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Microsoft offers
free virus-busting
programs

AP, Washington

Microsoft Corp,, whose
Windows software is a I;;ueru:
target for Internet viruses, iso

a free security program (o remove
the most dangerous infections from
computers.

opu]ar

e program, with monthly -

updates, is a step toward plans by
Microsoft to sell full-blown antivirus
softwarelater this year.

Microsoft said yesterday that
consumers can download the new
. security program from the com-
pany's website www,
microsoft.com and that updated
versions will be offered automati-
cally and free each month. It will be
availablestarting Tuesday.

* Also, Microsoft offered Thursdu!
safreeprogram (o remove * spyw:u-e
a category of imitating p
‘thatsecretlymonitorthe a::tivine.s of
Internet users and can cause slug-
gish computer performance or

. popup ads.
L M}:msoftaa]dﬂaevims removal
gram will not prevent computer
Eﬂecﬂon.s and was never intended
. to replace the need for traditional

. antivirus software, such as flagship

products from MecAfee Inc. or
SymanteecCo

But a sen[nr M]crusuft executive
confirmed the company's plans to
sellits own antivirus software, which
would compete against pro
from McAfee, S tecand others,

Microsoft purchased a
Homanian antivirus firm, GeCAD
Software Sitl., for an undisclosed
amount in 2003, Industry rivals
expect Microsolt's formal entry into
the marketas early asthespring.

"We will have a stand-alone
antivirus product that is one of the
things you can buy from Microsoft,
but we're not announcing anything
today,” said Rich Kaplan, vice presi-
dent for Microsoft's security busi-
ness and technologyunit.

The offers of free virus- and
spyware-removal tools were
intended to convince consumers
that Microsoft is working to improve
its software's security, Kaplan said.

Microsoft and other companies
occasionally have offered separate
programs fto disinfect specific
viruses, Microsoft promised its new
removal tool will target a variety of
infections and will be updated each
month to recognize new ones,

Microsoft’is sensitive to criti-
cism about the susceptibility of its
Windows operating system soft-
ware to computer viruses. It has
responded by tightening security
for its popular Outlook e-mail
software and improving the protec-

No action
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Earlier he in violation of rules of the
university had allowed a senior
student of the department to take
classes.

A member of the probe commit-
tee requesting anonymity said they
would not recommend any disci-
plinary action as they think the
teacher is suffering from mental
depression due to estrangement
from his wife.

The probe body would however
advise issuing warning against him
for giving fatwa (religious edict) as
well as allowing a student to take
classes.

"The probe report is ready. We
would publish it after dealing with
some other important issues in
hand," said Prof Enamul Huq Khan.

The five-member probe commit-
tee comprising four deans was
formed on September 28 last year
and asked to publish report by
October7.

tive firewall utility forWindows, But
its reputation largely has hinged on
consumers' effective use of
antivirus products and other secu-
rity programs outside Microsoft's
control,

Microsoft has proceeded more
cautiously in recent years as it
moves to compete against its one-
time partners. European antitrust
regulators last year fined the com-
pany $613 million over charges it
abused its software monopoly.
Microsoft is operating under
restrictions from a U.S. antitrust
settlement with the Bush adminis-
tration until 2007.

Kaplan encouraged consumers
to buy updated antivirus software
from vendors such as Symantec
and McAfee. He also expressed
confidence thatanindustry organi-
zation formed to share details
between Microsoft and leading
antivirus companies about virus
outbreaks would survive
Microsoft's decision to compete
directly against those same busi-
nesses.

Antivirus vendors have warned
investors about the fallout as
Microsoft enters the market.
McAfee, for example, said in its
most recent annual report that its
own produets could become "obso-
lete and unmarketable" if Microsoft
were to include antivirus protec-
tion inWindows so

A Symantec executive, Vincent
Wealfer, said Microsoft's success as
an antivirus company at
Symantec's expense was not guar-
anteed. Weafer noted that some
leading security companies have
decades of specialized experience
and skilled researchers.

"This is an area we certainly
think we can differentiate ourselves
from Microsoft,”
"We've worked hard over the years
to build rustwith customers."

