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: d in racket-powered
armouris-cool. At teast, that'salways
been the philosophy behind -the

'Tnbes franchise. For those unfamils
: a first-person shooter series.
- that straddles the line between

:Unreal Tournan-ent and Battlefield 1942 with one

" major differenceeveryone gets a jetpack that facili-
tates soaring and stiding along the z-ads, letting

- gamers reach places they cou!d ‘only dream of in other

: game& ofthetype -

; T've played a lot of the hest of the best" shogters
_cu’c there. Games like Half-Life, Quake 2, and the
ariginal Daam senes T've been playing these games

' been playmg wdeo gamesasa

fans, these are defin
cent bystanders who
these just might end up joining t
subverted by the amme studios’
nation.
Classics
Robotech {AKA Macroqs } was
ever saw and it continues to be 0
good quarter century: after it
_artwork ¥ dating rather badly

went from bemg sornethi ng I was vaguelymterested in
list. Vengeanceis a won- {8
levels. The single player 24
lving that I first sat downi to geta -
f'eel for the game 1 didn't stop for almost 4 hours. The

to the top of my must h
derful game on many, m

graphics-are wonderful, and the controls handled
extremely well.
thisimpressed with a game.

Flying with the ]etpad( worked like a dream. The
controls were so responsive I was pulling stunts (and
surviving) that T wouldn't have tried on older games.

 Even more impressive w&sthe computer AL The levels -

1 can't remember the last time Twas

Animes so.good they're classics in the making:
Rurouni Kenshin is the definitive samurai experi-
ence. Bar none. THE story of one man atoning for a
dark past with a Lifetime of protecting the weal,
backed with beautiful artwork, fluid animation, great
plots (except for the filler, of which there's sadly a bit
too much) and @ cast that you can't help but love.
' Incredible artwork, even more

roes; cooler
\nl{ams hot hermnes, incredible sount{track and the

best ending possible ever. And supertanker loads of
style. The thing is, Bebop is so.good that it's best that
we don't start on it; because jt's going to be nighon

' - impossible tostop.

Vision of Escaflowneis the best fantasy animé'I ve

ever seen. A plot that is intricate, fast paced and 3
dramatic roller coaster ride you're not likely £ ;

orget. And beautiful, detailed artwork with
olours and a style that'll set you thinking Dun

 drama, the action, the romance am:i the incre:
- soundtrackyet? No? Well, now we did.

~ the chér.acters for nuery instant tl*'at 't
: d1dn twant us tu hate thEm, wh;rh mean;

- the 1mpossrb£e

_ingto. sume _ecorded

penied you know. After all, you're th

‘There's even one spot where the
player gets to play two chfferent characters in the
same level. -

As I:mmersed myse[f in The gnals c)f mﬁitratmg.:

- place to land and let our ground troops for the assautt :

on the base. Tt was a fun change from the run and gun

- action that had so far been presented to me. Action is
~what the game is all about and the developers have

given the already fast game play of Tribes a tusho

Boost by incorporating some new. featiires and weap-

ons. One of the new features that will make the differ-
ence between high scores and frequent respawning is

. skiing. When running over the crest of a hill, hold

down the space bar and tiny jets in your stit's hoots

-engage to propel you over it Practice and proper

timing of jump jets gets you a boost of speed and help
you fly further than you 'normally would. A grappling

. hook can also be used to swing your way around tight
areas or bring. yourself up close and.personal to an
~enemy player. Also scattered around some maps are
Jump pads that anyone who has played Quake TIT will

recagnize. These emplacements ing your player

= forward gwmg youa brt mnﬂe ge and speed as. you
- jety CTDS! Puring the arena [evelsI. ;
‘got to see several chfferent optmns the game has:'

with enaugh of everythmg else to rock:
And the hottest of the newest things to watch
Somiurar :‘,‘hampfoo and Naruto. Sarfiurai Cham i
has style and a punkesque groove tathe way the shaw 15 pac
goes ANB the ammatmn to go wit rL

