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9@,54[ Bahar C'Ar)wz{bt(y
The resonance of
a baritone

| FAYZAHAQ
I QBAL Bahar Chowdhury, a household name of the

Mustafa, Nurunnahar Fyzennesa, Lily Chowdhury and
Kafi Khan. Radio Pakistan Dhaka, according to him, had
an ambience which will never be there again. "It was
more like a family," he comments. The broadcaster was
expected todo the translation as well as editing. Asked to
comment on the early days of broadcasting, Iqgbal Bahar
says, "The Radio Pakistan's inception was after All India -
. News and we inherited that pattern. Television, which
came in 1964, was a pilot project for three months. We
were operating from the DIT building at that time, There
was a studio and a fewrooms for the producers. The news
section had'a small booth. The bigger studio for other
programmes was nextto it. It was a limited operation but
had quality, production as there was total devotion,"
Igbal Bahar recounts. Alam Rashid, who read the English
news, was his contemporary. Humayun Chowdhury read
the first news bulletin. Tajul Islam and Sirajul Majid
Mamun followed,

Igbal Bahar joined VOA in 1972. Asked if he needed
special training for VOA, Igbal Bahar smilingly says,
"They don't train people, they take trained people; But
you have your experience there, which is different from
that of this country. The newsroomis open 24 hours.

"There are many desks like that for Middle East, South
Asiaand National. They don't rest even on Christmas or
NewYear. Ten to twelve stories from the assortment of the
given stories are picked up. They select the top stories
first whether it be in the Middle East, Thailand; Bangla-
desh or UK. Editors in the Bangla Service will definitely
pickupstoriesin Bangladesh."

Recounting the interesting events that he covered,
Igbal'Bahar says that the most important ones were the
live broadcast of the arrival of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman from his days of imprisonment in Paki-
,-stan'on January 10, *72. All throughout March, 1971 such
" emotional incidence occurred.

At that time he read the news, working under the then
Pakistan Television. "We were broadcasting news with a
Bangladesh slant, against the wishes of the Pakistani
administration,” he recounts. He took his work so seri-
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_ Qayyum | ,&sadnmnan -ts*one ofthe miebrated names in v, I"lis brilliant actlng hus wun.' /

hima pmmnentplnoc in the hearts ofhis fans. Born on Octaber 31, 1946, Noor's
ting career began early in his school and college days. Brought upinaculturally
' lhuedfamﬂy environ, Noor was elected the Cultural Secretary of the East Pakistan.
Students' Union. He came to Dhaka in '73 and joined the theatre group Padatik Inter-
estingly, his acting career began as a replacement of the rénowned actor Abu.l Haya). in
aplay written hyRashnl Haider and directed by Aly Zaker. ' !
Noor has performed in nurmerous TV plays, acting out various Toles--young unem-
ployed brother- -in-law, zamindar, professional murderer and, of course, the most
popular character of a benevolent mastaan Baker, On stage, also, he has proved his.
talent. Noor has also performed in films: Hulia, a short film based on the famnus poem
of N!rmalend uGocm, a.nciDahon.

60s and 70s, is the head of the Bangla Service, VOA.
While visiting Dhaka he recounts his experiences in
broadcasting over the years. He says, "I began broadcast-
. ing in 1949, from Nazimuddin Road, in a small setting
@, | « with three studios. Radio Pakistan Dhaka was then the
" only broadcasting media. I was a child at that time and'l

-Abdus Shatoor
Abdus Shakoor Shah's work is ha.sed onthe famous Baliads of: Mymmslngh. acol:
 ‘lection of folk lyrical stories. His calligraphy has a style, which has miluenuedmmy
. Bangladeshi artists. His works include poriraits of village women, completewith
saris and jewellery, seen along with tigers, elephants, birds and flowers, dope in ﬂzt
raw colours. His paintings had been inspired by nakshiknathas and the tiny dots of ~ *
muosaic floor. His works recall that ofmodem European artists like Plet Mondnnn :
and Paul Kleg,

Shakoor was born in Bogra in 1947 and got his post diploma frumBamdhn. lndi
He has won eight awards including the Diploma Ucrestnictwa from Poland; 3rd
Prize International Noma Concours (ACCU) from Japan; Best Prize of Lalitkala
Academy, India, and Honorary Mention Award in the 13th National Art Exhibition
_fromBangladesh. He has taken partin mnumcra‘hle national ami imemaliunnl
‘exhibitions,

Ashlsh Kini ko

 Actor, screen p]aywdght, d:aloguc wntcr, storywriter was bom on Oclober 10,1937

Igbal Bahar Chowdhury.

i
F“lll Screening -worked along with my sister Selina Bahar Zaman in vari-

 Alfred HitchoockRetrospective. | ous programmes like recitation, plays for children and. ously, he says, that after 25th March he refused to smile at | inMymensingh. He stepped in the silver screen with the film Harano Din. Hisnote-
O!yan.l'mr' Dhaka Unlve:shy Flijn | itemslike 'KhelaGhor', a weekly programme.” Bollowing! = the end ofithe news reading; for which he was physically | worthy films include Karuw, Begana, Bhaowal Shonyashi, Kayse Kah, Nadi ONari,
*Sodely i up his career, he says, "Gradually, I started participating  tortured by the Pakistan army personnel. - ; . Shutorang, Angar, Achena Otithi; Rupali Shoikatey, Mouchor, ShakhiTumi Kar, Kar