Microsoft disclosed last month
that it planned to offer software to
remove spyware programs'that are
secretly running on computers. But
in a shift from past practice,
Microsoft said it may charge con-
sumers for future versions of the
new protective IE{:hnn]uE(, which
Microsoft acquired by buying a
small New York software firm.
Kaplan said the free version of
Microsoft's new spyware-removal

. software will_expire July, 31 and

pricing for future versions is still
undecided, Rival anti-spyware
tools, such as Lavasoft Inc.'s popu-
lar Ad-Aware product, offer similar
functions to Microsoft's, and many
are free.

50 jailed
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Khiarpara village under Badarganj
upazila of Rangpur district on
March6, 1987,

The attackers critically injured
Sabar and Jalil, confined them in a
room and later burnt them to
death.

Avillager named Mohsin Ali filed
a case with Badarganj Police Station
in connection with the sensational
double murder. Police pressed
charges against 81 people on March
23, 1997.

The court however acquitted 30

people as charges brought against
themwere notproved.

Benapole
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joint secretary of the shipping min-
istry and customs commissioner
have returned to Dhaka to discuss
the issue with the ministry and
National Board of Revenue,

Govt puts administrator
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a petition with the Court of Second
Assistant Judge against the govem-
ment. The content of the petition, on
which the éudgement was based,
could not be known [mmed[ately
though.

According to the true copy of the
judgement, Second Assistant Judge
Syed Azad Sobhani ruled: "The defen-

{ dant no 37 (government side) is

| hereby directed to agpoml an admin-
istrator to take over the function of the
executive committee of BGMEA
consisted ofdefendantsno9-35."

The BGMEA leaders told The Daily
Star that the judgement was delivered
in their absence and that they were
neither given a hearing nor sum-
moned. "We even don't know what
prompted the court ruling,” won-
dered BGMEA President Annisul Hug.
"We urge the prime minister to with-
drawtheadministrator,” he added.

Insiders say the move was orches-
trated to prevent 'pro-opposition’

anel leaders from taking the BGMEA
eadership with the election sched-
uled for February 17.

Two top panels, nanmlySnmm:hm
Parishad and Forum, were only da
away fromannouncingtheir i punel
to contestinthe upcomingballot.

Sources said the incumbent presi-
dent is likely to spearhead the Forum
panel while Tipu Munshi is expected
to lead the Sammilito Parishad panel.
Both panels share between them the
executive committee, the policy-
making body of the BGMEA, and have
huge popularityinthe association.

Insiders say the Forum and the

_Sammilito Parishad were likely to

conﬂ;e strong again in the upcoming

pa

In the last election in 2003, the
Oikya Jote panel staged a last-minute
baycott despite rtedly enjoying
blessings of the ruling coalition. The
previous election was held followinga
Supreme Court order.

In that election, both the
Sammilito Parishad and the Forum
](;?Jl:tlyac]ome;:]eﬂ(i jumﬂyhn inst lhe

ote, Eroups
candidates fromeach anelmlheﬁny
foranequalnumberof posts.

But only 12 hours to the election,
the Oikya Jote through a press state-
ment announced their intention to
withdraw from the race, although
there was no such scope with the
deadline for withdrawal well over. The
ballot papers had names of candi-
dates frombothpanels.

BGMEA President Annisul Huq
said the garment sector was already
passing a critical time with only six
daysintothe post-MFAer.

"The present move will definitely
have a negative impact on our export
as buyers will be wary and short on
confidence," Hugq said. "Besides, we
fail to understand what our offences
are that have led to the appointment
ofanadministrator."

Hugq said the BGMEA will go to the
higher court against the court ruling
and the subsequent government
order and try to make sure that the
ganment owners exercise their fran-
chise in'this critical phaseotheMFA
pahseout.

He urged all garment manufac-
fures and owners to get united on the
issue,

Weafer said. |

Road crashes
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petforming their annual winter
exercises in the Gorai-Hatubhanga
forestinTangail.

Later, the lorry was salvaged and
taken to Savar Cantonment. Traffic
on the highwa nHmm:ﬂned disrupted
for nearly half an hour after the
accident.

In Simhf.J nj, a Nagarbari bound
passenger bus from Hatikumrul in
Sirajganj crashed into a roadside dIu:h
at Chairashika in Ullapara upazila at
around 2:00pm, killing three people
on the spot and injuring 24 others.

