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Exhibition

Cultural bonds in photography

HARUN UR RASHID

RIK Gallery is holding a
photography exhibition
titled Bridging East and
West depicting the change of the
eastern and middle eastern regions
of Asia and its connection with the
west in terms of economy, politics

and culture. The 11-day long dis-

.play contains photographs that

have been published in the
bimonthly magazine SaudiAramco
World brought out by the Arabjan
American Oil Company since
November 1949,

Initially published as a newslet-
ter, the magazine's aim has been to
link the company'sEUS offices with
"the field"--primarily Dhahran, in
the Eastern Province of Saudi Ara-
bid. ButasEoil took on greater global
importance andEAramoo grew with
the oil boom of the 1960s and '70s,
the publication grew intoBa
bimonthly educational magazine.
Historical, geographical and cul-
tural articles helped the American
employees and their families appre-
ciate anunfamiliarland.

The photographs at the exhibi-
tion have been placed decade-
wise, from the 19505 to the present.
And through this, the whole pre-
sentation becomes a photographic
demonstration of the theme of the
display.

A black-and-white photograph
by an unknown photographer
depicts a catavan of Bedouins on

Photograph by Nik Wheeler from the '70s depicts the Temple of goddess Isis at Philae

their move crossing the 1729-
Kilometre Trans Arabian Pipeline--
well-known ‘as Tapline--which
connects the new oilfields of Saudi
Arabian Eastern Province with the
Mediterranean. Phoenicia's Eter-
nal City by Khalil Abou El-Nasr
presents the city of Sidon in Febru-
ary 1958. The accompanying article
called it "a city of laminated civili-

One of the famous desert caves of Saudi Arabia
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sations...where you can have your
car filled with gasoline at a spar-
Kling new service station while
watching archeologists uncover
the nuins of an ancient king's sta-
bles.”

By the 1960s, the pictures mostly
become colour presenting the
mysterious-looking Cairo at sun-
set, cablecars hovering between
the mountain and the sea at
Jounieh, the "Jewel of Lebanon",
Istanbul--the "Queenof Cities" etc.

One photograph by NikWheeler
from the '70s depicts the Temple of
goddess Isis at Philae in danger as
the waters of the Nile rose along the
face of the temple after the con-
struction of the AswanHighDamin
1970. A total of 21 endangered
monuments including the famous
statues of Ramses 11 @t Abu Simbel
were removed from the site. Only
the Temple ofIsisand the Temple of
Trajan at Philae had to be moved
after they were partly inundated.
The project required the construc-
tion of a cofferdam around the two
temples, which was then pumped
dry. The temples were then moved,
stone by stone--all 40,000 stones--

~ In 1940, Sinatra signed u wl :
band legend Tommy Dorsey, The
' team made s t records in

to higherground nearby.

The 1982 photograph of Katrina
Thomas captures the Lebanese
singer Fairouz who came to lime-
light after the death of Umm
Kulthoum in 1975. With the Leba-
nese civil war, her popularity
soared further, for her voice
seemed to capture the spirit of the
time, Her velvety voice, elegiacand
angelic, ‘carried with it the full
weight of the Lébanesé tragedy,
and yet inspired her audience to
envision her homeland made
wholeagain.

One of the very recent photo-
graphs project the famdus desert
caves of Saudi Arabia that were
created during the rainy epoch that
lasted from 30,000 to 8000 years
ago. The moist climate left lime-
stone outcrops in central Saudi
Arabia riddled with sinkholes.
Some remain valuable water
sources today, while others lead
down to spectacular, largely unex-
plored dry caverns such as "The
Dome" in Dhal Shawyah.

The exhibition runs till January
11 from3pmto8pm,
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Christina Nygren: Promoting
Swedish-Bangladeshi theatre

KAVITA CHARANJI

Christina Nygren, Associate Profes-
sor in the Department of Theatre
Studies, Stockholm University, is
no stranger to Bangladesh. A
familiar face in the Dhaka theatre
circuit, she was here once againin

* her capacity as a project manager
with the Swedish Centre of Inter-
national Theatre (ITI). The pro-
ject, will run for three years and
promote theatre activities among
children and youth in South Asia.
It is funded by the Swedish Inter-
national Development Corpora-
tion Agency (Sida).

