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Post-MFA scenario
There is an opportunity in the challenge

THE need for keeping our garments sector buoyant 
in the post-MFA era cannot be overemphasised. 
There are basically two points of view insofar as the 

perceived fallout of the quota-free trade regime goes. 
There are the doomsday theorists who seem to see no 
light at the end of the tunnel, so to speak.  And, there are 
those entrepreneurs and analysts who discern a clear 
opportunity in the challenge to prove the staying power of 
the garment industry in the new trading scenario.

 The government must support the readymade gar-
ment manufacturers and exporters to survive in a highly 
competitive apparels market they have been catapulted 
into.   

 The  sector itself though, has to take a robust initiative 
in standardising different components and areas of the 
production processes. The areas which are likely to come 
under increasing buyer focus include child labour, indus-
trial environment, safety measures and terms and condi-
tions of service of the factory employees. In other words, 
the fundamentals must be strengthened further in accor-
dance with the international standards.  Manufacturing 
efficiency and quality of products will certainly play an 
important role in sustaining our niche markets and gain-
ing new grounds. The local entrepreneurs will have to 
prepare themselves for competing in a completely 
unsheltered situation where everything will be decided 
on the basis of performance alone.

 The government, for its part, should adopt an enabling 
policy framework to see the sector through the critical 
phase of adjustment.  The right kind of infrastructure has 
to be provided for the industry to perform to its full poten-
tial. The government must equip the entrepreneurs fully 
so that they can hold their own in the face of tough com-
petition. Their capability to respond to the needs of the 
global market, now being flung open, has to be enhanced. 

 The government has already taken some steps to cre-
ate a supportive environment for the garments sector. 
The steps are basically aimed at cutting costs of the RMG 
units. In the present context, the government must play 
the role of an effective facilitator and promoter of the 
RMG sector as the latter did its part to tide over the most 
testing phase of its survival. 

Postponement of Saarc sum-
mit
A justified step but somewhat 
fuzzy handling 

WE were saddened to learn of the postponement 
of the 13th Saarc summit that was scheduled to 
be held in Dhaka later this month and for which 

preparations had been well under way.  However, our 
saddening over the postponement is nothing compared 
to the sadness and distress we continue to feel for the 
events that have necessitated this postponement, and we 
agree that under the circumstances postponing the sum-
mit was the only responsible thing to do.

Our hearts continue to go out to the millions of people 
who have been affected by the tsunamis that have devas-
tated the coast-lines of South and South-East Asia.  The 
death toll has now crossed the 100,000 threshold and 
continues to rise on a daily basis.  The fact that three of the 
countries most heavily hit -- Sri Lanka, India, and the 
Maldives -- are members of Saarc and are at present mobi-
lising all of their resources and national energy on a relief 
and rehabilitation programme is by itself understandable 
ground for postponing the summit.  

The summit is a crucial one, and we hope that the Saarc 
member-states will find it convenient to reconvene at an 
early date and that the regional cooperation issues which 
are on the table will be resolved sooner than later. 

It is with regret that we must point out, however, that 
the situation with respect to the postponement has been 
handled rather unprofessionally at our end.  As the death 
toll mounted, it became apparent to those of us monitor-
ing the situation that postponement would be almost 
inevitable.  

The foreign ministry, however, continued to deny this 
would be the case up until the day before the announce-
ment of postponement.  The vehement denial followed 
by the acceptance of the impelling reality comes across as 
rather amateurish diplomacy, and we would have hoped 
that the situation would have been addressed in a more 
mature manner.
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Long awaited  win
First I would like to congratulate 
the Tigers for the emphatic win 
over India. Yes, I am the one who 
wrote several times against their 
poor performance. I am the same 
person who shouted and danced 
like a  mad man in the TV room.  We 
want our team to perform steadily 
and play a positive game as they did 
in the last two games. Political 
interference and nepotism in the 
selection process has to be 
avoided.  