Two of the dead were identified as
Abdur Razzak, 25, and Madina, 12, of
Chairashika village under the upazila.
Identity of the other could not be
known.

Police recovered the bodies and
sent them to Sirajganj General
Hospital for autopsy. are
undergoing treatment at the same
hospital.

UNB adds from Faridpur:
Monwara, 32, and her daughters
Babita, 5, and Kohinoor, 3, were
killed when as a bus knocked their
rickshaw at Shibrampur on Dhaka-
Faridpur highway yesterday after-
noon.

Another daughter of the ill-fated
woman, Julekha, and the
rickshaw;lullcr were injured in the
accident and admitted to Faridpur
Medical College and Hospital.

Another UNB report says: A
woman and her daughter were
and her two other children critically
injured in aroad accidenton the Cox's
Bazar-Chittagong highway at Kalghar
inRamuupazilnatnoon.

Identity of the victims could not be
known. Police said a bus hit the
woman and her three children while
they were crossing the road, killing the
mman and on;;lf her dalgghms on

tan gtwoothers.

EO umemadnﬂned to Cox's
Bazar Sadar Hospital. Police seized the
bus.

Our Satkhira correspondent
reported that a road accident on the
Satkhira-Assassuni Road left two
peoplekilled.

The dead are Alif Uddin, 50, of
village Bara Kamar and Kabir
Hossain, 10, of village Ellarchar in
Sadarupazila.

An unidentified man died on the
spot when a Dinajpur bound passen-
gerbushithimatPaglapirpointonthe
Rangpur-Dinajpur Highway under
Rangpur Sadar upazila in the after-
noon.

Little headache
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family has already spent over Tk
16,000 for various medical tests,
According to an estimate by the
neurosurgery department, about 15
to 20 percent of the patients admit-
ted to the depmtment are child and
female patients, -~ <o .
“"About 25 to 30 head and spinul
injury cases come to our depart-
ment a day through the emergency
wing, and they get beds, even if
those are extra beds. The main
problem is scheduling their surgery.
It takes long before surgery can be
petformed on them due to along list
of such patients," said Shafiq Uddin.
Asked about the bed crisis, a high
official at the hospital said, "Most of
the head and spine injury cases are
of the males and we have allocated
more beds for them. Female and
child patients are less than one-
fourth ofthe patients admitted."
Shafiq Uddin said, "I have
requested the DMCH authorities
several times to allocate more beds
for the female and child patients
withnoresponse asyet."

Rights body
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magistrate's court freed the woman
from judicial cust of the d.eputy
commissioner foll Tﬂ

behalf of the urgnnlsaﬁon. e cuun
also ordered the palice to conduct a
freshmedical testofthe victim.

Two [resh tests were carried out
at Khulna Medical College and
Hospital on December 29 and
January 3. The results of the tests,
however, are yet tobe had.

Fourteen police led by camp-in-
charge Abdul Kuddus and a Havildar
Rokonuzzaman gang-raped the
housewifeat the camp on December
18 last year. The victim later named
all the 14 police whoraped her.

District police administration in
the face of countrywide pmlest
suspended five of the accused and
arrested them. They are Kuddus,
Rokonuzzaman and constables
Harun, Sakib and HurunurRashid.

. - -
Biman unionists
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At the meeting, the committee
rejected a plan to procure two new

eneration aircraft for Biman after
rontline ministers blasted the
airline authorities for the poor
performance,

But the union leaders said
Biman's financial performanceis on
the up and it earned Tk 17 crore
operating profit during 2003-04
fiscal year.
agreed that Biman counts
huge loss on the Dhaka-New York
route, but said the mment had
introduced the flight ignoring the
employees’ protest.

Biman cgunls’l'k 50 lakh in loss
for each flight on this route and it
incurred aloss 0f Tk 144 crore on this
singleroute in thelast three years.

About the cabinet committee's
observation that Biman has huge
excess manpower, the union leaders
said Biman still has staff shortage.
Against 6,761 approved manpower,
Biman is running with 5,232 staff,
theysaid.

