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HARUN UR RASHID

Golam Mustafa Ansari,
helper at a grocery shop
of Joypurhat, could not

believe thathe had won the second
prize for his 24-line poem at the
2nd conference for working writ-
ers. Norcould hisshop-owner who,
on learning about his employee's
talent, came all the way from
Joypurhat to witness Ansari receive
his prize and ‘honour. Along with
Ansari, two other working writers--
M Nurul Islam, a toolkeeper of
Bangladesh Railway from Ishwardi,
Pabna, and Aktaruzzaman Rakib, a
timber businessman--were also
bestowed the rare honour of their
life for literary feat at the confer-
ence.

Organised by the People's
Empowerment Trust (PET), the
event took place at the Shawkat
Osman Auditorium of the Public
Library. on December 23. Chief
Justice Muhammad Habibur
Rahman was the chiefl guest at the
prize-giving ceremony.

A total of 95 working people
from 59 districts participated in
this exceptional competition.
Headed by eminent educationist
Sardar Fazlul Karim, a jury board
comprising Professor Ahmed
Kamal, Biswajit Ghosh, Syed Azizul
Haque, MM Akash and rickshaw-
puller Abdul Motaleb Akand
selected 51 pieces of original liter-
ary works--stories, plays, poems,

biographies and essays--by people

living mainly by physical labour,
"The last person was the first place
winner of our last year's competi-

tion,' says Shishir Shil, covenor of
thisyear's conference.

‘Anyone from travelling Baul
singers to landless peasants, rural
homeopath doctors to rickshaw-
van pullers, chatpativendorsto the
fourth class employees at govern-
ment offices, whoever has a
monthlyeamingless thanTk. 3000,
can participate in this project,’
maintains: MM Akash, founder
chairperson of PET, explaining the
term 'working writers!. But how
were the organisers sure of a partic-
ipator's identity as a working
writer? 'For further scrutiny, this
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The winners (standing) with the organisers and members of the jury board

. year we requested the parumpams

to submit, if possible, a copy, of
their biodata and a photograph.
Moreover, the language and spell-
ing in their writings, their subjects
and technology used for submis-
sion of the write-ups also helpedus
understand the social status of the
writers,' says Akash.

A collection, titled Srishti, con-
taining the 51 selected write-ups
was brought out on the occasion.
Apart from the prize-winners, the
writers include people literally
from all walks of life: a retired
sugar-mill worker Azizur Rahman
Badal from Joypurhat, a store-
manger MA Salam from
Chittagong, a seamstress Rubina
Mamtaz from Gazipur, a private
tutor Nurul Haque Dhali from
Shariatpur, a driver Anowar

Hossain and' many more. T]m
titles as well as the literary works
reflect deep insight and intellect
of these under-privileged writers,
The first prize winner story is
named Nikhojer Khojey (In
Search of the Lost) while the two
winner poems are titled Potakay
Mishey Jaay (Merging into the
Flag) and Shoubhaggyo (Good
Fortune).

‘We may not have been ale to
reach innumerable working people
with literary talents; for, there

might have been somewho could -

not afford to buy the paper and ink
for writing or the cost of sending
their writing to us by mail. But we
are working on how to overcome
these obstacles and extend the
reach of our project,’ concludes an
optimistic Akash.

From Blues to Rock n Roll

An enchanting evening with The BiZliTones

tain, demonstrating how social and cultural diver-
sitieshave contributed to American music'sevolu-
tion. The BilliTones duo recreate the sounds of
classic rock band using five instnuments between
them, including synthesisers, harmonicas and
percussion, in addition to their tight vocal harmo-
nies. Compact and self-contained, they play a
varied mix of rock n' roll, Motown, World Beat, and
Rhythm n' Blues for a variety of audiences, occa-
sionsandvenues.