I have a disturbing experience 
about a game between Bangladesh 
and Pakistan. One guy in the TV 
room was disheartened that Saeed 
Anwar got out in the nineties and 
missed his century. This time I 
overheard some people (who 
seemed to belong to a minority 
group, no offence intended to 
anyone/ group. I have friends 
belonging to that group who are 
sensible and more patriotic than I)   
laughing and saying that India did 

not care much in that match and 
now they were  going to make a 
flurry of world records against 
Bangladesh in the last match.  
When OUR team is playing, can't 
we give full support to them? Is this 
too much to ask for from a 
Bangladeshi? 
Saif 
Dhaka

A requiem 
The macabre homicide of Profes-
sor Muhammad Yunus, a teacher 
of Rajshahi University,  appalled 
us. The terrorists liquidated a 
progressive man. Mr Yunus was a 
veteran teacher of RU for many 
years. He was a very much liberal 
minded academic. He was very 
strong in his pro-liberation notion. 
He was a senior vice president of 
Bangladesh Economic Association 
and  president of Rajshahi Univer-
sity Bangabandhu Parishad. He 
was very amiable and student-
friendly. So his gruesome demise 

shocked all of us. He was the target 
of fundamentalists. They did not 
like his free thinking . 

This year Humayun Azad, a DU 
teacher, was attacked brutally and 
consequently he succumbed to his 
trauma. If the progressive luminar-
ies of our country are attacked 
frequently, Bangladesh will face a 
catastrophe in near future. We are  
much concerned  about  this social 
turbulence. I hope the government 
will address this matter very  seri-
ously. They  must bring the culprits 
to book to ward off further disaster .
Molla Mohammad Shaheen
Dept of English, DU 

Rab
Indeed a lot has been said and 
debated about Rab. Many people 
have supported while others have 
opposed Rab. But if we see, Rab is 
liked by the  majority people.  Mr. 
Kaushik, the reason behind this 
liking is the  liquidation    of crimi-
nals . May I present you two little 

stories.  The first one is about a 
time when  there was no Rab and 
the second  one describes an inci-
dent  taking place after Rab was 
born.     

In a crowded shopping plaza Mr. 
B (not the real name)  and his 
family members were  shopping 
peacefully. All of a sudden,  there  
were some gunshots and some hue 
and cry. Everybody was running 
here and there but Mr. B didn't run 
for his life, he went forward and 
tried to find out what had hap-
pened. He came to know a shop-
keeper was shot dead for not giving 
chaanda to the  chamchas   of a 
muscleman,  and to his utter dis-
may Mr. B found out that the shop-
keeper was none other than his 
son's father-in-law. After that 
nobody came forward to help them 
in any way and our great police 
arrived after two hours. Mr. B was 
again surprised to see that instead 
of going after the culprits(who 
were very much recognised by 
police) the police asked  for money 

from Mr. B for lodging  a murder 
case... Years went by but nothing 
happened to the culprits,  but Mr. B 
and his family members were   still 
threatened to withdraw the case,  
or they would suffer the same fate.

After Rab  was  born Mr. B went to 
them and narrated  the whole 
incident.  Rab started searching for 
the main culprit  who was  a listed 
criminal wanted  in a dozen  murder 
cases . At last  Rab  found him. They 
arrested him and the next day he 
was shot dead in crossfire.

Mr Kaushik,  please note that 
you want the system in  the first 
story. But the people of this coun-
try prefer the system in the second. 
That is why Rab is liked by most of 
the people  in this country. It is a 
democratic country and there  is 
law. But until and unless corrup-
tion and crime are  uprooted there  
won't be any proper  application of 
this law. 
Tawfique Zunayeed 
Gulshan, Dhaka

Turkey  and  EU
It is very good to hear that after 
forty years of waiting, European 
leaders finally allowed Turkey  to 
start  membership talks to join 
the  Union. I cannot understand 
why Europe has kept Turkey 
waiting for such a long time. 
Turkey is an integral part of 
Europe and is a country of 70 
million people. There is no rea-
son for it not to join the EU. I 
hope European countries,  espe-
cially Austria and East European 
countries,  do not turn the EU 
into an exclusive Christian club 
because that will ruin its dignity. 
They must allow Turkey into the 
EU the same way, as  they did to 
other member states. Turkey 
should not have  been given hard 
condit ions l ike recognising 
Cyprus (Greek). 

