting what would have been his
maidenTestcentury.

The diminutive Zimbabwe cap-
tain, dropped by Aftab Ahmed at
backward point off the bowling of
Tapash Baisya on 79, was adjudged
ibwin the day's penultimate over.

Taibu, whose previous best was
83 against the West Indies, struck 13
boundaries ina valiant effort lasting
sixhours,

11 killed
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One of the assailants was also killed
by Ziauddin's guards, Baloochsaid.

Rampaging mobs set fire to
several government and private
'buj]dings and also torched the home
of forest officer Taighun Nabi, burn-
ing him and five members of his
family to death, deputy commission
Balooch said.

In another attack, local health
department chief doctor Sher Wali
was trapped in his office and shot by
the mob, his cousin Badar Munir
said.

Amale passer-bywasalso hitand
died as the mobs shot randomly in
the streets, said another senior local
official, Jamil Ahmed.

The city was tense as troops
enforced the curfew with orders to
shoot on sight anyone caught out-
side, residents said.

Gilgit, the gateway town to the
Himalayan and Karakoram peaks in
the region officially designated as
the Northern Areas, has a popula-
tion of 120,000 mainly Shia and
SunniMuslim communities,

Saturday's disturbances were the
worst since June last year when
several people were killed in sectar-
ian violence in the region which has
frequently witnessed clashes
between rival groups from the two
communities.

Sectarian tensions linked to
extremist groups from majority
Sunni and minority Shia communi-
ties have plagued Pakistan resulting
in the death of more than 4,000
people overadecade.

President Pervez Musharraf has
repeatedly vowed to stamp out the
sectarian violence and his adminis-
tration has carried out extensive
crackdowns against the fanatical
elements of the two communities.

Strengthen links
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Brahmanbaria and part of Comilla
district.

The upazilas and municipalities
included B Baria sadar, Akhaura,
Bancharampur, Ashuganj, Sarail,
Kosba, Comilla municipality,
Lakshamand Langolkoat.

During the separate meetings,
the prime minister wanted to know
from the party lower orders about
the progress of development and
organisational activities in the
respectiveareas

Lawmakers from Comilla and
Brahmanbaria Akbar Hossain, Ukil
Abdus Sattar, Monirul Huq, Anwarul
Azim, Abdul Gafur, Harun-or-
Rashid, Mosfiqur Rahman and
Abdul Khaleque also had separate
meetings with the prime minister.

Tamil Tiger chief
FROM PAGE 12 .
Tigers have become a highly-
disciplined and highly-motivated
guerrillaforce.

Tension has already been rising
since the rebels Wednesday accused
government security forces of pre-
venting private donations from
getting to temporary shelters in

rebel areas holding tsunami survi-

vors -- claims which the government
denied.

The two sides have observed a
truce since February 2002, but
Norwegian-backed peace talks have
been on hold since April 2003,
Despite the deadlock in negotia-
tions, both sides have pledged to
respect the ceasefire.
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Talks fail to resolve
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the legality of such appointments,
headded.

ACC Chairman Justice Sultan
Hossain Khan and Commissioner
Maniruddin Ahmed however sup-
ported the cabinet secretary’s sug-
gestion, though their support did
notyieldanydecision.

Khan later told journalists, "We
needabout 100 employees right now
to keep the commission operating.
The government has already given
us 36 staff and we hope we can take
50 to 60 people from the Bac tofill up
theblanks."

Hussain suggested hiring experts
from the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) to lay out the ACC's
organogram. The bank is interested
in doing that, he said. He also
expressed the opinion that the ACC
could hire more consultants to work
ondifferentissues.

All the three members of the ACC

opposed this view. They said they do -

not think the ACC needs any consul-
tant right now as they can design the
organogram by themselves, meeting
sources said.

"The ACC members suspect the
administration wants to hold sway
over the ACC through consultants
from the ADB, where they have a lot
ofcontrol,” saidan ACC source.

He also noted that the commis-
sion members differ among them-
selves over the issue of organogram.
"Miah is designated to look after the
establishment and administration.
He has framed an organogram
outlining nearly 900 positions
across the country. On the other
hand, the former Bac officials sub-
mitted to the ACC an organogram
with about 1,800 staff. Miah believes
his organogram is good enough
while the chairman and the other
commissioner believe there is room
forrethinkingabourit.”

After the meeting, ACC
Chairman Khan told the press, “The
organogram will have to be pre-
pared in the light of the law. It will
takesometime."

On interpretation of the ACC Act
regarding the Bac staff, the cabinet

secretary held fast to his earlier view;
as manifested in last week's govern-
mentcircular.

The ACC chair did not support or
oppose this interpretation nor did
he point at the different interpreta-
tion given by the attormey general,
according to which, the ACC Act
puts the Bac staffunder the commis-
sion right on the dissolution of the
bureaw. Rather, Khan noted that
Miah opposes the attorney general's
interpretation.

The issue remained unresolved.

Khan later told the press, "Which
interpretation is correct is to be
determined by the court.” When
asked if the ACC would go to the
court on this question, he said, "No,
it will not be correct to go to the
court. We have a manpower short-
age. This problem will be resolved -
whenwe getadequate manpower.”

The cabinet secretary yesterday
agreed to the commission's demanc
to withdraw Reza-e-Rabbi, who was
appointed unilaterally by the gov-
ernmentas the ACC secretary.

