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Edu undecided

AFER London

Brazil midfielder Edu's future at
Arsenal could be decided this week
with the English champions stalling
overoffering hima new contract.

. Edu's contract expires in the
summer and he has been linked
with Spanish trio Real Madrid,
BarcelonaandValencia.

"I'm not sure if [ want to stay or
not because the club have let the
situation go on this far," the 26-
year-old told BBC Sport.

"Ifthey had really wanted tosign
they should have come up with an
offer six months before indicating

they wanted to sign me and that's | |8

made methink."

Edu's brother and representa-
tive Amadeo Fensao has said that
Arsenal's current offer was well
short of what he was seeking.

»  Edu added: "My brother is due
to come to London on Thursday.
There is a meeting planned for 6 or
7January to sortitout with Arsenal.

"Now I have a choice to stay or
go. I want to sort it out as soon as
possible, that's in the best interests
ofboth the cluband myself.

"I'm going to make my decision
after the meetinglater this week."

But he said he was encouraged
by maneger Arsene Wenger's sup-
port.

" still have a good relationship
with Arsene Wenger - he's always
sald he wants me tosign."

Eduisable to begin negotiations
with other clubs because FIFA
regulations allow players to start
talks six months before their con-
tracts expire.

The midfielder, who broke in to
the Brazil side in 2004, admitted he
had been flattered to have been
linked with the three Spanish
giants.

"I've just heard stories from the
news that the Madrid president
Florentino Perez, the Valencia
people, as well as Barcelona are
interested. That's nice, but I've
never talked to them, so I can't say
they want me sign 100 percent,” he
said.

Premiership
Saints stay in
trouble
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Former England striker Kevin

Phillips was on target twice but

Southampton had to settle fora point

in a 3-3 draw with Fulham on

Wednesdaywhich left the Saints still

rooted inrelegation trouble,

It was only Southampton's
second point from the hectic four-
match Christmas schedule and it
also left manager Harry Redknapp,
whose son Jamie was making his
debut, waiting for his firstvictory.

"It was a good entertaining
' match with chances created at both

ends - but we're disappointed,
because it's a game we wanted to
win," said Phillips.

«"We showed a lot of courage but
couldn't hang on to the lead. We
have to keep taking the positives
from each game and keep working
hard.

"The manager has brought in
two' quality players (Jamie
Redknapp and Calum Davenport) -
but we need to get more points on
theboard."”

In a thrilling first-half, Fulham
snatched the lead in the 20th min-
ute when Papa Boupa Diop edged a
free-kick from Mark Pembridge past
Antii Niemi in the Southampton
goal.

But within 50 seconds of the
restart, the Saints were level when
Phillips beat the offside trap to heacl
home a cross from Fabrice
Fernandes.

Eight minutes later Phillips was
on target again to give
Southamptonthe lead.

Fulham striker Tomasz
Radzinksi was caught in possession
by Jamie Redknapp who released
Phillips. The former England man
then nipped past the challenges of
Zeshan Rehman and Zat Knight to
curl a low shot past Edwin van der
Sar in the Fulham goal from 18
yards.

; However, the Londoners were
level just two minutes before half-
time when Niemi parried a Luis Boa
Morte drive which fell to Steed
Malbranque who volleyed home
from 15 yards. :

Fulham then went looking for
the lead and Radzinski made up for
his earlier error by firing his team in
front five minutes into the second
half.

Boa Morte took the ball off
Redknapp and Radzinski finished
off his team's quick break with a
clinical finish to register his fourth
goal inthe last five games.

Collins John then had a chance
to make it 4-2 but Niemi saved with
his legs.

Incredibly, the Saints made the

most of their good fortune by pull- *

ing themselves level again in the
71stminute.

Anders Svensson hit a low cross
from the left where Liam Rosenior,
under pressure from Peter Crouch,
turned the ball into his own net.
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AFP, Madrid

Real Madrid and Real Sociedad
managed to finish their match

jand the hosts made the most of their
second chance by grabbing a late
winner for a 2-1 victory here on
Wednesday.

