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. passengers including a
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Editor of India's "Tehelka” (sensation) newspaper, Tarun Tejpal shows the copy of newspaper after a press confer-
ence in New Delhi on Tuesday. Tehelka reported that Zaheera Sheikh, who claims ta have witnessed the brutal mas-
sacre of 14 Muslims, including her father, during the 2002 Gujarat riots, was bribed and threatened to fraquently

ratract her statamants.

Pak passenger planes
avert midair collision

AFP Karachi *

An investigation was under way
Thursday after two Pakistani planes
together carrying hundreds of
rnment
minister narrowly avoided a midair
collision, officials said.

A Pakistani International Airlines
(PIA) jet enrouteto the southemn city
of Karachl from Islamabad had a
near miss at 11,200 metres (37,000
feet) late Wednesday with an Airblue
plane heading the opposite way
towards Lahore.

"It was just a matter of seconds

between life and death," Inform-
ation Minister Sheikh Rashid, who
was on board the PIA Airbus, told
AFPafterlanding,.

Passengers were having dinner
when the plane started jerking up
and down, throwing trays and plat-
ters up to the ceiling and causing
generalpanicand trauma, he said.

"I heard an old woman tell her
grandson that she was praying for
his life. Passengers were scared,"” he
said, adding that a doctor who was
on board gave medical attention toa
few passengers and astewardess.

"When [ inquired from the pilot

he informed me that a major disas-
terwas averted,” Rashid said.

The 179 passengers on the PIA
flight also included former senate
chairman Waseem Sajjad, supreme
court judge Deedar Hussain Shah
and a senior legislator from the
Muttahida Qaumi Movement politi-
cal party, Khanwar Khalid Yunus.

Wamning signals were given to
both pilots after they found them-
selves in the same air corridor over
Rahim Yar Khan district in central
Punjab province, said Samina
Paracha, a spokeswoman for the
state-run airline.

Request tor Expressions of Interest
(invitation for application)

BANGLADESH BANK
CENTRAL BANK STRENGTHENING PROJECT (Cr.3792-BD)

RESEARCH ECONOMIST (NATIONAL)

The Government of People's Republic of Bangladesh has received a credit from
the International Development Association (IDA), and intends to apply part of the
proceeds of this credit to payments under the contract for hiring a number of
Research Economists in Bangladesh Bank under the Central Bank Strengthening
Project.

The Research Economists would be positioned at the Research Department of
Bangladesh Bank to strengthen its capability for applied research and policy
analysis. The core areas of research in the Bank are macroeconomics, including
monetary, fiscal and exchange rate policies, international trade and finance, and
economic modeling and forecasting. These positions thus provide a unique and
challenging opportunity for competent research economists to contribute to policy
analysis and policy-making in the central bank of the country. The tasks would
include developing research projects and working in a team of research economists
with varied academic background and capabilities.The selected economists will
work with Bangladesh Bank for a fixed term assignment covering approximately 3
(three) years. Candidates for the position should have the following qualifications
and experience:

® At least a Masters degree in Economics/Finance/Econometrics, from a well~
recognized University. Strong quantitative skills and some experience in
empirical macroeconomic policy analysis are required.

. h'iﬁnimum 3 years work experience at financial institutions, research organiza-
tions and/or Universities. Familiarity with financial markets would be considered
an added qualification.

* Some research publications in refereed journals, preferably on macroeconomic
and monetary policy issues in developing countries, including Bangladesh.

= Excellent oral and written communication skills, :ncludmg in particular report
~ writing skills in English.

= Demonstrated ability to work effectively in teams and strong interpersonal skills.

= !)emonsu'ated ability to work hard and under pressure and deliver quality output
in a timely manner.

The Bangladesh Bank now invites eligible candidates (who should be Bangladesh
nationals) to indicate their interest in providing the services. Interested candidates
must provide information indicating that they are qualified to perform the services
(CV/Resume shall include - academic qualifications, work experiences, research
publications, two sample copies of recent research papers and the names, addresses
and contact details of three professional referees, etc.).

Bangladesh Bank officials having requisite qualifications and experience are also
eligible to apply for the position.

Selected candidates will be paid a negotiated consolidated salary depcndmg on
qualification and experience, not exceeding Tk. 45,000 per month. Selection for the
position will be made in accordance with the procedures set out in the World Bank's
Guidelines: Selection and Employment of Consultants by World Bank borrowers,
January 1997 (revised September 1997), January 1999, and May 2002,

Interested candidates may obtain detailed TOR and further information at the
address below on working days within working hours, or from Bangladesh Bank
website at www.bangladesh-bank.org.
2OOES:u:l:u't‘:ssion of interest must be delivered to the address pelow by February 15,

DPRP: 48/2004-2403
Date : 20-12-2004

Nazmul Hasan
Executive Director
Bangladesh Bank, Head Office

Motijheel, Dhaka
Bangladesh
: i Tel: 880-2-7120681
Fax: 880-2-9566212
GD-808 Email: cbspbb@bangla.net

OUTH ASIA

Maoists torch trucks,
block highways

Gujarat riot
witness denies
taking bribe

AFP, Mumbai

A key wimess in the trial of 21
Hindus accused of massacring 14
Muslims during sectarian riots in
Gujarat state in 2002 denied
Wednesday mediareportsshetooka
bribe tochangehertestimony.

