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rr HANDPUR bharpur, jale o sthale, Matir

manush ar sonar phole" this is what a prede-

cessor of mine in Chandpur had written in
praise of the subdivision. In early 1961, I was posted as
Sub-divisional officer (SDO) Chandpur in
the then Comilla District. This was a cov-
eted posting and considered important
because of Chandpur's relative develop-
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Tornadoes and storms with high winds were frequent.
One morning while [ was getting ready to go to my office,
suddenly I saw the sky above the bathroom and drops of
water falling on my head. The roof which was made of
two layers of woven bamboo had been
blown away to the middle of the river
and we were left with no protection. I
therefore, had to go with my wife to

ment and being an important inland river | pOf far ﬁ'om the the 'court building' next door. Even
port. It was educationally advanced, hada | that was not safe as water was rising
politically conscious public, and electric- conﬂuence Of and threatening to flood the building'.

' ity, telephone and running water. The
SDO's beautiful bungalow was right by the
side of the Dakatia river, where a fine old
government steam launch with crew stood
by for tours. The Chandpur-Comilla road

. the Padma and
 Meghna rivers
. and touringin

I then moved to the close-by two-
storied sub-divisional hospital and
conducted emergency relief work and
administration from the veranda of
the hospital'sfirstfloor.

was being constructed at the timeand L had | ' ' | As strong winds blew, reports of
to frequently go by jeep to the district head F the SDO's Small -i deaths and injury started coming in,
duarter  joumer o woout gne und bult KRR DY 1eiclet Srnitig o hucheruid
had the same experience while in Tangail [ sometimes quite E still remember the case of an old trader
because the Dhaka-Tanagil road was also | i ¢ of betel nuts and chillies who lost his
being complet_ed at that time. We do have E an ex‘?ltmg and Q compani‘ons in a boat. Hf: was carried
1o8d taftasiichitet In olion. days, hont N HCHSANBEOMERNARY 1. o7 i b heac Thd .
ever, eminentICS SDO's used to be given a ? rience. One tal staff brought a bag dto m: which the
pony allowance, often used to tour on | . man was carrying, and in the presence
horseback, for which the SDO's bungalow i could see the dw' of one of the magistrates the bag was
had a §table. During my time, it was con- : g tinct COIOIH" Of opened.l[qontamedabouttlurty thou-
verted into a garage as | rea_:ewed anew jeep 7 sand takas in cash (alot ofmonjey those
dgna;led dby the Alljstrallan dGovernment each river at the gay.ci -:iwlne cu}uld (Il:my three;: I'}I:CB new
after floodsin an earlier period. 3 nglish cars) and some of the notes

Chandpur was not far from the conflu- conﬂuence, one | were flying out due to high winds as
ence of the Padma and Meghna rivers and they were being counted. Since the
touring in the SDO’'s small launch was d“rker than the man's identity was not known at the
sometimes quite an exciting and hazard- othe]; time, the notes were put in an official
ous experience. One could see the distinet o bagand sealed in my presence, signed

colour of each river at the confluence, one

darker than the other. Also at that point it

was not possible to see the river banks on either side, it
looked like a sea. Tangail town as well as its river banks
were prone to flooding and occasional tidal bores.
Though not of the ferocity and height of tidal bores of the
Chittagong coastal areas, the river waters would rise with
aroar and endanger the city.
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by a magistrate and deposited in the

treasury. Nobody had any ulterior
motive and everyone including the civil and police staff
were veryhelpful and forthcoming in assisting the victims
of the cyclone. We opened a shelter for those who had lost
their homes and boats at the local high school and I went
out to tour nearby areas and sent health and other officers
to go to the thana headquarters to provide assistance.