Goals from Ronaldo and Nihat
Kahveci had left both sides level
pegging when the match had to be
suspended on December 12, but a
Zinedine Zidane penalty gave
Madrid coach Wanderley
Luxemburgo a winning start at his
newclub,

The two teams played out the
final 2mins 40secs of regulation time
and another four minutes of injury
time on Wednesday after referee
Vicente Lizondo Cortes had no
choice but to call a halt first time
around after an apparent bomb
threat from the Basque nationalist
group ETA.

"We showed complete concen-
tration and great motivation,” said
Luxemburgo after the bizarre finale,
which saw Real Sociedad make a
round trip of 700 miles for just a few

minutes of football and only to
return empty-handed.

Luxemburgo decided to unnerve
the visitors and throw everything at
the San Sebastian side from the
outser, in a game started by a goal

kick from Real Sociedad goalkeeper |

Asigr Rigsga,
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"But don't expect every game to

be like this. The next game will not
be like this," added Lixemburgo,
whose team face Atletico Madrid in
thelocal derby onSunday.

"However, as a team, we are
playing well together and my philos-
ophy is always to win," added the
former Brazilian national coach,
who only joined Real Madrid on
Thursday.

Luxemburgo opted to start with

Spanish foolball league standings after
Wadnesday's match (played, won,
drawn, lost, goals for, goals against,
points):

Barcelona 17 13 3 1 35 11 42
Valencla 17 9 5 3 27 12 32
Real 17 10 2 526 13 32
Sevila 17 9 4 42118 3
Espanyol 17 9 3 518 12 30
Belis 17 7 6 4222 27

-

Fernando Morientes alongside
Ronaldo rather than England striker
Michael Owen.

It looked like an inspired deci-
sion when the unsettled Spanish
international, who had not started a

_game, all season, had the first Real
chanceafterbarely fiwo minptes, »

: i Riesgo managed to save his side
on that occasion but the constant
pressure forced Sociedad defender
Mikel Labaka to bundle Ronaldo to
the ground a minute into injury
time, and Zidane stepped up to
convert fromthespot.

"The way we played here, we
could win the league, the
Champions League and the cup,”
bragged Luxemburgo.

"Real Madrid created their
chances and we couldn't have done
anymore. [ had the feeling we were
going to be struck by an avalanche,"
conceded Real Sociedad coach Jose
Maria Amorrotu.

Real Madrid climb two places to
third and now have 32 points from
17 games ahead of their local derby
againstAtletico on Sunday.

However, the 29-times Spanish
champions are still 10 points behind
their arch rivals and runaway league
leaders Barcelona.

The match was played out in

b

front of 15,000 curious spectators,
who had been let in for free, in
contrast to the 70,000 that had
packed the Bernabeu for the origi-
nal game.
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Leading scorers in the Spanish league
after Wednesday's match:

13-Samuel Eto'o (Barcelona)

9 - Ricarda Oliveira (Real Balis)

8- Julio Baptista (Sevilla), Nihat Kahveci
(Real Sociedad), Ronaldo (Real
Madrid}, Ismael Urzalz (Athlefic Bilbao)

7 - Chengue Morales (Osasuna), David
Villa (Real Zaragoza), Diego Forlan
(Villarreal), Maxi Rodriguez (Espanyol),
Femando Torres (Atletico Madrid)

6 - Edu (Real Belis), Santiago Ezquerro
(Athletic Bilbao), Albert Luque
(Deportivo La Coruna), Michael Qwen
(Real Madrid)

5 - Marco Di Vaio (Valencia), Javi
Guerrero (Racing), Darko Kovacevic
(Real Socledad), Luis Garcia (Mallorca),
Viadimir Manchev (Levanle), Savo
Milosevic (Osasuna), Walter Pandiani
(Departivo La Coruna), Juan Roman
Riquelme (Villarreal), Savio (Real
Zaragoza)
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WELL DONE IN SiX MINUTES! Real Madrid's new manager Brazilian Vanderlei Luxamhurgu (C) congratulates his charges after they beat Real Sociedad in Madrid on January 5. The two teams
returned to play the final 2 mins 40 secs of regulation time and another 4 minutes of injury time after the original match was suspended duea bomb threaton December12.

