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Hattrick Gift Offer - 1 Philips 3 Gifts!!!

Guaranteed Gifts in Scratch Card !
Whldpoal Microwave Oven, Philips DVD Audio System,

Expressﬂ
Bangladesh Express Co. Ltd.

Licensee of Federal Expreas Corporation

Monthly Raffle Draw
Call: 9565114 o\

for further ﬂelai_l_s!

Applicable for any
model of TV/DVD/
Home Theatre/Audio.

navox DVD Player, Phlii?ﬁ Toaster, Philips Dry Iron, {
F‘h ips Electric. Shaver, Phil sps Facial Aromalherapy,
Phllips Hair Dryer, Philips: Sandwich Maker, Jacket,
Parker pen sel & many other aliractive Gifts.

] +
: M!{J:flﬁmban g;::r :zm;ncithwj Gifts.

2nd Monthly Raffle Draw Resu anuary, 2005
Is Still Running ... Final Raffle Draw Result : 10th February, 2005

Air tickets & other aftradiive Grﬂs

.

24 ho-u'r';:-a day!

1 liay:'s”a week!

we live to deliver
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t TRANSCOM

ELECTRONICS

Tel - Dhaka : 8110163, 9882192, 9896285, 9569613, Ctg. : 6537887837669, Khulna : 720304, 723695, Bogra : 66215 & to all authorized dealers.
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Awam] League President Sheikh Hasina adtiresses a roadside rally at Srinagar yesterday with her daughter-in-law Christine and son Sajib Wajed Joyat

her side.

Plan for engineering cells in
ministries against advice

AKBAR HOSSAIN

‘The government has decided in
principle to create mini engineering
cells at the ministries to carry out
theirconstruction and maintenance
work instead of engaging the Public
Works Department (PWD).
The decision gaes against the
“recommendations of different
committees formed earlier to assess
the quality of PWD's work. It also
contradicts the government's Rules
of Business which tasked the PWD
with construction and maintenance
of public buildings and other struc-

tures, sources said.

Since 1985, successive govern-
ments formed three committees to
assess the quality of the PWD's
construction work and the bodies
recommended’ strengthening the
PWD instead of creating mini PWDs
indifferent ministries.

The committees also pointed out
that no government department
other than the PWD has the man-
power and logistic facilities required
to carry outthe tasks.

The BNP-led coalition govem-
ment after coming to office formed
the Public Expenditure Review

Committee [Perc} headed by
Hafizuddin Khan, adviser to the last
caretaker government, to cut
unnecessary expenditures,

The Perc emphasised that the
PWD should continue carrying out
government construction and
mamtemmr:e work, and did not
favour establishing mini engineer-
ingcellsinthe ministries.

PWD sources fear that 18,000
officials and employees of the
department might lose jobs if such
cells are formed.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

CPBwon'tjoin
January 15

_ programme

i Unhappy with Hasina's
-meeting with SQ Chy

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

‘Sheikh Hasina's recent meetingwith
Salauddin Qader Chowdhury has
enraged the Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB), a partner in the
Awami League-led combined oppo-
sition, that has already signalled a
splitwith the jointplatform.

. The left-leaning party seemingly
unhappy with the repeated hartal
calls by AL front organisations in
; SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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PM calls for crop
diversification

Terms import of onions, garlic,
ginger, turmeric a sorry affair

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
day urged the agriculturists to
increase production of diversified
crops to make the country self-

reliantin agro-food production.
"It's not a matter of dignity,
rather of sorrow that still now
Bangladesh, a country with a popu-
lation of 14 crore, has to import
SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Hasina urges
all to pull
down govt

UNB, Tungipara

Opposition leader Sheikh Hasina
yesterday urged people to stand

united to pull down the alliance

rulers through a mass movement
and free the country from what she
said was theirmisrule.

"The time of this government is
running out fast...This government
will not be allowed to loit the
pedple and the natioh hﬁer," she
told wayside crowds on her way to
Tungipara.

Hasina was accompanied by her

son Sajib Wazed Joy and his wife -

Christine. Thisis Hasina's fist visit 10
Tungipara after the August 21
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

ATTEMPT ON JOURNO
Khulna newsmen

demand security
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Khulna journalists, concerned over
Tuesday night's bomb attack on
Dainik Jugantar Bureau Chief and a
former leader of Khulna Union of
Journalists, have asked police tostep
up security measures and
demanded immediate arrest of
criminals involved in the plan to kill

journalists,
Journalists in the press club
SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

First Test at Ctg
starts today

SPORTS REPORTER from Chittagong

Under pressure to produce their
maiden victory, Bangladesh take on
Zimbabwe in the first match of the
two-game CityCell Test series in
Chittagong today.

Thematchwill startatthe MA Aziz
Stadium at 9.30am. Bangladesh
Television and ESEN will telecast

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

pia* 2002

for latest cricket updates
from your GP mobile

E;Gramccnl‘lmnc

Offla Sponsar o Bangiadesh Natonal Cricke Tear

Small industries to get
long-term tax holiday

STAR REPORT

To boost the growth of small and
medium enterprises (SMEs), the
Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs yesterday approved a pro-
posal to offer tax holidays to small
enterprises having a maximum
investmentofTk 301akh.

Such enterprises in Dhaka will
enjoy a tax holiday for seven years
and those in Chittagong for 10 years.

And, if their invesiments are
permanent, they will also get Vat

(value-added tax) exemptions.
"We'll now ask the industries

ministry to work out the detailsand +

put the decision into effect,” said
Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman
who chaired the committee meeting
yesterday.

The proposal came from the
Committee on Developing the Small
and Medium Industries (CDSMI)
formed in 2003 headed by Prime
Minister's Principal Secretary
Kamal Siddiqui. It was one of a set of
short-, medium- and long-term

lookafterthe SMEs.

specific recommendations the
CDSMImadeinits report submitted
recently.

The government defines a small
enterprise to have a maximum
capital of Tk 1.5 crore and 'a medium
enterprise over Tk 1.5 crore up to Tk
10¢crore.

The CDSMI also recommended
establishing a foundation with
representations of donors, civil
society and SME associations to

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Benapole
strike enters
5th day

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jessore

Strike at Benapole land port contin-
ued for the fifth consecutive day
yesterday as five striking organisa-
tions' of the port users rejected
gavernment's decision to reduce 50
percentofincreased duties.

They demanded complete with-
drawal of the additional charges
imposed by the port authorities
fromJanuary1.

Meeting of port users' represen-
tatives with of Shipping Mmisﬂ}'
Joint Seeretary Lutfor Rahman and
Customs Commissioner Rafiqul

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

We were
We are

We will be

With Bangladesh Cricket

All the best to our
National Cricket Team

' GrameenPhone

Official Sponsor of Bangiadash National Cricket Team i
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Dr. Mahbubur Rahman Chowdhury
Dr. Niaz Rahman
Dr. Md. Ali Akbar

Dr. Kamal Haider Khan
Dr. Md. Tauhidur Rahman
Dr. Kazi Shabbir Anwar
Dr. Syed Touhid Hassan
Dr. Ziaul Ahsan Mukta
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Bangladesh Eye Hospital

EYES ALIGHT WITH HORPE

House # 19/1, Road # 6, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-1205

Tel: 8651950-3

PhacofCataracl Surgary

Vitreo Retlna Surgery

Qr_;un:‘lopl astic Su_rg ery

Glaucoma Clinic

Cumea Clinic

Paedlatnc Eye Cilnlc v

Consultatlon

Laser tréalm ent

Comact Lens

Angiography

Visual fle!d anatysis

Biometry & B-scan
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