He said the commission should
name three or four competent
people against the position so that
the government can approve one of
themforthe ACCtoappoint.

To that, Khan replied, "We do not
know many people. Why don't you
suggestsome names?"

But Miah opposed, "That will not
be proper. We do can propose some
names."

In the end, the meeting resolved
that a secretary would be appointed
within the next 15 days.

"We have made some progress at
the meeting. There was a lack of
coordination, which has been
addressed to some extent.” Khan
told journalists on the outcome of
themeeting.

Hussain, on the other hand, told
the press, "There was no lack of
coordination here, We were review-
ing the structure of the ACC. Thisis a
new type of organisation. It will take
some time to make it effective, It is
now organising itsell. When com-
plete, it will start anti-corruption
activities."

Fireball leaps 3001t
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"Like the Magurchhara incident,
there was no monitoring of the
exploration activities here. We
know many gas structures in
Sylhet are volatile and not all
foreign operators are as well-
informed about these structures as
weare," he said.

*The Tengratila field also gave a
shallow kick of gas pressure that
was experienced at Magurchhara.
This is the sign of volatility, which
the Niko's drilling operators failed
to pay proper attention to.

"But the biggest fault of Niko is
that like Occidental, which in
Magurchhara had drilled through
an improper well casing (made of
concrete), Niko also made a casing
of 300 metres but went on drilling
up fto 800 metres without any
stable structure,” the expert
pointed out.

But Niko's Operations Manager
Peter Mercier insisted that it was
not possible to know the cause of
the explosion at the moment. "The
incident may have taken place due
to the high pressure of the well
head. We will have to wait till the
fire goes out automatically," he
told The Daily Star at a spot two
kilometres off the burning gas
field.

"We had a target of drilling
1,700 metres. But the disaster
occurred after drilling about 800
metres on Friday night. We had
tried to avert the accident by firing
a flare line within an hour of the
abnormal behaviour of the well,"
hesaid.

The state minister for energy
said they will form an eénquiry
committee after returning to
Dhaka. He declined to comment
on the reasons for the explosion,
saying: "I would not comment
before the committee reaches its
own conclusions.”

Niko is now trying to mobilise a
drilling-rig, owned by Barker, to
bring the fire under control. But it
will take a few weeks to bring the
rig, which was used in Bangura
under Block 9, from Chittagong
Port.

Experts from abroad are also
coming to assist in this emergency
operation, according to the
Petrobangla chairman.

However, the Niko operations
manager was unable to give any
details of when the company will
beable to start remedial measures.
"After the situation comes under
total control, we will start work for
drilling a relief well for linking with
lower zones of the main well. It
would be about’500 metres off the
main well," Mercigrsaid.

Thirty-seven engineers, techni-
cians and workers, including 22
foreigners, were working on the
gas field before the fire took place.
Foreigners have now been shifted
to safer places.

The Bangladesh Rifles from the
nearby outposts along with the
police have been deployed two
kilometres away from the gas field.

In a further twist, it is alleged
that the gas field itself was arbi-
trarily given to Niko in October
2003 violating governmentrules.

Niko, which committed to

invest $15 million in the field, had
deplayed a drilling company
which is represented by a top
leader of a certain bhaban, It is
alleged that this person had earlier
forced Petrobangla to award it this
gas field area along with two other
gas fields in Feni and Kamta
through a joint venture with
Bapex.

Once considered by Petrobangla
unsuitable for gas exploration,
Niko is the only foreign oil com-
pany to operate in Bangladesh
without any Production Sharing
Contract (PSC).

Niko was given this field despite
it having been ring-fenced for
future operations by Petrabangla,
and US company Unocal had the
first right to get exploration right
as it operated in that area. The oil
company was disqualified by
Petrobangla's evaluation in the
second round block bidding in
1997.

Though Bapex is 40 percent
stakeholder in this venture, none
of its staff was at the location,
sources said.

There was also no Petrobangla
representation to oversee the
operations at this gas field even
after the Magurchhara experience
and with the gas fields in Sylhet
showing a tendency to show sud-
den pressures.

The US company Occidental
was found responsible for the
Magurchhara explosion, but the
company was allowed to sell outits
concerns to Unocal and leave
Bangladesh in 1999 following an
extension of its PSC through a
supplementary contract.

Petrobangla demanded $685
million in compensation for dam-
ages from Unocal in 2002, but
Unocal so far has not paid any-
thing. Instead the company
claimed that the compensation
has been "paid” through the sup-
plementary contract. As per
Petrobangla estimate, the field had
a gas reserve of over 245 billion
cubic feet.

Robbers shoot
onedead
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Robbers shot dead a person and
injured 10 others after looting four
houses in Dharmapur village in
Satkania upazila in the early hours
yesterday.

The dead was Forok Mia, 35, son
of Syed Ahmad.

Sources said up to 20 robbers
committed robbery in four houses
belonging to Akkas Mia, Manju,
Mahmudul Hasan and Siddiq
Mahmud in Dharmapur at about
1:00am. They looted gold ornaments
and other valuables reportedly
worthaboutTk5 lakh.

As the robbers were preparing to
storm more houses, the villagers
encircled and chased them.

The criminalsbeforefleeingopened
fireon them, leaving Forok killed on the
spotand the othersinjured.

Of the injured, Anwara Begum,
35, and Md Rafiq, 45, were admitted
to Dohazari Hospital .in a critical
condition.
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