Primera Liga

Six minutes are enough

Chelsea wooing

teenagers?
AFP Lisbon

Portuguese side Sporting Lisbon
said Wednesday they would file a
formal protest to FIFA about an
alleged approach by Chelsea for
three ofits 15-year-old trainees.

The Lisbon-based club accused
the English Premiership leaders in a
statement posted on its website of

u-ying to recruit the players by
::f[mnng the mosg glemgm;{y FIFA
£S5,

Sporting said it was aware that
the three players -- Adrien Silva,
Fabio Ferreira and Ricardo
Fernandes -- had been training with
Chelsea without proper authoriza-
tion.

Portuguese sparts daily "O Jogo"
reported Tuesday that the three
players, who had not yet signed a
formal confract to pursue training
with Sporting, were poised to join
Chelsea.

Ifthe complaint goes ahead it will
be the second time in the last year
that a Portuguese club has filed a
complaint with the world's football
governing body over Chelsea's
recruitment tactics.

In April 2004 European
Champions FC Porto filed a formal
protest to FIFA over Chelsea's efforts
to woo the club's coach Jose
Mourinho.

The Portuguese coach signed
withthe London teamin June.

K($ 3 Football

AFP, London

The linesman at the controversy
over the Tottenham 'goal which
never was' insisted he had no regrets
over the embarrassingblunder.

Rob Lewis said there was no way
that he could be sure Manchester
United goalkeeper Roy Carroll had
dropped the ball over his own line as
the player scrambled to catcha long-
range effort from Pedro Mendes in
the 0-0 draw at Old Trafford on

. Tuesday. Lewis, 35, insisted there was
no way he could be certain the ball
had crossed theline because seconds
before the incident, he was halfway
up the pitch in line with the United
defence.

"I was doing my primary job,
which was to stand in line with the
last defender and watch for offside,"
Lewis told the Shropshire Star news-

pagﬁ pride myself on being relatively
fast over a short distance but by the
time the ball landed, I was stll 25
yards away from goal and it was
impossible from that distance to
judgeifithad crossedthe line.

"I could nothave guessed because
you have to be 100% sure on such
importantdecisions.

"I am disappointed because I
alwayslike to get decisionsright. But1

No regrets!

M
i

have thought about it a lot since the
incident and there was no

e

thing [
could have done differently - apart
from run faster than (former British
sprinter) Linford Christie."

Carroll and Lewis's combined
blunder has re-opened the debate
about whether video technology
should be used to rule on such ded-
sionsinthe future.

The issue is due to be discussed at
an International Football Asseciation
Board meeting in Cardiffon February

6.

And with the Football Association
and their Scottish and Irish counter-
parts all set to vote in favour of
trinlling a new ball containing a
microchip which can determine
whether it has crossed the line within
seconds, it seems certain some kind
of extended experiment will be
sanctioned in the near future,

It would be a move welcomed by
Lewis, especially if it saves him from
amthcrmghnmremomcm

His next appointment comes on
Friday at Turf Moor, when he willtun
the line in the FA Cup third round tie
beMEanu:nleyandenrpnoL

"My view, and I think it is shared
by most referees, is that for matter of
fact issues like whether the balfhas
crossed the line, technology should
beintroduced," said Lewis. - .4

"Any decision where the ‘law
states 'in the upmion of' -ihuuld be
leftas theyare."
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REUTERS, Buenos Aires

Diego Maradona returned to Cuba
to continue drug addiction treat-
ment on Wednesday after defying
doctor's orders and taking a month-
long Christmas break with his family
in Argentina.

"He went this morning," Mara-
dona's lawyer Roberto Damboriana
told Reuters. "He's going to resume
the treatment and study some offers
he's mceived from Spanish televi-
sion.”

Maradona has been updergoing

cocaine since Sgptember,, five

trentment far Jhis . gddiction. to .| wx-Argentina ‘captain's decision

Maradona
back in Cuba

months after spending 10 days in
the intensive care unit of a Buenos
Alreshospitalwith heartand breath-
ingproblems.

Although he had spent mueh of
the last four years at a spa on the
Caribbean island, he has been
subjected to a much stricter regime
inhislatestboutoftreatment. =

Maradona appeared on several
television shows during the ldst
month where he seemed (o be In
goodspirits.

