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Fokhrule 12th rolo exhibition
Simplitying life in black
and white

FaYzAHAQ

; BOUT Fokhrul Islam, who
is having his 12th solo
exhibition' at Alliance

Francaise, Raffaele Grossi, a well-
known Italian painter said that, it
reflects great talent and promise; It
has extraordinary sensitiveness,
said Patrizia Guiotto, Del Guidice
and Petra Wiess, who also saw his
work in Italy, praised it for its rich-
ness and for having used only one
colour.

Speaking about his own work,
Fokhrul says, "I'm not trying to
prove my skill but am expressing
my feelings, emotions and love in
the simplest of ways. You cannot

{measure love ‘or affection so 1
cannot pass judgement on my

‘work. If my work touches your
heart even in the slightest o[wa}', it
shall bemy gain."

.There is no fixed time for his
work, Fokhrul says. "I have my
moods and drives and follow them,
whateverthe time ofthe day. I work
with pressink, mustard oil and soya
bean oil on paper. I like black and
white because they surpass all
colours and express my feelings of
nostalgiaand memories inthe least
complicated way. I've brought in
landscapes with broken houses,

scrumbling old walls, windows,

arches and pillars. When I toured
Italy and India, I saw a lot of rem-
nants of old, decaying and crum-
bling buildings that spoke of the
past civilizations and 1 tried to
capture them in my lines, curves,
dashesand swirls.Thave broughtin
temples, churches, houses and
halls that are crumbling and speak
ofagloriouspast.

"When I deal with the ball and

‘different prominent

Chief Guest Farooq Sobhan (2nd-R) and other guests at the inauguration ceremony. of the 12th solo art
exhlbltion of Mohammad Fokhrul Islam (L)

the plank of wood I show life when
itis in balance and out of balance.
My work also reflects the tensions
inlife and nature, Italso symbolises
the tension in everyday socio-
economic life. The moon is seen
behind other images such as
circular lines." Thus Fokhrul has
dealt with everyday nature's
beautytoo, in the simple blackand
beige strokes. Similarly, he has
brought in trees with their leaves
and branches in a new compelling
wayofdotsand dashes.

In "Image-3", oil on paper, we
see a massive cluster of trees with
theirtall slimtrunks and hundreds
of leaves done in beige and black.

In front are the dark, restful shad-
ows. The same subject is brought
in "Image-4", oil on paper, only it
has the leaves falling in front as
well as gathering in clouds, scat-
tered on a bright, clear sky at the
back. Interlacing sweeps of black
lend depth to the creation. "Im-
age-9" has houses and trees,
nestling into one' another, the
houses seen in sweeps of delicate
lines and the trees being covered
with 'splashed black dots. The sky
above is clear and sets off the
subject as do the gray sweeps in
the forefront.

"Image-1", oil on paper bringin

a dotted disk seen in swirls of black

and gray with delicate tracing of
lines going through. His other
works bring in forms that we see on
the barks of trees and in dried pods
ofseeds, once againinblack, yellow
and white. "Images 7 and 8" bring
in layers and sweeps of black,
white, beige and gold as one might
seein theinteriors ofrainforest.

Fokhrul has studied for two
years in Beijing, China, and has
studied under various foreign
visiting teachers in Dhaka like
Sussan Benton from USA, Adreana
Hernandez from Denmark and H
Gercke from Germany, He has
exhibited in Japan and India and
has anaward from Goho, Japan.
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Tazin and Ejaz: Aspiring to make
a difference in the glamour world

NOVERA DEEPITA

" do respect her habit of writing just like I
appreciate her acting very much. She knows
how the sequences run from one to another. So,

she elaborately describes the whole scene with the

directorial terms and details, which is very helpful for
the actors and director,” says Ejaz Munna, actor-
director, talking about his wife Tazin.

According to the glamorous actress Tazin Ahmed,
"Munna is a good critic of my acting. He always
appreciates the spontaneity in my performances.”

Tazin Ahmed stepped into the entertainment world
in 1996. Previously she was a regular artiste in the
theatre groups Theatre (Arambagh), Natyadal and

Aranayak. Later, she became a familiar face on small

screen for her performance in the drama serial Shar

Paure Kabya. At present she is a popular face in' both

television and theatre,

Ejaz Munna, an actor-cum-director, began his
career as a theatre activist in 1988. He took to heart
the suggestion of light director Taposh Sen and took
theatre as a profession. His guru Mamunur Rashid
told him'to join the visual media. Munna wrote and
directed a drama serial for Mamunur Rashid's pro-
duction house, Bangla
Telefilm. Since then he
has been working with

e

people and production
houses. As an actor he
came to the mediain late
19805 and as a director he
started with the drama
Not Out. The Ejaz-Tazin
duo are busy with' two
forthcoming mega seri-
als--Ek Akasher Tara and
anotheryet-to-be-named
drama serial.

Ejaz Munnais aregular
actor in theatre, He is at
ease on stage because of
the long-term rehearsals
that precede a produc-
tion. However, he is not
comfortable in the visual
media as he feels it is
difficult to/ concentrate
on many plays simulta-
neously. As he says, "May

be it is easy for artistes with higher qualification to
convey a host of varied moods in the same shift. [ am
not comfortable with the directors asking me to give
varied expressions within a few shots."

Tazin had decided to give more time to acting.
However, she says she has little chance to do that
because of the intrigues in the entertainment media.
So, she has started to writeTV plays.

About being each other's critics, Munna says that
Tazin is very straightforward about criticism, As he
says, "If I do anything monotonous or stereotypéd,
she would point this out without hesitation. But I
usually have a positive approach towards her perfor-
mance."