We should remember that it is 
the Greek Cypriots who refused to 
make peace with the Turkish Cyp-
riots. I hope that Europe finally 

allows Turkey to join the EU.
M d  U m r a n  B i n  K a m r a n  
Chowdhury 
Gulshan, Dhaka 

Rab
In reference to the recent letters by 
Imran Khan and Kaushik Biswas 
regarding Rab operations and 
related human rights issues, I have 
got the following to say. 

You may wish to look back on 
days before Rab was launched, 
people felt so insecure and hope-
less that some even talked of find-
ing a way to leave the country. 
Human rights issues are good 
pastime talk for Bangladeshis who 
live abroad and have no idea  about 
what life was like in Bangladesh 
u n d e r  P i c h i  H a n n a n ,  K a l a  
Jahangir, etc. Human rights issues 
are also good talk for a small group 
of people who have much to lose  
by way of not getting their share in 
the absence chandabaazi and 

shantrash, for such people are now 
living on run-down budget. 

Please ask yourself a question, is 
Bangladesh the first country to 
have taken such extreme measures 
to ensure security for its citizens? 
Certainly not, proponents of our 
human rights  may not be aware of 
what is happening in the biggest 
democracy in the world. Also look 
back on how the Philippines, 
Indonesia and Malaysia have dealt 
with law and order situation in the 
past. To put  the readers on a more 
recent track, see how the threat to 
public safety and security is being 
addressed in the  US and UK, so-
called champions of modern 
democracy. 

Bangladesh will certainly be a 
better place to live in with the 
terrorists gone. 

Well done Rab, keep up your good 
work, you have given some hope to 
common people. 
S Akhtar 
US

KAZI ANWARUL MASUD

L AST June the G-8 Summit 
committed itself to pro-
moting socio-economic 

and political developments in the 
Broader Middle East and North 
Africa (BMENA) through a Part-
nership for Progress and Common 
Future. The values of human 
dignity, democracy, rule of law, 
and social justice were to be inte-
gral part of the G-8 generational 
commitment, as was a just, com-
prehensive and lasting solution of 
the Palestinian crisis. The first 
meeting of BMENA and G-8 was 
held in December in Morocco 
entitled Forum for the Future. The 
Morocco meeting was not only the 
result of the G-8 declaration of last 
June, but also of Arab League and 
Arab Business Council declara-
tions. The meeting reviewed the 
progress of collaborative efforts 
relating to democracy assistance 
dialogue, literacy, international 
finance, entrepreneurship, micro 
finance, and investment. 

T h o u g h  P r e s i d e n t  B u s h  
remains convinced that across the 
Middle East a consensus has 
emerged for political, economic, 
and social change, at the end of 
the December meeting, Moroccan 
Foreign Minister affirmed "the 
sovereign right for each country 
within its sovereign unity and 
territorial sovereignty to promote 
its democratic, political, social 
and cultural systems very freely, 
according to the UN Charter and 
the principles of non-intervention 
in internal affairs and peaceful 
settlement of conflicts and good 
neighbourhood." Colin Powell, 
representing the US, agreed with 
his Moroccan counterpart by 
saying that "now is not the time to 
argue about the pace of demo-

cratic reform or whether eco-
nomic reform must precede polit-
ical reform." This toning down of 
the impatient American drive for 
political reform in the Middle East 
and North Africa has been attrib-
uted by political analyst Daniel 
Neep in no small part due to suc-
cessive fiascos in Iraq, including 
the fall out from Abu Ghraib 
prison scandal. Added elements 

were international condemnation 
of Anglo-American invasion of 
Iraq and global unease over Bush 
policy of pre-emption to prevent 
probable threats of aggression. 
Despite Colin Powell's call for 
international partnership and his 
reiteration of the importance of 
the UN's role in global affairs, 
President Bush's conviction that 
"Middle Eastern exceptionalism" 
should not be tolerated any longer 
remains deeply anchored in the 
US foreign and defence policies. 
Given Condoleezza Rice's record 
as National Security Advisor, a 
change of guard at the State 
Department should not hold out 
any promise of mellowed policy in 
the second Bush administration.