Bimanis currentlyoperatingafleet
of 14 aircraft and it has 373 staff for
each aircraft, which is very high by
international standards, sources said.

The union leaders will sit again
tomorrow (Safurday) to chalk out a

plan to vent to their dissatisfac-
tion. Alam Bhuiyan, convenor
of BSC, presided overthe meeting,

-
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Zimbabwe sent on cherry chase
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dismissed just sixruns short of what
would have been his fourth Test
century leaving Rajin Saleh (60 not
out) and Aftab Ahmed batting onsix

Bangladesh, eveing their maiden
Test victory in 35 appearances, will
go into the second day with a desire
of batting two more sessions to push
fora firstinningslead.

Bashar did nothesitate to elect to
bat first after winning the toss and
the Tigers' had their best opening
partnership ever to #poil
Zimbabwe's return to Test cricket
afterseven-and-a-halfmonths.

However, the country's premier
batsman had the best partership of
the day, 119 in less than 30 overs,
with Rajin.

Having raced to his 18th half-
century in 56 balls with eight hits to
the fence, Bashar slowed down but
still exhibited his trademark pull
shots and square cuts,

The Bangladesh skipper looked
dangerous towards the end of the
innings and had hit six more bound-
aries to reach 94 off just 128 deliver-
ies.

But one loose shot brought

disappointment to a 5,000-strong
crowd. Bashar glided an outswinger
from Christopher Mpofu to the
hands of Taibu to give the debutant
seamer his first Test wicket.

Inspired by Bashar's 204 minutes
of pure entertainment, Rajin
cracked seven fours and the only six
of the day when he lofted Stuart
Matsikenyeriover long-off.

Rajin also had a touch of luck
after Zimbabwe took the new ball
after 80 overs. The diminutive bats-

an, gaining confidence from an 82
against India in the last match of the
one-day series, hooked
Chigumbura in the air but Graeme
Cremer could not hold the ball at
square-leg.

Rajin, then on 41, did not look
back and completed his fourth Test
fiftyin94 balls.

Earlier, the foundation came
from Javed Omar and Nafees [qbal
who put on a record 91 runs or the
opening stand -- Bangladesh's
fourth 50-plus effort inTests, On way
to surpassing Al Shahriar and
Javed's previous best 73 against the
same opposition at the same venue
in November 2001, they took the

scoreto72atlunch.

It was also the first time a
Bangladesh opening pair has lasted
afull session's play.

Dropped on nine, Nafees
notched his second half-century
seven overs after lunch when the
local lad drove medium-pacer Elton
Chigumbura through the covers.
The young local batsman, who
made a fluent 56 off 122 balls, joined
Javed in the dressing room shortly
afterwards while trying to push
paceman Mluleki Nkala from the
crease and Vusi Sibanda took an
excellent catch at the second
attemptatshort-legtomakeit93-2,

Javed (110-ball 33) was undone
by a short delivery from
Chigumbura that kissed the handle
ofhis bat to the gloves of Taibu.

Bashar and Mohammed Ashraful
took the total to 153 before the latter
was out for an uncharacteristically
19 off the last ball of the second
session.

Ashraful tried to flick the ball
down the leg side but Hamilton
Masakadza held a fine catch at leg-
gully to give Nkala his second
wickel.

BINP meet sings Rab praises
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criminals and keep the law and
orderunder contral.

BNP organised its second grass-
roots level conference at Kushtia
Stadium where around 2900 union
and ward level representatives from
Meherpur, Chuadanga, Jhenidah,
Magura and Kushtia districts con-
verged. The first such conference
was held in Thakurgaon on January
4. ’

A series of 19 conferences of the
ruling party will be held across the
country as part of its drive to
strengthen the party ahead of the
next general elections.

Union andward level leaders and
activists of the ruling party gathered
at the conference and talked about
the successes and failures of the
party in the last three years with the
centralleaders,

BNP Senior Joint Secretary
General Tarique Rahman presided
over the conference.

Prior to the conference, Tarique
went round the audience and shook
hands with a number of representa-
tives.

The day-long conference started
at 9:00am and continued till after-
noon where over a hundred party
representatives put forward their
suggestions for the development of
the partyaswell as the country.

