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Mixed reaction
to Luxemburgo

m Football

REUTERS, Madrid

Spain's sports media gave a guarded
welcome to new Real Madrid coach
Vanderlei Luxemburgo on Friday,
highlighting the Brazilian's stellar
record but bemoaning the merry-go-
round of newfaces at the club.

Real named former Brazil man-
ager Luxemburgo, who has just led
Santos to the Brazilian title, as their
third coach of the season on
Thursday in a bid to reverse a slump
intheirfortunes.

"Madrid De Luxe" was the head-
line in Marca, while AS dubbed the
new coach "Iron Vanderlei", in
reference to his insistence on the
need for discipline during
Thursday's presentation news
conference.

Luxemburgo's surprise arrival
ends the three-month tenure of
Mariano Garcia Remon who in turn
replaced former Spanish national
coach Jose Antonio Camacho after
justfourmonthsinthejob.

"Luxemburgo, yet another
whim," sighed Mundo Deportivoina
bannerheadline.

"Today is a bad day for a
'madridista’ (Real fan) like me: with
every day that passes this Real
Madrid becomes less recognisable to
me," moaned one of AS's columnists.

Real have accumulated a roster of
star players unrivalled in club foot-
ball that includes Brazilians Ronaldo

and Roberto Carlos as well as
Zinedine Zidane, Raul, Luis Figo,
David Beckham and Michael Owen.

But despite the line-up of
"galacticos", as they are called half-
in-jest these days, the club ended last
seaon without a major trophy for the
firsttimein fiveyears.

They have been disappointing so
far this season too, slipping to five
defeats in the league and stuttering
into the knockout stages of the
Champions League.

It's a poor show from the most
successful club in the history of
European football, with 29 domestic
league titles in addition to a record
nine European Cups -- but there was
a small sense of optimism
Luxemburgo could recover the Real
spark.

"I understand that many
madridistas feel disoriented as if they
had lost their compass in the middle
of the desert," wrote AS columnist
Tomas Roncero.

"But I have a good feeling about
this. Luxemburgo will know how to
motivate the troupe of galacticos
who havelost theirway."

As for Luxemburgo himself, who
recently told reporters in Brazil "I'm
a star", he looked set to make an
equally confidentstartin hisnewjob.

Marca described the dapper
Brazilian getting emotional as he
strolled through the cavernous
Bernabeu on Thursday, and quoted
him as declaring: "I am going to
triumphin thisstadium."

Premiership

Reds guard against
New Year Blues

m Football

AFP, London
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STRAIGHT TO BUSINESS: Real Madrid's new football coach Brazilian Vanderlei Luxemburgo (C) stands next to the goalkeeper's coach, Manuel Amieiro (L)
and second coach, Marco Teixeira while the squad warms up behind them during his first training session in Las Rozas near Madrid yesterday.

FLASHBACK 2004

The good, the bad and the bizarre

/s 4 Football

REUTERS, London

A look back at some of the highs
and lows of the last 12 months in
soccer:

Greatest upset: Greece's victory
in Euro 2004 when they beat hosts
Portugal, twice, defending cham-
pions France and favourites Czech
Republic to become European
champions after starting the tour-
namentas 80-1 outsiders.

Most surprising international
result: Besides Greece's wins in
Euro 2004, Andorra's first ever
competitive victory; a 1-0 win over
Macedonia in a World Cup quali-
fier in October was totally unex-
pected. Palestine's 8-0 victory over
Taiwan in a World Cup qualifier in
February couldn't have been
predicted either.

And ofcourse there was Mal-
dives' unbelievable 0-0 draw
against South Korea in a 2006
World Cup qualifierin Male.

Least surprising international
result: Thierry Henry of France and
Arsenal finishing second (again) in
FIFA's World Player of the Year
poll. The award went to
Ronaldinho of Barcelona and
Brazil. Perhaps the fact Ronaldinho
broke a window in the cathedral at
Santiago de Compostela while
performing a scissor kick during
the recording of an advert, tipped
the vote hisway.

Best goal: Any that wins a match
for your team. But Czech Patrick
Berger's strike for Portsmouth

against Charlton Athletic in the
Premier League in August when he
collected the ball with his back to
the goal, turned and volleyed home
from 20-metres out, took some
beating.