On the heels of the brutal 
onslaught of the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks, the Bush administration's 
policy makers decided upon 
democratisation as the key factor 
that could deflect and blunt the 
sharp edges of terror. Congruent 

to this policy was the belief that 
democracies do not wage war 
against other democracies. The 
validity of this hypothesis lies in 
the fact that in a democracy one 
person or a small group cannot 
launch a war. The legal and consti-
tutional procedure that a demo-
cratic government has to abide by, 
and the popular support a demo-
cratic government has to carry for 

waging and continuing a war, 
makes the job of undertaking a 
war an extremely difficult propo-
sition. The international commu-
nity may scrutinise war by a dicta-
tor or an oligarchy but war by a 
democratic government is also 
scrutinised by the people of the 
country. Hence President Bush's 
a v e r s i o n  t o  " M i d d l e  E a s t  
exceptionalism" and his funda-
mental rupture with decades of 
failed US policy in the Middle East 
due to US willingness, in his 
words, "to make bargain, to toler-
ate oppression for the sake of 
stability" which in the long run 
proved elusive because peace and 
stability cannot be purchased at 
the expense of liberty.

One must admit that for 
decades western scholars firmly 
believed that the Islamic world in 
general and the Middle Eastern 
countries in particular were 
impervious to democratic values, 
because in their eyes Quaranic 

literalism was incompatible with 
libertarian values but comfortable 
with authoritarianism and reli-
gious orthodoxy. Princeton Pro-
fessor Bernard Lewis' enquiry into 
the theological origin of political 
Islam and the rise of Islamic mili-
tancy partly contributed to west-
ern misconception about Islamic 
teachings.. Lewis' great intellect 
found appropriate contestant in 

Columbia University Professor 
Edward Said who accused Lewis of 
furthering his political agenda 
under the cloak of scholarship. In 
the course of Said's relentless 
defence of the oppressed Pales-
tinians his thinking led him to 
conclude years before President 
Bush's two nation solution of the 
Palestinian imbroglio that a just 
solution of the problem lies in 
global recognition (in opposition 
to then PLO official policy) of two 
states existing side by side in 
Israel and the occupied lands. 
Though realism dictated that 
some such solution be adopted to 
break out of the "iron circle of 
inhumanity"  Edward Said's  
espousal of the two states solu-
tion testifies to his intellectual 
courage and political acumen.

Articulation of the concept to 
deny "democratic exception" 
given to autocrats dictated by 
raison d'etat during the cold war 
and for easy acquisition of oil and 

safeguarding military installa-
tions had been voiced even before 
the first Bush administration. But 
the translation of this theory into 
reality was left to President Bush 
.In one of his speeches President 
Bush recognised Middle Eastern 
people's "need for freedom as 
deep as our own. It is not realism 
to suppose that one fifth of 
humanity is unsuited to liberty, it 

is pessimism and condescension 
and we should have none of it."  
Western realisation of the need for 
democracy to fight the war on 
terror was embedded in many 
western scholars' belief that the 
absence of Christian doctrine of 
rendering unto Caesar the things 
which are Caesar's and unto God 
which are God's in Islam made 
the Muslims at once a political 
and religious community and 
therefore at variance with the 
essence of liberal thought. Ber-
nard Lewis pointed this out in his 
book Crisis of Islam. Lewis under-
lined the dichotomy of regnum 
and sacerdotium (temporal and 
sacramental) so crucial in Chris-
tianity has no equivalence in 
Islam. If the separation of religion 
and the state is not needed and 
sovereignty lies not in the people 
but in divinity, it has been 
argued, then the resultant form of 
government becomes theocracy 
or some other form of authoritar-
ianism but certainly not partici-

patory democracy. 

If the non-western world is 
divided into fundamentalist, 
traditionalist, modernist, and 
secularist camps, then the western 
efforts should be directed towards 
assisting the modernists and secu-
larists who support inclusion into 
global modernity and relegation of 
religion to private sphere. Such 
efforts are not only Herculean but 
time-consuming as well.  It is 
therefore easily understood why 
both the June G-8 Summit and the 
Morocco Forum for the Future 
have pledged generational com-
mitment to democratic and eco-
nomic upliftment of the Broader 
Middle East and North African 
region.

