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Devotees at Bajtul Mukarram National Mosque yesterday offer munajat after

PHOTC: STAR

Juma prayers for salyation of those killed in the Sunday's earthquake and
tsunamis that devastated as many as 12 countries in Aslaand Africa.

Sonall Bank to open
new bank in US

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

Sonali Bank, in collaboration with
the government, is opening a full-
nited States
soon to facilitate channelling remit-
tance from Bangladeshi expatriates
there,

The' govemment on Thursday
approved a proposal from Sonali
Bank in this connection. The bank
thatalready has asimilarbankin the
United Kingdom will shortly start
the process of getting approval for
thebankinthe US. |

Sonali Bank high officials believe
that it will be a profitable venture
like the Sonali Bank UK Ltd, which
was opened twoyearsago,

- Thebank will provide full array of
banking packagesincludingloansto
expatriate Bangladeshis, In addi-

dation

tion, itwill focus onfinancing export
andimportactivities.

Sonali Bankinitiated this movein
November when the US-based
Sonali Exchange Company faced a
major blow as two American banks

.asked the company to close their

remittance accounts with them due
to atighter US monetaryregulation.

Sonali Exchange Company
remits to Bangladesh about $200
million annually,

The JPM Chase Bank and
Wachovia Bank --which constitute
80 percent of the Sonali Exchange's
operations --have decided to shut
down the accounts from March 31
next and within 30 business days
respectively, officials said.

Sonali Exchange in aletter to the
Sonali Bank head office in Dhaka in
early November said, "the overall
situation in the US financial sector
has been remaining vulnerable all
the times after the events of
September 11, 2001 and enactment
of USAPatriot Act.”

Sonali Exchange, licensed in the
USA and shown as a subsidiary of
Sonali Bank, remits expatriates’
money through remittance
accountsheld insixAmerican banks
which also include Habib American
Bank, Wilshire Bank, Bank of

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

JULFIKAR ALI MANIK

Claiming credit for the formation of
an 'independent’ Anti Corruption
Commission (ACC), an election
pledge of the ruling coalition, the
government is busy tightening its
grip on the commission.

Bven sixweeksintoits formation,
thelong-awaited commission failed
Lo startitstask. Instead itislockedin

-a tussle with' the government to

prevent the latter's attempt to con-
trolit.

Itis nowuncertain when the ACC
will start its work as a stalemate
prevailsinitnow.

The methods the government is
now prescribing to settle the tussle
willfurther strengthenits grip onthe
commission, fearmany ACCstaff.

To hide the situation inside the

ACC failsto start work
as tussle with govt on

ACC and the discord between the
government and the commission,
government policymakers and
some commission officials are
trying to give the impression that the
ACC, areformed body of the bureau
of anti-corruption, would take time
toworkinfull strength.

The government formed the
anticime body on November 21
under the ACC Act that empowered
the commission to appoint its staff
andformulaterules and regulations.

But the ACC has so far drafted
onlyfive rules.

ACC officials' said about three
weeks ago they had sent the draft
rules to the Cabinet Division for
approval of the president but they
donotknowthelatestdevelopment:

Talking to The Daily Star on
Wednesday at his office, acting ACC

Secretary MA Matin said, "Our work
has not stopped. We're doing our
best to finalise the rules. We'll be
able to start our operation in full
strength after getting the rules
approved.”

Noorganogram for the commis:
sionhasbeenmadeas yet.

Sources said ACC Commissioner
Prof Maniruzzaman Mian has been
entrusted with thejob.

Some high officials ofthe ACCare
however learnt to be preparing an
organogram on their own and are
likely to place that before the com-
missionsoon.

Meanwhile, more than 1,100
officials and employees of the now
defunct bureau of anti-cormuption
(Bac) are yet to know whether they
would be allowed to workin the ACC

SEE PAGE11COL1
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Students of the Institute of Fine Arts of Dhaka University sing and dance on the institute campus yesterday evening
welcoming the New Year,

'238 killed in
hands of law
enforcers
last year'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A total of 238 people were killed at
the hands of law enforcers last year
and ofthem, 147 alone were Killed in
‘crossfire! involving various law
enforcing agencies including Rab,
said the annual report of Odhikar.

