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Dhanmondi and
Sonargaon win

SPORTS REPORTER

The top three batsmen smashed half
centuries as Dhanmondi Club
handed a 51-run defeat on Eskaton
Sabuj Sangha in the First Division
Cricket League at the Jagannath Hall
Groundyesterday.

Rumimade 83 off 140 balls but his
opening partner stole the show with
a blistering 50-ball 72 studded with
12 fours and two sixes. Skipper
Emon, who came at number three,
made 57 as Dhanmondi reached
264-5in500vers.

In reply, Eskaton were bundled
out for 213 in 42.1 overs with Ripon
makinghighest65.

In the day's other match,
Sonargaon Cricketers came back to
winning ways when they beat Gazi
Tankby sixwickets at BKSP. New ball
pair Nasiruddin and Sajidul shared
six wickets between them to shoot
out Gazi Tank for exactly 100 (35.4
overs). Sonargaon took only 22.3
overstoreach 104-4.

Australian fans
give $55,000

AFB, Sydney

Australian cricket fans at the opening
day of the final Test against Pakistan
at the Sydney Cricket Ground
Sunday donated a total of 71,786
dollars (55,275 USD) to the Asian
tsunamirelieffund, officials said.

Organisers are expected to revise
their target of 100,000 dollars for
more fund-raising over the remain-
ing four scheduled days of the SCG
Test.

Sharapova
shocks Venus

AFP, Bangkok

Reigning Wimbledon champion
Maria Sharapova overpowered
American Venus Williams Sunday
in an exhibition match in northern
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Usha's hattrick hero Mohammed Nayeem (R) tries to race past a Mariner defender during their Green Delta Premier
Hockey League match at the Maulana Bhasani National Stadium yesterday.

England wrest initiative

Cricket

AFP, Cape Town

England spinner Ashley Giles made
a crucial breakthrough for his coun-
Zrty when he dismissed South
rican captain Graeme Smith for
74 on the first day of the third Test at
Newlands here on Sunday.

South Africa were 164 for three at
tea, with second Test century-
maker Jacques Kallis again holding
the key to his team's fortunes. Kallis
was47notout.

and looped up for wicketkeeper
Geraint Jones to take what seemed
aneasy catch.

But Smith stood his ground
while the players celebrated and
umpire Daryl Harper gave him not
out.

The South African captain added
only four more runs, however,
before Giles dismissed him in his
next over, with Smith walking after
edging a ball which went off Jones'
thigh to Marcus Trescothickatslip.

Smith won the toss for the third
successive time but it was England,
leading 1-0 in the five-match series,
who gained the initiative on a hard,

It was arepeat of his dismissal by
Hoggard in the second Test in
Durban.

Smith and Jacques Rudolph put
on 69 before Rudolph was out for 26
shortly before lunch, caught behind
by Geraint Jones off an inside edge
from SimonJones.

Rudolph had twice gained
boundaries off the inside edge off
the same bowler before his dis-
missal.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard attea on the firstday of the
third Test between South Africa and
England atNewlandshere on Sunday:

Wasim foresees
English chances

REUTERS, Karachi

England have been given an even
chance of reclaiming the Ashes
from Australia this year by former
Pakistan captain Wasim Akram.

"For the first time in eight years I
can see a side which can compete
on even terms with Australia,"
Akram told Reuters on Sunday.

The left arm fast bowler who
retired after the 2003 World Cup
with ahaul of414 Test and 502 one-
day international wickets said
England had formed a very good
team and can win the Ashes this
summer athome.

"Itellyouitis going to be one hell
of an interesting series. Australia
obviously is the best these days. But
guys like Andrew Flintoff, Steve
Harmison and Andrew Strauss are
mature players and have made
England a very competitive and
dangerous outfit."

While Australia completed five
Test series wins last year including a
first win in India in 35 years,
England won 11 matches and drew
twoin the same period.

The Australians have also won
the last two World Cups in 1999 and
2003.

Akram who played for 10 years
with English county side Lancashire
said the Australians were a first rate
side at absorbing pressure and were
mentallyverystrong.

"And England is also getting
there. That is why the Ashes this
time could go eitherway," headded.