Given widespread belief in the 
western world that Islam's current 
crisis is due to its failure to thrive 
and connect to the global main-
stream due to the Muslim world's 
long period of backwardness and 
comparative powerlessness, the 
Bush administration's Greater 
Middle East Initiative and G-8's 
commitment to BMENA are note-
worthy. In the ultimate analysis, 
however, if global convulsions are 
to be minimised and threats from 
non-state actors are to be elimi-
nated, then the root causes fuelling 
the convulsions have to be 
addressed. These root causes are 
well known. What is lacking is the 
political will of the Prometheus to 
display his sincerity to many skep-
tics that he is willing to solve the 
problems. It is crystal clear that the 
prosperity of the First World is 
inextricably linked with the socio-
economic and political develop-
ments of the Third and the Fourth 
Worlds.

By Kazi Anwarul Masud is a former Secretary and 
Ambassador.
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MASUM BILLAH

N ON-government teach-
ers constitute ninety 
eight percent of the total 

teaching staff of the country at the 
secondary and higher secondary 
level. Though the number and 
amount show a gigantic figure, 
they represent a very negligible 
influence at the national level of 
education planning and other 
decision making activities. Of 
course this is not fully unexpected 
from a society where the national 
budget depends on foreign aid. 
Even then a little better deal can 
be expected from the society, had 
it been given a little better care.

The present way of running the 
non-government schools and 
colleges is based on private and 
government partnership which 
experiences fragile administra-
tive structure and poor perfor-
mance. Frankly speaking, this 
system of running the institu-
tions has proven almost dysfunc-
tional. There does not lie any 
reason or rationality in respect of 
student teacher ratio, the method 
of teaching, and the assessment 
and recruitment system of teach-
ers and other staff. 

These institutions are virtually 
run by managing committees 
which are hardly answerable to 
anyone. No transparent account-
ability has so far been established 
though it has been in vogue for 
years. The main function of the 
committee is to employ teachers. 
Recruitment of teachers sees 
non-transparency because of the 
direct and indirect pressure of 
the members of the managing 
committee. To speak the truth, 
no standard system of recruiting 
teachers has yet been estab-
lished. Political pressure and 
colour also get involved in the 
recruitment process, hindering 
the smooth running of the insti-
tutions.

A reasonable recruitment 

system based on a standard test, 
academic performance of the 
candidates, attachment to teach-
ing, honesty, teaching experience, 
etc. may be the criteria for recruit-
ing teachers. Everything should be 
impersonal so that no member of 
the committee can exercise any 
influence to recruit less qualified 
candidates, which is a common 
practice now plaguing the educa-

tion system. The Ministry of Edu-
cation must take this initiative 
which will not claim much extra 
money from the government 
funds, but will improve the trans-
parency of the system.

Again, with some possible 
exceptions, it happens in most of 
the cases that the members of the 
committee are not educated, or 
not real social workers, or do not 
take interest in education. Even 
some of them are local touts. The 
teachers, headmasters, and prin-
cipals don't have any say or power 
to undo this. So, in the greater 
interest of the nation education 
ministry must make a law so that 
nobody without having good 
qualifications or social accept-
ability can be selected as the 
member of the committee. 

Most of the evils in the educa-
tional institutions happen mostly 
because of financial crisis. It is a 
big shortcoming on the part of 
non-government schools and 
colleges. It is also the democratic 
right of the citizens of the country 
to have educational facilities from 
the government.  It is again true 
that the government of any poor 

country cannot afford to do it 
despite it being a well known fact. 
Government money is being 
misused in various ways which 
government cannot afford to stop 
due to heterogeneous causes. In 
the midst of these causes, educa-
tion in the country will continue. 
Teachers will teach. Children 
must receive education from the 
society. Educated people must 

provide these needs of the society.