- rounds” were just as much fﬁn Runm ng around the
landscape finding hidden “fuel” reserves to bring back -

perial; Phé{*mx Tr ‘Blood Eag[e Tribe.) Each

- culture has their own armour design: to go alcmg mth -

their buﬂdmgs, and each is uniqu
_not as awe-inspiring as. the

- engmes can render (tke Quake 3) but they were still
impressive. My machine had {a[most} no probl.ems__- :

rendering everything perfecly.
Tribes: Vengeance joins the growing bist
that you have to add to your collectio

- finds its niche: by providing great multiplayer action, =

_allowing it to join theranks as an alternative to Unreal

Tournament 2004. While the character ammatlons_m_ :

 the single-player cut scenes detract from the oy
duct (I guess Doom 3 'spoited m

and intensity of the garne into a rnostly SEtTSfymg. :
sethng g

Happy New Year, guys. I'm giving out Gmails as a.new

year's gift to my fellow surfers. The first four fo ask for a -

Gmail will get one. As for the new year, Sites Unseen will
undergo some major modification pretty soon. And check
out my blog at niloywrites.blogspot.com

Best of photojournalism 2004

http://www.nppa.org/competitions/best_of still phot
ojournalism/2004,/

Shortened link: http://tinyurl.com/3m3pv

The biggest news stories of the year are always accompa-
nied by photographs. It's no surprise, then, that the collec-
tion of photos from the recipient of the Newspaper Photog-
rapher of the Year award include an image of Iragis defacing
a Saddam Hussein mural. Or that the second-place winner's
entries feature photos of an Iragi prison. But some of the
best photos in newspapers, magazines, and on the Web don't
accompany the big stories. The photojournalists featured in
the National Press Photographers Association competition
have captured amazing flights, local heroes, and heart-
stopping rescues. The winning photographers in over two
dozen categories offer thousands of pictures that are sure to
move, amuse, and enlighten you.

G33KY GOOGL3

http://www.google. comhntljxx—hacker,’

One of the countless reasons why Google rocks.

Clean your soul, online

http://www.comeclean.com/

Confess and see other people’s confessions.

Old-Computers.com

http://www.old-computers.com/

Most of us readily associate the names Apple, IBM, and
Compaq with computer hardware. But do you know the names
Acorn, Luxor, or Eagle? Starting in 1973 with R2E's Micral, a
computer with a processor speed of only 108 KHz, this site
archives over 500 old computers. Rounding out the "old"

machines is Amstrad's PCW 16 from 1994, a robust comput-
ing wonder that clocked in with 16 MHz and an operating
system named Roseanne. This homage fo defunct hardware
shows how far computing power has come in the past few
decades.

10-year-old arrested, handcuffed over scissors

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/6699151/

Apparently, she also had a sharply pointed pencil.

Avenge yourself in the New Year!

http://www.revengelady.com/

Annoying co-worker got you down? Recently got dumped
by a physically attractive but intellectually shallow person?
Don't get mad, take a nice little revenge. Dispensing time-
worn tips on the fine art of getting even (and then some!), in
this site the Revenge Lady offers advice with a smile. The Q-
and-A column ("put a mouse trap in his desk™) is the real
draw here, but you'll also find a handy guide to the rules of -
revenge and a life-affirming list of top-ten revenge stories.
And remember, "Let your creativity blossom. Don't go for
cliches like putting gum in important papers. Yawn. Be origi-
nal. Enjoy yourself. Give your mark an experience they'll
never ever forget." '

Cartoons and their skeletons

http:[/m'ichae[péu[us.comfgalleryjcharacter-Skelelons

Shortened link: http://tinyurl.com/54tqe

In this "The Skeletal Systems of Cartoon Characters," the
illustrator has boldly imagined the calcite cores of beloved
cartoon favourites. As you might guess, most of these char-
acters sport some seriously strange skulls, Witness the
gaping eye sockets of Buttercup from the Power Puff Girls.
Hote the hypertrophied mandible of Fred Flintstone. Gaze in
awe at the bizarre frontal lobe of Betty Boop. And who knew
that Pikachu's tail had vertebrae? This exhibit clearly
debunks the myth that toons are all the same under the skin.
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