Describing the conference as the
conference of old and young people,
the young BNP leader said, "We can
do alot for the welfare of the people
and the country if we can work as
members of a BNP family, putting
behindall the differences."

BNP Vice-Chairman and
Minister for Forest and
Environment Tariqul Islam urged
the grassroots level BNP leaders to
remain alert to the conspiracy
against the party and said, "We'll
have to foll any conspiracy against
the politics of production and devel-
opment."

A number of ministers, lawmak-
ersand BNP senior leader, including
Abdullah al Noman, Shahjahan
Siraj, Barkatullah Bulu, AKM
Mosharraf Hossain, Amanullah
Aman, Advocate Ruhul Kuddus

Rahman Minu, Joynal Abedin Faruk
MP Moshiur Rahman MP Advocate
Moazzem Hossain Alal, Mofiqul
Hasan Tripti, Syed Emran Saleh
Prince and Hawa Bhaban

spokesman AshikIslam attended
the conference.

Taking part in the discussion,
some of the party representatives
said the government should con-
tinue OMS and VGF programme
roundthe year.

The local leaders addressed the
conference in line with the 18-point
agenda,

All the representatives were given
an audio cassette and different types
of books and documents each con-
taining party founder late president
Ziaur Rahman's major activities,
party philosophy, information
about the BNP and Bangladesh
politics, the country’s agricultural
development and prospect, the
government's role in alleviating
poverty, opposition's "negative
programmes that are hampering
development activities", and pens
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one of its two members are yet to
submittheirstatements.

Talking to reporters Wednesday,
Justice Khan said, "We'll submit them
ifneeded."

According to the commission's
primary estimates, it will need at least
16stafftorun the cell.

“People are reluctant to disclose
any information about their wealth
fearing they will also be required to
reveal the source of it. So, initially,
we've decided not to ask about the
source oftheirwealth," said asourceat
the commission.

"Once we've their wealth state-
ments hand, we'll monitor their
activities to find out whether they are
involved in any corruption,” he
added.
FIRSTMEETINGATAGARGAON
The ACC held its first meeting in its
newolficeatAgargaon yesterday.

Oneofthe most discussed issuesin
the meeting was the legal hurdle in
absorbing the formerBacstaffinto the
commission.

Accordingtotheattomeygeneral's
opinion, the ACC act provides for the
Bac staff to work at the commission
from the day the bureau was dis-
solved. They will continue working
under the commission until with-
drawn by the government on the
commission'srequest, he hadsaid.

But Cabinet Secretary Saadat
Hussain said, althoughthe actvestsall
property of the Bacin the ACC, it does

Taukder Dulu, RCC Mayor Mizanur

ACC to ask for wealth

notplace the Bacstaffunderit.

The meeting observed that the
commission will be unable to work
properly until the difference in inter-
pretationof the lawissettled.

"It's urgent to reach a consensus
on the interpretation of the law. An
organisation can't run by different
interpretations of the same law;" Prof
Miansaid.

The cabinet secretary, who was
scheduled to meet the ACC chair and
the members yesterday to thrash out
the differences, did not turm up at the

. ACC office. He is likely to meet them

tOmOormow.

On the cabinet division's role, Prof
Mian said, "It liaises between the
commission and the government, as
the commission needs approvalof the
president and the government in
some matters.”

The meeting also discussed the
draft rule for conductinginquiriesinto
corruption, investigations and filing of
cases butdid not finaliseit.

Itdecided toask the govemment to
appoint two officials on deputation to
theACC to workas directors.

Other topics discussed include the
ACC's budget, other financial matters
and its organogram. "We hope fo
finalise the organogram next week,"
said Mian.

The commission yesterday
appointed Khan M Mizanul Islam, a
former Bac officer, as its public rela-
tions officer.

10,000 teachers

FROM PAGE 12

pay any heed to our demands and
we don't expect any justice from
them," Dhaka University Teachers'
Association President Prof AAMS
Arefin Siddiquesaid.

Prof Siddique, also president of
the Federation of Bangladesh
University Teachers' Association,
saidif properinvestigationsand trials
are not conducted, slayings of intel-
lectuals would continue unabated.

Chittagong University Teachers'
Association President Prof Nurul
Anwar called upon the countrymen to
standupagainstreligious fanaticism.

