e L e T

L AL e e e e 7 BT s STl

P e e o i

| S I’es erve d

to

seats for women

STAFE GDRRBSPONDW

. The' High Court .{HCJ_ yesterday
directed the govermment and the

Election Commission (EC) not to.

hold polls to 45 seats reserved for

women in the Jatiya Sangsad, until

hearing of a writ petition challeng-
. ingtheelection process.

The HC bench of Justice MA

Matin and Justice AEM' Abdur
Rahman passed the order following
a petition filed by 13 women leaders
seeking an injunction on the polls

process. 'I‘hu court fixed February 23
forhearing the petition.

OnDecember 14 lastyear, the HC
had issued arule on the government
asking it to explain in two weeks'
time why the law providing for
election' to: the reserved seats for
woman should not be declared
unconstitutional.

The court, however, had not then

. ruled on whether there should be a

stayof operation of thelawitself.
‘Two more writ petitions relating

_ to the 14th amendment to the con-

stitution, which provided for the 45
reserved seals for women in parlia-
ment, were filed earlier and the HC
had issued separate rule following
the petitions.

TheJatiya Sangsad on November
29 last year passed the bill for indi-
rect electionto the reserved seatson
proportional representation of
political parties or alliances amid
strong protests by the opposition
lawmakers.
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SAARC SUMMIT

Date to be set /
with consent of
3 tsunami-hit
member states

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 'convenience' of the three
tsunami-affected member coun-
tries will get priority in fixing a fresh
date for the postponed 13th Saarc
summit, which is nowlikely to come
after a summit of world leaders for
post-tsunami rehabilitation on
January6inindonesia.

"We feel that considering their
(theaffected countries') psychologi-
cal and physical conditions after the
tsunami, their convenience will
receive priority in fixing a new date
for the summit," Foreign Minister M
Morshed Khan told reporters in his
officeyesterday,

Morshed explained that leaders

of Sri Lanka, India’and the Maldives,

the three affected states, willhave a
SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) Chalrman Justice Sultan Hossain Khan, r:éntm, talks with 'ACC members
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Maniruddin Ahmed, right; and Maninuzzaman Miah at their new office at Agargaon inthe city yesterday,

ACC hamstrung by crises|Baghdad governor
assassinated

Acting Secretary Matin 1esigns; commission
stumbles without staff, rules

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

. Confusion reigns supreme at' the
Anti-Gorruption Commission (ACC)
which is yet to set its rules, regula-
tions and staffing one and a half
monthsintoitsformation.
The situation only worsened as
former director general (DG) of the
‘now defunct Bureau of Anti-
Corruption (Bac) and Acting ACG
Secretary MA Matin resigned yester-
day, a day after the government had

announced all Bac staff as 'reserved

and not to work for the commis-
sion’,
The 'relocation of the commis-

sion from the Bac office in

Segunbagicha to Agargaon yester-
daydidnothelp either.

In his resignation letter to the
ACC chairman, Matin regretted
discontinuing his job. He said the
Cabinet Division's controversial
decision @bout the Bac employees

" hasresultedinastalemate and there

is no congenial atmosphere at the
camm.lss!un to mnhhuewurldnb.

Matin alleged the Cabinet
Division took the decision, thoughit

‘was contrary toaclear opinion given

by Attorney General AF Hassan Ariff
that all Bac employees would be
absorbed into the ACC after desola-
tionofthebureau.

Earlier, after the formation of the
ACC, the government had cancelled

the contractual service of Matin but

the ACC chair appointed him as
secretary, to the commission in
additiontohisjobastheBacDG.
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Bomber kills 11 at police checkpoint

REUTERS, Baghdad

Gunmen killed Baghdad's governor
in Iraq's highest-profile assassina-
tion in eight months and a suicide
bomber killed 11 people at a police
checkpoint yesterday in an escalat-
ing campaign to wreck the January
30election.

The shooting of Governor Al al-
Haidriin aroadside ambushshowed
insurgents' power to strike at the
heart of the govemning class, raising
fresh doubts as to whether seqrity

forces can! protect: politicians and
volersastheballot draws near.
The assassination' took place

‘hours after abomber rammed a fuel

truck into a checkpoint near
Baghdad's Green Zone, a sprawling
compound housing the Iraqi gov-
emment and the US and British
embassies. The vehicle wentupina
giant fireball thatrocked the capital.

The blast killed eight police
commandos and three civilians and
wounded 60 people, bringing fresh

for i i, e sbenms 11 an:r.

BNP's countrywide
organisational
drive begins

UNB, Thakurgaon

BNP's countrywide organisational
drive with a 18-point agenda started
here yesterday with a grand confer-
ence attended'by grassroots level
partyleaders and activists.

Calling the grassroots level lead-
ers pillars of the party, BNP. Senior
Secretary General Tarique Rahman
said their support and cooperation
will help to strengthen the party in
rural areas.

Sustainable development of the
country is not possible’ without
development of rural areas, Tarique
sajd, adding, "We have come to the
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| Army-criminal

3-hour gunbattle
in Bandarban

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bandarban
Security forces fought a three-hour

fierce gunbattle with a band of

criminals in a remote hilly area/in
Bandarban earlyyesterday exchang-
ing around 500 shots.

The criminals used sophisticated
weapansincluding rocketlaunchers
during the shootout in Lulain,
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Clarification

The oFAgﬂuﬂmhnssenta

r:lm:iﬂ th'ﬁt;ﬁ "Mjnj&s:rry :
a it t ‘igno-

gce ﬁgnch'l‘kﬁ crore farm fl.u%uds"

piiblished onJanuary2, 2005,

The ministry stated that "In fact,
the Ministry of Agriculture appreci-
ates Finance Ministry's support and
co-operation with the Ministry of
Agriculture in improving the present
statusofthe agriculfure sector, focus-
ing it as the driving force of the econ-

ony, and {in] revitalising thissector.”

HUGE GAS BILL ARREARS

Petrobangla seeks
cabinet help

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

Petrobangla has turned to the

Cabinet Committee on Economic

Affairs to recover its arrears of gas
bills worth TK 697 crore from 30
government entities, including a
number of ministries, and three
autonomousinstitutions.

In arequest, which will be tabled
before the committee today,
Petrobangla says the delays in pay-
ments have put it into a'corner, as it

f-dollars every.

month to international'oil compa-
nies topurchase gas,

The state oil and gas authority
complainsadearth offundshasalso
stalled some ofits urgent gas-related
development projects. If the arrears
were cleared, Petrobangla adds, it
could start some’ gas exploration
anddevelopmentwork.

Petrobangla says it has written
several letters to the defaulters to
payup the bills without any positive
reaction,
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