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The government yesterday, ordered
employees of the now-defunct
Bureau of Anti-Corruption (Bac) not
to work for the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) until rules and
regulations of the newly formed
bodyare formulated.

The Cabinet Divisionina circular
yesterday formally announced 1,107
Bac staff as government's reserve
employees in the wake of boiling
conflicts between the government
andthe ACC.

The Bac officials have been

temporarily working at the antigraft
commissionsince November21,

The latest development is going
to stall the ACC investigations into
the status of 1,028 vehicles pur-
chased for different development
projects and allegations of tax dodg-
ing byabusinesshouse.

"A letter has come from the
Cabinet Division regarding the
status of the staff of the Bureau of
Anti-Corruption,"ACGC
Commissioner M Maniruzzaman
Miah told The Daily Star by tele-
phone last night, without elaborat-
in

gTl‘m ACC chairman, its two

commissioners and their personal
staff, meanwhile, are shifting their
offices today from the
Segunbagicha Bac office to the
Bureau of Statistics building at
Agargaon. They were attending
their duties at the former Bac office
since the ACC started functioning
onNovember21.

The ACC is supposed to screen
out the Bac employees to absorb
themin the commission on thebasis
of a' rule that has not yet been
framed. The conflict was quigtly
brewing between the bureauctats
andthe ACCsinceitcameintobeing
overassigning some Bac staff.
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Govt, ACC at loggerheads

Circular asks 1,107 Bac staff not to work for the commission

The conflict surfaced when an
ACC letter, issued by ex-Bac director
(administration and establishment)
Lt Col Abdul Hannan Mridha, asked
13 secretaries of different ministries
to provide information on thewhere-
aboutsof1,028 motorvehicles..

Thewording of theletterangered
the secretaries, sources said.
Besides, the Bac director is still
serving as a ‘reserve government
employee’, which means he cannot
issueletter on behalfof the ACG, the
bureaucratsargue.

The secretaries feel that the ACC
undermined the image of the
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 GRASSROOTS-LEVEL ACTIVITY
BNP begins
conferences
on 18-point
agenda

UNB, Thakurgaon

The ruling BNP (Bangladesh
Nationalist Party) starts a country-
wide organisational campaign onan
18-point agenda with a grand con-
ference of grassroots-level party
leaders and activists here today.

Such conferences will be held in
19 places covering 64 districts with
the participation of about 50,000
leaders and acnwsts BNP sources

. said.

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain will inaugurate the confer-
ence At Thakurgaon Girls' High
School ground at 9:00am with BNP
Senior Joint Secretary General
Tarique Rahman in the chair,

. They.said 23 editors of national .

dailies’ have been' invited to the
conference in this northern district

headquarters.
A total of 1,555 representatives,
including 1,150 from union level
SEE PAGE 11 COL 8

ROHINGYA REFUGEES
Repatriation
resumes

UUNB, Cox's i

Repatriation of Rohingyarefugeesto
Myanmarresumed on Saturday.

Ten refugees of a family left the

camp for home on' the day, while
19,000 others in two camps at Teknaf
andUkhiaare onthe waitinglist.

The repatriation of Rohingyas
remained suspended for seventh
monthssinceJunelastycan

About 2.5 lakh Rohintya Muslims
of Myanmar entered Bangladesh in
1991.

16 DCC cattle
markets for
Eid-ul-Azha

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
has selected people to operate 13 of
the 16 sites set aside as makeshift
cattle markets for the upcoming
Eid-ul-Azha as allegations have
been raised that only those who
were supporters of the nuling party

wereselected
The allocated 13 sites are the
open land of DCC beside
Armanitola playground, Khilkhet
Tanpara, Golapbagh ground,
Rahamatganj playground,
Dhupkhola ground, Hosni Dalan
Road (from Chankharpool intersec
SEE PAGE 11 COL 2
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WHAT DID | LEARN? A tiny tot grimaces in despair at the admission test at Vigarunnisa Noon School yester-
day, the second day of exams to schools for this academicyear.

INEWS ANALYSIS

BTTB mobile puzzle

STAR REPORT

It is still unclear what prompted the -

telecommunications ministry to fix
the call tariff for its new cellphone
service at a rate much higher than
expected --andinparticularatarate
similar, if not higher, to the four
private companies currently offer-
ing service to 4 million customersin
Bangladesh.

In the past, the Bangladesh
Telegraph and Telephone Board
(BTTB), which entered the market
last week with a soft-launch of its
service, has strongly suggested that
it was going to offer cheaper cellular

phoneservice.
Telecommunications Minister
Aminul Haque had several times
publicly announced that the state-
operated cellphone service would
be popularforitscheaper call tariff.
Even the prime minister while
inaugurating the service on
December 28 directed the BTTB
officialsto offer an affordablerate.
Itis widely believed thatfearinga
drastic loss of business if the tariff
was set too low, the private compa-
nies have played ‘arole'in changing
the minds of the government
policymakers who finally approved
the call rate and subscription fee.

Although the BTTB mobile call
rate is between 25 percent and 35
percent lower than the private
operators charge for zonal ‘calls in
the post-paid segment, BITB's
others charges are higher -- for
instance, its monthly subscription
charge isTk 350, which is 29 percent
higher than private operators’. At
leastone private operatornow offers
monthlysubscription fee of Tk 250.