Prof Muhammed Zafar Igbal,
chairman of computer science and
engineering department of
Shahjalal University of Science &
Technology, Sylhet asked the gov-
emment how many times must they
gather to protest the killings (of
intellectuals).

Prof Abul Barakat, general secre-
tary of Bangladesh Economic
Association, said the anti-Liberation
forces have amassed about 10 mil-
lion US dollar through different
organisations and now they are
using the money to kill the intellec-
tuals.

Former DU vice chancellor Prof

AK Azad Chowdhury, Duta General
Secretary Prof Mohammad
Akteruzzaman, General Secretary of
Sammilita Sangskritik Jote Golam
Kuddus, Convenor of School and
College Teachers' Association Kazi
Faruk Ahmed, Editor of the Daily
Observer Igbal Sobhan Chowdhury,
Bangabandhu Krishi University
Teachers' Association General
Secretary Prof Qamruzzaman,
amongothers, addressed therally.

OurRU correspondent adds: The
Federation of Bangladesh
University Teachers' Association
called a token hunger strike and
work abstention programme was
observed partially while an admis-
sion test for the 2004-2005 academic
sessionwasbeingheld.

Progressive Teachers'
Association (PTA) members did not
take part in any activities regarding
the admission test. Many of the pro-
BNP teachers, however, went to
theirdepartments and tookclasses,

RU Teachers' Association (Ruta)
yesterday organised a condolence
meeting for the slain professor
Mohammed Yunus at the Juberee
Bhavan. They demanded immediate
arrest and punishment of the cul-
prits.

and pads.

JS body
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satellite towns, including two at
Savar, one at Gazipur, one at
Keraniganj and one at Sonargaon in
Narayanganj,

It discussed various issues relat-
ing to rehabilitation of the floating
and lower-middle class people at
Bhashantekin the capital.

The meeting stressed safeguard-
ing the interest of the common man,
steps to recover fllegally occupied
government land and formulating
laws to oversee the activities of
private sector entrepreneurs
engagedinreal estate business.

Chairmen of Bhumi Appeal Board,
Bhumi Sangsker Board and Rajukand
seniorofficialswere present.

Chairman of the committee
Mahbubur Rahman chaired the
meeting held at the Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban.

Committee members Enamul
Hoque, Mohammad Nurul Huda,
Mohammad Abdul Karim Abbasi,
Mohammad Kabir Hossain,
Promode Mankin and Mohammad
Golam Habib Dulal attended the
meeting. State Minister for Land
Ukil Abdus Sattar attended it on
specialinvitation.

RU recruits
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Rafiqul blamed the prevailing situa-
tionon 'ignorance’ of the RUauthor-
ities' legal adviser and law cell. " Our
appointments are legal as the RU
Syndicateapproved that," he said.

Akkas said Advocate Abu Aslam,
who filed the case challenging the
recruitment, isan 'enemyofpeople’,

RU Registrar Abdus Salam said
Pro- Vice-chancellor KAM Shahadat
Hossain Mondol, also appointment
committee chairman, has ordered
advertisement against 255 vacant
posts.

He mentioned the 546 employ-
ees, whose recruitment was stayed
by the High Court, cannot apply for
the posts as long as the stay order is
inforce.

Shahadat Hossain said, "We are
trying our best forthe employees”.

Expert body
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laundering following increased
pressure from the US government
and the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) in the context of the
recent terrorism boom.

The UNSC also offered a fund for
technical assistance to carry out the
task, prompting the Finance
Ministry to ask the BB in October
last to assessits assistance needs.

The ministry also asked for a
draft plan for forming the central
bank's financial investigation unit
that needs to be approved by parlia-
ment.

A BB source said the central bank
will finalise its draft amendments to
the Amla, passed in 2001, in consul-
tation with the Anti-Money
Laundering Taskforce headed by its
deputy governor.
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18 Iraqis found,
dead in a field

AP, Baghdad

The bodies of 18 young [raqi Shia
taken off a bus and executed last
month while seeking work at a US
base have been found in a field near
the volatile city of Mosul, police said
yesterday.

Police said the insurgents shot the
men, who ranged in age from 14 to 20,
on December B after 5topiung their
two mini-buses about 30 miles west of
Mosul.