Akram, now a commentator,
said the Ashes rubber would be a big
boostfor the sport.

"I don't agree with the argument
that cricket has stagnated due to the
complete dominance of the
Australians. They have set a bench-
mark for other teams and it is
intriguing waiting to see which side
dethronesthem."

He also felt there should be no
surprise over Pakistan being out-
classed by Australia in the ongoing
Testseries.

"I don't know why people are so

'Lara no problem for me'

Cricket

AFP, Melbourne

New West Indies cricket coach
Bennett King says there are no
problems in his working relation-
ship with team captain Brian Lara.

The West Indies arrived here
Sunday to prepare for their triangu-
lar one-day series with Australian
and Pakistan throughout January-
February.

King, the former head coach of
the Cricket Australia Centre of
Excellence, said he would have to do
things differently with Lara, the
side's batting superstar, because of
hisstandingin the game.

King admitted 35-year-old Lara
would follow his own training
regime because of his age and
experience, but said talk the left-
hander was difficult to manage was
way off the mark.

"At the moment I don't know
where it (talk) comes from and I was
conscious of going in with an open
book and having heard all the
rumours and all the innuendo and
making my own opinion," King told
amedia conference shortly after the
14-mansquad'sarrival here.

"But from my point of view, he
smiles at me every day and I smile at
him every day, soitgoesallright."

King said there was no problem
unifying a side containing players
from all over the Caribbean.

But he added he would take a
different approach to coaching Lara
-- a veteran of 112 Tests and 244
one-day internationals -- because
of his age, experience and place in
theteam.

"We've got to be mindful of his
longevity in the game and how we
manage him sowe get the best out of
Brian for as long as he wants to
play," Kingsaid.

BENNETT KING

"Some people need to be treated
differently and sometimes when
you... start maturing, you need to
also be adaptable to some of their
needs and the players around them
and the (other) players need to
understand that too.

"He's had 35 years in cricket and
he's hit 10 million cricket balls in his
career as it is, whereas a 20-year-
old's probably hit about 200,000 so
it's not going to take Brian that long
to getinto pretty good shape."

The West Indies' lead-up to their
arrival in Australia was dominated
by fears the side's best players --
Lara among them -- would not tour
because of a sponsorship-related
contractdispute.

But Bennett was never in doubt
the dispute would be resolved and
said finding the resources to train
his players properly had been of
greater concern.

"It's been a pleasure to work with
these boys from the islands and the
limiting factor for them is... the
amount of resources that are avail-
able within the Caribbean to consis-
tently train and putin the hours that
some of the other nations have the
opportunityto," hesaid.

King said his first goal was to
have his side perform more consis-
tently after it endured an fluctuating
2004 in which the West Indies lost a
Test series to England at home, yet
bounced back in September to win
the Champions Trophy one-day
tournament.

The West Indies play Victoriaina
day-night match at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground on Wednesday,
before matches against Australia A
inHobartnextweek.

They launch the tri-series
against Australia at the MCG on
January 14.

Victoria march on, Abahani crash
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204-4 in reply to Uttara's 200-6
with more than five overs to spare
at the Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium.

Comingin to bat at number five,
the national wicketkeeper struck
eight fours and a six in his 75-ball
essay after Victoria lost early wick-
ets. Mashud, adjudged man-of-
the-match, shared 54 runs with

Golam Rahman made 60 of 101
balls. Asadullah Khan, however,
was more impressive hitting a 46-
ball 48 featuring half a dozen
boundaries.

MOHAMMEDAN -
PEGASUS

Solid top-order batting saw
Mohammedan put an end to their

One-down Parvez Ahmed also
settled for a sedate 48 (78 balls) as
Mohammedan scored just 89-2
halfway through their innings.
However, the experience of captain
Habibul Bashar and ace Kenyan
batsman Steve Tikolo helped them
crossthe 200-mark.