Odhikar, a human rights watch,
in its report also said 522 people
were killed in political violence last
year while in the previous year
(2003) thenurmberwas 436,

The Odhikar report, prepared on
the basis of reports published in
leading national dailies, observed
that the higher number of political
killings as well as killings in
‘crossfire’ last yearaccounted forthe
‘much-worsened human' rights

| conditionsinthe country'.
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

‘Bangladeshi
shot dead

by BSE

UNB, Thakurgaon

Indian Border Security Force (BSF)

shot dead a Bangladeshi citizen and

injured another in frontier
Baliadangi upazila of the district on
Thursdaynight.

BDR (Bangladesh Rifles) sources
said a patrol team of the Indian
border guards opened fire on Ismail
Hossain, 25, and Mostafa, 24, of
village Jogihar in the upazila when
they were looking for their missing
cows near Mondumala' border.
Ismaildied on the spot.

The BSE men took away Ismail's
body: Mostafa, injured with bullets,
managedto flee.

Commander of 20-Rifles
Battalion said they strongly pro-
tested theincident.

Two top Rajshahi
outlaws killed
in 'crossfire’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Two top operatives of outlawed
Purbo Banglar Communist Party
(ML) were killed in ‘crossfire’
between Rapid Action Battalionand
their associates in Puthia uparzila
earlyyesterday.

Earlieron ThursdaynightaRab-5
team arrested the two, Abdul Aziz,
45, the regional founder president of
PBCP-ML and Asgor Ali, 38, from
their houses: ati Konabaria and
Dhukhalpara villages of Baghmara
uparila, aRab pressreleasesaid.

. Following information exiracted
during interrogation, a Rab team at
around 4:30am took the two to
Borobaria village under Puthia

. upazila to retrieve ﬁrean'ns and

ammunition.

As the Rab team reached near
Borobaria, accomplices of the
captured opened fire on them. Rab
men returned fire that resulted in a
12-minute shootout. ’

The two got caught in crossfire
while they tried to flee the scene.
They were rushed to Puthia Health
Complex butdoctors there declared
themdead on arrival.

Rab recovered a shutter'gun, a
foreign-made double barrelrifle and
abulletfromthe scene.

Aziz was accused in two murder
cases and Asgor in threey Besides,
there were several criminal charges

SEE PAGE 11 cOLA4

Andaman, Nicobar
aborigines safe

PALLAB BHATTAGHARYA, New Delhi

Contrary to appreliensions, the
aboriginal tribes in India's
Andaman and Nicobar islands
have survived last Sunday's
Tsunamidisaster,

Lt Governor of Andaman and
Nicobar Ram Kapse said the
Mongoloid tribes on Nicobar
island Nicobarese, Shompens and
Holschu had not suffered any
casualties. ¥

The 100-odd' Onges tribe and
250-0dd Jarawas also did not
suffer casualty, headded.

All' of 400-strong Shompen
tribe in Shompen Island are safe,
Vice Admiral A K Singh, director
general of coast guard said, add-
ing; the pilot of an Indian Coast

" Executive Director of Anthro-

Guard helicopter sighted the
Sentenaleseinanisland.

Helicopter and' boats carrying
reliefsupplies reached these tribes
afterthe tsunami.

Campbell' Island is near the
Indonesian island' of Sumatra, the
epicentre of the massive 9.0 magni-
tude quake that rolled across much
ofSouth and South East Asiabut the
dense mangrove foresthassaved the
Shompens from the onslaught of
tidalwaves, scientists saic.

Most of these aborigine groups
are highly endangered human
races in the world and serve as the
surviving links between modem
and primitive civilisations,

pological Survey of India Ajay
Bagchisaid.
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