Their hands were tied behind their
back and each was shot in the head,
police said. All of the men were Shiite
Muslims from Baghdad's northem
neighborhood of Kadhimiya who had
been hired by an Imgi confractor to
workataUSbasein Mosul.

The bodies were discovered
Wednesday, the same day a suicide
attacker blew up an explosives-laden
car outside a police academy south of
Ba@dudln?ﬂ[lnhduringagmduntjun
ceremony, killing 20 people.

A second car bomber killed five
[raqi policemen in Baqouba bringing
the death toll to at least 90 so far this

| week in surging violence aimed at

derilingthismonth'selections.

In a separate execution-style
incident, the bodies ofthree Jordanian
truck drivers shot in the head were
discovered on the outskirts of Ramadi,
70 miles west of Baghdad, an AP
photographerat the scene said yester-
day. "This is the fate of anyone who
cooperates with the Americans," said
anote placedonone ofthebodies.

A Marine belonging to the 1st
Marine Expeditionary Force was killed
in action Thursday while conducting
operationsin the Al Anbar province in
western Iraq, the military said in a
statement that did not give further
details.

Despite the mounting attacks and
death toll, Iraq's interim leader again
insisted the ballot would go ahead as
planned.

"We will not allow the terrorists to
stop the puhuml process in Irag,"
Prime Minister Ayad Allawi said "The
elections process is the basis for the
deepening of the national unity in

Whlle Allawi and US military
commanders insisted parliamentary
elections must be held as scheduled
on Jan. 30, interim President Ghazi al-
Yawer, u;rhr? haldslhun!y cvijmmmugal
powers, left o e pos.sl ty that
themlemuldg:a

"I think that we d continue
working on how to hold the elections

“on schedule, but we s.hould not lack

If the election takes place, it is
expected to shift power to the Shiite
Muslim community, an estimated 60

t of the population that has
Been dorinated by the Sunni Arab
m[nority since modern Iraq was
created afterWorldWarlL

The ncy is believed to be
led by Sunnis and Saddam Hussein's
supporters. US officials believe the
violence is aimed at blocking the
elections and driving out the US-led
military coalition. They say postpon-
ing the vote would be tantamount to
concedingvictory to the militants.

The car bomb outside the police

11 AK47s
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barrels, 7,199 bullets of AK47, 2,700
bullets of 7.62mm rifle and 2,400
bullets of 9mm pistol.

On November 24, the BDR seized
two 60mm and two 2-inch mortars,
three British-made LMGs and its 49
magazines, 32 magazines of self-
loading rifle, 11 magazines of AK47
assault rifle, and 2,000 bullets of
British-made LMG.

academy in Hillah, about 60
“south of Baghdad, was the latestin a
series of attacks on [mqi security
forces. More than 1,300 policenien
were killed in the final four months of
2004, the Interior Ministry smd
Wednesday.

Police Capt. Hady Hatefin Hillah
said theblast occmred duringa gradu-
ation ceremony at the academy and
killed at least 20 people, including
civilians. Polish Lt. Col. Artur
Domanski, a spokesman for the
multinational force in Hillah, said at
least 10 policemen were among the
dead and 41 peoplewerewounded:

In Bagouba, 30 miles northeast'of
Baghdad, a suicide attacker rammed
his car into a joint police and Iraqi
National Guard checkpoint, killing
five policemen and wounding eight
other [raqis, a US spokesman, Maj,
NealO'Brien,said.

Inaseparate attack, gunmen killed
police Col. Khalifa Flassan and his
driver as they headed to work in
Bagouba, said Dr. Ahmed Fouad-at
Baqouba General Hospital

Abbas pledges
to talk peace
with Israel

REUTERS, West Bank

Just two daysafter branding Israel the
"Zionist enemy”, Palestinian leader
Mahmoud Abbas has pledged fo
pursue peace talks following the
January 9 presidential election he is
widelyexpected towin.

“After the elections and ‘the
appointment of the cabinet, we will
negotiate with the Israelis," Abbas
told reporters on Thurscday during a
campaign swing through the West
Bankcity of Nablus.