Another contender came,
almost inevitably, from
Ronaldinho, scoring for Barcelona
against Brondby in last season's
UEFA Cup third round. He hit the
bar with a free kick from the edge of
the area then outraced every
defender on the other side of the

penalty box to pick up the rebound
-- which he volleyed straight into
thenet.

Worst miss: Two contenders --
both equally awful. Dario Silva of
Uruguay probably deserves this
non-accolade as his occurred in an
international against Brazil in the
Copa America semi-final when,
unmarked, two metres from goal,
heshotagainstthebar.

Nwankwo Kanu runs close. The
Nigerian could have sealed a win

for West Bromwich Albion against
Middlesbrough in the Premier
League in November, when, one
metre from goal and totally
unmarked, he sent the ball over the
bar.

Best free kick: Arnulfo
Valentierra's 30-metre rocket
which gave Once Caldas a 1-0 win
over Santos in their Libertadores
Cup quarter-final second leg.

Maddest piece of goalkeeping:
Rene Higuita, playing for Aucas in
the Ecuadorean championship,
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AS CRAZY AS THEY GET! Rene Higuita executing one of his famous 'scorpion kick' saves.
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went on a mazy dribble, taking him
out ofhis penalty area all the way to
where the halfway line meets the
left-hand touchline.

He then passed the ball straight
to El Nacional's Erik de Jesus, who
floated the ball into the unpro-
tected goal from 45 metres. The
former Colombia keeper, now 38,
was banned for six months shortly
afterwards after testing positive for
cocaine.

Best brawl: America (Mexico) v
Sao Caetano (Brazil), at the end of
their Libertadores Cup second
round, second legtie.

America striker Cuauhtemoc
Blanco, sent off during injury time,
came back onto the pitch and
almost single-handedly instigated
a brawl involving almost everyone
on the field, plus officials. Dozens
of fans invaded the pitch, others
hurled missiles -- including wheel-
barrows -- on to the field.

Blanco received a one-year
South America ban and misses the
CopaAmerica.

Strangest substitution: 17-
year-old defender Jonas came on
in the 59th minute of Sao Caetano's
Brazilian championship match
against Sao Paulo to replace
Serginho, who has collapsed and
later dies.

Serginho collapsed in his own
penalty area during the game on
October 27 from a cardio-
respiratory arrest and died in
hospital less than two hourslater.

The match was suspended with
the score 0-0. The Brazilian Foot-
ball Confederation (CBF) contro-
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versially ruled that the match
should be concluded on November
3, starting at exactly the point
whereitstopped.

The 21 other players took the
pitch and Sao Caetano officials,
raised the substitution board with
the number five worn by Serginho.
Play re-started with the goal kick
Sao Caetano keeper Silvio Luiz
had been preparing to take one
week earlier.

Biggest flops: Real Madrid's
Galacticos. Theylost the final of the
King's Cup to Real Zaragoza, went
out against Monaco (inspired by
former player Fernando
Morientes) in the quarter-finals of
the Champions League and then
lost six of their last seven league
matches to finish in fourth place in
the Primera Liga. On December 30
former Brazil coach Vanderlei
Luxemburgo was named as their
fourth coach of the year.

Weirdest behaviour: Atletico
goalkeeper German (Mono)
Burgos made what he called a "joke
phone call" to Racing Santander
forward Mario Regueiro asking
him to throw a game against Celta
Vigo because he had friends at the
club. The game ended in a 4-4
draw. The Spanish FA didn't see
the funny side of things and fined
Burgos 2000 euros for his little
prank.

Most desperate act: The Valen-
cia fans who tried to sue a referee
after he awarded a last-minute
penalty against them that
allowed Real Madrid to scramble
a 1-1 draw against them at the
Bernabeu.

Rafael Benitez is confident his
injury-plagued Liverpool squad
can kick off 2005 in style by blowing
a hole in Premiership leader
Chelsea's current aura of invinci-
bility.

The former monarchs of English
football entertain the current
sovereigns in the first game of 2005
on a high after stringing together
three straight league wins for the
first time in Benitez's reign at
Anfield.

Such consistent form is exactly
whatLiverpoolrequireiftheyare to
have a chance of a top four finish in
Benitez's first season in charge and
areturn to the Champions League
nextseason.

"Itis important to win when you
know the other teams around you
are fighting so hard and winning
also," Benitez said.

The Spaniard, who is confident
of adding Real Madrid striker
Fernando Morientes to his squad
early next week, admitted his side
were below par in Tuesday's 1-0
defeat of Southampton.

