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Trans-boundary rivers: Some thoughts and more
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mism for a massive plan for
diversion of waters from the
international rivers that flow down
the Himalayas into the Indian plains.
The objective is to fransfer waters
from the international/common
rivers into the vast internal network
of waterways of India. That such
trans-river diversion of significant
quantum of waters would
effectively reduce the historical
flows of the major rivers into the
lower riparian Bangladesh can
hardly be debated. It is somewhat

reassuring to note that an .

international conference Regional
Cooperation on Transboundary
Rivers: Impact of the Indian River-
Linking Project -- has just been
concludéd in Dhaka with a set of
recommendations. To be fair, these
are very useful ones, but to be
realistic, these very suggestions
have indeed been adorning the

intriguing to study the range of
initial reactions at the opening day
of the conference starting with the
Bangladesh Water Resources
Minister's statements' the project
might trigger a mass-migration
destroying the social fabrics of both
the countries' and 'l have talked
with the Nepalese government and
theyare willing to multilateral talks.
It now depends on India. But they
are not willing to discuss the issue’.
We go on to his proposal that all
riparian countries including Nepal,
India, China and Bhutan sit
together to find out a proper
solution to theissue.

These remarks, if I may point
out, suffer from acute contradic-
tions and misplaced hopes not to
speak of the almost-impossible-
to-orgnaise scenario to find a
'proper solution’, And if we add
the time element such pious
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¥ —Preamble to the Treaty between Bangladesh and India on sharing of the Ganges waters, 12 Dec, 1996

discussions to include China will
be well nigh impossible. India's
self interest however prompts her
to agree to frilateral discussion on
gas pipeline arrangements with
Myanmar and Bangladesh. If we
could leverage gas supply and
transit route discussions to get
India to agree to hold trilateral
talks on sharing of the common
rivers and on the Indian plan on
diversion of waters for her own
internal use, that would indeed be
a significant achievement. India
ought also to realise that would
honour the spirit of the 1996 Treaty
on Ganges as the quote from its
preambular part refers to so
eloquently.

Then comes the point made by

Bangladesh? And that on top of the
failure of the secretary level
meeting last September in Dhaka
to find solution to the sharing of
waters of Teesta and six other
common rivers.

An editorial then on the subject’

in The Daily Star contained a very
sharp observation 'when the
structure of negotiation is many
layered ... there is a scope for
procrastination. JCE (Joint
Committee of Experts) has been
trying to grapple with the
technical problems for the last
seven years, evidently without
hitting a common ground' adding
succinctly that 'This is despite the
fact that the Ganges water sharing
accord (1996) contained a

framework. Indeed waters, flowing
down these rivers, establish the
natural inter-country linkages and
may be identified as a crucial
resource of hope that can be
regionally tapped for the region's
“future development ... and
proceeding towards integrated
development of all sectors of the
region's economy and society'.
(Cooperation: the Eastern
Himalayan Rivers, 2000, p.191)

Mr. Verghese has apparently
moved away from 'waters flowing
down these (interna-
tional/common) rivers, establish
the natural inter-country linkages'
and from the heavy accent on
regional cooperation to advocat-
ing Indians pursuit of a unilateral

who professed the lack of
information on what India is
considering hopefully have
become much more informed
after this Conference. The
problem does not so much lie in
the ignorance that some conve-
niently pretend to have, but in the
inability and unwillingness to act
on what is known and design
alternative strategies. Secondly,
those who have brought in the
element of 1971 spirit of under-
standing and assistance (‘hoping
that will prevail in dealing with
usable water resources that is
increasingly becoming scarce in
this region' -- Mr. AMA Muhith and
'GMB carried the mingled bloods
along with their river flows' -- Dr.
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the Ganges Treaty, (i) the JRC
matters/issues relating to our
common rivers and (iii) the
withdrawal threats scenario now
looming large, from the upper
riparian countriesand

b) We should also seriously
examine the details of the
possibilities of regional coopera-
tion that could formally become a
topic for discussion in SAARC in
the coming years.

The discussions and recom-
mendations of the just concluded
conference in Dhaka should
provide a reasonable wealth of
information, data and views to
enable us to determine the basics
of our position on the entire range
of water-related issues in general
and on the mega project of
diversion of interna-
tional/common rivers’ waters into
India's own river network, with all

comments. It should be a serious
exercise of a nation under a virfual
threat for the purpose of global
information. Letusraise our voice as
a small nation for a just and fair
hearing across the frontiers in'the
first instance without any further
delay.