Tazin emphasised that performers should try to
avoid stereotyped performances. Another thing that
throws a damper is the interference of the producers
in guiding directors and dictating the composition
of the cast. As a consequence, she says, "Some peo-
ple who are ill informed abput acting and directing
are donning the role of producers.”

Tazin sees the situation as a cycle. She says, "If the
market expands, the sponsors will come forward
and promote quality production; making room for
fresh talent.”
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The creative duo Tazin and Ejaz

. Remembering Shawkat Osman

:.;S'Zt]f_z.._birl__‘h gnniversary of the litterateur observed

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

On the occasion of the 87th birth
anniversary of litterateur Shawkat
Osman, recitation groip Shwanan
organised a cultural and discussion
programme at the Liberation War
Museum, Mondaylast.

Reminiscing the writer, chief
guest of the programme poet
Shamsur Rahman said, "We owe
many things to him which nobody
else could give us. Although his
main expertise was in short stories
and novels specifically in the satiric
genre, he also had creativity in
writing poems.”

To comment on the creations of
Shawkat Osman, professor
Anisuzzaman said, "He generated
social awareness through artistic
but clear and straightforward
messages in his creations. We will
remember him not only for his
creativity but also for his commit-
ment for the society--the commit-

ment towards life to make it more
meaningful andspecial.”

The eldest son of the author,
Bulbon Osman recalled many

incidents related with his father’

and elaborated on his boldness, He

* said, "His ready witand firmness in

sticking to his principles was envi-

able." Bulbon' recalled that his
father used to tell them, "It is not
important what you have but who
you are”. "And that was the guide-
line of bringing up his children,”
said Bulbon.

Among others literary personal -
ity Selina Hossain, Shawkat
Osman's son Yafes Osman and
Rupa Chokrovorty of Shwanan also

- spoke onthe occasion.

Ahkam Ullah recited from
Shawkat Osman's short story
Janani Janmobhumi. His passion-

aterecitation from the story, which

portrays the brutality and insanity
of the Pakistan Army during the
country’s Liberation War, moved

the audience. Singers Jhuma

Khondokar, Shama Rahman,
Anupam Paul and others rendered
songs, while Rasna Rafig and Farha
Shahwar Jhunjhun performed
Kathak.- The programme ended
with the screening of a documen-
tary on Shawkat Osman.
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Celebntles unite to ralse tsunami aid funds

gm'cmment < donation of 50 mz][luu pmmds

alsotaking part.

the charts.

January 22-23, and hoped

stricken Asian countries.

Veteran pop star Sir Cliff Richard, flamboyant
singer Boy George and other British musicians
plan to release a song to raise money for vic-
tims of the devastating Asian tsunami, the
tune's composer said. Robin Gibb of the Bee
Gees and opera singer Russell Watson were

Radio D] Mike Read wrote the song Grief

Never Grows Old before the December 26

_ disaster, but said he was now getting slars.on
boardtoreleaseitwithinweeks.

| Charity singles have proved hugely popular

| fundraisers in Britain, where the reworked

Band Aid 20 charity singls Do They Kriow 1t's

Christrnas, featuring Dido, Jamelia and other

stars, recently spent several weeks at the top of

Separately, managers at the Millennium
Stadium in Cardiff, Wales--the largest indoor
arena in Europe--said they were planning a
charity concert at the 74,500-seat venue on
to raise more than 1
million pounds ($1.92 million) for tsunami-

Britons, haunted by images of the disaster,
have donated up to 1 million pounds an hour
inthe country'sfastestever charityappeal. The

‘givenbythepublic. | & & Ll

celebrity-studded TVbenefit,

The American Red Cross said it received a
$1 million donation from Bullock for tsunami
relief in South Asia and East Africa. The star of

" Miss Congeniality and Speed previously
donated $1 million to the Red Cross in the

aftermath of the September 11 atta cks,

filmed.

NBC and its sister cable nctwnrks--USA,

- Bravo, Trio, Sci-Ii, MSNBC and CNBC--plan
to simulcast a benefit special on January 15
featuring celebrities and ‘musical’ perfor-

mances.

will be sent to the Indonesian embassy

has been dwarfed by the ﬁ(} mlllifqn pntunds

Hollywood opened its waller. to survivors of
the tsunami disaster as movie stars Sand
Bullock and Leonardo DiCaprio donated big
sums to relief agencies and NBGC planned a

DiCaprio pledged & "sizable" contribution
to UNICER targeted for aid to devastated areas
of Thailand, where his 2000 film ﬂn:-Bearh was

Meanwhile, a benefit concert to raise funds

will be held in Prague on January 9. The con-
oertat Lucema musichall will feature many of .
the country's top rock and pop stars, ‘all of |

' whom will perform free of charge. All pmﬁts' A

Prague Caech news agencyC‘FK reported.
The Czech public has so fapdonated almost
b million’ Koruna«(495,000: curos, 675,000

dollars) for the disaster-hit region.
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~ News Bullefin

BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) al 8:55
am12:10 pm, 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangta) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) at 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Lata Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANMNEL-i

News (Bangla) al 7:15 am. 9:00am.
T:15pm, 9:00pm, 10:30,12:15am.
Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English)al 11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) al 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm.  10:00 pm, 11:00

pm.
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm,

Latest Nows (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

nty

News Headfines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00 am. €:15 pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
Enghish) at11:30 pm.

TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadines{Banga) &t 5:30 pm. T:30

pm.
Tara News (Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 11:30

'r;::a; News Bangladesh (Bangla) a19:30
P,
BBC WORLD

Every hauron the hour
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Public Reaction
OnChanneliat9:30amand 1:30pm
Public Opinion Programme

Hosted by Kekaand Kona

2 Fast2Furious
OnHBOat11:45pm
Genre: Action

¢« Cast; Paul 'Halker,Tyresa, EvaMendes
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