Bashar, who was adjudged

man-of-the-match, hit four fours
and one six to score 59 off 69 balls

s Smith and Kallis appeared to be R . . four-match losing streak. After

Thall‘and overghadowed by last playing South Aﬁ-ical:;gto a strong true pitch when Herschelle Gibbs SOUTHAFRICA: Firstinnings Zﬁgggiséev(\}{thl;a\: Stﬁlnggjg; cetzg Pakistani batsman Fahadullah (30)  being put into bat in a 48-overs-a-  while Tikolo's explosive 33-ball 47

week's tsunamis that ravaged the position during a third wicketstand ~ Was out in the third over with just  SmithcTrescothickb Giles 74 batting line-up Anfiyl knosv that not and a further 78 for the unbroken side match at the Fatullah Stadium  was studded with three fours and

kingdom and much of Asia. of 75 before Giles struck. ninerunsscored. . . GibbsbHoggard 4 only Pakistan b'u t other teams have fifth wicket with Mohammad Salim  due to fo g, Mohammedan got off to three sixes.

b The two ;tars appeared all Smith should have been out for ~_The out-of-form Gibbs mis-  pyqolphcGJonesbSjones 26 also struggled with more experi- (22 notou). a slow start as Nafees Igbal (21 off The target proved far beyond
usiness in tne Opening games, | - uhon hewent on a sweep against judged the line of a ball from Kalli 47 enced players.” Uttara, who have nowlostseven 42 balls) and Shahriar Hossain (20  the reach of bottom-table Pegasus

matching each other's trademark | Gio “The ball deflected off the Matthew Hoggard and padded up allisnotout of their eight matches, were put off 51 balls) put on 38 runs in 12 who managed 175-9 in the allotted

boomingserves and groundstrokes | yoicom edge of his bat onto hispad ~ toadeliverywhichmovedinslightly =~ Dippenaarnotout 8 into bat first and in-form opener  overs. 48 overs.

with the Russian teenager prevail- offthe pitch and hit his off-stump. Extras: (b-2,nb-2,w-1) 5

inginstraightsets 6-4, 6-3.

Total: (For3wktsin54 overs) 164

Hopman Cup

[ ]
. . Fallofwickets: 1-9,2-70,3-145 Argentina
Zlm pl‘aCtlce Tobat: Amla, De Villiers, Pollock, Boje, g
FroM PAGE 13 Neini Langeveldt down Italy
. . . Bowler O M RW
Chittagong Divisional Stadium yester-
day: Hoggard 12 3 3 1 AFP, perth
BCB XI: First innings, 317/7 in 80 Harmison 11 1 39 0
overs, Dec (Nafees 97, Rajin 38, Tushar Flintoff 12 2 30 0 Guillermo Coria exorcised a few
102 notout, Matsikenyeri4-53) SJones 9 0 29 1 ghosts on Sunday when he
ZIMBABWE: First innings (overnight . recorded his first victory in more
41nolossin 10 overs) Giles 0 0 25 1 than six months as Argentina made
Matsikenyeriretired 150 ENGLAND: Vaughan, Trescothick, | awinningstarttothe Hopman Cup
Rogers cSaqibbTareq 44 Strauss, Key, Thorpe, Flintoff, GJones, | Witha2-1victoryoverltaly.
Sibanda cShamsurb Shahadat 122 Giles, Hoggard, SJones, Harmison. The 22-year-old gased toa6-1,
. . 7-6 victory over Davide Sanguinetti
Masakadzabatting 26 Toss: South Africa. to level the round-robin tie at 1-1
Taylorbatting 11 Umpires: Steve Bucknor (West | after Francesca Schiavone had
Extras: (b-2,1b-22,nb-7) 31 Indies) and Daryl Harper (Austra- | beaten Gisela Dulko 6-1, 6-3 in the
Total: (For3in 100 overs) 384 lia). opening match of the mixed team
Bowler O M R W event.
Shahadat 16 4 67 1
Jabir 16 2 7 0 (3 K1
O R Familiar Pak coll
i S I couapse
Saqib 26 5 8 0
adt FROM PAGE 13 Stand-in skipper Yousuf
Shamsur 5 0 20 O reached his debut centuryandwas  Youhana, who topscored with 111
Tushar 5 0 18 0 out §h0rtly after for a determined in the Melbourne Test, lasted 21
198h1{16cgver fé)ll; and a half hours  minutes before he fell to MacGill,
wit oundaries. snapped up by Warne in the slips.
Stal' CaStWOﬂdm The 20-year-old left-hander Salman's dismissal signalled a
from Lahore had a hundred at his clatter of wickets amid
FROM PAGE 13 mercy before hewasneedlesslyrun  indisciplined Pakistan batting.

to charity," Speed said.