Simultaneously, a select Expert
Group with impeccable creden-
tials, ability, knowledge and
experience could be set up tojact
as a dynamic Think Tank, who
should also roll out detailed
position papers with executive
summaries on essential measures
and on desirable actions to help
sensitise the nation, fo represent
our case to all our friendly
countries and organisations and
above all to enable our authorities
to effectively, competently present
our viewpoints while responding
sensibly to the positions takeri by
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STATUTORY ORIGINAL JURISDICTION
COMPANY MATTER NO. 163 OF 2004

An application under secti
85(3) and section 396 of the

Tulip Dairy & Food Products Limited, represented by its
Managing Director................ . :
The Registrar of Joint Stock Companies and Firms

Take notice that an application under section 81(2) read
with section 85(3) and section

Hon'ble High court Division of the Supreme Court of
Bangladesh for condonation of
Annual General Meetin
2001,2002 & 2003 of Tulip Dairy &
Limited. Upon hearing the Petitioner the Hon'ble Judge of
the Company Bench, Mr. Justies Md. Imman Ali was
pleased to admit the application on 8-12-2004 and fixed
the matter for hearing on 16-01-2005.

Any one interested to oppose
gither personally or through a
; duly authorised Advacate on the date fixed for hearing.
Copy of the application may be obtained from ‘the
undersigned upon payment of prescribed fees:

on 81(2) read with section
Companies Act, 1994 AND

Petitioner -Versus-

396 of the Companies
the company Bench of the
delay and extension of
for the year
ood Products

the said application may

T. RAHAMAN & CO., Bangladgsh National Curriculum &
Text Book Board Bhaban, (3 Floor), 69-70, Matijheel
Commercial Area, Dhaka-1000

in Indo-Bangladesh relations
could, and indeed should be
vigorously taken up by the prime
minister of Bangladesh in her one
to one meeting with her Indian
counterpart during the forthcom-
ing summit in Dhaka.

The most baffling comment is
from the Bangladesh Unnayan
Parishad head who said 'Bangla-
desh does not officially know the
purposes and status of the river
linking project and hence, what
implications it may have on
Bangladesh'. In the Independence
Day address in August 2003 the
President of India had announced
this project in some details (Please
refer to 'Protesting Delhi's water
diversion plan’, The Daily Star, 26
August 2003 article, by this writer).
1 also wonder whether the setting
up of Farakka Barrage was
officially made known to
Bangladesh by India. As for this
project's implications a number of
participating experts including
the Bangladesh Water Minister,
have given @ fairly graphic and
indeed alarming pictute of the
outcome of the massive transfer of
waters into India's domestic
network, to give India, as its
President had said, 'water and
power security’. Do we need to
wait for official confirmation
greater than that to design our
strategy to face this new threat to

discussion of the water sharing of
seven rivers including Teesta.
Perhaps Bangladesh should have
noted Indian Water Resources
Secretary VK Duggal's comment in
Dhaka meet that only when Teesta
sharing agreement is completed,
India would be willing to look at
the question of sharing of waters
of the six other rivers one by one
on individual merit, as a lot of
data, analysis and scrutiny are
involved in these exercises.
Evidently, Bangladesh always
gets entrapped in the quicksand of
such grand quests. And meanwhile
projects like the inter-linking of
rivers are developed by India for
her own self interest, certainly not
an enlightened ones as far as we
are concerned. But we are
overtaken by events. We also tend
to forget that so called Track II
practitioners from India, the likes
of Ram Swami Iyer and BG
Verghese, could hardly get away
from serving the Indian interests
alone. Let me quote from a resume

of the findings in a Track 1I
- publication edited among others

by QK Ahmed and BG Verghese
"Since the GBM river systems cut
across several countries, for
optimum benefit to accrue to all
the concerned countries, these
rivers need to be properly
managed and developed within an
integrated GBM regional

major common rivers, including
the flow at Farakka for the Ganges.
We can also refer to the India's
advanced plan of the barrage at
Tipaimukh that would almest dry
up the Surma and Kushiara flows
most adversely affecting Sylhet
and northern part of Bangladesh.
Revered Medha Patekar's
comments, in particular that 'the
people of India have become more
aware of the devastating impacts
of the project’ and Mr. Verghese's
admission that there had been
some discussions with the UNDP
and the World Bank ... to seek
funding (The Daily Star, 20 Dec.
and 19 Dec, 04) should be enough
to cancel out Indian High
Commissioner to Bangladesh's
claim of the project being only at
'conception’ stage. The Confer-
ence Chairman's observation that
the intervention of the Indian
Supreme Court asking the
authorities to carry ahead the
project made Bangladesh and
many in India really concerned' is

worth  pondering., over..Such ajf.

pronouncement from the highest
court in India is hardly likely to be
based on a matter of 'conception’
and their decision must have been
based on the proposed projectand
definitive collateral evidence,
rather than a concept.