Asthe BTTB is yet to offer special
packages that could include special
rates for calling particular numbers
of friends and family members, the
customers of its pre-paid segment
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ARakhainwoman weaving cloth faces an uncertain future,

Kuakata Rakhains

PINAKI ROY, back from Kuakata

Hundreds. of families from the
Buddhist Rakhain community in
Kuakatahave been forced from their
land as aresult of the activities of an
influential group of local Bangalis,
an investigation by The Daily Star
hasuncovered.

The situation has become so bad
that in the last 30 years the numbers
of Rakhain para in Lata Chapali
(Kuakata) union of kalapara upazila
in Patuakhali has reduced from 54 to
14.

"The number of families living in
the paras that do remain has also

| pushed out of land

decreased,” said Emong Talukder,
president of the Rakhain Cultural
Academy, Kuakata.

The situation is said to have
become particularly bad in the last
threeyears.

Some of the Rakhain families
have gone to Cox's Bazar and

Bandarban and others have been

forced to go back to Arakan state of
Myanmar, from where their descen-
dants firstcame.

Much of the agricultural land of
the Rakhain community was forc-
ibly grabbed'in the years after the
1963 cyclone, which severely

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4’

DHAKA-10 By-POLLS

Judge expresses
embarrassment,
declines to hear

contempt charges
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The hearing on the High Court (HC)
rule on the government and the
contempt charge on four govern-
ment officials over army deploy-
ment at polling centres in the
Dhaka-10 by-polls was not held
yesterday as a judge expressed
‘embarrassment.’

The HC division bench compris-
ing Justice Abdul Wahab and Justice
Zinnat Ara sent the case to the chief
justice to take a decision after the
junior judge, Justice Zinnat, declined
to hear it without explaining the

SEE PAGE 11 COL 8

Tsunami death
toll crosses
144,000

AFF, Jakaria

The confirned number killed in the
massive earthquake and tidal waves
that hit Indian Ocean shorelines a
week ago passed 1,44,000 on Monday,
as over 14,000 more deaths were
confirmed by Indonesian officials.

Indonesia has borne the brunt of
the catastrophe, with a health min-
istry, official putting the country's
dead at 94,081 with entire coastal
villages disappearing under the wall
of water. The figure could rise sub-
stantially. The health ministry has
cautioned that there could' be
100,000 deaths in Aceh and North
Sumatra.

In Sri Lanka, 29,729 were con-
firmed killed by the tidal waves,
while more thanh 16,000 people were
injured, the president’s office said. A
further 5,240 are listed as missing.
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SECOND
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An inter-ministerial meeting yester-
day decided to link up the country
with global forecasting system on
natural’ disasters and include tsu-
nami into its comprehensive disas-
ter management programme
(CDMP).

The meeting also decided to by
the equipment necessary to quickly
respond to natural disasters like
earthquakes and tsunami and to
start the rescuic operations immedi-
atelyin order to minimise the loss of
lifeand property.

"The country will be a member of

Honolulu and Hawaii-based disas-
ter forecasting centres very soon for
getting early warning of earthquake
and other natural calamities,”
Minister for Food' and Disaster

" Management Chowdhury Kamal

Ibne Yusuf told the reporters after
themeeting.

Experts on natural disaster told
the meeting that the possibility of a
tsunami hitting the country is not
likely because of the country's
geographicallocation.

Still the government would buy
all necessary equipment that the
armed forces division has suggested
for the country to be better

COM Dhka: B110163, GBE2142,
§549613, Chittagemy: B47659

Plan to link up with global
disaster forecasting system

equipped to deal with such natural
disaster, themeeting decided.

State Minister for Energy AKM
Mosharraf Hossain, Chief of Army.
Staff Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury,
secretaries of different ministries,
teachers of Dhaka University, Buet,
and representatives from meteoro-
logical department and different
other bodies attended the meeting
held at the' conference room of
cabinetdivision.

Sources said the meeting also
decided to set up anational institute
on disaster management training
under the armed forces division and
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STAR REPORT

The government will place around
1,500 schemes of the Annual
Development Programme (ADP)
under a three-year rolling invest-
ment programme from the next
fiscal year for its effective imple-
mentation.

Projects under the, rolling fund
will reduce bureaucratic bottle-
necks, which' often slow down
implementation. This will also
eliminate low-quality schemes and
lobbying for unnecessary or irrele-
vanl projects, according to a deci-
sion of the planning ministry last
month.

The decision says while imple--

1,500 ADP schemes
to go under 3yr
investment plan

menting and reviewing the Three
Years Investment Programme
(TYIP), authorities should hold
uninterrupted dialogues with the
stakeholders or beneficiaries of the
projects.

The government is adopting the
TYIP to achieve the goals set by the
donors-prescribed Poverty
Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP)
and the Millennium Development
Goals (MDG) set by the United
Nations by 2015, the planning min-
istry says.

The ministry has identified 429
such projects that can be placed
under the rolling programme and is
now working on identifying up to
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Move taken to
introduce
polythene's
alternative

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Ministry of Environment and
Forest yesterday launched a fresh
drive to introduce environment-
friendly alternatives to polythene to
stop permanently the use of this
harmful substance and formed a
national task force to expedite the
process.

The drive follows apparent fail-
ure of the ministry to introduce
suitable substitutes for polythene
shopping bags since they were
banned onMarch1, 2002,

The taskforce headed by Vice-
chancellor of South East University
Prof M Shamsher Alihas been asked
to report on the state of innovation
of alternatives and suggest ways to
phase outpolythene.
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