To meet the financial needs of 
non-governmental educational 
institutions the administration 
and the government can takethe 
following steps:

i. Every school and every college 
must have a cooperative society 
where every teacher will contrib-
ute from the first month he or she 
gets his or her salary. This money 
could be used in various income 
generating activities. The fund 
can be raised further taking a 
negligible amount of money from 
the students, local people, and 
available government sources. 

ii. I n  m o s t  o f  t h e  n o n -
governmental educational insti-
tutions, there is no arrangement 
for tiffin for the students. But 
students take tiffin during their 
leisure period in unhygienic 
shops. Every school and college 
can arrange tiffin for the students 
and teachers through the cooper-
ative society. The institution will 
be financially benefited and stu-
dents will be able to give their 
concentration to their studies 
after the leisure period. They 

cannot concentrate their atten-
tion on studies on an empty stom-
ach, and this common practice 
has been going on for ages. 

iii. Every school or college can 
raise a poultry farm starting from 
small scale. Raising poultry farm 
will not only increase the institu-
tional income but also it will be a 
source of protein to the surround-
ing areas of the institution includ-

ing the institutional staff. 

iv. It is a common scene that 
almost every school or college 
possesses a pond. This pond can 
be used for fish cultivation in the 
most modern way. 

v. In possible cases every school 
and college can set up a shop to 
sell books, pencils, scripts, and 
others teaching aids which is 
absolutely necessary for the stu-
dents and they must buy these 
items from nearby shops. Schools 
and colleges can set up other kind 
of shops to earn some extra money 
for the improvement of the insti-
tution. 

vi. In case of availability of 
space, institutions can cultivate 
vegetables and fruits. Tree planta-
tion can also be done in a planned 
way. Still there are schools and 
colleges where there is space, but 
it is not used for any productive 
purposes. 

Poor students can be engaged 
in these income generating activi-
ties which will help to ensure the 
continuation of their education. 
It will also give poor students 
opportunity to learn practical life 

based education. To run the 
affairs in the practical field of the 
world, this kind of learning will 
definitely help them.

Only dependence on govern-
ment money to meet all kinds of 
expenditure of the institution 
does not bring positive results. 
Government is to run and manage 
a lot of state affairs with its very 
limited resources. When educated 

people and social workers will 
learn to mobilise local and possi-
ble hidden resource, it will defi-
nitely exert a sound effect on our 
national economy. It is a kind of 
effort to help the government. 

Another important point must 
be given consideration. Better and 
attractive performance of the 
school and college will invite 
attention of the guardians as well 
as the people of the society. In 
order to better perform there is no 
alternative to the sincerity of the 
teachers and institutional man-
agement. The better performing 
institutions will invite more stu-
dents to come there which is 
another means to boost the finan-
cial condition of the institution.

All kinds of guardians will 
appreciate to send their wards to 
those institutions and don't hesi-
tate to spend more money for their 
wards. In non-reputed schools 
and colleges guardians don't get 
any interest or impetus to spend 
money for their words. 

As a part of my professional 
duties I get to meet with various 
sorts of teachers both at urban and 

rural, famous and unknown insti-
tutions, government and non-
government level, and every-
where teachers show a deep frus-
tration with some possible excep-
tions. I think a school or a college 
can run without any government 
money if the teachers and the 
committee are active and really 
sincere enough to do something 
for the cause of education. I have 
the opportunity to meet this kind 
of institutional head also. 

I must cite the example of Mukul 
Niketan high school of Mymensing 
town. The headmaster of this 
school posseses tremendous 
energy to dedicate all of his time for 
the betterment of the school. He 
has created a unique example by 
visiting the houses of his students 
at night accompanied by his teach-
ers who help the students in their 
houses. It has become a routine 
affair of the headmaster which has 
made his institution renowned not 
only at Mymensingh but also all 
over the country.

Undoubtedly it is a rare example 
at present in our country. This 
school possesses a huge amount 
of wealth. Financial problems do 
not stand in the way of the prog-
ress of the school. Many students 
and guardians crowd here to get 
admission . Many students sit for 
the SSC examination from these 
schools without paying any fee. 
The school meets the expenditure 
of those poor boys and girls. Does-
n't it prove a rare example in our 
educational arena?

Every school can be a real learn-
ing centre and resource centre. 
Every school can be run like a 
university. Every school can be a 
real house to solve the personal, 
national, and international prob-
lems.

Md. Masum Billah is a Material Development 
Specialist, Post Primary Basic and Continuing 
Education (PACE) Programme, Brac.
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