“The aim is to develop chil-
dren’s creativity by giving them
their due as an audience. We seek
to generate awareness' of chil-
dren's rights, gender equality;
right to education and other
social issues,” says Christina, And
the objective is not just didactic.
"Along with education, the objec-
tive of the project is to entertain,"
-sheadds.

How does this philosophy
translate into action? For one, the
project seeks to build a bridge
between theatre groups in Swe-
den and Bangladesh, at present
cooperating with the Khulna-
based Rupantar and Liaquat Ali
Lucky's Rakhal and People's Little

Christina Nygren

Theatre. In March, Rupantar went
to Sweden to stage performances.
Further, around three weeks ago,
a Swedish group called Slava

‘came to Khulna to conduct a

seven-day workshop. This was to
culminate in a joint theatrical
production called SongofMan.
Explaining the reasoning
behind the partnership, a bro-
chure on the workshop says, "We
are relentlessly working to resur-
rect and rediscover the folk art
forms from the roots to rescue

them from erosion and oblivion:

and to use them for community
development. So we wantto popu-
larise forms like Potgan, Austok,
KirtonandJatra."

In February 2005, another
Swedish group, Tittut, is to come
to Dhaka for a workshop with
schools. "The workshop will serve
as a platform to teach new theatri-
cal techniques to the Swedish and
Bangladeshi groups,” said Chris-
tina.

What makes the project even
more interesting, is that Rupantar
has extended its reach to include
rural areas in Sundarbans and the
areain Khulnadistrict.

Christina firmly believes that
the common person has close
links with theatre. She said that
the audience in rural areas has a
mix of "devotion and emotion"
for drama. As she asserted, she
has many times seen audiences of
7,000-8,000 people waiting forher
an hour or two before a play. "In
which country would this hap-
pen?"she guestions.

Simultaneously with her other
projects, Christina is set to pub-
lish a book on the performing
arts of West Bengal and Bangla-
desh next year. Given her dedica-
tion to theatre, her latest work’
should be wortharead,

Channel click,

Shwapnoloker Deshey

A new drama serial with a message

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Shwapnoloker Deshey is a tale
of a self-reliant woman,
Rabeya Khan who fights
against social adversaries and
at times her own family. She
carries on the family business
after her husband's death. Two

,},,gyeniunlly she loses the elder
s0n ina plane crash. She strug-
gles hard and establishes the
business and ultimately
becomes a business magnate.
Her grandson Abir comes from
abroad and assists her. As the
business expands, Rabeya's
reputation brings in profitable
projects. Meanwhile, her youn-
ger son Raquib, returns from
abroad, with the intention of
grabbing his mother's riches.
The twist of the story lies here
when Raquib abducts his own
mother formoney.

Written by Saiful Islam
Mannu and directed by Taher
Shipon, the 13-episode drama is
being telecast on BTV from Mon-
day last. The protagonist of the
‘drama is powerful actress Najma
Anwar, who passed away recently.
This is the last drama serial that she
acted in, The role of her son,
Raquib is played by Humayun

Faridee while the other actors are

Chitralekha Guha, Aupee Karim,
Kumkum Hassan, Shams Shumon,
Meer Sabbir and Nazneen Hassan
Chumki. The drama features some
newcomers like Misthi, Tanisha,
Maznun Mizan and Apu Saif .
According to Taher, "The young-
sters did a good job and need
constant encouragement.”

A production of Dream Factory,

{L-R) Aupee Karim, Shams Shumon, Chumki, Najma Anwar and Chitralekha Guhain
Swapnoloker Deshey; also the last drama played by Najma Anwar

the serial has a message that fam-
ily ties are important rather than
money. About choosing BTV for
the screening of the drama, the
director said, "This is an attempt
to go closer to the masses who
mostly watch BTV. We offer the
audience entertainment and
assure them of upholding our
originality.”

Bangladesh Vs Zimbabwe

1stTest Match, Day 1
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