Those experts and other
participants in the Conference

We have absolutely no dearth of
actionable information and
plentiful supply of experts. We
need now to design our responses
to a range of scenarios. In my 26
August, 2003 article (The Daily

these issues from our perspectives
should be prepared and distributed
to the media, concerned activists
and organisations, along with
launching of aspecialwebsite on the
problems we face presented in a

a successful preservation of our
own enlightened interest.

Syed Muhammad Hussain (s a former
Ambassador and Secretary (all comments atc ~
syedmhussaln@yahoo,com.)
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An international joint venture company in Bangladesh wishes to recruit a lawyer who
will both be the key Employee Relations representative at its plant site and also
| provide local legal advice support for the company.

l The candidate for the post must have :

» A Bachelors (Honours) / Masters Degree from a recognized institution, plus
a degree in Law (LLB) with a passing Second Division / Class or higher.

Good communication skills both in Bengali and English ;
A Pleasant personality and must be a team worker

Experience or demonstrable interest in the area of Industrial Relations
» General commercial and land law capability.

>  Be computér proficient — Word Processing, Spread sheets
» Aged in their mid thirties
Applications are requested from candidates who fulfil the above criteria.

Please kindly send your curriculum vitae with attested copies of relevant certificates and

with a copy of recent passport size photograph to following address to The Daily Star
Box No. A - 11, Kawran Bazar, Dhaka by 19® January 2005. ';

National Tubes Limited
(An Enterprise of Bangladesh Steel & Engineering Corporation)
API Licencee and 1S0-9001 Certified Company
131-142 Tongi Industrial Area
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running Condition for a composite Textile Weaving A donor funded poverty alleviation project working in Kurigram, Gaibandha, Bogra, Sirajganj and i i

International Tender

Snlaaled offers are invited by Managing Director, National Tubes Ltd. for supply of Zinc Ingot on € & F (C) Chittagong Mi"; € Pmie_Ct will initiall r}ave 80 L0.0TTIS g{:{g:iir:‘ur Dis:‘r]icts Is_I!Evitlng applicalions from suitably q'ualified and e:fpar!e-lnced persons for the
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100/04 hundred) only | Opening on the same dehvery and other details, and should rqach the population, espacially for present and potential future chairpersons and members of UP, through a i
(non-refundable) day at 11:156 AM Advertiser, Box NQ_A-13, Clo. The Da“y Star, combination of mentoring, coaching and training. Senior Mentors will have experiance in f

In case of unaveidable circumstances the offer will be received on the next working day and openad on the same place
and time. Tender documents may be obtained during working hours (extepting on opening date ) on cash payment from
the following offices & the offers will alsa be received and opened in the Purchase Deptt. of the same offices:

1) :The Chief Accounts Officer, National Tubes Lid, Tongi, Gazipur. |
2)  The Controller of Accounts, Bangladesh Steel & Engineering Corporation, "BSEC BHABAN", 102 Kazi Nazrul |slam
Aventie, Dhaka-1215.

19 Kanwan Bazar, Dhaka-1215 within 18-01-2009.

management, rural development, local govemnance capacity building, as well as experience in i
suparylsiun. training and monitoring at various levels. S/he will also have some engineering :‘
experianca in monitoring of infrastructure development {
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1, Eskaton Garden Road, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh, GPO Bax No-81,
Telephone: B311721-5
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Requirements:

=  Post graduate degree with at least 7 years of progressively responsible experience in rural

development initiatives or graduate civil engineer with 5 years experience relatad work or |

diploma engineer with 10 years experience in rural infrastructure -

Demonstrated experience and a track record of leading teams, planning and coordination,

training activities, supervision and monitoring projects leading to improved govemance

* Strong interpersonal skills including the ability to interact effectively with a wide range of |
forums, for example, local government institutions, Union Parishads and Upazila Parishads, -
District Coordination Committees, Private Sector, NGOs, atc.

»  Excellent communication skills with proven ability in consensus building, problem solving
and negotiation :

Md. Hablbur Rahman
Ganeral Manager (Commercial)
Phone: 9802737

National Tubes Limited
(An Enterprise of Bangladesh Steel & Engineering Corporation)
API Licensee and 1ISO-001 Certified Company
131-142, Tongi Industrial Area, Gazipur-1710
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