Inspired by the rock n' rollers of the 1950s and
1960s, Billy began playing blues and country
harmonica in' college, and began technology-
driven solo performances in the early 1980s,
becoming a veritable 'Modem-Day One-man
Band'. His custom array of keyboards, harmonicas,
drumi machines ahd effects made it possible to
tour for the US State Department's office of cul-
turalaffairs.

Toni joined Billy on stage in 1993. Her lead and
harmony vocals, aswell as her balanced hand with
avocal harmoniser, contributes to the illusion ofa

muchlargergroup,

A
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‘National Theatre Stage
is our dream'--Tareq Anam

ERSHAD KAMOL

Tareq Anam Khan is the one of the
most popular stage drama actor-
directors in the country. This year his
troupe Natyakendra has launched a
new production Projapati, which they
are staging at Theatre Art Unit's drama
festival.

Tareq said, 'We missed the. Dhaka
Drama Festival-2004 because our
group members were preoccupied

wilh in alher activities, Now, we are L8 iz
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A sequence from the play Projapati

happy to take part in the colourful
drama festival arranged by Theatre Art
Unit. In fact, the National Theatre
Stage is the long cherished desire of
the theatre activists of Bangladesh. Qur
participation in the festivalis meaning-
ful in the sense that we have become a
means of popularising the National
Theatre Stage as a theatre venue. More-
over, I want Shilpakala Academy to co-
operate with the Bangladesh Group
Theatre Federation to make it a regu-
lar venue forstaging plays.'

Projapati, the translation of popular American
playwright Thornton Wilder's Matchmaker, is
based on Austrian playwright Johan Nestroy's
drama A Day Well Spent. Tareq Anam has

‘ translated Projapali, maintaining the authen-

ticity ofthe original comedy.

Projapati is a comedy. The protagonist of
the play is a matchmaker. The antagonist, a
shrewd man named Horas, thinks that every-
thing in the world can be achieved by money.
Through a change ofapproach inthe antago-
nist's observations on life, the play reveals that
money is not the sole driving force in' the
world,

Tarig Anam Khan is director as well as the
setandlightdesignerofthe play.

Tareq Anam Khan, Ibtesam Mahmud
Shyama, Obid Rehan and others perform in
Projapati

Natyakendra stages Projapati today at 6:30
p.m. atthe National Theatre Stage as partofthe
dramafestival arranged by Theatre Art Unit.

Popularising Shakespeare

Favza HaQ

Dr Abdul Moyeen Khan, Minister of
Information and Communication
Technology, speaking at the inaugu-
ration of the first Bangla biographical
website on Shakespeare at the British
Council, said that Shakespeare is
knownall over the world. He said that
that he himself, at the secondary
school level was eager to know about
Shakespeare 45 years ago when he
was given a gift of the complete
works of Shakespeare. He also
wanted to emulate the greatwriterin
his power of speech. Even as a stu-
dent of science, Shakespeare had
been a part of his curriculum as a
basic training to open up the minds.
Now that the students have the

of Shake-

been an
integral part
of his child*
hood, and

speare had |

that his gener-
ation was more
acquainted with
Shakespeare’ than
today's one is. He

insisted that Shakespeare
was as great as Homer or Dante,

heroes and villains and that
he had grown to worship -
the playwright, e
guided by his
father. He said
that reading
Lamb's tales

have been one of the Shakespear-
ean characters, specially
Falstaff. He commented
that the Bangla
website on Shake-
speare was an
ambitious pro-
ject.
Theatre
personality -
Mamunur
Rahisd said
that since his
youth he and’
his colleagues
had been
intrigued by Shake-
speare's quotations
like "To be or not to be'.
Whatever you read or watch of

INOVERA DEEPITA

The universal appeal of the music of legendary
names such as the Beatles, Bob Dylan, Bob
Marley or Elvis Presley is undoubtedly’ ever
lasting. Exactly for this reason, the musical
performance along with lecture, titled Sincere

Farms of Flattery: Blacks, Whites and American
| Music by the BilliTones, appealed to the audi-
ence herein Dhaka.