Zaheera Sheikh, 23, was origi-
nally a star witness for the prosecu-
tion in the case against a mob of
Hindus alleged to have methodi-
cally burned the Muslims at her
family's Best Bakery in Baroda.

But after identifying 21 people
allegedly involved in the massacre
she changed her key testimony
during the first trial last year, which
later collapsed.

That led to an order by the
Supreme Court to move the case
from the western state of Gujarat to
neighboring Maharashtra for a
retrial because of concerns of wit-
nessintimidation.

Sheikhappeared before the court
in Bombay, capital of Maharastra,
Wednesday as a hostile witness and
said she was hiding on the top of her
house when the neighbouring
bakery was attacked and could not
identify any ofthe accused.

At the same time, the Tehelka
newspaper on Wednesday released
a print story and video tape of
secretly recorded conversations
with some politicians, including
Madhu Srivastava, a Hindu nation-
alist legislator in Gujarat, who said
Zaheera had pestered him for
money to change her testimony and
thathe eventually paid her.

Sheikh was paid 1.8 million
rupees (38,300 dollars) to change
her initial testimony, said Tehelka,
which means sensation.

Srivastava denied the accusation
in a statement to Aaj Tak television
and confronted with the bribery
charges in court Wednesday by the
prosecutor, Zaheerawas evasive.

AFP, Kathmanedu

Maoist rebels burned 18 trucks and
blocked traffic along two highways
in and out of the Nepalese capital
Thursday to protest the disappear-
ance of activists in army detention,
rebels and transport owners said.

The rebels said the blockade of
Kathmandu's main north and west
arteries would continue indefinitely
for all vehicles, including those
carrying tourists northeast to the
Tibetan border and west to the
Pokharavalley.

A third highway, the Mahendra
which heads east from the capital
and links the country to India, is
partially blocked at locations in the
southeast of the country, transport
owners said, adding that most traffic

to and from Kathmandu had been
broughttoahalt.

The move by the rebels -- who are
fighting to abolish the monarchy
and create a communist republic --
comes as King Gyanendra was
scheduled to visit India starting
Thursdayfor 11 days.

But it has been postponed after
the sudden death of former Indian
prime minister Narsimha Rao yes-
terday, officials said.

The king was expected to use the
trip to ask Nepal's powerful south-
ern neighbor for more help in com-
batting the Maoist insurgency,
which has already claimed more
than 11,000 livessince 1996.

"Security forces have been mobi-
lized for the security of vehicles
along the highways blocked by the

rebels,” Home Ministry spokesman
GopendraBahadur Pandeysaid.

The road closures had affected
the movement of most vehicles
coming and leaving Kathmandu,
National Transport Federation
official Sitaram Paudel said.

A Maoist spokesman said roagd-
blocks were already distupting the
movement of hundreds of vehicles
on the Arniko highway to the north-
ern Tibetan frontier and the Prithvi
highway to picturesque Pokhara,
225 kilometres (140 miles) west of
the capital.

Bus and truck owners have
halted operations in the absence of
security, the head of the Kathmandu
Transport Entrepréeneurs
Coordination Council, Punya Lal
Pradhan, said.

LTTE rebels reject offer to
revive peace talks

AFP, Colombo

Tiger rebels have rejected Sri
Lanka's new proposal to revive
peace negotiations despite interna-
tional pressure to save the
Norwegian-backed initiative, Tamil
sourcessaid Thursday.
The Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (ETTE) told Tamil journalists late
thattheydidnotacceptthe
latest offer made through peace broker
Norway, thesourcessaid,
"The Tigers do not see any real
substance in the proposals and
consider it an attempt to deflect

international public opinion that is
building against the government," a
sourcecloseto the Tigers said.

He said the government was
willing to consider "interim
arrangements” to administer the
island’s troubled northeast region,
but there was no specific mention of
the LTTE's proposal forself-rule,

LTTE supremo Velupillai
Prabhakaran last month warned the
"freedom struggle" would be
resumed unless Colombo agreed to
discuss his self-rule plan for an
"Interim Self-Governing Authority."

Tamil sources said there was no

mention in the government's latest
offer about President Chandrika
Kumaratunga's demand that ele-
ments of a final peace deal must be
takenupat thestartofnegotiations.
"It is not clear whether this is a
climb down by the president or an
attempt to introduce it when talks
resume,” the Tamil source said.
"Thereisno clarity on this matter."
He said the LTTE's London-
based chief negotiator Anton
Balasingham was expected to for-
mally announce the LTTE's rejec-
tion of the government offer "in a
coupleofdaysorso."

The Baily Star

Ulfa wants
political
settlement

AFP, Guwahati

Anarmed separatist group in India’s
northeastern state of Assam yester-
day urged New Delhi to find a politi-
cal solution to the decades-old
insurgency.