"T always said we were going }G
see anather Diego, a different Diego,
because he has not been r:unsumlﬁg
drugs," Damborianasaid.

Maradona's doctor Alfredo C(!ht

said in November he opposed the

itl

kK

interruptthe treatment.
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AFP, London

A 1997 BMW car once owned by
England football captain David
Beckham has sold for more than
90,000 pounds (128,000 euros,
170,000 dollars) on eBay -- to the
dismay of the man who sold it two

months ago for less than a fifth of
that. Businessman John Pearson
said Wednesday that the realisation
of how much money he had lost was
"like winning a small lottery jackpot
andlosingthe ticker".

The BMW M3 convertible,
bought by Beckham for 42,000
pounds during his first full season at
Manchester United in 1997, sparked
a bidding war on Internet auction
site eBay, receiving 140 bids.

It eventually sold to an anony-
mous buyer for 90,100 pounds,
compared to the 16,000 Pearson
received when he sold it privately
twomonthsago.

Pearson said he had spoken to
several car dealers who told him the
blue BMW was only worth a little
more than 12,000 pounds despiteits
illustrious former owner, now with
Real Madrid.

Despite getting 60 calls assoon as

A 1997 BMW M3 convertible on display ata car show. David Beckham owned anje exactly llke this one.

Becks' BMW makes a fortune

he advertised the car, Pearson said
he had opted to sell the vehicle to the
first person who came up with the
cash.

*I'm pretty gnnoyed. If I'd have
known I would never have let it go
for that price, You just have to learn
fromthese things,” hesaid.

"I will follow my own instinets in
future and I've written those BMW
dealers off my Christmas list, that's
forsure."
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: Bangladesh Biman Corporation

Tender Notice

Purchase or Lease with Option to Purchase
of Three used A320 Family or 737 Family Aircraft \

Bangladesh Biman Corporation invites offers for Purchase or Lease with Option to Purchase!
of three-used Airbus A320 family or Boeing 737 family aircraft with standard two-class
configuration and similar engine configuration as per tender schedule to be delivered ma
Bangladesh Biman's livery. Manufacturing date of the offered aircraft must not be more lham
10 (ten) years from the date of publication of the tender naotice.

Aircraft manufacturers or Airlines/Leasing Companies owning or operating or leasing uri
managing commercial aircraft can participate in the tender. Bangladesh Biman COI’DUTatIGI'Ig
will not deal with any agent/broker during the process of evaluation and finalization ofj

Bidders may submit offers on any one or both the options. Bidders must quote offers for}
trade-in Biman's 2 (two) F28-4000 aircraft now flying in Biman's domestic and regmnal‘

Tender schedule containing detailed specification and terms & conditions will be available at’
Cash & Banking Section of Biman Head Office, Balaka, Kurmitola, Dhaka and from Biman' S'
overseas offices at New York, London, Paris, Frankfurt, Rome, Amsterdam, Dubai, Jeddah,:

Delhi, Mumbai, Karachi, Bangknk, Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Tokyo and Hong Kong on aII;"
working days during office hours from 10 January 2005 on payment of US dollar 100.00%
(one hundred) or equivalent (Non- refundable) for each tender schedule. Cost of tender'
schedule in Bangladesh will be BDT 6,000.00 (six thousand) only (Non-refundable).

5. Bidders will be required to submit their Technical and Financial Offers in a single saaled]
envelope addressed to General Manager (Planning), Bangladesh Biman Corporation, Head |
Office, Balaka, Kurmitola, Dhaka-1229, Bangladesh latest by 1400 hours BST (0800 hours?
UTGC) on or before 16 February 2005 and same will be opened immediately after the closmg‘
time in presence of bidders (if any). If the closing day is declared as public holiday, then ma.
offers will be opened in the next working day at the same time and venue.

Contents of tender notice and tender schedule can be viewed at Biman's Web SIIB{

Bangladesh Biman Corporation reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the cffer{s}'
partly or wholly at any time and/or stage without assigning any reason whatsoever and no

B.

(www.bimanair.cam).
i

claim shall be acceptable in this regard.
GD-16

General Manager (Planning) ‘
. —
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Dated: 4 January 2005
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