A chronological presentation on the evolution
ofAmerican music, the performance explained the
historical contexts of the songs The BilliTones
performed. The duo sang from Little Richard,
| Steven Foster, Sting, Bob Marley, John Lennon, Los
. Lobos, RayCharlesand manymore maestros of the
world music,

In their presentation the BilliTones tried to

Billy and Toni Stevens performing at the programmea

establish the truth that black American musicians
made a tremendous contribution in bringing
American music to its current position: As Billy
Stevens said, 'All American music is a fusion of
blackandwhite music.'

Among the audience the US Ambassador Harry
KThomas and veteran folkmusician ofthe country
Mustafa Zaman Abbasi were present. Musatafa
Zaman Abbasi commented, 'The combined con-
tribution of Americans made their music widely
accepted and popular. To understand ‘and enjoy
the show properlyit needs anintelligent audience.
I'have enjoyed their performance earlier, so 1 have
come to seetheir showagain.'

Asambassadors of Americanculture and music,
Billy and Toni Stevens have performed in over 25
countries in Africa, Asia and the Middle East. Their
musical programmes educate while they enter-

*Both Billy and Toni' contribute to the spoken
portions of their programmes, providing historical
context for understanding the development of
American music and its global influence. From
spirituals to blues, ragtime to swing, country to
rock, and reggae to tap, a Billilones programme
makes clear the process of emulation and innova-
tion which underlies the creativity of American
musicians, pastand present.

By focusing on the interaction between black
and white musicians and audiences, Billyand Toni
explain how mutual inspiration spurred the cre-
ation of each major genre of American music.
From Stephen Foster to the Beatles and from Elvis
to Eminem, Billy and Toni showhow every genera-
tion creates their ownnewmusic.

As youth movements sprang up across the
globe, often united by a passion for anything
American, new forms of "World Music' evolved.
Billy and Toni demonstrate that with its message
of peace, freedomand social justice,

website, the world is at their finger-
tips. After 450 years, Shakespeare's
name is now a part of a Bangla
website, Dr Moyeen Khan pointed
out. When a piece of culture crosses
time and geography, like Shake-
speare’sworks, itbecomesimmortal,
he said. With literature, he con-
cluded, onenotonlyleamns butfeels.
Harry KThomas, the US Ambassa-
dor, speaking on the occasion, said
that he was delighted with the
Bangladeshi website project, as now
many will learn to love Shakespeare.
He pointed out that’ Shakespeare's
love of common speech helped
shape the English language. He said
that Shakespeare happened to be his
favourite author,
Margub Murshed said that he had
been fascinated by Shakespeare's

He too stressed' on the fact that
Shakespeare's plays and poems had
appealed to people for four centu-
ries. He believed that his talent flow-
ered during 1600 when he wrote his
greal tragedies. He pointed out that
his plays were based on the writings
of Plutarchand Holinshed.

Professor Mamtazuddin Ahmed,
TV actor and dramatist, said that he
had admired Shakespeare for
40years. He pointed out that Munier
Choudhury had worked immensely
to make him popular in Bangladesh
and that it was a pity that he had
beenkilled before he had completed
hiswork of translation. Shakespeare
had presented about 500 unforget-
table characters to the world of
theatre. Mamtazuddin Ahmed said
that he himself would have liked to

Shakespeare's works is so mature,
he said, whether you take Julius
Caesar, Othello or Hamlet. Evenin a
place like Khulna, Mamunur Rashid
pointed out, Comedy of Errors is
produced with aplomb.

Helaluddin Ahmed, an advisor of
the Bangladesh Shakespeare Asso-
ciation, said that the website dealt
with the Shakespeare's comedies,
tragedies and histories. It discussed
his works like Hamlet, Romeo Juliet
and Love's Labours Lost. Italso dealt
with hislife and career.

Russell Ahmed, secretary general
of the Bangladesh Shakespeare
Association, said that the purpose of
the website was to make Shake-
speare popular in Bangladesh and
that the project took four years to
complete.
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