"We want New Delhi to bring
about a political solution to the
conflict in Assam rather than trying
to resolve the issue militarily," said
Arabinda Rajkhowa, head of the
outlawed United Liberation Front of
Asom (Ulfa).

Ulfa, which has been fighting for
anindependentAssamese homeland
since 1979, earlier this month
rejected an offer by Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh to hold peace talks
ifthe group renouncesviolence.

"We know war is not a solution to
our various grievances. But we were
forced to wage an armed struggle
afterall doors for a negotiated settle-
ment were closed,” the separatist
leader claimed in astatement.

Pakistan hangs
3 rapists
AFP, Multan

Three Pakistanis convicted of gang-
raping a housewife at gunpoint were
hanged yesterday, officials said,

The men were executed at the
central jail in Bahawalpur, a rural
town in central Punjab province, a
superintendent at the prison told
AFPbytelephone.

They had broken into the vie-
tim's home in 1998, held her hostage
with her husband and eight-year-
old son then tied her up and
assaulted her, hesaid.

Gang-rape is punishable by
deathunderspecial lawsintroduced
by Pakistanin 1993.

AFP, New Delhi

PV Narasimha Rao, who died yester-
day after a heart attack, set India on
a bold new economic course during
his five years as prime minister but
led the Congress Party into decline
and electoral defeat.

1991 with India on the edge of bank-
ruptey and the Congress, the coun-
try's oldest political party, in crisis
following the assassination of Rajiv
GandhiinMay that year.

When he stepped down as leader
of the world's largest democracy the
economy was back on the growth
track, but the Congress was in tur-
moil following its poorest perfor-
mance at the ballot box since inde-
pendence from Britainin 1947.

The 83-year-old Brahmin from
southern India wasin the twilight of
a political career spent in the
shadow of the Nehru-Gandhi
dynasty when he was called upon to
take the helm of the Congress.

Rao assumed the reins of the party

Rao became prime minister in -

The PM who led India
to economic reform

and the government after Rajiv's
widow Sonia hurned down an olfer to
stepinto herlate husband'sshoes.

There was plenty of goodwill but
few expectations of dynamic leader-
ship from a man with a reputation as
a well-meaning but ineffectual
figure, more at home spouting phi-
losophythan taking hard decisions.

After taking power in June 1991,
he named former World Bank econ-
omist Manmohan Singh,as finance
minister and gave his blessing to a
radical U-turn from the inward-
looking quasi-socialist policies that
had been set by Jawaharlal Nehru
afterindependence from Britain.

Singh, prime minister himself
today, he acknowledged that the
economic restructuring would not
have been possibleé without Rao's
"aggressive backing."

Rao bowed out with economic
growth running at six percent,
foreign exchange reserves healthy,
exports up and billions of dollars in
foreign investment committed to
the country.

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

BETS, a leading Multidisciplinary Consulting Firm working in diversified

development sectors at home and abroad is looking for immediate
appaintment for the following positions:

1. Socio-Economist

e Master Degree in Social Science (Economics/ Agro-Econamiics).
« Mnimum 5 years experience in social survey and studies,
economic and statistical analysis ete. with excellent capability of

writing reports in English.
2. Senior Financial Analyst

e  Master of Commerce in Accounting/ BBA/MBA (Major in Finance or
Accounting), Candidates with CA/CMA course completed or partly

qualified will get preference.

At least 5 years experience in relevant field; Skilled in financial
statement analysis; Proven skills in menitoring and reporting on

project finances,
3. Junior Financial Analyst

o  Bachelor Degree in Accounting/BBA/MBA (Major in Finance).
e Atleast 2 years experience in the relevant field; Skilled in preparing
financial statement and analysis.

4, Research Officer (PR)

#

‘e The ideal candidate will have a degree in Joumalism and Mass
Communications with a strong interest in exciting new projects.
Fresh graduates from the above mentioned field may also apply.

2 years experience in conducting qualitative and quantitative
research In the field of market research, public's opinion, new
products development and service delivery is preferable.

Common Requirements for all Positions: Strong Analytical Skills;

Strong interpersonal and communications skills; should be able to work

independently; Energetic, enthusiastic and strong wark ethics; Excellent

writing skills in English; Computer literacy is a must.

The successful candidales will be provided with a competitive
remunesation commensurate according to their experience and

qualification.

To apply, please send your delailed CV with a forwarding letter and a

passport size photograph. The position applied for must be clearly
mentioned on top of the envelope. The application should be reached on

or before 5™ January 2005 to

General Manager (A&GS)

Bangladesh Engineering & Technological Services Ltd
House # 10, Road #135, Gulshan-1, Dhaka-1212,

Any direct contact for the job shall be treafed as disqualificafion.

PHOTO; AFP

In this picture taken on 17 March 2001, India's Congress Party President Sonia Gandhi speaks with former Indian
Prime Minister PV Narsimha Rao, who died yesterday, two weeks after sufferinga heartattack.
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