The West Indians have three in
theteam -- Lara, Chris Gayleand
Dwayne Bravo -- although they may
struggle to get all three to play as they
have only 14 players in Australia and

out for 70 in the first innings of last
week's second Melbourne Test
defeat.

But he made sure of the three-
figures on Sunday as he defied
Australia's stellar bowling attack.

McGrath, who was curiously

Asim Kamal gave an easy catch
off McGrath to Gillespie at mid-off
for 10 and Shahid Afridi, who got
off the mark with a six off McGrath,
smacked a MacGill full toss straight
toMcGrath for 12.

Navedul Hasan was out for a

one-day matches on either side of held back from bowling by skipper  fjrst-ball duck, leg before wicket to
theJanuary 10 game. E;SCkl}r’nItJ i%rlltrix?grfﬁ;fosre}lllo%rl;i?n t:é McGrath and Shoaib Akhtar was
The December 26 tsunami, which PHOTO: STAR |- Galman's wicket w(igthlt)he ‘third ball ?OW%d]})é, y 11(\/1 cGrath yorker for a
was triggered by an earthquake offthe | Abahani's Sri Lankan recruit Kumara Dharmasena cracks a boundary | of his second spell, caught behind . Do CUo< )
coastofIndonesia'sAcehprovince has | through covers on way to his half century against Brothers Union during | by Adam Gilchrist in the 67th over . Danish Kaneria gave MacGill
ffici . . . . . ofthe innings his fifth wicket of the innings when
officiallykilled 127,000 peoplewith the | their Green Delta Premier Cricket League match at the Bangabandhu gs- deceived by a leg-break and was
tollmounting. National Stadium yesterday. Yet again Pakistan disintegrated caughtby Gilchrist for three
losing eight wickets for 99 runs ’
B R T i i T i FEVE T after they were looking in good SCOREBOARD
CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer shapeat 193 forone. Scoreboard at stumps on the open-
The collapse took on a predict-  ing day of the third and final Test
4 p p
ACROSS 35 Trom- 2 Bag?l 23 Tr.eatEd 1 L ! able re-run of other batting deba- between Australia and Pakistan at
1 Shut bone topping with 5 16 7 cles in Australia's four-day victo- the Sydney Cricket Ground on
noisily end 3 Mont scom ries in Perth by 491 runs and in  Sunday:
5 Wood- 36 Emor Blanc, 24 Brewery 18 19 [20 Melbourne by nine wickets. PAKISTAN: First innings
wind Bee e.g. products At stumps, Kamran Akmal was ehri
9 Law 37 Mountain 4 Slander 26 Lacks 21 {22 |23 24 unbeaten OIL 35 with Mohammad Buttc Gilchristb McGrath 108
enfarcer air 5 Part of the R Asifyettoscore. Hame.zechIarkebWarne. 58
12 Guadala- 38 Unques- B.&0. skills & g o Pakistan profited from three YouniscMcGrathbMacGill 46
jara tioning 6 Former 27 Balter ) 31 3 dropped catches to put on a 102-  YouhanacWarne b MacGill 8
greeling 40 Progeny German ingredient ) run afilpggénsg{assi;aggmggéwsfon Kamal cGillespiebMacGill 10
13 Tele- 42 Scoocted capital 28 Stor 4 35 , - L .
phone, 43 Amaieur- 7 Tr:-?mcar 29 Scres:am - ’ moted to opener from No.3 with G L 12
slangily ish load 31 Conclu- 3% a7 Imran Farhat axed. . Akmal notout 35
14 Flamenco 48 Rage 8 With- slons o RIT Yasir 'Wa?) ﬂropp(}e}d thiff off NavedlbwbMcGrath 0
cheer 49Hammer-  stands 34 Press for ; consecutive balls on threeandfora  ayparp McGrath 0