Asked if he would talk with Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, who'is
viewed with deep mistrust by many
Palestinians, Abbas replied: "I cannot
say he is not a partner. He is elected
nndwcwﬂlnego:iatewuh el

As Palestinian prime minister,
Abbas met Sharon at the Isideli
leader's Jerusalem office in May 2003
and a month later at a Middle East
conference in Jordan thataffirmed in
mtemmiana]ly backed peace mnr.l
map".

Abbas, who has called for an, and
mvmlencmnn 4-year-old Palestinfan

g has_spoken often sisce.
afat's death on Novemilier
11 about hopes for a resumptiot'of
peace negotiations with Israel. !

But after an Israeli tank shell,
which the army said was aimed|at
militants who launched mottar
bombs at a Jewish settlement, killed
seven Palestinian youths in Gaza on
Tuesday, Abbas characteriséd Israel
asthe"Zionistenemy”.

Sharon's deputy condemned the
use of the term as intolerable; and in
what appeared to be a Térce-
mcndmggustum:\hbm extended his
hand in peace in an intervigw! Iiub-
lished on Thursday in Israel's. N‘aamr
dniiy

"We are interested in negmiu-
tions, out ofa belief they will succeed.
We are ready, and if Israel is inter-
ested, let's do it," he was quoted as
saying.

Abbas has urged Palestinian
fighters to cease mortar bomb and
rocket attacks, saying they only drew
heavy Israeliretaliation.

Militant groups have rejected the
call and Abbas's Fatah faction
accused the Hamas movement on
Wednesday of sedition that threat-
ened the first Palestinian presidential
electionsince 1996,

Tsunami survivors
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"Asian grief is our grief," European
Commission President Jose Manuel
Barroso told a news conference in
Jakarta.

Indonesian President Susilo
BambangYudhoyono, inanopening
speech, called for a tsunami warn-
ing system in the Indian Ocean,
similar to one set up in the Pacific
after a 1960 quake in Chile triggered
a tsunami that ravaged [apan's
coast.

Koizumi said Japan, which has
had "countless experiences” with
earthquakes and tsunamis, was
willing to freeze debt payments for
affected countries and called on
otherstodo the same.

Powell told the conference the
United States "in all likelihood" will
increase the $350 million in aid ithas
already pledged "as the full effects of
this massive tragedy can be better
assessed.”

In addition to the aid, the
Pentagon has contributed 14,000
military personnel, 19 naval vessels,
40 aircraft and 50 helicopters to the
reliefeffort.

Former Presidents George Bush
and Bill Clinton are heading up a
private donation drive thatso far has
garnered $200 million from individ-
uals and corporations, Powell said.

Indonesia said almost 100,000
people had been counted dead so
far and 600,000 people in worst-
affected Aceh province were now
homeless -- up from the last esti-
mate ofhalfamillion.

As the smell of rotting corpses
hung over Banda Aceh, hundreds
queued on Thursday outside a

makeshift aid station, once the
provineial capital's flashiest shop-
pingmall.

But the latest of dozens of after-
shocks since the 9.0 magnitude
struck on Dec. 26 sent them scatter-
ing before the queue quickly re-
formed.

"We don't have anythihg
Everyoneis like this, the rich andthe
poor. Now everybody has to queue,”
said Yusri.

Much of the city has been quted
and people are forced to scavenge
among the rubble, littered with
dozens of boats tossed from the sea,
as Indonesian troops patrol the
streets,

“This is more than a curse,” smd
Sudirman, a butcher and one of the
very few people to reopen a busi-
ness, "Allah is very angry. And we
mustberesolute.”

UN emergency relief coordinafor
Jan Egeland said that the United
Nations needed to plan on eari ngl’ar
as many as 800,000 tsunami sufvi-
vors in Indonesia alone for the néxt
year.

UNofficials said orphaned orlost
children might fall prey to criminal
gangs bent on selling them ifto
slavery.

At an orphanage in snulhem
India, 15-year-old Sitha, her sister
Sitha Lakshmi, 10, and 8-year-0ld
brother Amitha grappled with :hc
loss of their parents.

"I'm the head of the family now,"
Sitha said, holding back tears. "I
have to look after them. Mummy
wanted them to get educated and [
haveto make thathappennow.” |
i
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