- Venue: GDBN nstitut, Hausa 1.0 | in university programmes. As a student of the Dhaka He used to defy curfew, take bold ventures and made j'BamApauDum!.lemm.Anekdmqu Duiparbo, Badal, Janmo Theke Jwolchhi,
 Road 09, Dhanmqnd} | University, my first play was Eureka, written by Professor  attempts to meet important political figures. In several  Rajar Raja, Pagla Raja, Shohag Milon, All Baba Chotlish Chor, Madhumaloti, bhasfi
“Schedule . S Syed Magsud Ali. I'm one of the few people from Bangla-  instances he met Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. i Gharey Baireyand Porinita.

Jmm:yﬂ 03‘00!’1!19“3“1‘1 deshwho have beenin broadcasting forthelast 55 years.  Igbal Bahar remembers clearly how Sheikh Mujibur

 Aregularactorin radio he also directed plays for theatre and 1elevision. A'collec-
. tion of stories titled Anek Turar Akash was published by him. The late actor was

 awarded the. Naﬂnnal Film Award and Bachshash Award in 1986 for sllppurlm g role
. inthe ﬁ]m Ponnlm

I continued reading news on the Radioin 1960 when the
studios moved to Shahbagh headquarters.”

"I hosted Geeti Bichitra, a half-hour musical request
programme,” Igbal adds. He took part in Radio plays with
well-known actors like Khan' Ataur Rahman, Ghulam

Rahman congratulated himon one instant for using the
term Bangabandhu on TV for the first time on March 3,
1971. Bangabandhu said that people like him were his
"treasures--hira, chuni, panna' and told him to "con-
tinuethe struggle, evenifI'mmnot there."

'No shortcut to popularity'---Tisha
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NOVERA DEEPITA

There's been no looking back for
Tisha ever since she stepped into
entertainment media through the
national children's competition,
Ngtun Kyri, in the 1990s. Then
followed, other recognition: In 1995
she won the Gold Cup in 'Group A’
while she was the runner-up in the
same group in 1993, She won gold
medals in four categories such as
story telling, singing rhymes, classi-
cal and patriotic song. This chid
artiste has metamorphosed into a
popular face on the silver screen. She
is a popular star for many commer-
cials and at present acting in two
popular mega serials 69 and Keboli
Raat Hoye Jay.

It was an enormous task preparing
for the competition of Natun Kuri,
says Tisha. In her words, 'I'selected
the story for the competition amonth

Tisha -

prior to the show. [ went to different
authors for suggestions. 1 asked
them how 1 could deliver effective
dialogues and pronounce the words
correctly.! She regrets that today's
competitors do not give adequate
time for preparation. As Tisha adds
'Music is a serious art and the com-
petitors must assure that they have
completed basiclearning.'

Tisha feels that anyone who
wants to be a musician must go
through the proper practice of clas-
sical music, which is the base of
music of all genres. She says, 'This
Was a common practice even:in our
times but unusually today's chil-
‘dren' seem very reluctant. Taking
part in the media for them is like a
shortcut to popularity, Maybe, it is
for such reasons that children's
programme has lost its past glory,
attraction and quality.’

AFP, Hong Kong

Over 150 Asian music and movie slars, a
majority of them from Hong Kong, will join
forces in the Chinese territory forahuge fund-
raising show to help the Asian tsunami relief
effort.

JetLi

Four popular Hong Kong singers Andy Lau,
Jacky Cheung, Teon Lai, Aaron Kwok--known
locally as the four Gods of canlo-pop--are sel to
headline the show. Chinese action star Jet 14,
who and his family narrowly escaped the disas-
ter when they were on holiday in Maldives, will
alsoshare hisstoryofstrvival.

Thailand action star Tony Jaa, who stamed
lastyearinsurpriseintemational hit movie Ong
Bak, is expected to appeal cash donations. Jaa,

whose home country is one of the worst hit

areas by the disaster, said he was grateful for
donationshiscountryhad received.

Hollywood action star Jackie Chan, one of
the convenors of the show, will not be able to
attend duetoapriorengagementin the Unites
States but will raise funds by telephone. Other
celebrities, such as actor Chow Yun-Fat and
Maggie Cheung, areyetto confirm.

‘The seven-hour show, titled Crossing Bar-
ders Fund Raising Show, will be held at the
HongKongStadiumfrom 0800 GMT.

More than 100 singers from Hong Kong, the
mainland and Taiwan have recorded the
show's theme song, Love, a Chinese-language
version of WeAre theWorld, onginally released

Jackie Cheung

by USA for Africa in 1985 in aid of Airxcan :
faminerelief.

Allmajor TV stationsin Hong Kong, Taiwan,
China, Singapore and Malaysia will broadcast
the show live and are expected to draw over
100 millionviewers, organisers saic.

Nearly 150,000 people were killed and
several million lefthomeless or hungry aftera
massive carthquake deep below the Indian
Ocean off Indonesia on December 26 sent
huge waves crashing into coastal communi-
tiesin 11'countries.
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