g third time on 56, before he top- ) ; . .
15 Clarified head 9 Held payment 42 43 44 45 |46 |47 edged a sweep off wrist-spinner ~KaneriacGilchristbMacGill 3
17 Keanu, in part 10 Toast 35 Upper i = = Shane Warne to Michael Clarke at  Asifnotout 0
“The 50 Inlet enhancer part of a short fine leg shortly after lunch. It . (h 9w i}
Matrix" 51 Peculiar 11 Manual dress was Test cricket's leading wicket- Extras: (b-6,Ib Z'W L,nb-3) 12
18 PC 52 Toolshop  faborer 37 Nay B 52 =3 taker Warne's 562nd wicket. Total: (For9wktsin82 overs) 292
picture supply 16 Expert canceler Yasir had two lives off consecu-  Fall of wickets: 1-102, 2-193, 3-209,
19 Author 53 Paradise 20 Through 38 Vivacity, CRYPTOQUIP tive balls ind]ason (c}lillfsl?ie's Op}fn_ 4215%41, 5-241,6-261,7-261, 8-261, 9-
Sinclair 21 Jet forth 1o v ing over and second of the match.
21 Marsh ~ DOWN 22 Relaxa- Vivaidi Fo TMETES TOS S EBRTE & (\i/\/af;ne sgilledf a tviro_haf?dﬁd Bowlerh 0O M RW
lant 1 That girl tion 39 Semisolid midriff catch at first slip off the McGrat 14 5 38 3
24 pGeometry . fat JNRAZYMW VOOIN QNMPNIE | third delivery and next delivery Gillespie 12 1 47 0
Solution time: 21 mins. Gilchrist brought more groans
answer 40 Crockpot Watson 10 3 28 O
GOER Ol BOED y QAMEYTN]J PSNRENIZNE from the home crowd when he got
25 Anal- ANEDLENE OEOE recipe a glove to the ball but grassed the ~Warne 24 4 84 1
gesic's  [wlE[Alc[H[aln] TR |R[A[N| 41 Sea flock chance. MacGill 2 4 87 5
target Al ERHIAGIGILIE] 44 Teachers' V. QAIN WIAGO? McGrath put Yasir down for a
26 Speed AlMIEIN CHRQIE LR IM org. Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I HAVE TO ADMIT 1 third time ofpf a difficult runnin AUS'.IIRALIA: Langer, Hayden,
FIAIDIERRIIEIRIMIALLLID Y yproquip € Ponting, Martyn, Clarke, Watson
30 Ar-tee TGN GRIElY B olole| 45 Pal of LOVE WINNIE-THE-POOH CHARACTERS. catch at deep mid-off before Yasir GilChl‘gi,St Wa’rne Gilles ie’
connector JlMIEIR| (] TEDJP{O[RIE Wynken WOULD YOU SAY I'M TIGGER-HAPPY? perished in the same Warne over. McGrath MaCGill. ’ pie,
31Salary  WNERALO SRS Oy and Today's Cryptoquip Clue: P equals T Nearing tea, Younis Khan mis- o .0, in .
32 Dundee Blynken 0 tution cioher in whi judged a MacGill leg-break and :ralastan.
A AJGIUIEREMIEIRIEID]1}T]H : The Cryploquip is a substitution cipher in which one letter stands for - fhoce Ri
denial 46 First Tl spooned a catch straight to Umpires: Billy Bowden (New
NE| LI AILIOIPIEIC]IIA another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout the b - . Zealand) d David Shepherd
33 Union DIE[N] v IN /[P ERR[EIN]T lady puzzle. Single letters, short words and words using an apostrophe McGrath at mid-off for 46 leaving ea 1an d an avi epher
events 47 Hideaway give you clues 1o locating vowels. Solutlon Is by trial and error. Pakistan 193 for two. (England).
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WINDIES DOWN UNDER: Captain Brian Lara (L) and teammate Dwayne Bravo, along with the rest of the West Indies
squad, arrive in Melbourne yesterday. The Caribbeans will play in a triangular series with Australia and Pakistan later
this month.
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