But he was cheered by the way
they dug in for a victory that
allowed them to close the gap on
Merseyside rivals Everton and
Middlesbrough.

"This experience will help our
confidence going into the Chelsea
game," he said. "We have won
three on the run, two good perfor-
mances and one not so good but
you have to learn from such situa-
tions for the future.

"If you want the supporters to
stay behind you then you have to
fight all the time, they are fantastic
and as long as we play to our best
and fight for everything they will be
rightbehind us against Chelsea."

As well as potentially having a
major impact on the evolution of a
title race Chelsea currently lead by
five points, Saturday's lunchtime
clash at Anfield will provide an
intriguing opportunity for direct
comparison of the respective
influence on their two teams of
midfielders Steven Gerrard and
Frank Lampard.

The England duo, key figures for
both club and country, would have
been playing on the same team if
Chelsea boss Jose Mourinho had
succeeded in his summer bid to
bring Gerrard to Stamford Bridge.

The Liverpool captain had
appeared bound for London before
a last-minute change of heart kept
him at his hometown club, where
his influence this season has been
greater than ever.

Mourinho may have claimed
this week that he regarded
Lampard as marginally the better
player of the two.

But he is well aware of Gerrard's
ability to produce his best perfor-
mances when the pressure is really
on -- most recently in the recent
win over Olympiakos that put
Liverpool into the knockout stage
ofthe Champions League.

Liverpool's desire for a positive
result against Chelsea will be
shared by both Arsenal and
Manchester United, who desper-
ately need Mourinho's side to start
droppingpoints.

Both the leading chasers have

tough away matches on Saturday
with Arsenal making the short trip
to southeast London to face
Charlton and United travelling to
Middlesbrough.

Sir Alex Ferguson's United
squad have hit form over the last
two months, taking 22 points from
a possible 24 in their last eight
league matches. But the run has
scarcely dented Chelsea'slead.

For once, the fine wine-loving
Ferguson will be hoping to share a
bottle of cheap plonkwith former

assistant Steve McClaren, who
now manages Boro, after
Saturday's match at the Riverside.

"If we win I'll be getting a nice
bottle out; if we lose it will be some-
thing cheap," McClaren explained.

United will be without the
injured John O'Shea for the trip as
well as Wayne Rooney who is
starting a three-match ban for
violent conduct for shoving
Bolton's Tal Ben Haim in the face
during the December 26 win at Old

 FIXTURES

Saturday's fixtures (1500 GMT unless
stated):

Aston Villa v Blackburn, Bolton v West
Brom, Charlton v Arsenal, Fulham v
Crystal Palace (1400 GMT), Liverpool v
Chelsea (1245 GMT), Man City v
Southampton, Middlesbrough v Man Utd
(1730 GMT), Newcastle v Birmingham,
Portsmouth v Norwich, Tottenham v
Everton

English giants
for tsunami
victims

AFP, London

Manchester United, Chelsea,
Arsenal and other English
Premiership clubs on Thurday
pledged at least one million
pounds (1.8 million dollars) in aid
for victims of Asia's tsunami disas-
ter.

All 20 clubs in the top flight have
promised 50,000 pounds each to
help provide relief to an area where
English football is followed pas-
sionately.

"I think everyone has been
taken aback by the sheer enormity
of events following the Indian
Ocean earthquake," said Richard
Scudamore, chief executive of the
Premier League.

"The Premier League and our
clubs have strong connections
throughout the region and there
was a real feeling amongst the
clubs that we should do something
as a collective to try and alleviate
some of the pain and suffering that
is so evident across those areas
affected by the tsunami.

"Our thoughts go out to those
who are suffering as a result of this
catastrophe and hopefully this
donation will help make a real
difference as the disaster relief
operation gets under way."

Football's relief effort was kick-
started by Everton's announce-
mentitwasopeningarelieffund.

The Liverpool-based club
decided to take the lead because of
its sponsorship links with Thai
brewers Chang, who will be
responsible for distributing the
moneyraised.

All programmes are in local time. The
Daily Star will not be responsible for
any change in the programme.
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News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm.7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English)at3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am.
7:15pm, 9:00pm, 10:30, 12:15 am.
Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00
pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00am. 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadlines(Bangla) at 5:30 pm. 7:30
pm.

Tara News (Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 11:30
pm.

Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 9:30
pm.

BBC WORLD
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